
 
 
Resolution to Honor the Contributions of Librarians Commemorated in the "Librarians We 

Have Lost" Initiative (1976–2026) A Sesquicentennial Memorial Project 

Whereas the American Library Association (ALA) is commemorating its Sesquicentennial 
(1876–2026), providing an opportunity to reflect on the profession's history and those 
who have shaped its mission, values, and legacy; and 

Whereas the Librarians We Have Lost initiative (1976–2026) is a collective memorial 
project developed as part of the Sesquicentennial observance to honor the memory, 
service, and professional contributions of librarians, educators, and library workers over 
the past fifty years; and 

Whereas the initiative was launched and curated by Dr. Kathleen de la Peña McCook, 
Distinguished University Professor, and published by Brett Spencer, Editor of LHRT News 
and Notes to encourage historical reflection, scholarly contributions, and community 
engagement; and 

Whereas this digital memorial archive documents the rich diversity and enduring 
impact of library professionals across all sectors, including academic, school, public, 
and special libraries, as well as advocates and policy leaders; and 

Whereas the initiative contributes to the historical memory of the ALA community and 
embodies the association's ongoing commitment to diversity, equity, access, 
scholarship, and remembrance; now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

1. recognizes the Librarians We Have Lost initiative (1976–2026) as an integral part 
of ALA's Sesquicentennial commemoration; and 

2. encourages ALA members, divisions, and affiliates to engage with and 
contribute to the Librarians We Have Lost initiative as part of their own 
observance of the Sesquicentennial and in honoring the profession's legacy. 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Monday, June 30, 2025, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
 


