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2026 United for Libraries & Penguin Random House Grant 
Information Session 2 
United for Libraries Contact Information 

• Phone: (312) 280-2161 
• Email: united@ala.org 

Resources for This Webinar 
• Watch the recording. 
• Download the slides. 

Links Shared in the Chat 
• United for Libraries Website 
• United for Libraries Member Benefits 
• United for Libraries Statewide Training Partners 
• United for Libraries News 
• United for Libraries Monthly eNewsletter 

Grant Application 
The grant application is open now through January 21, 2026. 

• Learn more about the grants. 
• Applicants will be notified by March 30, 2026. 
• If you have questions, please email or call United for Libraries. 
• The application is hosted on the ALA Apply platform. 
• Create an account if you do not already have one. This account is different from your ALA website 

or membership account. 
• Download a PDF of the application questions. Please note that (1) this contains all questions, you 

will only answer those applicable to the specific grant for which you are applying ($500, $1,000, or 
$500 in-kind), and (2) all applications must be submitted online. 

• You can save the application and return later to complete. Be sure to submit the application once 
you have finalized all information. 

On-Demand Training 
Starting a Friends of the Library Group (Dec. 4, 2024) 

• Watch the recording. 
• Download the slides. 

https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/share/2W9lXdY8psGnW5c8jW8olSAqdVE7K7zJeHWiPGwlFUg25flXeNW851Asn6zkpoO-._p4XFws5muo-n2SZ
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/United%20for%20Libraries%20%26%20Penguin%20Random%20House%202026%20Grant%20Information%20Session%201%20-%20Slides.pdf
https://www.ala.org/united
https://www.ala.org/united/membership/mbrbenefits
https://www.ala.org/united/stateaccess
https://united.ala.org/
https://airtable.com/apppyMQXkRsD5lUm8/shr894utCtvUfgRXl
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=AMALA
https://www.ala.org/united/grants_awards/friends/united-libraries-and-penguin-random-house-grant-rural-and-small-libraries
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=AMALA
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/2026%20Application%20-%20United%20for%20Libraries%20and%20Penguin%20Random%20House%20Grants%20to%20US%20Rural%20and%20Small%20Libraries.pdf
https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/share/xU8aXTFhlPH6N9SVTt-rEH-L9fZ2w4rD81lLOE7WciaMxJAi3A8yzrIk2umwRlMn._3-oGHF0jopy-9zT
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/Starting_a_Friends_of_the_Library_Group_United_for_Libraries_Webinar_241203.pdf
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Grant Writing Basics for Small/Rural Libraries and/or Friends Groups Links & Resources (Jan. 15, 
2025) 

• Watch the recording. 
• Download the slides. 
• Download the Links & Resources 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Definition of Small and Rural Communities 
• If your library meets both the Small Community and the Rural Community requirements below, 

your library is eligible to apply. 
• If your library meets one requirement but not the other, your library is not eligible. 

Small Community Requirement 
If the population of the town/city in which your library is located is 25,000 or less, then your library meets 
the small community requirement. 

NOTE: Use the actual population of the town/city in which your library is located, not the library’s service 
population. In many cases, when a library provides service to a surrounding area, the library's service 
population is larger than the town/city population.  

Rural Community Requirement 
If the town/city in which your library is located is more than, or equal to, five miles from an urbanized area 
(defined as a town/city with a population of 25,000 or greater), then your library meets the rural community 
requirement. NOTE: This applies from border to border. The border of the town/city in which your library is 
located must be 5 or more miles away from the border of town/city with a population of more than 25,000.  

Small & Rural Eligibility Q&A 
Q. I'm from a suburban library serving a population of less than 25,000. Is my library eligible? 

A. No. To be eligible, your library must meet both requirements for being a small and rural library. To be 
eligible, your library must be located in a town/city with a population of 25,000 or less and be located 5 
miles or more from a town/city with a population of 25,000 or more. 
 
