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2025 ALA Annual Conference

TO: ALA Council
DATE: June 2025
RE: REPORT

CONTACT PERSON: Jennifer Ferriss, Chair, Council Committee on Sustainability
[iferriss@sals.edu; 518-584-5229]

STAFF LIAISON CONTACT: Shakir Akbari, Director of Enterprise Applications
[sakbari@ala.org]

BACKGROUND:

e ALA Council voted to create the Council Committee on Sustainability in January
2021.

e The ALA Sustainability Committee’s charge is to provide the necessary leadership
and monitory of ALA strategic initiatives that will infuse the core value of
sustainability throughout policies, procedures, practices of our association and our
professional activities, in collaboration with the ALA Board and President, ALA
Council, ALA divisions, ALA offices and unites, ALA round tables, ALA committees,
ALA affiliates and ALA staff so that our association and its members contribute to
the development of sustainable and resilient communities.

REPORT:

1.Implement the 2021 Council Resolution to Achieve Carbon Neutrality for ALA
Conferences by 2025: /n progress. To date the Committee has met with Conference
Services staff; obtained quotes and hired a consultant to aid conference services staff
with this goal; issued the Carbon Neutral/Carbon Offsets FAQ document to ALA Council
in January 2022; partnered with the ALA Sustainability Round Table to promote the
carbon offset option in conference registration; partnered with Conference Services staff
to produce a ribbon for the ALA Ribbon Bar at ALA Annual 2022 for folks to promote the
fact they chose the carbon offset option; worked with the Conference Committee and
made a recommendation to ALA decision makers to roll the cost of offsets into the budget.
Voluntary carbon offset donations are not meeting the neutrality goal.

2. Core Values Interpretation Working Group: Sustainability: Committee members
reviewed the draft interpretation created by the Core Values Interpretation Working
Group: Sustainability. Comments were incorporated to help further expand on the
description of Sustainability as a Core Value and to address concerns about the potential
loss of nuance. Sustainability was reaffirmed as an ALA Core Value in January 2024.
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3. Promotional partnership between ALA and the Sustainable Libraries Initiative:
On-going effort. Since last reported, in July 2024, ALA endorsed the National Climate
Action Plan for Libraries under the leadership and initiative of President Emily Drabinski.
For more information visit: https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/national-climate-
action-strateqgy-libraries

4. Develop a web presence to introduce key concepts of sustainability and to
urge climate action: On-going effort. The Committee is working with ALA Librarian &
Archivist Colleen Barbus to update links and content for the ALA LibGuide on
Sustainability.

5. Participating in the inaugural ROOTS Leadership Summit: Re-Imagining
Organizational Operations Toward Sustainability: The American Library
Association’s Sustainability Roundtable (SustainRT) is planning a FREE virtual event,
on August 6th, 2025, 1-4 pm ET. The purpose of the event is to connect and
coordinate with other organizations, groups, and task forces worldwide who work to
promote sustainability in libraries. Their goal is to connect, share resources, identify
points of collaboration, and celebrate wins — as well as break down the silos of this work
we are all doing in libraries for our communities!

None of this work could have been accomplished without the committee members:
Jensen Adams, Matthew Bollerman, Sunny Clay Branick, Tina Chan, Eric Tans, Estella
Terrazas and Katie Odhner and ALA Staff Liaison, Shakir Akbari.

Last, but certainly not least, the Committee would like to thank Sara Dallas, our
Executive Board Liaison, for her steadfast support which has resulted in so many good
things for the Association. Her guidance to pass our various resolutions, in particular,
the Resolution to name Sustainability as a Core Value of the profession and her work
leading the Core Values Task Force. We wish you a restful, healthy and meaningful
retirement - a triple bottom line of the best kind.
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