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The activities and discussion topics are
developed to encompass state and school
standards. These standards apply equally

to students from all linguistic and cultural
backgrounds. Students will demonstrate their
proficiency, skills, and knowledge of subject
matter in accordance with national and

state standards.

Piease refer to the US Department of
Education website, ed.gov, for detailed
information.

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards seal
was designed by artist Lev Mills in 1974.
The symbolism of the seal reflects both

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s philosophy and
the award’s ideals.

The basic circle represents continuity in
movement, revolving from one idea to
another. Within the image is an African
American child reading a book. The five main
religious symbols below the image of the child
represent nonsectarianism. The superimposed
pyramid symbolizes both strength and Atlanta
University, the award’s headquarters when the

r

seal was designed. At the apex of the pyramid

is a dove, symbolic of peace. The rays shine
toward peace and brotherhood.

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards seal
image and award name are solely and

exclusively owned by the American Library /

Association.
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'The Coretta Scott King Book Awards:

A LIVING LEGEND

The Coretta Scott King Book Awards have grown since their conception in the late
1960s. At a dinner gala of the New Jersey Library Association in May 1970, Lillie
Patterson was honored for her biography Martin Luther King, Jr.: Man of Peace.

In 1972, the first Coretta Scott King Book Awards breakfast was held at an ALA
conference site. Official affiliation with the Social Responsibilities Round Table
(SRRT) came in 1980, and in 1982, the American Library Association recognized the
Coretta Scott King Award as an association award. During the 2003 ALA Midwinter
Meeting, the Coretta Scott King Task Force joined the Ethnic and Multicultural
Information Exchange Round Table (EMIERT). The affiliation with EMIERT gave the
group a new name: the Coretta Scott King Book Awards Committee. In 2022, the
Coretta Scott King Book Awards Committee became the Coretta Scott King Book
Awards Round Table (CSKBART). Success of the committee and then the round
table can be attributed to the work of tireless volunteers and visionary founders. For
a more complete history, consult The Coretta Scott King Awards Book: From Vision
to Reality, edited by Henrietta M. Smith, American Library Association, 1994; and
The Coretta Scott King Awards: 1970—2009, fourth edition, by Henrietta M. Smith,

American Library Association, 2009.

For more than fifty years, books by African
American writers and artists have been
honored by receiving the Coretta Scott
King Book Award. This award promotes
understanding and appreciation of
African American cuiture and the culture
of all peoples. The award is designed

to commemorate the life and works of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and to honor
Mrs. Coretta Scott King for her courage
and determination to continue the work
for peace and world brotherhood. The
multidimensional characteristics of the
authors’ and itlustrators’ works reflect the
African American experience from both the
historical and contemporary perspectives.
Opportunities to celebrate the rich and
powerful experiences depicted in these
books lie in the hands of the adults in
children’s and young adults’ lives.

This discussion guide is, therefore,
dedicated to those teachers, parents,
librarians, booksellers, and caregivers who
are committed to enriching the lives of
children and young adults through quality
literature. Among their many other functions,
book awards provide a simple means for
casual browsers in bookstores, libraries, and
schools to find material that is engaging, weli
crafted, and satisfying both emotionally and
intellectually. The Coretta Scott King Book
Awards particularly introduce the best in
African American literature to all children.
The award now graces dozens of titles, from
picture books for the smallest children to
novels and nonfiction for teenagers. In this
guide, we have examined some of these titles
from different angies and perspectives.




Black Girl You Are Atlas

Black Girl You Are Atlas is more than a metaphor. This collection of
poetry is a lyrical celebration of Black girlhood, Black identity, Black
love, Black resilience, Black sisterhood, and Black Girl Magic. Each
poem is its own story, a testament to Watson’s journey as a young girl
and her love for the Black community. It's a love letter to the past, a
deeply moving exploration of self-discovery. Black Girl You Are Atlas is

a compass pointing to the vast landscapes of endless potential. It is a
map that highlights the uncharted territories of dreams. It is a guidebook
for navigating the complexities of life, both the highs and the lows. Most
importantly, Black Girl You Are Atlas is a reminder to every young reader
that you are a treasure. You are a path to a future filled with limitless
possibilities. It's a reminder that you are not just part of a journey, but you
are the destination.
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Young Readers

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I The title Black Girl You Are Allas is a metaphor. Why do you think the author chose to
use this metaphor as a title and what do you think this metaphor means? Explain.