Q. I’m from an academic library serving a student population of less than 25,000 but we are located in 
a city with a population of 25,000 or more. Is my library eligible for this opportunity? 

A. No. To be eligible, your library must be located in a town/city with a population of 25,000 or less and be 
located 5 miles or more from a town/city with a population of 25,000 or more. 
 
Q. My library service population is greater than 25,000; however, all the communities we serve are 
small/rural. Are we eligible? 

A. Eligibility is based on population of the town/city in which the library is located. You are eligible if your 
library is located in a town/city with a population of 25,000 or less and the town/city is more than, or equal 

https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/share/62emEY7fUGOhpof3I3xHqf1jVpRfVWP20xv-VPXBObt5rJPr_yxw756iZXB3n7C-.t8hPadKhupFH8nBd
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/250115_Slides_Grant_Writing_Basics.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/250115_Grant_Writing_Basics_Links_and_Resources.pdf
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to, five miles from a town/city with a population of 25,000 or more.  
 
Q. How do you measure the 5 or more miles portion of the rural definition? 

A. This applies from border to border. The border of the town/city in which your library is located must be 5 
or more miles away from the border of the town/city with a population of more than 25,000. 
 
Q. My library serves a small and rural community but is part of a consortium of libraries that serves 
more populated and/or less isolated areas as well. Is my library eligible? 

A. The library is eligible if it is located in a town/city with a population of 25,000 or less and the town/city is 
more than, or equal to, 5 miles from a town/city with a population of 25,000 or more. 
 
Q. My library serves a small and rural community; however, due to the way libraries are organized in 
our state, we are part of a regional/county/state institution that serves larger areas. Is my library 
eligible? 

A. Even if libraries in your state are part of a single state-wide institution (e.g., Hawaii State Public Library 
System) or are organized into regional/county systems (e.g., South Carolina or Wyoming county libraries), 
the library or branch is eligible if it meets both the rural and small requirements listed above. 
 
Q. I work in a tribal library in a small and rural community. Is my library eligible to apply? 

A. Yes. Tribal libraries serving small and rural communities are eligible to apply if the library meets both the 
small and rural requirements listed above. 
 

Friends Group Q&A 
Q. Does my Friends group need their 501(c)(3) status to apply for this grant program? 

A. No, a 501(c)(3) status is not needed, though United for Libraries does recommend that all Friends of the 
Library groups apply for and maintain 501(c)(3) status through the IRS. 
 
Q. We are just starting a Friends of the Library group. Are we eligible to apply for this grant program? 

A. Yes! A library that can demonstrate it is in the process of starting a Friends group is eligible to apply. On 
the application, you’ll be asked to share what you have done and what your next steps are planned toward 
starting a Friends group. 
 
Q. My library is a non-profit and we don’t need a Friends of the Library group. Are we eligible to apply? 

A. To be eligible to apply for this grant program, you must have an existing Friends group or be in the 
process of starting a Friends group. Friends of the Library groups exist to support any type of library, 
including public, school, academic, tribal, museum, special, non-profit, and prison libraries.  Even non-
profit libraries can benefit from having a separate group “friendraising,” fundraising, and advocating for the 
library. 
 

  



UNITED FOR LIBRARIES & PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE 2026 GRANT INFORMATION SESSION 1 - PG 4 
 

Miscellaneous Q&A 

Q. Can I share the recording, slides, and/or this FAQ with others? 
A. Yes, you can share!  
 
Q. Is a library Foundation eligible to apply for this grant program? 

A. No, this grant program is for Friends of the Library groups and libraries in the process of forming a 
Friends of the Library group. 
 
Q. I’m a library Trustee/Board Member. Can I apply for the grant? 

A. If your library has an existing Friends group, then the Friends group or library staff (on behalf of the 
Friends group) submits the application. If your library does not have a Friends group, the library can start 
the process now. So long as a library can demonstrate it is in the process of starting a Friends group and 
meets both the small and rural requirements, then the library may apply. In either case, the application is 
submitted by the Friends group or by library staff. 
 
