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base line is an official publication of the American Library 
Association’s Map and Geospatial Information Round Table 
(MAGIRT). The purpose of base line is to provide current 
information on cartographic materials, other publications 
of interest to map and geography librarians, meetings, 
related governmental activities, and map librarianship. It 
is a medium of communication for members of MAGIRT 
and information of interest is welcome. The opinions 
expressed by contributors are their own and do not 
necessarily represent those of the American Library 
Association and MAGIRT. Contributions should be sent to 
the appropriate editor listed below. 

 
Interim Editor: Laura Kane McElfresh 
Cartographic Metadata Librarian 
University of Minnesota 
E-mail: mcelf008@umn.edu 

Distribution Manager: Mike Smith 
Subject Specialist for Maps, California Gov Info, GIS 
Coordinator, UCSD 
E-mail: mls003@ucsd.edu 

Cataloging Editor: Tammy T. Wong 
Senior Cataloging Specialist 
Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress 
E-mail: twon@loc.gov 

New Cartographic Materials Editor: Vacant 
 

Membership and Marketing Committee Chair: Erin 
Cheever 
E-mail: erin.cheever@gmail.com 

 
 

Advertising Rates: For one issue: full page $100; half 
page $50; quarter page $25. Opposite “Great Moments 
in Map Librarianship”: full page $150; half page $80; 
quarter page $40. 

Send graphics as an: .AI, .PDF, .JPG, or .GIF file and 300 dpi 
or better. Send text documents in: Cambria 12 point. Send 
files as an email attachment to the editor. Submissions may 
be edited and re-formatted to the extent necessary to fit the 
size and space allotted for each issue. Final full-page size is 
8 x 10 inches. Contact the MAGIRT Treasurer for invoicing 
and payment methods. Advertisements must be paid in full 
before they are placed in the upcoming issue. 

base line is published electronically four times a year: in 
March, June, September, and December. All issues of base 
line are now freely available on the MAGIRT website. 

American Library Association personal and organizational 
members may choose MAGIRT membership for $15.00 
(personal / $5.00 student) or $30.00 (organizational) by so 
advising the American Library Association, 225 N Michigan 
Ave, Suite 1300, Chicago, Illinois  60601 or by visiting 
https://www.ala.org/join. 
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E-mail: mcelf008@umn.edu 

Treasurer: 
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From The Chair 
Erin Cheever 

 
Hello MAGIRT, 

We are less than one month from the 2025 ALA Annual Conference. 
It's a pleasure to announce that we have a Chair's program booked 
this year. I know presenter JJ Tiziou personally, and I fully expect him 
to give an amazing presentation. The topic of his talk, a community 
outreach program, has some surprising intersections with maps and 
GIS! I hope you are able to make it. 

 

Walk Around Philadelphia: Discovering the City by Exploring Its Boundaries 

Saturday, June 28, 2025 

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM EDT 

Location: Pennsylvania Convention Center, Room 117 

Direct Link to Share: https://cdmcd.co/ar7d4m 

The Walk Around Philadelphia, also known as “the Walk”, is a 100 mile walk around the city’s 
borderline. Twice each year, local artist and licensed massage therapist JJ Tiziou hosts the 
Walk as a participatory navigation experience in twelve segments over four three-day 
weekends. Print and digital maps of Philadelphia are a starting point for the journey, and also 
provide direction along the way. Walkers explore Philadelphia’s perimeter and engage with 
one another, wildlife, neighbors, natural landscapes, and man-made infrastructure on the 
margins of one of America’s largest and most vibrant cities.  

