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TO: ALA Council
DATE: June 13, 2025
RE: (select one)

1 ACTION REQUESTED
' INFORMATION
"' REPORT

ACTION REQUESTED/INFORMATION/REPORT: (add below)
Committee on Library Advocacy Activity since January 1, 2025.

The committee held an in-person meeting at LLX 2025 and virtual meetings on March 9,
May 12.

In January 2025, the Executive Board voted to move to COLA the oversight of Unite
Against Book Bans, ALA’s campaign to mobilize the public in support of the freedom to
read. In April 2025, COLA members reviewed a strategic plan for Unite Against Book
Bans' activities for FY2025 Q3 through FY2026 Q2 (the remainder of calendar year
2025). In May 2025, COLA members approved the strategic plan, and received the
FY2025 Q2 activity report.

In May 2025, the Committee completed and approved a cover letter to accompany the
PPT template and script of an Advocacy 101 presentation born from the Advocacy
Action Plan Workbook. COLA members will use the cover letter, PPT and script to apply
for presentation sessions at state, regional, local conferences and professional
development and share the ALA Advocacy Action Plan Workbook. COLA members will
also present this package of presentation materials at the ALA Annual Conference in
June 2025.

In June 2025, COLA will co-sponsor the Unite Against Book Bans screening of the
documentary Banned Together, followed by a panel discussion moderated by chair Eboni
Henry. COLA members will also volunteer at the organizing party and reception
following the panel.

2023-2024 Committee on Library Advocacy Members
Eboni Henry, Chair, Virginia Cononie; Maura Deedy; Megan T. Mauer; Jen Baxter;

Brooke Corso; Nicanor Diaz; Joe Kohlburn; Jamie Elizabeth Mercer; Cynthia Wolff; Janet
T. O'Keefe; Lola Edwards Gomez
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Liaisons to COLA: Sophia Sotilleo (Executive Board); Kim Copenhaver (ACRL); Julie
Nennstiel Stivers (AASL)

COLA’s Ecosystem Subcommittee work since January 1, 2025:

The COLA Library Ecosystem Subcommittee remains busy.
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Current projects include:

e Ecosystem for ACRL: Ecosystem Co-Chair Dorcas Hand has
been collaborating with Leslin Charles, a former Ecosystem
subcommittee member and current Chair of the ACRL @’H‘
Chapters Council, to develop resources that support ACRL's
application of Ecosystem methods.

o Task group members include Nelson Santana (Brooklyn Community
College; | Love My Library Award winner 2024); Sara Kelly Johns (Syracuse
iSchool); Chris Rosser (Oklahoma State Univ.); Delandrus Seales (UNC
Wilmington)

e Presentation to the ACRL Chapters Council membership meeting in
February 2025 with a second presentation planned for Fall 2025.

e Ecosystem for PLA: Ecosystem Co-Chairs Nanette Donohue and Dorcas Hand
opened a PLA task group to develop resources on the Ecosystem Initiative and
support of PLA's application of Ecosystem methods for public librarians.

o Task Group members include Michael Lambert (Director, San Francisco
Public Library, CA), Amanda Sand (lA), Erica Richardson (Benbrook, TX),
Mary Ellen Icaza (Canton, OH), Matthew Tessmer (Albert Lea, MN ), and
Naphtali Faris (Kansas City, KS).

o Co-Chairs Nanette Donohue and Dorcas Hand presented to the PLA Board in
April.

Upcoming activities:
The full subcommittee plans to engage in:

e A webinar for Fall 2025 in support of Show Up for Libraries using Ecosystem
ideas and tools. Additional webinars are being considered.

« A webpage update

o We have begun, with staff support from Jazzy Celindro, adding and refreshing
graphics, updating links and text to make them more visually appealing.
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e Develop a communication plan to push out ecosystem-related ideas and
resources more frequently.

e Continue our work of offering programs at ALA division and affiliate conferences,
as well as state library organizations.

« Maintain an additional list of groups we’d like to present to whenever the
opportunity presents itself.

e ALISE is at the top of that list.
e Proposals have been submitted to:

=  AASL (October 2025)

= PLA (April 2026)

* Michigan Library Association (October 2025)

= |llinois Library Association (April 2026)

* TILC (The Innovative Library Classroom) (June 2025)
e Programs have been accepted at

=  QOctober 2: Sara Kelly Johns, North Dakota 2025 Tri-Conference (North
Dakota & South Dakota Library Associations and the Mountain Plains
Association)

= Also, October 2: Dorcas Hand will keynote at the lowa Library Association,
using Ecosystem thinking to stand against censorship and defunding.

Additional notes from the COLA Ecosystem
Subcommittee:

We are using a quilt theme in addition to the ALA
graphics we already have. This crazy quilt illustrates
how libraries come in all different shapes, sizes, and
colors. The ecosystem is held together by beautiful
and varied stitches, demonstrating our shared values,
goals, and resources, regardless of the type of library.

2023-2024 Ecosystem Subcommittee membership:

Co-chairs: Dorcas Hand (Students Need Libraries in Houston ISD TX) ; Nanette Donohue
(Champaign IL Public Lib)
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Subcommittee: Chris Rosser (Kansas State University); Delandrus Seales (UNC
Wilmington); Jen Alvino Wood (Windham ME Public Lib); Janet O’'Keefe (Flint Ml Public
Library); Michael Lambert (Director, San Francisco CA Public Lib); Sara Kelly Johns
(Syracuse iSchool School Library Program)

Action requested from Councilors is to cast their vote to: (if applicable)

N/A

ACTION REQUESTED BY: (add committee name)

N/A

CONTACT PERSON: Eboni M. Henry (ebonihenry@hotmail.com)

STAFF LIAISON CONTACT: Amelia N. Aldred (aaldred@ala.org

BACKGROUND: (add information)
N/A





