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Memorial Resolution Honoring Steven Kerchoff

Whereas Steven Kerchoff served the library profession with distinction and dedication
throughout his exemplary career;

Whereas he made invaluable contributions to the Library of Congress, advancing its
mission and enhancing its services;

Whereas he contributed to networking and improved access to information resources
for Federal libraries through his leadership with the Federal Library and Information
Center Committee (FLICC) and the Federal Library and Information Network (FEDLINK);

Whereas he served with distinction as an ALA/USIA Library Book Fellow, fostering cultural
exchange and information sharing;

Whereas as an Information Resource Officer for the United States State Department, he
represented American librarianship with honor on the international stage, building
bridges of understanding and cooperation across borders;

Whereas Steven was a pioneering and steadfast member of what is now the American
Library Association's Rainbow Round Table, advocating for inclusion and diversity within
the profession;

Whereas Steven was an early and thoughtful adopter of library technology;

Whereas, Steven served as a mentor to newer colleagues in the profession by sharing
with them a more expansive picture of librarianship;

Whereas Steven was a warm and generous colleague and consummate host with the
gift of hospitality and a talent for bringing people together;

Whereas, as a regular attendee at the Guadalajara Book Fair, Steven mentored
librarians attending for the first time;

Whereas he generously shared his musical talents with colleagues and community,
enriching the lives of those around him as a performer, advocate, volunteer, and
sponsor of the arts;

Whereas Steven continued to contribute to the profession and his community after his
retirement to Santa Fe;

Whereas his sudden passing in March 2025 has left a void and profound silence in the
hearts of his many friends and colleagues;
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Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:

1.

recognizes the significant contributions of Steven Kerchoff to librarianship and to
ALA;

acknowledges his role as an ambassador for libraries and information services
both domestically and internatfionally;

appreciates his early and ongoing commitment to diversity and inclusion within
the profession;

extends its sincerest condolences to his family, friends, and colleagues;

honors his memory by continuing to uphold the values of service, excellence,
and inclusivity that he championed throughout his career.

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association
Monday, June 30, 2025, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA

S

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive
Director, and Secretary of the ALA
Council
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