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Introduction 

The Advocating for Advocacy: Sharing Advocacy Best Practices project, convened by 

the Association for Library Services to Children (ALSC) and the Young Adult Library Services 

Association (YALSA), aims to strengthen advocacy efforts for youth and children’s library 

services. Recognizing the increasing challenges libraries are facing in our nation, including book 

bans, government interference, and funding cuts, this initiative seeks to assess and improve how 

advocacy resources are presented by these organizations and used by librarians and other 

stakeholders. The primary objectives are to evaluate existing advocacy tools, recommend 

improvements or new resources, and offer strategies to better communicate these efforts to 

members. With input from Emerging Leaders, the project emphasizes bringing fresh perspectives 

to enhance the accessibility, relevance, and impact of advocacy work. The final deliverable will 

be an internal report with actionable recommendations to help ALSC and YALSA reimagine 

their advocacy strategies and guide future resource development and organizational priorities. 

Process 

After consulting with our member guide to clarify our goals and expected outcomes, 

Group B began our efforts by evaluating the advocacy resources ALSC and YALSA currently 

offer and comparing these resources to those maintained by other national and state 

organizations, such as the American Library Association (ALA), the American Association of 

School Librarians (AASL), and our state library associations. We each reside in states currently 

being affected by restrictive legislation that directly impacts school and youth librarians 

(Missouri, North Dakota, and Texas), so it made sense for us to consult these state organizations 

for ideas and opportunities for action. Throughout the process, we met at least biweekly, 

maintained a group calendar to keep us organized and focused, and checked in with our resource 
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leaders as needed. This process led us to analyze the advocacy websites for both ALSC and 

YALSA in the manner described below.  

As both organizations have considerable content developed over many years, we began 

by creating a list of all the available web pages and resources we could find and decided to do an 

analysis of each of these resources individually. After this initial scan and some preliminary 

notes, we then classified each resource into broad categories of focus and divided the categorical 

sections among group members for further review and suggestions. In order to capitalize on the 

efforts of those before us, we focused our energies on suggesting updates and changes for 

currently available resources. After sharing our findings and discussing with the larger group, we 

prepared a SWOC (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges) analysis (Appendix A) 

to capture the broad strokes of our findings and help us move toward the writing of our report 

and creation of our deliverables. We also established further goals and deadlines to make sure we 

had time to submit our report to our member guides for review and amend based upon any 

feedback we receive. 

Challenges 

This project’s challenges were derived mainly from the urgent nature of advocacy work 

for American libraries in relation to legislation, funding, and book challenges at this time. 

According to the ALA Office of Intellectual Freedom, 4,190 total titles were challenged by 

organized groups (described as “extremist”) in 2024, whereas the average number of titles 

challenged each year by these groups between 2001-2020 was 46.1 Additionally, the 

inflammatory rhetoric and divisive actions of the current presidential administration, including 

the dismantling of the Institute for Museum and Library Services (IMLS), has contributed to 

1 “Censorship by the Numbers” (April 2025), American Library Association Office for Intellectual Freedom, 
https://www.ala.org/bbooks/censorship-numbers 
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funding cuts to libraries and library programs. Along with the rise in book bans and funding 

challenges, library staff have seen an increase in legislation targeting library services and 

programs, especially those who serve children and teens.  

The speed at which legislation that directly impacts libraries and library patrons is being 

introduced and enacted means there is more pressure now on organizations like ALA, ALSC, 

and YALSA to provide timely information and advice to all those who would like to advocate for 

their local libraries. Therefore, we anticipate that ALSC and YALSA operatives have 

experienced and will continue to experience internal operational challenges in regard to 

maintaining timely and effective advocacy resources for a number of different audiences, 

including librarians, local government, and community members. Although it is important for 

projects like these to address the major issues facing libraries today with the proper urgency, it is 

also important that what we suggest is doable for the individuals, often volunteers, who are 

directly responsible for implementing changes and providing these resources.  