The Walk is an inclusive project that welcomes participants of all income levels, with no one 
turned away for lack of funds and stipends offered to support participants facing financial 
hardship. JJ’s vision is that one day every high school senior in Philadelphia will have the 
opportunity to complete the Walk as part of experiential learning programs or as a 
graduation ritual, that incoming university students and folks moving to the area will be able 
to use the Walk as a way to connect more deeply to their new home and neighbors, and that 

https://cdmcd.co/ar7d4m
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citizens returning from incarceration at the city’s margins will have opportunities to earn 
stipends as part of a reentry program while walking alongside social service providers and 
prospective employers. All of this has already happened in small ways. By creating shared 
experience and connection between participants of all ages and backgrounds from across the 
entire city and metropolitan area, Walk Around Philadelphia cultivates community, civic 
pride, public health, and a richer understanding of the complexities of an urban environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: There is no Treasurer’s Report for this issue of base line. 
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On The Cataloging/Cataloguing Front 
Tammy Wong 

Library of Congress 
 

 
 
MARC Advisory Committee report 

Submitted by Susan Moore 

The MARC Advisory Committee held a virtual meeting on January 29, 2025. There were two 
proposals for review. Proposal 2025-01: Adding Subfields $i (Relationship information) and 
$4 (Relationship) in fields 368 (Other Attributes of Person or Corporate Body) and 376 
(Family Information) in the MARC 21 Authority Format, and in field 381 (Other 
Distinguishing Characteristics of Work or Expression) in the MARC 21 Authority and 
Bibliographic Formats. There were concerns expressed regarding privacy, ethics, and other 
similar issues. The PCC Standing Committee on Standards will work to create best practices 
taking into account the recommendations of the Task Group on Privacy in Name Authority 
Records. Given the concerns raised, the proposal was rejected and will be brought back at the 
June 2025 meeting. 
 
The second proposal, 2025-02: Redefining Subfield $b in X00 Fields in the MARC 21 Authority 
and Bibliographic Formats would allow the recording of forms of regnal numeration other 
than roman numerals. The proposal was approved. 
 
Discussion Paper 2025-DP01:  Defining a New Subfield for Context of Transcribed Title 
Statement in Field 245 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format brought forth the idea of adding 
an optional subfield $z for "Title statement context note" to field 245 (Title Statement) to 
meet the reparative description need for immediate contextualization of racist, homophobic, 
ableist, and other biased, prejudicial, or hateful language found in transcribed titles of many 
special collections resources. This will be brought back as a proposal at the June 2025 
meeting. 
 
Discussion Paper 2025-DP02:  Adding a Code for Remote Sensing Image to Fields 008/25 and 
006/08 (Maps) in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format would add an additional code for 
"Remote sensing images" to fields 008/25 and 006/08 (Maps, Type of cartographic material) 
in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format in order to provide enough granularity for useful 
faceting and statistical reporting in library OPACs. After lengthy discussion, this will be 
brought back as a discussion paper for the June 2025 meeting. 
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MAGIRT Executive Board Meeting 
March 18, 2025

 

 
 
MAGIRT Executive Board Meeting 
MARCH 18, 2025 
Time:  March 18, 3:00 PM Eastern Time via Zoom 
Present: Erin Cheever, Tim Kiser, Susan Moore, Laura McElfresh 
Regrets: 

1. Call to order - 3:04 pm Eastern 
2. Call for changes to Agenda  - none 
3. Secretary—Minutes from past meeting 

a. January 2025 minutes are in the March base line which will be out soon. 
4. Officer Reports 

a. Chair (Erin) 
i. Looking forward to ALA Annual! Erin & Susan are working to plan a visit 

to the Free Library of Philadelphia — imaginary maps; historical maps; a 
Map Overlay tool they’re going to demo for us 

ii. Chair’s Program: slot is reserved in the Conference Planner, but 
originally-planned speakers will not be able to make it. 

iii. ALA election is going on right now. One candidate (Maria McCauley) 
reached out for a meeting with MAGIRT (only Erin & Laura could make 
it) but Erin appreciated her initiative and message. Maria seems to really 
appreciate DEIA. 

iv. Message received from Round Table Coordinating Assembly. Is this 
something we need to join in? 

