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Resolution Calling for Increased Awareness and Support for
The Merritt Fund

Whereas there have been unprecedented threats made to library workers, including
legislation criminalizing library work, legislation preventing libraries from participating in
the American Library Association or other professional organizations for necessary
support and defense from attacks, false characterization of library workers as “groomers,”
organized efforts by local chapters of extremist organizations to leverage culture war
issues to defund libraries, wrongful termination of employment of library workers who
identify with historically marginalized groups, threats of bombs and other violence at
libraries, and other efforts to make library work untenable for many in the profession;

Whereas the LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund was established in 1970 as a special trust
in memory of Dr. LeRoy C. Merritt, and is devoted to the support, maintenance, medical
care, and welfare of librarians who, in the Trustees' opinion, are: Denied employment
rights or discriminated against on the basis of gender, sexual orientation, race, color,
creed, age, disability, or place of national origin; Denied employment rights because of
defense of intellectual freedom; that is, threatened with loss of employment or
discharged because of their stand for the cause of intellectual freedom, including
promotion of freedom of the press, freedom of speech, the freedom of librarians to select
items for their collections from all the world’s written and recorded information, and
defense of privacy rights;

Whereas dedicated volunteer Trustees administer the fund and distribute support to
library workers in need.

Whereas donations to the Merritt Fund are not tax deductible, making fundraising even
more difficult.

Whereas an ad-hoc group of current Councilors, in coordination with the Merritt Fund’s
fundraising group, has created a toolkit designed to help individuals and groups with
soliciting donations for and promoting the usage of the Merritt Fund.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sMT8rt2Bsh LUpMdxVMss7w 1d8fUwWRsTi3XkVpM
NRZU/editeusp=sharing

Whereas members of the American Library Association are, in the words of current ALA
President Cindy Hohl, “...concerned that the [November 5, 2024] election results portend
attacks on libraries, library workers, and readers"’;

"https://www.ala.org/news/2024/11/ala-vows-defend-intellectual-freedom-and-access-information-
against-political-threats
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Whereas we are already seeing legislative and personal attacks on libraries and library
workers such as lowa Bill HF521 “Criminalizing Librarianship” and Texas Bill HB1025
“Criminalization of Librarianship; Parental Rights/Notification” among many others;

Whereas the threats made to library workers are thus expected to continue and increase,
resulting in more demand for support from these resources; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

1. Calls on allmembers and supporters to donate to the Merritt Fund as they are able
and encourage their communities to donate as well.

2. Calls on all Chapters, Divisions, Round Tables, and other units of ALA and affiliated
organizations to identify ways to encourage fundraising for the Merritt Fund, using
the toolkit as needed, and asking their supporters and aligned groups to
participate and support librarians facing these extraordinary challenges.

3. Calls on all Chapters, Divisions, Round Tables, and other units of ALA and affiliated
organizations to identify ways to increase awareness of the Merritt Fund among
their membership, particularly providing information and assistance on how to
apply for support from the fund.

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association
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