I If you were to rewrite the title, what metaphor would you use to celebrate Black
girlhood or Black identity?

I The author uses different types of poetry, in a semi-autobiographical way, to share
information about her life and to celebrate Black girlhood. What different types of
poetry can you find within this book? How do the different styles of poetry affect the

Written by Renée Watson way you experience the story? Explain.

Phqto @i3keertz Simg ¥ Which poem do you connect with the most, and why?

I Using one of the styles of poetry Watson uses in this book, write a poem celebrating
something positive about your identity or your life. Create a visual image (illustration or
picture collage) to accompany the poem.

I Using one of the styles of poetry Watson uses in this book, write a poem to a friend,
sister, parent, guardian, or someone you admire, celebrating their strength or identity.
Create a visual image (illustration or picture collage) to accompany the poem.

RELATED CSK TITLES

Ashley Bryan’s ABC of African American Poetry by Ashley Bryan, published by
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s
Publishing

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes, published by Dial Books for Young Readers, an
imprint of Penguin Young Readers

Daydreamers by Eloise Greenfield published by Dial Books, an imprint of Penguin
Random House

Finding Langston by Lesa Cline-Ransome, published by Holiday House

There Was a Party for Langston written by Jason Reynolds, illustrated by Jerome
Pumphrey and Jarrett Pumphrey, published by Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Atheneum Books
for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing
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'KWAHE ALEX A!P 2025 CORETTA SCOTT KING AUTHOR AWARD HONOR

Black Star

Black Star is a captivating historical verse novel told through the eyes of
Charley, a twelve-year-old determined to become the first female pitcher
in the Negro Leagues. Charley is used to being told her Black girl dreams
aren’t worth dreaming. Undeterred, she pulls on the strength of her
grandfather’s ancestral stories for inspiration, even if her family won't

tell her why she can’t play baseball on the other side of town. But being
the best can have dire consequences, and tensions soon erupt. Expertly

41 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING SERIES researched and crafted, Black Star distills the joys, hopes, and horrors of
THE DOOR OF NO RETURN Black life in the segregated South into a story that is just as heartwarming
Published by Little, Brown Books for as it is heart wrenching.
Young Readers

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I Inthe opening note, the author quotes another poet to say that “baseball is ‘the
American game.’” What does this mean for Charley? How does she symbolize and
challenge this quote?

i Black Star is a verse novel, meaning a fictional story told through poetry. Look at your
favorite poem in the book. How do you think this format helps tell the story effectively?

I Much of Charley and Nana Kofi's strong bond is formed through storytelling. What
are some impactful stories that you have heard from friends or family? What is a story
about your family that you enjoy sharing with others?

I Nana Kofi says that “The wonderfuls have a lot of ways and rules they expect us to
follow...[and] those rules and laws try to make you believe you less than you are”
Written by Kwame Alexander (pg 149). Using examples from the text, what does he mean by this?

Poto @ Roven Dl I In her conversation with the real-life activist Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, Charley
says, “My Nana says happiness requires something to hope for” (pg 201). What does
this look like for Charley? How does Charley’'s community find happiness and hope?

