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Web event 

Title: Strength in Every Story: Empowering Women in Libraries Complimentary Webinar 

March 20, 2025 

Recording: https://ala-

events.zoom.us/rec/share/8fiJHBI1aXBlmjFY5GD0_jFRB3a8794mLNf3hKZONbH0sP6

8Myw0yIr51-JrMg.vapUwypFKgtGaPzu 

Description: 

In Celebration of Women’s History Month ─March─ the American Library Association’s 

(ALA) Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship (COSWL) will host a 

complimentary webinar entitled Strength in Every Story: Empowering Women in 

Libraries on March 20, 2025, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm (Central)/ 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

(Eastern).  

COSWL members invite you to join us for a dynamic, one-hour virtual event where we 

celebrate the power of women in the library field. This session will highlight the unique 

contributions women make to library work and their vital role in shaping the future of 

libraries. Through practical insights, inspiring stories, and actionable strategies, we'll 

explore how women can continue to lead with confidence, resilience, and creativity, 

making a lasting impact in their libraries and communities. 
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Speakers include: 

• Cindy Hohl, ALA President (2024-2025), Director of Policy Analysis and

Operational Support, Kansas City (Mo.) Public Library

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/committees/ala/ala-coswl
https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/share/8fiJHBI1aXBlmjFY5GD0_jFRB3a8794mLNf3hKZONbH0sP68Myw0yIr51-JrMg.vapUwypFKgtGaPzu
https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/share/8fiJHBI1aXBlmjFY5GD0_jFRB3a8794mLNf3hKZONbH0sP68Myw0yIr51-JrMg.vapUwypFKgtGaPzu
https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/share/8fiJHBI1aXBlmjFY5GD0_jFRB3a8794mLNf3hKZONbH0sP68Myw0yIr51-JrMg.vapUwypFKgtGaPzu
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/committees/ala/ala-coswl
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• LaVerne Gray, PhD, Assistant Professor, Syracuse University School of

Information Studies

• Elizabeth Marshak, Library Supervisor, Free Library of Philadelphia, Culinary

Literacy Center, Chair of the ALA Rainbow Round Table

• Selina Sharmin, Assistant Manager, South Queens Library, Jamaica Branch,

Past President of the Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table

(EMIERT) in NY

• Moderator: Loida Garcia-Febo, International Library Consultant, Chair, ALA

Committee on the Status of Women in Librarianship, ALA Past-President (2018-

2019)

Program at the ALA Annual Conference in Philladelphia 

Title: Navigating Women's Reproductive Health and Access to Information 

Challenges 

Location: Pennsylvania Convention Center, Room 113 B C - one hour event 

Saturday, June 28 from 4:0-0-5:00pm 

Moderator: Dr. Ellen Pozzi, ALA COSWL Member, ALA Councilor 

Presenter: Jamia Williams, MLS (she/her/hers) – NNLM Training Office - University of 

Utah, Spencer S. Eccles Health Sciences Library 

Presenter: Alanna Aiko Moore – University of California, San Diego 

Presenter: Echo Phillips – Free Library of Philadelphia - South Philadelphia Branch 

The program delves into the multifaceted issues surrounding women's reproductive 

health, with a particular focus on the crucial role of access to information. This program 

aims to explore both the rights individuals have to reproductive health services, as per 

the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women, and the significant challenges posed by restricted access to information. 

Through comprehensive discussions with expert speakers we seek to highlight the 

impact of these barriers on personal health and public health. This program will cover 

various aspects of reproductive health and access to care aiming to inform and 

empower individuals with knowledge and resources. 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 

adopted in 1979 by the United Nations General Assembly, is the only human rights 

treaty which affirms the reproductive rights of women and targets culture and tradition 
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as influential forces shaping gender roles and family relations. 

In 2022, the ALA Executive Board released a statement opposing policies and 

legislation that ban content, restrict access to information, or compromise library users' 

right to seek information without the subject matter of their inquiries becoming known to 

others. In June 2024, COSWL release a statement "COSWL Calls for Conference Site 

Reviews in Locations Limiting Women's 

Rights." www.ala.org/aboutala/committees/ala/ala-coswl 

CONTACT PERSON: Loida Garcia-Febo, COSWL Chair 

STAFF LIAISON CONTACT: Beatrice Calvin 

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/committees/ala/ala-coswl

