
 
 

Tribute Resolution Honoring Dr. Carla Hayden 
Whereas, Dr. Carla Hayden has made significant contributions to the field of 
librarianship, serving as the 14th Librarian of Congress, and was the first woman and the 
first African American to hold this esteemed position; 

Whereas, Dr. Hayden’s tenure at the Library of Congress has been distinguished by her 
efforts to transform the institution into the “People’s Library,” breaking down barriers to 
access and championing transparency, openness, and engagement with the public; 

Whereas, as Librarian of Congress, she was the first professional librarian to hold the post 
since 1974; 

Whereas, she has worked to expand digital access to the Library’s vast collections, 
ensuring that materials are available to educators, students, researchers, and lifelong 
learners regardless of location; 

Whereas, Dr. Hayden has consistently advocated for equitable access to information 
and the importance of libraries as inclusive community anchors; 

Whereas, she earned both a Master's in Library Science and Ph.D. in Library Science 
from the University of Chicago;  

Whereas, during her distinguished career, Dr. Hayden served as CEO of the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library in Baltimore from 1993-2016, where she led transformative community-
focused initiatives, including keeping libraries open as safe havens during times of civil 
unrest; 

Whereas, in 1995, Dr. Hayden received the Librarian of the Year Award from Library 
Journal, becoming the first African American to receive the award. 

Whereas, Dr. Hayden served as the President of the American Library Association from 
2003-2004. During her presidency, she was ALA's leading voice in speaking out against 
provisions of the newly passed USA PATRIOT Act; 

Whereas, as a result of her advocacy in opposition to the USA PATRIOT Act, she was 
named Ms. Woman of the Year in 2003; 

Whereas, Dr. Hayden’s leadership and advocacy were instrumental in the 
development of the ALA’s Spectrum Scholarship Program, which continues to support 
and diversify the next generation of library professionals; 

Whereas, she has received recognition for her work from the ALA, including the 2013 
Joseph W. Lippincott Award, the 2017 Melvil Dewey Medal, the 2023 Ken Haycock 
Award for Promoting Librarianship, and was awarded ALA Honorary Membership in 
2018, the Association's highest honor.   

Whereas, she has received numerous accolades for her work and has achieved 
recognition as one of the most influential leaders in American librarianship; 

 



 
 
Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA) on behalf of its members: 

1. Honors Dr. Carla Hayden for her visionary leadership, her unwavering dedication 
to equity and access, and her transformative contributions to librarianship at the 
local and national level; 

2. Celebrates Dr. Hayden’s enduring legacy in making the Library of Congress a 
library truly for the people, and affirms its commitment to upholding the values 
she championed; 

3. Provides a copy of this resolution to be presented to Dr. Carla Hayden as an 
expression of the Association’s deepest gratitude and admiration. 

 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Monday, June 30, 2025, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
 

 