RELATED CSK TITLES

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry written by Mildred D. Taylor, originally published by
The Dial Press

Gone Crazy in Alabama written by Rita Williams-Garcia, published by Quil! Tree Books,
an imprint of HarperCollins Children’s Books

Brown Girl Dreaming written by Jacqueline Woodson, published by Nancy Paulsen
Books, an imprint of Penguin Random House

We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball written and illustrated by
Kadir Nelson, published by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
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O)N:NCM 0ne Big Open Sky
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In 1879, after the Reconstruction period, former slaves decided to settle
on free land as part of the Homestead Act. They traveled in covered
wagons out west to start new lives. They were known as the Exodusters.
Lettie, her mother and father along with a teacher, are traveling to
Nebraska with a caravan of other Exodusters. Lettie is keeping a journal
of the cheerful and challenging moments. Their journey is propelled by
their new freedom from slavery but lack of opportunities for prosperity
and personal choices. They will need not only supplies, teamwork and
bonding with fellow travelers as well as the courage to know that they
CAN make their “Exoduster/Homesteader” dreams come true! This
fiction book bridges the gap of post slavery history and the belief in the
American dream.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I Talk to a family member who has moved from home to a new location. Ask them
about their reasons why they moved (job, military service, college, etc.) as well as the
challenges that they encountered.

I Discuss in groups of three or more or as a class five items you would pack with you if
your family was traveling with Lettie's caravan.

I Lettie and her family needed courage and teamwork to complete the journey to
Nebraska. Name other examples when teamwork and courage are needed to finish

Written by Lesa Cline-Ransome a task.

Photo © John Halper
RELATED CSK TITLES

The Land by Mildred D. Taylor, published by Scholastic

The Great Migration: Journey to the North by Eloise Greenfield and illustrated by
Jan Spivey Gilchrist, published by Amistad

Freewater by Amina Lugman-Dawson, and published by Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers
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2025 CORETTA SCOTT KING ILLUSTRATOR AWARD HONOR

Coretta
The Autobiography of Mrs. Coretta Scott King

=

This compelling adaptation of Coretta Scott King’s memoir tailored for
young readers offers an invaluable educational resource that resonates

ﬁs deeply. This picture book biography thoughtfully explores King’s

C’/A/j'}?}gfm formative years, her inspiring marriage to Martin Luther King, Jr., her
4 A o A loving role as a devoted mother, and her passionate lifelong activism for
, - — civil rights. Through a heartfelt selection of King’s own words and the
&"bhs!'ed by Godw[n Books, an imprint of breathtaking, vibrant mixed-media artwork by Ekua Holmes, this work
acmillan Children's Publishing Group ) ) i

becomes a stunning homage to Coretta Scott King, whose life stands as a
powerful testament to the African American experience. The vivid, warm
colors, rich textures, and intricate, multi-layered images weave together
to create a visually captivating tribute, inviting readers on an enriching
and enlightening journey through her extraordinary life.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I Having stories of historical figures in their own words is so important, but so are the
stories of your family and friends. Identify a family member you'd like to capture
their life story with. Create interview questions. Record your interview. This practice

' is called an oral history. Ask your family member for pictures or mementos. Use the
lllustrated by Ekua Holmes pictures and mementos to create a collage based on what you've learned about your
family member. Display it prominently in your home to honor your loved one.

The Autobiography of Mrs. Coretta Scott King

I Create a collage self-portrait. Find newspaper and magazine articles, images, and
objects that represent you, Use the article clippings, images, and objects to create a
unique self-portrait. When creating your collage, think about who you are, who you
want to be, and how the clippings, images, and objects make you feel.

I As agirl, young Coretta asked her mother why they were treated differently. What
injustices do you notice in the world? How can you, as a young person, stand up to
injustice in your community?

RELATED CSK TITLES

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Man of Peace by Lillie Patterson, published by Garrard
Coretta Scott King by Lillie Patterson, published by Garrard

The Words of Martin Luther King, Jr., compiled by Coretta Scott King, published by
Newmarket Press

Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Freedom Movement, written by Lillie Patterson and
published by Facts on File

| Have a Dream: Martin Luther King, Jr., illustrated by Kadir Nelson, written by Martin
Luther King, Jr., and published by Schwartz & Wade Books, an imprint of Random
House Children’s Books, a division of Random House, Inc.

