
 
 

Memorial Resolution Honoring Dr. Gordon Baker 
WHEREAS, Dr. Gordon Baker, Dean of Libraries Emeritus at Clayton State University, 
passed away after a lifetime of unwavering service and dedication to libraries, 
librarianship, and library advocacy; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Baker’s exemplary career in librarianship spanned more than 45 years, 
including service in a variety of roles at Clayton State University Library, culminating in 
his leadership as Dean of Libraries; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Baker was an influential educator who generously shared his expertise as 
an adjunct instructor in the Department of Library and Information Studies at Valdosta 
State University, inspiring the next generation of library professionals; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Baker demonstrated exceptional leadership through his service as 
President of the Georgia Library Association, the Georgia Association for Instructional 
Technology, and the Georgia Library Media Association; and 

WHEREAS, he extended his impact regionally and nationally by serving a two-year term 
as President of the Southeastern Library Association and a two-year term as President of 
the American Library Association’s United for Libraries Board of Directors, after having 
served as a trustee-at-large on the Board since 2018; and 

WHEREAS, he served with distinction as Administrator of the Southeastern Library 
Association, guiding the Association for over 20 years, serving in a variety of roles 
including Chair of the Awards and Constitution & Handbook Committees. His 
unwavering support of SELA will leave a lasting legacy; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Baker was an outstanding public library trustee who served on the Henry 
County Public Library System’s Board of Trustees for 18 years, including 14 years as Chair, 
guiding the system through critical funding challenges with wisdom and resolve; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Baker continued his support of public libraries through his service as a 
public library trustee for the Live Oak Public Library System, including four years as 
Chatham County Trustee, and as Chair of the Live Oak Public Library Regional Board of 
Trustees Chair 2022-2024, during which he successfully led the system through its search 
for a new Executive Director; and 

WHEREAS, his extraordinary advocacy and enduring contributions earned him 
numerous prestigious honors, including the Southeastern Library Association Hal 
Mendelsohn Award in 2016, Georgia Public Library Champion of the Year in 2019, the 
Distinguished Service Award, the William E. Patterson Award, the Bob Richardson 
Award, and a resolution from the Georgia House of Representatives, as well as a 
commendation by Georgia Governor Brian Kemp; and 

 

 

 



 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Baker’s profound influence and commitment to the library profession 
extended beyond formal titles, earning him the affectionate moniker “Mr. Library” in 
Georgia, and the admiration of colleagues and friends throughout Georgia, the 
Southeast, and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Baker’s wise counsel, tireless advocacy, and thoughtful collaboration 
enriched countless institutions and individuals, leaving a legacy of excellence, 
mentorship, and friendship; and 

WHEREAS, even in retirement, Dr. Baker continued to serve, continuing his roles in the 
American Library Association, United for Libraries, and the Southeastern Library 
Association, further exemplifying his lifelong dedication to library service; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the American Library Association, on behalf of 
its members, recognizes with profound gratitude the life, service, and legacy of Dr. 
Gordon Baker; now, therefore be it; 

Resolved, that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members: 

1. Record in the minutes of the American Library Association Council, and that a 
copy be sent to Dr. Baker’s family as an expression of our deepest sympathy and 
respect. 

 

 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Monday, June 30, 2025, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive 
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