Q. Can the Friends group apply for a $500 or $1,000 grant *and* the library apply for the in-kind book 
donation grant? 

A. You may apply for one of the three options - $500, $1,000, or $500 in-kind book donation grant.  
• If you apply for a $1,000 grant and are not selected, your application may be considered for a $500 

grant. 
• If you apply for a $500 in-kind book donation grant and are not selected, your application will *not* 

be considered for a $500 or $1,000 grant. 
 
Q. My library applied for a Libraries Transforming Communities (LTC) grant. Can we also apply for this 
grant program? 

A. Yes, your library's Friends group may apply for this grant program regardless of whether it or the library 
received an LTC grant. 
 
Q: Our Friends group received a 2025 United for Libraries and Penguin Random House Grant. Can we 
apply again? 

A: Yes, if your Friends group received a $500 or $1,000 cash grant, or a $500 in-kind grant in 2025, you may 
apply for a 2026 cash or in-kind grant. 
 
Q: My regional library serves four counties with nine branches. Can a branch from each county apply, 
or just one branch library in the regional system? 

A: Yes, each branch library’s Friends group can apply if (1) the branch has an existing Friends group or is in 
the process of starting one, *and* (2) the branch meets both the rural and small community requirements. 
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Q: Does the grant money have to be spent by September 30? 

A: Grant recipients will be asked to submit a short report by September 30; however, grant funds do *not* 
have to be spent in full by that date. If you have not spent all funds by September 30, you’ll submit a short 
status report, and we’ll follow up with you later when your project/program has been wrapped up. 
 
Q: How does the $500 in-kind book donation grant work? 

A: Books may be used for your library’s collection and/or a project/program. If you do not have specific 
titles to request, the Penguin Random House team will work with you to curate selections based on your 
genre, audience, and language needs. Eligible titles can be found at PRH.com; title prices are listed on the 
site. 
 

Q. Do libraries or Friends groups need to be members of ALA and/or United for Libraries to apply? 

A. No, membership is not a requirement for eligibility. 

 
Program and Project Examples 
During the information session, the following programs and/or projects were asked about in the chat. 
While each would be considered an eligible project and/or program, grant recipients will be selected based 
on the entirety of their application. As shared during the information session, the selected grant recipients 
will include diversity in geographic location, project/program, and library type. 

The following would all be considered as eligible projects/programs: 

• Starting and/or purchasing museum passes for a museum pass program. 
• Starting a volunteer program with platform costs, training/workshops, etc. 
• Starting a youth advisory group, including food to entice young people to attend/participate! 
• Author visits, performances, etc. 
• Expand summer reading club programming – children and/or adult. 
• See also the examples shared in the slides. 

Additional examples from 2025 grant recipients: 

• Upgrade Friends’ book sale room with metal shelving units. 
• Hold classes on gardening, food preparation, and seed saving in conjunction with the community 

garden, and create a seed library. 
• Purchase books for bookmobile and community outreach programs. 
• Add new kids’ playhouse and busy board to the children’s area. 
• Develop a website for the Friends of the Library. 
• Expand Go Book Go Bag project with children ages 2-5 with bilingual kits. 
• Expand Kids’ Kit program for children in grades K-3. 

 

http://prh.com/
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/United%20for%20Libraries%20%26%20Penguin%20Random%20House%202026%20Grant%20Information%20Session%201%20-%20Slides.pdf
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• Purchase Cricut and materials for library’s maker space, host related programming. 
• Purchase laptop for the library’s community room for audio and video support for programming. 
• Create STEAM kits for circulation. 
• Author program series; speaker program(s). 
• Programming for Banned Books Week and Pride Month. 
• Host Safe Sitter training 
• Improvements to teen area. 
• Marketing and promotional materials for the Friends group. 
• Immigrant/refugee outreach. 
• Install Aunt Flow free-vend dispenser. 
• Create library of things – gardening. 
• Create library of things  - birdwatching, microscopes, and snowshoes.  
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