
 
 

Tribute Resolution Honoring Sylvia Knight Norton Upon Her Retirement as Executive 
Director of the American Association of School Librarians Division of the American 

Library Association 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton, a long-time ALA member, became the Executive 
Director for the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) in 2013, leading the 
division for 12 years; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton brought extensive experience to her role as AASL 
Executive Director, having served as a high school librarian in Falmouth, Maine, and as 
the school library, technology planning, and E-rate coordinator in the Maine 
Department of Education.  She was an active member and president of both the 
Maine Association of School Librarians (MASL) and the New England School Library 
Association (NESLA).  Sylvia served as MASL’s representative to the AASL Affiliate 
Assembly.  Sylvia's roles included AASL Region Director, AASL Division Councilor, and  
AASL Executive Committee member. Sylvia also served as an ALA Councilor and on the 
ALA Executive Board (2011-2013); 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton championed and propagated the belief that school 
librarians are leaders in teaching and learning, ensuring that “Every school librarian is a 
leader; every learner has a school librarian;” 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton embedded AASL’s core values of innovation, equity, 
diversity, inclusion, intellectual freedom, and collaboration throughout all facets of the 
work of the association; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton provided advocacy and support for school librarians who 
were confronting adversity, such as book challenges and job losses, partnering with the 
ALA’s Office of Intellectual Freedom and the Public Policy and Advocacy Office; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton developed leadership opportunities for school librarians 
throughout the AASL membership, ALA membership, and the broader educational, 
librarian, and children’s literature landscapes;   

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton consistently advocated for AASL and school librarians 
within the larger ALA organization, including them in all facets of influence. She 
recognized the importance of a full library ecosystem and would consistently advocate 
for AASL and school librarians’ inclusion in larger ALA efforts; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton promoted and represented school libraries and school 
librarians throughout the national educational community; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton created and designed opportunities for conversation 
and collaboration among school librarians and school administrators, thereby 
strengthening the bonds between the two groups, including initiating free admission to 
conferences for all administrators attending with their school librarian; 

 

 



 
 
Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton led and implemented a robust strategic planning process 
in collaboration with AASL Boards as an integral part of the association; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton provided a vision and structure for the process of 
research-based standards’ development that culminated in the National School Library 
Standards for Learners, School Librarians, and School Libraries;   

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton was a key individual in working collaboratively with the 
ALA Washington Office to add language including effective school library programs 
into the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which replaced the No Child Left Behind 
version of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA); 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton worked tirelessly with AASL staff and the ALA Washington 
Office staff to provide workshops for state school library associations on how they could 
effectively advocate for inclusion of effective school library programs into the state 
plans required under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA); 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton was a key individual in working collaboratively with the 
offices of Senator Jack Reed and Representative Raul Grijalva to create language for 
and introduce the Right to Read Act (2022 and 2023). The Right to Read Act further 
updated the language in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to 
ensure all students, including low-income and minority students, children with disabilities, 
and English language learners, would have access to an effective school library staffed 
by a certified school librarian. The act also included language to require regular data 
collection on school libraries; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton worked with ALA staff, AASL staff, and AASL member 
volunteers to ensure the success of AASL National Conferences. She advocated for 
conference sessions to reflect the full spectrum of the school library profession, including 
teaching and learning, advocacy, and leadership, as well as the traditional reading 
and author sessions. She worked to connect concurrent sessions to the AASL National 
Standards to provide meaningful professional development for all school librarians; 

Whereas, Sylvia Knight Norton was a valued friend, colleague, and champion of school 
librarians across the nation, now, therefore, be it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:  



 
 

1. recognizes Sylvia Knight Norton for her years of service to the library profession 
and her role as Executive Director of the American Association of School 
Librarians (AASL); and  

2. expresses our gratitude for her leadership, contributions, and support for school 
libraries and school librarians; and 

3. a copy of this resolution be sent to Sylvia Knight Norton and her children. 
 
 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Monday, June 30, 2025, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
 

 

 