Outcomes 

Resource Review 

ALSC 

ALSC has a considerable amount of advocacy-focused content, including the Everyday 

Advocacy website with a cumulative thirty-three pages of content, the eight-page “Championing 

Children’s Services Toolkit” PDF, and regular posts by members of the Public Awareness and 

Advocacy Committee on the ALSC blog. There is quality content and information in all these 

formats, and the careful effort taken by committee members (past and present) and contributors 

is evident. Both the Everyday Advocacy website and the “Championing Children’s Services 

Toolkit” focus on actionability and approachable steps that the reader can use to build advocacy 
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efforts into habitual practice—small actions to make big differences. Much of the content on this 

site remains relevant and reworkable to support future advocacy efforts and resources. 

In addition, the varying formats of content creation (through the site, toolkit, and blog 

posts) strengthen ALSC’s ability to reach members and make the resources known. Regular blog 

posts by the Public Awareness and Advocacy Committee keep the many facets of advocacy on 

members’ radars and allow the committee, and therefore greater organization, to pivot and 

respond more quickly to current issues, while the website and toolkit allow for a deeper and 

more long standing look at the topic in greater scope. The focus on community engagement that 

lies at the heart of all three resource channels is crucial to advocacy work and a particularly 

effective approach on which to build content and efforts. 

The major weakness currently impacting ALSC’s advocacy page on their website is the 

site map (Appendix C) itself. Although the distribution of information and the way it is 

categorized is not necessarily faulty, the fact that navigating the site requires a lot of clicks 

means that users are likely to get lost when searching for resources, and this may result in less 

people using the site. The many individual tabs also make it difficult for maintaining and 

updating the site and its various webpages. Additionally, the casual and informal tone currently 

used throughout the site that historically made advocacy resources more approachable is less 

suited to the urgency many libraries and library professionals face in an era of increased crisis 

advocacy needs. 

The challenges we are seeing that are impacting those who would be seeking resources 

from ALSC are happening rapidly, so ideally, an effective advocacy site would be updated as 

needed (at this time, nearly every day). These kinds of continuous, up-to-the-minute updates and 

emergency calls to action may be difficult to implement if the organization is not currently 
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composed of individuals who can dedicate hours of their work time each week to creating and 

maintaining needed resources. Additionally, many of the pages and resources currently linked on 

the ALSC advocacy site are from before 2020, and much of the controversy that has grown has 

progressed rapidly since then. There is a lot of potential for redirecting the site in order to be a 

more accessible and continuously updated resource. 

YALSA 

The YALSA advocacy website offers a wealth of opportunities for library staff seeking to 

engage in meaningful advocacy. One of its key advantages is the clarity it provides in 

distinguishing between advocacy and lobbying, helping professionals navigate legal boundaries 

and stay aligned with organizational policies. The site emphasizes the broader impact of library 

services, framing advocacy efforts around the benefits to teens and the community rather than 

focusing on institutional or personal gain. Its practical, action-oriented approach that includes 

concrete suggestions such as inviting City Council members to events or educating local officials 

is effective, and there are plenty of opportunities to update these suggestions for the current 

moment.  

The advocacy toolkit is robust, packed with valuable resources and strategies tailored to 

different time commitments through its helpful “if you have…” format. While some materials 

may not be completely up to date, the site still serves as an excellent starting point for those 

looking to advocate effectively for teen services in libraries. Although it is organized well into 

practical sections that target specific audiences, the toolkit currently exists in a static presentation 

format. Because it is delivered in a series of PDFs, it can be difficult to update quickly and may 

not engage a younger or tech-savvy (or, for that matter, technologically lacking) audience 

effectively. The infographic has relevant information, but the colors are not contrasting enough 
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for those who may have visual impairments. Overall, there are limited accessibility (See 

Appendix F) features throughout the toolkit. It is lacking accommodations like alt text or 

multilingual translations. 

Recommendations 

Both organizations’ sites and resources would benefit from fewer individual web pages, 

an increased focus on web accessibility (See Appendix F), updated links and linked resources, 

and prioritization of web-borne content over the harder-to-maintain PDF formats. Both could 

also benefit from incorporating more sample templates for suggested action, like sample letters 

(see Appendix B) and phone call scripts. In addition, there is a natural overlap in national 

advocacy efforts by both ALSC and YALSA—many bills and current concerns affect both 

groups’ functions and audiences. Even state-level bills often trend nationally in varying forms, 

making it important for library staff and library advocates to keep abreast of news across the 

nation. ALSC and YALSA could jointly fill a need in this area by providing advocacy-focused 

news roundups biweekly or monthly, via email blast or through the maintenance of a dedicated 

ALA Connect channel. The American Alliance of Museums does a monthly Advocacy Alert 

where individuals can keep abreast of advocacy-related news updates, organizational advocacy 

efforts and tips, as well as relevant upcoming advocacy activities like town halls, webinars, and 

more.2 A similar format could be utilized for library-centric links and resources by ALSC and 

YALSA. 