Memphis, Martin, and the Mountaintop, illustrated by R. Gregory Christie, written by
Alice Faye Duncan, and published by Calkins Creek, an imprint of Highlights




*Published by Calkins .Creek: aﬁ im of‘
Astra Books for Young Readers

Nlustrated by E.B. Lewis

2025 CORETTA SCOTT KING ILLUSTRATOR AWARD HONOR

Everywhere Beauty Is Harlem
The Vision of Photographer Roy DeCarava

Everywhere Beauty Is Harlem expands art interpretation through

the watercolor paintings of E. B. Lewis, who has reinterpreted the
photographic work of photographer Roy DeCarava. This book is an
introduction to a new generation to historical images of Harlem,

New York. The painted strokes of E.B. Lewis and the words by Gary Golio,
describe an imaginary day in the life of DeCarava while uncovering the
treasures of Harlem. This easy read allows young readers to experience
through DeCarava’s eyes and lenses what he sees as moments to hold
forever as he snaps scenes along the way.

ACTIVITIES AND QUESTIONS

I Before reading Everywhere Beauty Is Harlem, find some of Roy DeCarava’s photos
that are similar to those found in the book. Display the photos on your wall. Write out
Roy DeCarava's definition of treasure. What do you consider “treasure?”

I Read the book. Describe how the images in the book made you feel.

I Select black & white photographs (or pages from old magazines). Use these images as
“models” to then paint a watercolor image of your interpretation of the photographs or
magazine images.

RELATED CSK TITLES

God Bless the Child, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney and written by Billie Holiday and Arthur
Herzog Jr. and published by Amistad, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers

James Van Der Zee:The Picture-Takin’ Man, written by Jim Haskins and photography by
James Van DerZee, and published by Dodd, Mead & Company

Radiant Child: The Story of Young Art Jean-Michel Basquiat, illustrated and written by
Javaka Steptoe, and published by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
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Published by Dial Books for Young
Readers

Written by Breanna J. McDaniel

Photo @ Mais Tina Chang, 2020

Wustrated by April Harrison
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2025 CORETTA SCOTT KING ILLUSTRATOR AWARD HONOR

Go Forth and Tell

The Life of Augusta Baker, Librarian and Master Storyteller

Go Forth and Tell introduces young readers (and listeners) to the life of

a famous New York Public librarian and storyteller. As a child, Augusta
Baker was raised on stories that were told to her by loved ones. Baker was
inspired to pass those stories on to other children and knew the best way
was to become a librarian. As a librarian in Harlem, New York, Baker told
many fantastic stories to young listeners while also facing books upon her
shelves that were not appropriate to be read by the many Black children
that patronized her library. Young readers learn how racism was exposed
in children’s picture books many years ago. Negative images, words, and
topics in children’s books, did not reflect the lives of Black people in a
good way. This book tells how Augusta Bakers and many others made a
difference in the field of children’s books to include positive stories and
images about the Black experience. Augusta Baker became a wonderful
advocate for empowering Black children. Go Forth and Tell, is a testimony
of the work done by one librarian that made sure young readers had
positive books on the library shelves, positive images on television, while
continuing to tell stories that she cherished from her heart.

ACTIVITIES AND QUESTIONS
I Look at the front and back cover of this book. What do you believe the artist wanted
you to know about Augusta Baker?

# What are some of your favorite stories that you have read? Can you learn a story and
then tell it to someone else?

I Look closely at the illustrations. Can you see the different forms of art (mediums) that
create each image? Can you create a picture of one of your favorite stories?

RELATED CSK TITLES

Holding Her Own: The Exceptional Life of Jackie Ormes, illustrated by Shannon Wright,
written by Traci N. Todd and published by Orchard Books, an imprint of Scholastic

Mama Africa! How Miriam Makeba Spread Hope with Her Song illustrated by Charly
Palmer and published by Farrar Straus Giroux Books for Young Readers, an imprint of
Macmillan Publishing Group

Her Stories illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon, written by Virginia Hamilton, and
published by Blue Sky Press, an imprint of Scholastic