1. Susan went to a meeting where she found out that some RTs have 
gotten funds “swept” by ALA 

b. Vice Chair (Susan) 
i. As Erin said, working on Free Library tour; Erin is going to meet with 

them on April 5th & will also scope out nearby options for Friday (pay 

https://umn.zoom.us/j/7231508655?pwd=VSmYz46S5JOQOFIJrjw6FyDq7tWB5h.1&omn=95241110201
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your own way) dinner/meetup. Once the time & date are set up, Susan 
will send out the signup form. (Last year we did 2:30; the Free Library is 
open till 5pm, so we’ll say 2:30-4:30.) They can accommodate about 15-
20 people. 

ii. Susan is looking into options for Awards dinner — Maggiano’s; another 
Italian restaurant in the area. Needs more info about whether or not 
they have private dining rooms so we can do our awards program. 

c. Secretary/Interim base line editor (Laura) 
i. March issue is overdue but should be out by tomorrow; apologies for 

being late. 
d. Webmaster (Kevin) - not here 
e. Treasurer  (Pete) - not here 

i. $500 approved for MAGIRT publications clearance (for shipping) 
f. Past Chair (Tim) 

i. Thanks to our candidates running for election, currently underway. 
ii. Honors Award winner has been chosen — will check with Danielle about 

the process for having the plaque made. 
5. Old Business 

a. MAGIRT publications liquidation: announcement went out on listservs and will 
run in base line  

i. (Tim’s library is making timely use of it — one of their books had gone 
missing & they’ll be able to get a replacement!) 

ii. Setting aside 2 copies for digitization; rest will be distributed first-come, 
first-served. Any remaining books can be distributed at ALA Annual 

b. Scholarship — we have a $5000 budget every year = operating funds. We use 
up a lot of it (award + Awards Dinner) but the remainder can be spent on a 
scholarship.  

i. We can ensure that there are funds for a scholarship by maybe reducing 
expenditures on the dinner, etc.  

ii. If we wanted to do something with the reserve funds we have outside 
the $5000 yearly allowance — about $60,000 as of November 2024 — 
we’d have to put in a request and Danielle would help us work through it 
with the ALA Treasurer. 

iii. A scholarship does need to go through an ALA committee process. 
6. Status of Guide to US Map Collections? — Erin has a copy of the article & can share 

https://www.ala.org/magirt/onlineguide
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with interested people. Had thought of maybe having a hackathon at ALA Annual 
(would cost us a few pizzas) but no time to set it up this year; might be an idea for the 
future. 

7. New Business - none 
8. Committee/DG/IG Reports  

a. Bylaws & Governing Documents/Nominations & Awards Committee  
i. Covered in Tim’s Past Chair update 

b. Cataloging & Classification Committee  
i. MAC meeting in January: library in Israel submitted Discussion Paper 

No. 2025-DP02: “Adding a Code for Remote Sensing Image to Fields 
008/25 and 006/08 (Maps) in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format”. The 
paper was returned for revision. Susan will be working with the author 
to revise it for resubmission as either a discussion paper or a proposal. 

c. Education Committee - none 
d. Geographic Technologies (GeoTech)/GODORT GIS DG - none 
e. Membership & Marketing Committee - none 
f. Online Presence & Publications Committee (OPPC) - none 
g. Cataloging of Cartographic Resources IG - none 
h. Map Collection Management DG - none 
i. Freedom to Read Foundation - none 
j. WAML liaison report  

i. WAML will hold its annual conference on September 24-27th , 2025, at 
the University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho. A block of rooms has been 
reserved at the Best Western Plus University Inn located just north of 
the University of Idaho campus. There is a link to make reservations on 
the WAML website, waml.org. The link will expire on August 25th, 2025. 
More information about the hotel, airports in the area, and ground 
transportation is on the WAML website. 