ALSC and YALSA have the opportunity to use this turbulent time to call for more 

community support, both from the library community and from local communities that are under 

threat. More and more people are learning about libraries and how important they are to the 

2 “March Advocacy Updates – IMLS Update and Take Action,” American Alliance of Museums, March 26, 2025, 
https://www.aam-us.org/2025/03/26/march-advocacy-updates-imls-update-and-take-action/. 
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communities they serve online, especially on social media. A stronger foundational advocacy 

website would allow for those who would like to support libraries to share and capitalize on the 

growing movement for library advocacy. There are so many opportunities for people to 

participate in this work, including speaking at legislative sessions, calling and emailing 

representatives, participating in local governance opportunities like library advisory board 

meetings, and simply spreading awareness about the good that libraries do and how to protect 

this.  

ALSC 

There is an opportunity to restructure the advocacy webpage into a more accessible, 

user-friendly site with a focus on issues that are the most in need of attention at a given time, and 

there are a number of ways ALSC could go about this. Currently, the homepage for the entire 

ALSC website has a link to information about the executive order targeting IMLS. One 

possibility would be for ALSC to use the momentum generated from those who have mobilized 

as a result of this executive order by linking directly to the advocacy site with more information 

about IMLS in addition to other legislation or issues that require more immediate action. For 

example, the Texas state legislature is currently working to pass legislation that would severely 

impact children’s librarians and youth library patrons, and the Texas Freedom to Read Project3 

(TFRP) is calling for volunteers to testify, call, and email about the proposed bills. ALSC could 

easily link to the advocacy work and suggestions already put together by the TFRP and other 

advocacy groups from other states. This would result in a more active hub of information with 

more concrete steps for individuals visiting the site to take. At minimum, the number of 

individual webpages currently comprising the Everyday Advocacy site should be reduced, 

combined, and streamlined. There is also a lot of potential for reorganizing the resources that are 

3 Texas Freedom to Read Project (2023), https://www.txftrp.org/  
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currently linked into a more streamlined list based upon intended audiences (library 

administration, librarians themselves, patrons, etc.).  

In addition, ALSC can use the adaptability of short-form content to link back to the 

organization's advocacy resources and better market these resources. The ALSC Blog is an asset 

in its status as an established channel for adaptable content. It gives Public Awareness and 

Advocacy Committee members the opportunity to respond to current advocacy concerns in a 

timelier manner than is possible through the toolkit and Everyday Advocacy site. If more of 

these advocacy posts referred directly back to established resources like the toolkit or resources 

of the Everyday Advocacy site, it could drive more attention to these long-form resources for the 

people that need them. In the same way, the Everyday Advocacy site currently has the Get 

Inspired tab with submitted advocacy efforts, many of which are over a decade old. Rather than 

maintaining this separate hub for such content, ALSC could adapt modern case studies in 

advocacy as individual blog posts by the Public Awareness and Advocacy Committee (or 

denoted by an advocacy tag) on the ALSC blog, as well. 

Public-Awareness-and-Advocacy-Committee-led We Are ALSC Chats could be strategized 

similarly, making the most of established channels to further advocacy goals and bring awareness 

to what resources are available. See Appendix D for a list of suggestions. 

YALSA 

YALSA has a strong foundation of advocacy resources, but there are clear opportunities 

to refresh, repackage, and expand these offerings for greater impact. Some potential avenues 

YALSA might take could include maintaining a repository of case studies that highlight 

real-world advocacy success stories from members, including those in diverse communities and 

those using innovative strategies. There is also the potential to create or highlight a peer 
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mentorship network to help facilitate connections between experienced advocates and 

newcomers for one-on-one support, advice, and collaboration. Implement regular surveys and 

feedback loops to gather input from members on resource usefulness and emerging advocacy 

challenges. 

