
 
 

Resolution Honoring Clara Nalli Bohrer for Her Exceptional Service to the American 
Library Association and its divisions, especially the Public Library Association 

Whereas, Clara Nalli Bohrer is a leader of and champion for public libraries who 
demonstrates an unwavering dedication to advancing libraries in a multitude of 
ways but especially through her lasting contributions and commitment to the Public 
Library Association (PLA) and the American Library Association (ALA), as exemplified 
by her strategic, innovative, impactful, and exceptional leadership and service; and 

Whereas, Clara was vital to the creation, development, and highly successful field-
wide implementation of PLA/ALSC’s Every Child Ready to Read, a transformative 
early literacy initiative that sparked foundational change in library early literacy 
programs, supporting them in newly expanded education efforts that focus not only 
on the child but include parents and caregivers, thus leading to improved literacy 
potential for pre-school children. Beyond increasing the promise of success for 
countless young children and their families, the program offers an exceptional 
opportunity to showcase the significant positive impact of public libraries on their 
communities and resulted in both local recognition at libraries as well as national 
recognition and honors, including The ASAE Center for Association Leadership’s 
prestigious “Power of Associations Award;” and  
 
Whereas, she has held a wide range of leadership roles including President, Fiscal 
Officer, and director of the PLA Board of Directors, as a member of the ALSC Board 
of Directors, and as a member of the YALSA Board of Directors, contributing her 
deep knowledge of public librarianship along with her expansive understanding of 
ALA’s organizational and financial structures; and 
  
Whereas, Clara led a range of PLA fundraising and grant efforts including supporting 
and increasing donations to the Friends of PLA, as well as lending her considerable 
expertise in support of the submission of the Legacy grant to the Gates Foundation, 
which resulted in over $14 million in funding for PLA leadership training, outcome 
measurement data collection and tools that support library advocacy efforts, 
increased organizational excellence in PLA and ALA, expanded fundraising 
capacity, and increased national networking opportunities; and  
 
Whereas, she has contributed significantly to multiple pivotal initiatives and critical 
work in support of public libraries and the work of PLA and ALA such as chairing PLA 
and ALA Conference Committees in order to foster high quality, innovative 
programming that strengthens public library service, the ALA Operating Agreement 
Implementation Task Force, and the Telecommunications Subcommittee; and 



 
 
Whereas, Clara served on the ALA Planning and Budget Assembly, ALA Council, 
and ALA Budget Analysis and Review Committee, providing invaluable guidance 
and strategic organizational and financial expertise; and 
 
Whereas, her exceptional work and the results produced for public libraries and PLA 
and ALA have been recognized with prominent awards such as the IMLS National 
Medal for Museum and Library Service for the library she directed, the nation’s 
highest honor given to libraries, as well the highly coveted ALA Peggy Sullivan Award 
for Public Library Administrators Supporting Library Service to Children and many 
other awards; and 
 
Whereas, Clara’s work has supported critical advocacy efforts for libraries, including 
the establishment and development of the ALA Policy Corps initiative as a member 
of the original Working Group and Jim Neal’s Presidential Advisory Committee and 
ALA Legislative Committees, amplifying the role of libraries in shaping informed 
communities; and 
 
Whereas, her dedication extended to committees like the Ernie DiMattia Award for 
Innovation & Service to Community, the ALA Conference Accessibility Task Force, 
and the Spectrum Giving Circle, reflecting her commitment to equity, diversity, and 
inclusion; and 
 
Whereas, Clara has been a driving force in advancing literacy, professional 
development, and public library services, leaving a lasting legacy through her 
leadership, generosity, and vision; now, therefore, be it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Resolved, that the Board of Directors of the Public Library Association express their 
deepest gratitude and appreciation to Clara Bohrer for her extraordinary service, her 
outstanding contributions to the library profession, and her unwavering dedication to 
libraries and the communities they serve. 
 
Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association 
Sunday, January 26, 2025, ALA LibLearnX (LLX), Phoenix, AZ 

 

Leslie Burger, Interim ALA Executive 
Director, and Secretary of the ALA 
Council 
 
 
 