Waritnn by
Michelle Mesdows

Published by Harper/HarperCollins

Written by Michelle Meadows

llustrated b Jamiel Law

2024 JOHN STEPTOE NEW TALENT ILLUSTRATOR AWARD WINNER

Jimmy's Rhythm and Blues

The Extraordinary Life of James Baldwin

Jimmy’s Rhythm and Blues, a picture biography, celebrates writer and
activist James Baldwin. Author Michelle Meadow combines traditional
text with lyrical and poetic phrasing that capture the seasons of his life,
while Jamiel Law’s illustrations fill the pages with rich warm tones that
are poignant and expressive. Law’s ability to create scenes that bring the
times to life are masterful and readers will enjoy the powerful images,
especially the detailed portrayal of Baldwin’s glorious smile. A wonderful
book that features an incredible visionary in American literature.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I Before reading Jimmy’s Rhythm and Blues, look at the cover and notice his facial
expression. Share what makes you smile in this way.

I Take a walk through your neighborhood, city, or town etc. and write down your favorite
images and or scenes on your walk. Using descriptive words and phrases share why
these images or scenes are important to you.

I Who inspired Jimmy to concentrate on his gifts and talents? Who inspires or
encourages you to reach for the stars and use your gifts and talents to pursue your
dreams?

I Where were some places James Baldwin traveled to and lived? Think about the ways
each place shaped him, and about special places in your life that have shaped you.
What do you like (and dislike) about those spaces?

I Atone point in his life, James Baldwin felt rage. What are some things that made him
feel this way? Have you ever felt rage about our world, and if so, why?

I James Baldwin's “Welcome Table” was full of people he loved, admired, and
respected. Who would you invite to your “Welcome Table"? And what does welcoming
others mean to you?

RELATED CSK TITLES

Ellington Was Not a Street by Niozake Shange, illustrated by Kadir Nelson, published by
Simon & Schuster Books for Young readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s
Publishing

There Was a Party for Langston written by Jason Reynolds, illustrated by Jerome
Pumphrey & Jarrett Pumphrey, published by Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Atheneum Books for
Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing

Nina: A Story of Nina Simone by Traci N. Todd, illustrated by Christian Robinson,
published by G.P. Putnam’'s Sons Books for Young Readers



: MADVENTURE TO DIE FOU

Published by Roaring Brook Press,
an imprint of Macmillan Children’s
Publishing Group

{CRAIG KOFI FARMER

Written by Craig Kofi Farme

2024 JOHN STEPTOE NEW TALENT AUTHOR AWARD WINNER
Kwame Crashes the Underworld

Kwame struggles with his grandmother’s passing and is hesitant to attend
her celebration of life in Ghana. When a playful monkey steals her vibrant
dashiki, Kwame teams up with his adventurous best friend, Autumn, to
retrieve it. Their journey into Asamando, the enchanting realm of the
ancestors, reveals furious gods who threaten humanity. Kwame discovers
a shocking truth in this magical landscape: his grandmother is alive,
transformed into a young girl. Kwame Crashes the Underworld explores
themes of grief and hope, identity, and the bonds of family and culture.
This enchanting middle-grade story, which won the John Steptoe Award
for New Talent, embodies the Sankofa symbol, encouraging a return to
one’s roots, and invites young readers to dream, laugh, and learn.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I Kwame endures experiences that made him reluctant to embrace his Ghanaian
heritage. Discuss instances from Kwame’s family and at school that make Kwame feel
unwelcome. Share strategies that Kwame could use to stand up for himself and his
culture and feel more empowered.

I Kwame encounters adinkra symbols throughout the story, but the Asase ye duru
reoccurs and is visually depicted above each chapter heading. Asare ye duru
translates as “the Earth has weight” and represents the importance of the Earth
sustaining life. How is this captured in the novel? What does this represent to you?
Create a symbol that represents your values. Give it a name. How can you use this
symbol in your life to motivate you?

I Nature features prominently throughout Kwame Crashes the Underworld. Identify
things you can do to honor nature in your community.

RELATED CSK TITLES

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky, written by Kwame Mbalia and published by
Disney-Hyperion, an imprint of Disney Book Group

King and the Dragonflies, written by Kacen Callender, and published by Scholastic
Press, an imprint of Scholastic

Hoodoo, written by Ronald L. Smith and published by Clarion Books, an imprint of
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company




My Daddy Is a Gowboy

In the early hours before dawn, a young girl and her father greet their
horses and ride together through the waking city streets. As they trot
along, Daddy tells cowboy stories filled with fun community, friendship,
discovery, and pride. With vibrant illustrations from award-winning artist
C. G. Esperanza, My Daddy Is a Cowboy is a beautiful picture book that is
a celebration of Black joy.