k. CC:DA Report - none  
9. Next meeting: Tuesday, May 20th, 3:00-4:00 pm Eastern via Zoom 
10. Adjournment: 3:28 pm Eastern 

  

https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2025/2025-dp02.html
http://waml.org/


 
base line 46 (2): 10 

 

MAGIRT at ALA 2025 in Philadelphia 
Meetings and Activities

 

 

MAGIRT meetings and sessions at ALA Annual 2025 

Session Date Start Time End Time Location 

Chair’s Program: Walk Around 
Philadelphia 

Saturday 
6/28/2025 1:00 PM 2:00 PM Convention Center 

Room 117 

Cartographic Resources 
Cataloging Interest Group 

Sunday 
6/29/2025 8:30 AM 10:00 AM Philadelphia Marriott 

Room 411 

Cataloging and Classification 
Committee 

Sunday 
6/29/2025 10:30 AM 11:30 AM Philadelphia Marriott 

Room 411 

Executive Board and Annual 
Membership Meeting  

Sunday 
6/29/2025 4:00 PM 5:30 PM Philadelphia Marriott 

Room 411 
 

MAGIRT social events at ALA Annual 2025 

Tour of the Map Collection at the Philadelphia Free Library (CLOSED – space limited) 
Friday, 6/27/2025  3:00pm 1901 Vine Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19103 

Getting there: Parkway Central Library is 0.6 miles from the convention center, about a 15-
minute walk or a 12-minute bus ride. It is an 18-minute drive from the airport, approximately 
35 minutes via public transit. The Map Collection is in Room 201. (Location) 

Casual Pay-Your-Own-Way Dinner 
Friday, 6/27/2025  Time TBD Location TBD 

The dinner will follow the Free Library tour at a nearby restaurant. 

Awards Dinner at Maggiano’s Little Italy (CLOSED – RSVP was required) 
Saturday, 6/28/2025 6:00pm 12th and Filbert 

Getting there: Maggiano’s is 500 ft (<5-minute walk) from the convention center. (Location)  

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/locations/parkway-central-library
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/locations/departments/map-collection
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MdmaHL1V1DgMjt1x7
https://www.maggianos.com/locations/Pennsylvania/Philadelphia/1201-filbert-st.
https://maps.app.goo.gl/H7bLVXmyJAmCPqQ77


Global 
CENSUS 
Archive

Online Access to Centuries of Census 
Data From Around the World

GCA offers comprehensive coverage for Argentina, with more than 575 official 
census publications dating back to 1869. These publications include tabular 
data as well as supplementary materials such as enumerator manuals and 
questionnaires published by the Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Censos de 
la República Argentina.

Additionally, GCA’s Argentina collection offers three rounds of GIS census 
datasets, from 1991, 2001, and 2010. These GIS datasets are organized to 
accommodate both experienced GIS users and novice researchers.

GIS Product Specifications for Argentina:

200+ Countries • 19th Century to Present  
Text • Tabular Data • GIS Data

Global Census Archive  |  eastview.com/gca

East View’s Global Census Archive® (GCA) is a comprehensive program 
to collect official data and publications issued by the national census 
authorities of more than 200 countries, from the early 19th century to the 
present day, providing a key resource for scholars and analysts to find 
current and historical census data to support critical research into our 
changing world.

This truly global collection contains all available primary source and 
official census publications associated with a given census. Presented 
on a customized platform, GCA currently contains millions of pages of 
publications and billions of data points in GIS format, with more content 
continually added as new censuses are produced across the globe.

Spotlight on GCA Argentina Collection

Visit eastview.com/gca or contact info@eastview.com to learn more

ADM Level Polygons
Actual Attributes  

per Feature
Actual Data Points 

(attributes x polygons)

4 - Municipios 40,093 162 6,495,066

3 - Departmento 512 554 238,648

4 - Sectores 52,400 233 12,209,200

And Coming Soon! 
Argentina 2022 census 
publications and GIS data
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