
 
 

Memorial Resolution Honoring Linda Ernst 
Whereas, the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), the American Library 
Association (ALA), and the broader library community lost a dedicated leader, 
advocate, and mentor with the passing of Linda Ernst on January 14, 2025; 

Whereas, Linda Ernst was a passionate champion for children’s services, with a strong 
focus on early literacy, and an enthusiastic proponent of high-quality, engaging 
children’s literature and media;  

Whereas, she worked as a children’s librarian for more than 40 years, including 35 years 
with the King County Library System in Washington (1984–2019), where she enriched the 
lives of countless children, families, and colleagues through her dedication to inclusive, 
engaging, and developmentally appropriate programming; 

Whereas, she served as a member of the ALSC Board of Directors (2017-2020) and 
contributed her insights and leadership to various ALSC committees, including her work 
on the Maureen Hayes Author/Illustrator Visit Award Committee, supporting equitable 
access to author visits for underserved communities; 

Whereas, Linda authored four well-regarded resources to support early literacy and 
programming for young children: Lapsit Services for the Very Young (1995), Lapsit 
Services for the Very Young II (2001), Baby Rhyming Time (2008), and The Essential Lapsit 
Guide (2015), which have been widely used by librarians serving infants and toddlers; 

Whereas, Linda Ernst was instrumental in the evaluation and promotion of excellence in 
children’s media, notably through her contributions to the 2007 Caldecott Committee 
and the 2013 Sibert Award Committee, and provided professional development in 
children’s librarianship at both local and national levels; 

Whereas, outside her formal roles, she was admired for her mentorship, collaborative 
spirit, and commitment to empowering new generations of children’s librarians; 

Whereas, Linda Ernst’s kindness, wit, insight, and unwavering dedication to children’s 
access to literature enriched all who had the privilege of knowing and working with her; 
and 

Whereas, her true legacy lies in the enduring impact she had on library service to 
children and on the many librarians she mentored and inspired throughout her career, 
now, therefore, be it 

 

 

 

 

Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members: 



 
 

1. Recognizes the significant contributions of Linda Ernst to the field of children’s 
librarianship and to the mission and work of the Association for Library Service to 
Children; and 

2. Expresses its deepest sympathy to Linda Ernst’s family, friends, and colleagues, 
especially her husband David Ernst and daughter Jessica Ernst. 
 

 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Monday, June 30, 2025, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
 

 