T TEPHAME SEALTR 174

Published by Abrams Books for Youn ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Readers

I The young girl in the tale enjoys riding early before daybreak with her father
throughout the city. Are there any morning routines you share with a close family
member? lllustrate or create a collage of your morning routine.

I The young girl and her father are Black cowboys. How much do you know about Black
cowboys? Research and explore the history of Black cowboys. Share at least three
facts with your class.

I The illustrations feature several pages of bright colors on dark backgrounds to depict
the early morning hours. Duplicate this by creating your own illustration using bright
colors on black or dark blue construction paper.

RELATED CSK TITLES

Soul Food Sunday, illustrated by C. G. Esperanza, written by Winsome Bingham and
published by Abrams Bocks for Young Readers, an imprint of Abrams Children’s Books

Me & Mama, written and illustrated by Cozbi A. Cabrera, published by Denene Millner
Books/Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster
Children’s Publishing

In Daddy’s Arms | Am Tall: African Americans Celebrating Fathers, illustrated by Javaka
Steptoe, written by Alan Schroeder, and published by Lee & Low

lllustrated by C. G. Esperanza



JASON REYNOLDS

Twenty-four Seconds from Now

Published by Caitlyn Diouhy Books/
Atheneum Books for Young Readers

Written by Jason Reynolds

Photo © Adedayo “Dayo” Kosoko

2025 CORETTA SCOTT KING AUTHOR AWARD WINNER

Twenty-four Seconds from Now...
A Love St ory

This beautiful and sweet young adult romance opens with
seventeen-year-old Neon, on the precipice of losing his virginity to the
love of his life, Aria. Panicking and maybe crashing-out just a bit in the
bathroom, twenty-four seconds before he goes out to “connect” with
her, he reflects on the love and the advice on love and relationships
that he has both witnessed and received from his family. This novel is
an instant classic young adult romance, and provides a refreshing take
on love from the male perspective that readers don’t get to experience
often—especially in the canon of Black young adult literature. Written
with an authentic voice, funny, and endearing, this snapshot into
Neon and Aria’s world leaves the reader wondering what happened
twenty-four minutes, hours, days, and perhaps even years later.

ACTIVITIES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I The reader is introduced to the characters and the story via a plot that is told in
reverse in varying increments of twenty-four. Create a timeline and note significant
points in the story on your timeline. Compare with your classmates to see if you
identified the same significant points in the story.

I Throughout the flashbacks the reader was able to discover how some Neon’s and
Aria’s classmates would have described their time in high school in three words.
How would you describe this novel in three words?

I Custom door knockers have been Neon's family’s business for years. What are door
knockers? Do you think there is a symbolic reason for why the author chose this trade
as the family business?-

I Describe Neon and Aria’s relationship. What was most memorable to you about their love?

RELATED CSK TITLES

When | Was the Greatest, written by Jason Reynolds, published by Atheneum Books for
Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing

The Sun Is Also a Star, written by Nicola Yoon, published by Delacorte Press, an imprint
of Random House Children’s Books

The First Part Last, written by Angela Johnson, published by Simon & Schuster Books for
Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing




2025 Coretta Scott King—Virginia Hamilton
Award for Lifetime Achievement:

.- CAROLYN L.

P GA R N E S
; Carolyn L. Garnes has been a dedicated advocate for
. promoting and celebrating literature that reflects the rich
- historical experiences of African Americans. Throughout
. her thirty-one-year tenure at the Atlanta-Fulton Public

Library, she progressed from an entry-level librarian to the
position of Deputy Director. In this role, she successfully

3 implemented several community initiatives that introduced
new services and increased public awareness. After retiring,
she became an elementary school media specialist, seizing
the opportunity to have direct interaction with young people.