While the YALSA website offers strong foundational tools, it also presents some 

challenges that can make it harder for users to engage consistently. One significant issue is the 

overwhelming number of links and pages, which can make navigation confusing and 

time-consuming. Users may struggle to find exactly what they need without a clear path or 

summary of resources. Additionally, while the site promotes actionable advocacy, it often lacks 

concrete examples that would help users take the first step—such as sample letters, email 

templates, or outlines for presentations. These kinds of ready-to-use resources could significantly 

lower the barrier for busy library staff who want to advocate but don’t have time to start from 

scratch. Moreover, some content is outdated, lacking regular updates that reflect current 

advocacy priorities or emerging challenges for teen services. Creating a more curated, regularly 

refreshed “quick start” section with bite-sized, high-impact actions and real-world examples 

could make advocacy feel more approachable and sustainable. See Appendix E for a list of 

updated resources. 

Conclusion 

            While the results of this report were compiled before the announced 2026 reunification of 

ALSC and YALSA, many of our findings focus on the natural collaboration opportunities and 

overlapping advocacy focuses of these two organizations. In highlighting the strengths and 

weaknesses of the organizations’ current advocacy offerings, as well as their opportunities for 

growth, this report provides a starting point of ideas for immediate implementation and lays 
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some groundwork for how combined future efforts could look to provide members with a more 

effective, timely hub of advocacy resources. 

Appendix A: SWOC Analyses 

 

Strengths 
Practical & Actionable Suggestions 
Approachable Internal Advocacy 
Community Focus & Engagement 
Multi-Faceted Approach 
Quick Activities 

Weaknesses 
Inefficient Information 
Overwhelming Web Pages 
Informal Tone 
Outdated Content 
Outdated Resources 
Lack of Samples/Examples 
No Connection to Webpage(s) or Social 
Media 

Opportunities 
Streamlining Resources 
Inclusive Content 
New Advocacy Approaches 
Member Communication 
Provide Templates For Legislative 
Communication 
Collaborations With Other ALA Chapters 
Focus On Community Benefits 

Challenges 
Rapid Legislation 
Continuous Updates 
Committee Turnover 
Workload on Members 
Resource Maintenance 
Avoiding Legal Issues 
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Appendix B: Sample Letters 

[Your Name] 
[Your Job Title] 
[Library Name] 
[Library Address] 
[City, State, ZIP] 
[Email Address] | [Phone Number] 
[Date] 
 
The Honorable [Recipient’s Name] 
[Title] 
[Office or Organization] 
[Address] 
[City, State, ZIP] 
 
Dear [Recipient’s Name], 
 
I am writing to express my deep concern regarding [briefly state the issue—e.g., proposed 
budget cuts, staffing reductions, restricted access to resources] and to advocate for the continued 
support and investment in [Library Name], which serves as a vital resource for our community. 
 
Each day, our library provides critical services that extend far beyond books. We offer safe 
spaces for teens after school, access to technology and the internet for those without it at home, 
early literacy programs for young children, and lifelong learning opportunities for adults. For 
many in our community, the library is not a luxury—it is a necessity. 
 
Just last month, [insert a brief, personal story or example—a teen gaining job skills through a 
library workshop, a parent learning digital literacy, a student using the library to complete their 
homework]. Stories like these are not uncommon; they happen every day within our walls. 
 
As our community faces new challenges and opportunities, libraries remain an essential partner 
in education, economic recovery, and civic engagement. I respectfully urge you to support 
[specific ask—e.g., continued funding, reconsideration of proposed cuts, support for a new 
initiative], so that we can continue to meet the evolving needs of the people we serve. 
 
Thank you for your time, your leadership, and your commitment to our shared future. I would 
welcome the opportunity to speak with you further or invite you to visit our library and see 
firsthand the difference we’re making. 
 
Sincerely, 
[Your Name] 
[Your Title] 
[Library Name] 
 
—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Dear [President’s Name] and Members of the School Board, 
 
I am writing to advocate on behalf of the [School Name] Library, a cornerstone of our students’ 
academic and personal development. As the head librarian, I have the privilege of witnessing 
every day how students thrive when they are given access to robust library services, diverse 
collections, and a welcoming space to read, research, create, and grow. 
 
