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TO: ALA Council 

DATE: June 20, 2025 

RE:  REPORT 
 

ACTION REQUESTED/INFORMATION/REPORT:  

Report from the ALA Public Awareness Committee for Annual 2025. 

ACTION REQUESTED BY: No action requested at this time. 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr. Nicholas A. Brown-Cáceres (Chair, 2024-2025) 

STAFF LIAISON CONTACT: Jan Carmichael 

BACKGROUND:  
The ALA Public Awareness Committee (PAC) held meetings on a monthly basis this 
spring, with the exception of April, due to member conflicts during National Library 
Week. 

PAC members provided advice and feedback to the ALA staff for the various major 
campaigns underway this year, including the ALA supporter program, National Library 
Week, Unite Against Book Bans, general advocacy topics, and Library Card Sign-up 
Month. PAC members received briefings on campaign outcomes/impact and provided 
comments on those results with creative ideas for maximizing impact in future. 

The PAC is hosting a social media pro/influencer meetup at the Unite Against Book Bans 
film screening and organizing party on Saturday, June 28 at Annual. 

The Committee was informed of the proposal to consolidate the PAC with the Advocacy 
Committee. If this recommendation is approved, the PAC recommends that the new 
committee be structured in a way that ensures there is representation of specialized 
expertise in marketing, communications, and public relations. This could take the form of 
a subcommittee structure, committee member representation and dedicated agenda 
time, or other models. There was consensus in our discussion of the consolidation that 
the Advocacy Committee is often dealing with such urgent matters, that the less direct 
advocacy initiatives that the PAC has focused on (from the communications, marketing, 
and PR lens) may not get the emphasis that has existed under the separate committee 
structure. Additionally, it is imperative that ALA CMMO staff have regular committee 



 

engagement so member expertise can help inform their work. That staff engagement for 
CMMO should be maintained in a new committee structure. 

Chair Nicholas Brown-Cáceres’ ALA Annual session is supported by the PAC. 
“Bookstagrammers are People Too: Boosting Library Engagement with Influencer 
Marketing” will be held Saturday, June 28 at 9 am at the Convention Center. It features 
Jennie Pu (Hoboken Public Library), Roswell Encina (Library of Congress), Hawa Jalloh 
(Prince George’s County Memorial Library System), and Brown-Cáceres.  

The PAC thanks the following members whose terms are ending for their dedicated 
service to ALA and the committee: Jamie Kurumaji, Laura Stanger, Jasmine Tran, and Dr. 
Michelle Robertson. Special thanks to the PAC’s Executive Board liaison, Dean Sophia 
Sotilleo of Bowie State University, for her support of the committee’s work. 

 