In 2011, Ms. Garnes founded a non-profit organization
called Aunt Lil’s Reading Room, which aims to connect
children of color with authors and illustrators who create
literature specifically for them. She organizes visits from
authors and illustrators for young readers and provides
giveaways to help children see themselves represented in
the media, thereby promoting positive self-esteem.

Ms. Garnes has served the Coretta Scott King Book
Awards Round Table (CSKBART) for over thirty years. She
was the Chair from 1993-1997 and served as a Book
Awards juror in the 1980s. Ms. Garnes is often regarded
as the unofficial personal liaison to the King family for
the CSK Book Awards. It is because of her efforts that
ALA was able to legally secure the name of Mrs. Coretta
Scott King for the Book Awards Committee. She was also
integral in taking the Coretta Scott King Book Awards
Task Force from being an independent entity to being a
part of ALA. Because of her history with CSKBART, she
was asked to be the coordinator of the 25th and 50th
anniversary celebrations. Additionally, she was invited

to write the essays “CSK Awards Breakfast Program,
1982—2018" and “The Man Behind the CSK Book Award
Seal: Lev T. Mills” for ALA’s Ethnic and Multicultural
Information Exchange Round Table (EMIERT). Because
of her longevity and commitment, Ms. Garnes is
affectionately recognized as the matriarch of CSKBART.

Besides the Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime
Achievement, Ms. Garnes has earned numerous awards
for her work, including, but not limited to, the 1981 Staff
Association of the Atlanta Public Library Employee of the
Year; the 1994 Black Caucus of the American Library
Association (BCALA) Advocacy Award for outstanding
work in outreach to low income library users; the 2007
Carnegie-Whitney Grant to develop a muitimedia guide
to African American books for children and young adults;
the 2015 Reference and User Services Association
(RUSA) Zora Neale Hurston Award for demonstrated
leadership in promoting African American literature;

the 2023 BCALA Appreciation Award for enhancing the
association’s growth. Ms. Garnes served as Co-Chair

of the 2017 National Conference of African American
Librarians (NCAALX) in Atlanta.

in her retirement, Ms. Garnes is a historical and protocol
consultant for ALA, and volunteers to code books for
the Diverse BookFinder, a comprehensive collection of
children’s and young adult books featuring Black and
Indigenous Peoples and People of Color.

The VHALA committee would like to extend their
gratitude to Carolyn L. Garnes for her warmth, her
generosity, and her eagerness to enrich the lives of others
through literature.

al




About the Coretta Scott King—
Virginia Hamilton Award
for Lifetime Achievement

The Coretta Scott King—Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement is
named in memory of beloved children’s author Virginia Hamilton. The annual
award is presented in even years to an African American author, illustrator,

or author/illustrator for a body of their published books for children and/or
young adults, and who has made a significant and lasting literary contribution.
In odd years, the award is presented to a practitioner for substantial youth
engagement using award-winning African American literature.

Virginia Hamilton was an award-winning author of children’s books. She wrote
more than thirty-five books throughout her career, including M.C. Higgins,

the Great, for which she won the 1975 Newbery Medal. During her lifetime,
Hamilton received numerous awards, including the Coretta Scott King Book
Award, the Edgar Allan Poe Award, the Boston Globe-—-Horn Book Award, and
the Hans Christian Andersen Award.

Coretta Scott King-Virginia Hamilton Award
for Lifetime Achievement Committee

Emma K. McNamara, PhD, chair

Dr. Pauletta Brown Bracy

Rose T. Dawson

Chrystal Carr Jeter (In Memoriam, 1948—2025)
Idella Augustine Washington




Iﬂl“ﬂll"lﬂ WING AUTHOR

B KWA“E ALEXAHDER LESA CLINE- RANSOME
= Q=, ONEBIG
| OPENSKY

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING SERIES

THE DOOR OF NG RETURN

The Autohingrephy of s Lgreita Sectt hiny

RHYTHM & BLY

-

4
The Coretta Scott King Book Awards
seal image and award name are
solely and exclusively owned by
the American Library Association.
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