Recently, I learned of [briefly state the issue—e.g., potential staffing reductions, proposed 
changes to library funding, shifts in access to materials], and I would like to share how such 
changes could significantly affect our students’ learning opportunities. Our library is more than a 
room of books—it is a dynamic learning hub that fosters literacy, digital citizenship, critical 
thinking, and a love for reading across all grade levels. 
 
Just this semester, we’ve supported research projects in science and social studies, hosted book 
clubs that have sparked meaningful student discussions, and taught essential information literacy 
skills that align with curriculum and state standards. We’ve also been a haven for students 
seeking quiet focus, connection, or guidance. 
 
Our work directly supports district goals around academic achievement, equity, and student 
well-being. School libraries with certified staff and up-to-date resources are linked to higher test 
scores, improved reading levels, and more confident learners. Continued investment in library 
programs and personnel is an investment in every student’s success. 
 
I respectfully urge the board to maintain [or reinstate/increase] support for our school library. I 
also invite you to visit the library to see firsthand the vital role it plays in our school community. 
Thank you for your leadership and your commitment to ensuring that all students have the 
resources they need to succeed. 
 
Sincerely, 
[Your Name] 
Librarian 
[School Name] 
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Appendix C: ALSC Site Map 
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Appendix D: ALSC Updated Resource List 

The following is a condensed resource hub based on the Resources from ALA, Resources 

Outside of Libraries, and Advocating for Equity pages on the Everyday Advocacy Site. 

Library Resources 

Resources from ALA 

AASL Advocacy Toolkit The American Association of School Librarians’ Advocacy Toolkit 

offers a wealth of tools and tips, talking points, sample materials, and other resources to help 

school librarians speak out. 

ALA Adverse Legislation Tracker Keep up on legislation affecting libraries across the nation 

with ALA’s Adverse Legislation Tracker. Use the Addressing Adverse Legislation guide and the 

State Legislative Toolkit to address issues in your state. 

ALA Advocacy Tools has everything you've ever wanted to know about building relationships, 

responding to local library issues, making a budget presentation, and so much more. 

Budget in the Crosshairs? Navigating a Challenging Budget Year A useful quick guide on 

addressing budget challenges and how to advocate for your institution when facing such, 

developed by ALA. 

Frontline Advocacy Toolkit Every day librarians and library workers around the country serve 

at the “front lines,” providing critical services to their community. Most don’t even realize the 

opportunities and potential they have to advocate for the value of libraries and their own value on 

14 

https://www.ala.org/alsc/initiatives/everyday-advocacy/be-informed/ala-resources
https://www.ala.org/alsc/initiatives/everyday-advocacy/be-informed/outside-resources
https://www.ala.org/alsc/initiatives/everyday-advocacy/be-informed/outside-resources
https://www.ala.org/alsc/initiatives/everyday-advocacy/speak-out/advocating-equity
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/aasl/content/aaslissues/toolkits/AASLAdvocacyToolkit_180209.pdf
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/adverse-legislation-states
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/addressing-adverse-legislation
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/state-legislative-toolkit
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/state-legislative-toolkit
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/navigating-challenging-budget-year-budget-crosshairs
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/advleg/advocacyuniversity/frontline_advocacy


 

a daily basis. This toolkit, with focus sections for public libraries and school libraries, helps 

empower all levels of library staff to become better advocates for their libraries and themselves. 

ILoveLibraries.org This website, developed by ALA, provides news and information, as well as 

opportunities to become involved in library advocacy. 

Library Snapshot Day Library Snapshot Day provides a way for libraries of all types across a 

state, region, system, or community to show what happens in a single day in their libraries. This 

initiative provides an easy means to collect statistics, photos, and stories that will enable library 

advocates to prove the value of their libraries to decision-makers and increase public awareness. 

News and Press Center Stay up-to-date on ALA issues with ALA’s News and Press Center, 

where you can search through recent ALA press coverage in the media, and sort through ALA 

press releases by topic, division, roundtable, and more. 

Talking Points & Tools ALA's advocacy and public policy staff are committed to helping 

library workers, policy analysts, government officials, and the public to identify and prepare for 

the future. Our research covers a broad range of issues, all related to how libraries serve the 

public and uphold the public's right to free and open information. 

