
 
 

Memorial Resolution Honoring Rep. Raúl Grijalva 

 
Whereas, the library community lost a valued Library Champion on March 13, 2025, with 
the passing of Representative Raúl Grijalva; and 

Whereas, Rep. Raúl Grijalva represented the residents of Arizona in the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 2003-2025; and 
 
Whereas, Raúl Grijalva was a member of the Pima County (AZ) Board of Supervisors 
from 1989-2002; and 
 
Whereas, as a member of the Pima County (AZ) Board of Supervisors, he was a 
champion of the Tucson Pima Public Library, and spearheaded construction of new 
library branches in distressed areas of the city including the Quincy-Douglas branch; 
and 
 
Whereas, as a member of the Pima County (AZ) Board of Supervisors he also 
successfully lobbied for a property tax increase to support the local library system; and 
 
Whereas, as a champion of literacy and equal access to school libraries and school 
librarians, he introduced the Right to Read Act in the 117th and 118th Congresses; and 
 
Whereas, he introduced the 2018 reauthorization of the Museum and Library Services 
Act during the 115th Congress. The bill was amended and reauthorized through FY2023 
the Museum and Library Services Act and provided funding for library services and 
technology act through FY2023. The bill expanded the definition of "library" and 
"museum" to include a tribal library or museum and expanded the services museums 
are authorized to provide; and 
 
Whereas, he led the annual appropriations request letter for the Library Services and 
Technology Act; and 
 
Whereas, he introduced the Strengthening Kids’ Interest in Learning and Libraries Act 
(SKILLS) multiple times which was a predecessor bill to the Right to Read Act; and 
 
Whereas, he championed the inclusion of libraries in Student Aid and Fiscal 
Responsibility Act of 2009; and 
 
Whereas, as a long-serving member of the House Committee on Education and Labor, 
Rep. Grijalva spoke publicly against the harms of book banning in an April 26, 2023 op-
ed published in the Tucson Sentinel; and 
 
Whereas, he was awarded with the Public Service Award in 2011 by the Association of 
Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations (now United for Libraries); and 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/advocacy/content/libfunding/school/Copy%20of%20The%20Right%20to%20Read%20Act%201-Pager.pdf
https://grijalva.house.gov/rep-grijalva-celebrates-passage-library-and-museum-funding-bill/
https://www.ala.org/news/news/pressreleases2009/september2009/amendment_wo
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/opinion/report/042623_grijalva_reading_op/grijalva-protecting-our-students-right-read/
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/opinion/report/042623_grijalva_reading_op/grijalva-protecting-our-students-right-read/
https://www.ala.org/news/2023/03/altaff-awards-2011-public-service-award-congressman-raul-m-grijalva-d-az-0


 
 
Whereas, the ALA Council passed a resolution thanking Rep. Grijalva and other 
members of congress for the 2018 reauthorization of the Museum and Library Services 
Act; and 
 
Whereas, he was awarded with the Crystal Apple Award in 2023 by the American 
Association of School Librarians (AASL); and 
 
Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA) on behalf of its members 

1. Recognizes the significant contributions and accomplishments of Representative 
Raúl Grijalva on behalf of all libraries and their communities; and 

2. Extends its sincerest condolences to his family and friends. 
 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Monday, June 30, 2025, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
 

 

 

 

https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/aboutala/content/Resolution%20Commending%20the%20Reauthorization%20of%20the%20Museum%20and%20Library%20Services%20Act-FINAL.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/ALA%20CD%2020.1%20Committee%20on%20Legislation%20Report_AC%202024.pdf