United for Libraries is the ALA Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and 

Foundations (ALTAFF). Help your trustees, friends group, or foundation speak out on behalf of 

your library by capitalizing on the advocacy resources from this national network. Your library 

supporters won't want to miss the Citizens-Save-Libraries Power Guide! 

YALSA Advocacy Toolkit Our YALSA colleagues may work with teens, but ALSC members 

can still capitalize on this resource-packed toolkit filled with no-nonsense ideas for developing 
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your advocacy message, using web tools, building partnerships, and meeting with elected 

officials. 

Other Library Resources 

Every Library is a nonprofit dedicated to supporting libraries across the nation against funding 

challenges, government interference, and attacks on intellectual freedom. Their research arm, the 

Every Library Institute, publishes useful studies like those on library funding post-COVID 

(2023) and voter perceptions of book bans (2022). 

Library Futures A research and advocacy hub to support libraries and their communities, filled 

with useful advocacy resources and studies like this report on Neo-Censorship in U.S. Libraries 

(2025).  

Library Search & Compare In 2024, the Institute of Museum and Library Services released 

this interactive dashboard providing quick access to public library statistics nationally. 

Resources Outside of Libraries 

Combining statistics with real-life stories is an effective way to deliver your advocacy message. 

Dedicated to education, literacy, children, and families, the following organizations and websites 

provide plenty of data and statistics to help you tell your story. 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation strives to improve outcomes for disadvantaged children in the 

U.S. The Foundation’s KIDS COUNT Data Center offers hundreds of child well-being indicators 

with state-by-state access to general and specific content on children and youth. 
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Center on Reinventing Public Education  This research organization is part of Arizona State 

University’s Mary Lou Fulton College for Teaching and Learning Innovation and conducts 

rigorous research on topics like AI in education and COVID’s impacts on learning. It also 

publishes an annual State of the American Student (K-12) filled with useful facts and data. 

ChildStats.gov The Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics is a collection of 

22 federal government agencies involved in research and activities related to children and 

families. The mission of the Forum is to foster coordination and collaboration and to enhance 

and improve consistency in the collection and reporting of federal data on children and families. 

The Forum also aims to improve the reporting and dissemination of information on the status of 

children and families. 

Child Welfare Information Gateway connects advocates with comprehensive information and 

resources to help protect children and strengthen families. 

National Association for the Education of Young Children, Center for Applied Research 

offers the latest news and resources to help advocates forge connections between early childhood 

research, practice, and policy. 

National Center for Education Statistics is the primary federal entity for collecting and 

analyzing data related to education in the U.S. The Fast Facts section of the website provides 

users with concise information on a range of educational issues, from early childhood to adult 

learning. 

National Center for Families Learning provides statistics on reading, education, English 

language learners, and more. 
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ZERO TO THREE, the National Center for Infants, Toddlers, and Families, maintains the State 

of Babies Yearbook composed of cumulative national data and profiles on each state as part of its 

Federal Policy and State & Local Initiatives subsections. 

Advocating for Equity 

Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services (ODLOS) ALA’s Office for Diversity, 

Literacy and Outreach Services (ODLOS) supports library workers in the creation of responsible 

and all-inclusive spaces that serve and represent the entire community. Their website includes 

information on partnerships, grants, continuing education, events, and other useful information. 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Scorecard for Library and Information Organizations ​

The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Scorecard for Library and Information Organizations was 

developed by the ALA Committee on Diversity in 2021 to act as an evaluative tool that centers 

on accountability and transparency in determining organizational effectiveness in diversity, 

equity, and inclusion in the recruitment, hiring, retention, and promotion of people of color. 

Association for Library Service to Children: Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion ​

The Association for Library Service to Children’s Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion page includes 

ALSC’s Statement on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion; opportunities to get involved in ALSC’s 

work; and EDI resources including ALSC’s Supporting Diverse Communities Toolkit. 

ALSC’s Advocacy and Legislation Committee Tip Sheet In 2015, ALSC instituted a call to 

action for children through libraries. The tip sheet created by ALSC’s Advocacy and Legislation 

Committee (now Public Awareness and Advocacy) contains relevant information about how 

librarians create a better future for children through libraries.  
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Appendix E: YALSA Updated Resource List 

ADVOCACY RESOURCES: The following resources are suggested to help you build support 

for young adult services.  

●​ Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA): www.ala.org/yalsa/  The world’s 

premiere organization for individuals who work for or with teens through libraries. Its 

mission is to advocate, promote and strengthen service to young adults. Through its 

member-driven advocacy, research, and professional development initiatives, YALSA 

builds the capacity of libraries and librarians to engage, serve and empower teens. 

●​ ALA Advocacy and Issues: https://www.ala.org/advocacy The ALA Advocacy and Issues 

page supports the year-round efforts of advocates seeking to improve libraries of all types 

by developing resources, a peer-to-peer advocacy network, and training for advocates at 

the local, state and national level.  

●​ AASL Advocacy Toolkit: http://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/tools  A wealth of tools and 

tips, talking points, sample materials and other resources to help school librarians speak 

out. From the American Association of School Librarians (AASL)  

●​ Afterschool Alliance: www.afterschoolalliance.org   The premiere advocacy organization 

for afterschool programs provides extensive resources, including the latest research, 

success stories and guidance on organizing youth programs.  

●​ ALA Advocacy Resource Center: https://www.ala.org/yalsa/advocacy  Extensive 

resources on all aspects of advocacy, including an Advocacy Action Kit, the Library 

Advocate’s Handbook, a Media Relations Toolkit and much more.  
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●​ ALA Graphics: www.alastore.ala.org  Find colorful posters, bookmarks, t-shirts, coffee 

mugs, pins and other gift items to help reinforce your message. Also see the ALA 

Graphics Catalog.  

●​ The ACRL Legislative Agenda and the ALA Legislative Agenda list objectives for 

legislative action at the national level on issues that affect the welfare of libraries. 

https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/acrl/content/issues/washingtonwatch/LegislativeAg

enda23.pdf  

●​ ALA Action Center: 

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/advleg/federallegislation/getinvolved/grassroots  Check out 

this comprehensive website for updates on current library and information issues, action 

alerts, contact information and links to members of Congress.  

●​ ALA Office for Research and Statistics: https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/home   

Check here for national research and statistics to help build your case.  

●​ Libraries Transform: https://www.ala.org/advocacy/libraries-transform-campaign  

●​ Ilovelibraries.org: www.ilovelibraries.org   Designed for the public, this website 

encourages library advocacy and makes it easy to support all types of libraries. Users are 

invited to share their stories and advocate to members of Congress. 

●​ Library Advocacy Discussion Lists: Share ideas, updates, and stories about library 

advocacy via the Library Advocacy Now (ALADNOW) and YALSA advocacy 

(yadvocacy-l) electronic discussion lists. To subscribe, go to 

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/ola/listservs#:~:text=Sign%20on%20to%20electroni

c%20discussion,list%20name:%20alawon). 
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●​ Library Research Service: www.lrs.org   Check here for studies and research to help build 

your case. 

YALSA’s Advocacy Benchmarks  

Designed to help any staff member working with teens stand up for the value of library services 

to adolescents and created so that you can mix and match efforts based on personal experience.  

●​ Advocacy Benchmarks by Activity  

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/AdvocacyBenchmarks_Activity.

pdf   

●​ Advocacy Benchmarks by Category  

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/AdvocacyBenchmarks_Category

.pdf   

●​ Advocacy Benchmarks Infographic  

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/AdvocacyBenchmarks_Visual.p

df   

●​ YALSA’s Legislative Advocacy Guide for Members:  

www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/LegAdvocacyGuide.pdf  Advice on 

when, where and how to contact your public officials.  
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Appendix F: Web Accessibility Resources 

●​ American Library Association (2022), Accessibility in Libraries: a Landscape Review 

This report provides an overview on accessibility issues in libraries and how to address them, 

including web accessibility.  

●​ The A11Y Project 

The A11Y Project is a community driven project that seeks to make digital accessibility easier 

for everyone at every level to achieve.  

●​ WAVE Web Accessibility Evaluation Tools 

These accessibility tools allow you to test the accessibility features on any website and offer 

suggestions for how to improve upon any errors.  

●​ Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 

These are the most current standards for web accessibility and can be used to evaluate web 

pages.  

●​ WebAIM: Web Accessibility in Mind 

In addition to their tools, WebAIM provides education and opportunities for learning to create 

accessible content.  
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