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Han, Mitakuyapi. Greetings, relatives. As a proud Dakota woman of the Santee Sioux 
Nation, I was raised traditionally to understand that all that is living is related and I greet 
you in a good way to welcome you to our last membership meeting together where I humbly 
preside as ALA President. Thank you for joining us and for your service to the field.  

Whether you are a colleague, member, supporter or friend of ALA, I thank you for your 
support over this past year and I hope that you are doing well. We will always be stronger 
together and I honor you in your fullness today. Here’s to future leaders for stepping up into 
ALA leadership and remembering that we all belong here. There’s room for everyone and we 
need all of the help and advocacy we can get!  

I would like to thank the fearless Leslie Burger for her leadership over this interim period 
working as ALA Executive Director. As an ALA Past President, Leslie stood up at a time 
when many would not have been as brave to do so and she met every challenge with grace 
and fortitude. This experience has been a master class in leadership for many of us and I 
am forever grateful to Leslie for her calm leadership as we faced the winds of change 
together. As a lifelong learner, this ALA Presidency has been a case study in many facets of 
what not to do and who to emulate. I thank Leslie for being the latter and I am grateful to 
serve alongside her during this interesting and challenging time. When the announcement 
came that we received a $25-million-dollar gift for scholarships from Mr. James W. Lewis, 
we have her leadership to thank, and I knew that ALA was going to be okay. Leslie, you’re 
simply the best! 

As I reflect on everything that has transpired over my term as ALA President, I continue to 
lean into the wisdom of my ancestors to center myself as a traditional Dakota woman who 
is a helper, bread maker, and mother. This has been an interesting time to be a leader in the 
public eye because you never know what will happen next or what their intentions are 
behind the action. When faced with any matter, all we need to remember is who we are and 
know that we will serve with good intentions for all. That has always been my goal, to be a 
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good person who helps others and to listen more than I speak. I am also a fierce advocate 
for everyone to make sure that no one’s voice is silenced in America.  

The million-dollar question I was asked is if this experience was everything that I thought it 
would be, and would I have stepped up if I only knew what was coming. I wasn’t sure what 
the future held, but I knew that I would emerge with the strength of my people who always 
center humanity and leave no one behind. When you are in the possession of ancestral 
wisdom with Indigenous blood running through your veins, you have 533 years of layers of 
oppression to peel back, and nothing is surprising because we have faced attempted 
genocide, removal from our lands and ways of being and forced cultural assimilation at the 
hands of the government.  

I was raised to understand that history only serves those who seek to control it, and we 
need to remember uncomfortable truths so that we don’t repeat the mistakes. I cite my 
Dakota elders with these gifts of knowledge that have been passed down to me as we have 
done for generations. It is important to remember what has transpired because it is unwise 
to repeat the errors of those ways.  

Humans have more than treaty rights, we also have rights to exist on Mother Earth along 
with all that is living, and we need to remember our shared responsibilities in taking care of 
the land, people, waterways, plant and animal life that nourishes and sustains our 
existence as human beings. Sustainable library futures can be for everyone, not just those 
with abundant funding support and we need to tell our stories to gain advocacy and 
awareness because access to accurate information should also be a human right. I hope 
that you will continue to support ALA and your local library. Renew your memberships, join 
the board, and use your library cards.  

Growing up in a small village in rural Nebraska, I have seen how communities can grow 
strong with their love and respect for each other, and after moving along on my We All 
Belong library tour across 33 states, I believe that support is still present nationwide, and 
we need to remember why our work is important. It’s because people and information are 
also important and this is the story that we need to share. Leaders can emerge from any 
size of community, and I encourage everyone to consider a path towards leadership 
because it’s a necessary part of life to give back. If an Indigenous woman from a small 
village can rise to the top of the field with the strength of her ancestors, anyone can.  

That’s it, that’s the key to life and everything else is just a man-made system of oppression 
meant to frighten and confuse people into submission under the guise of supporting the 
public good. Now is the time to remember that we are sacred people and we deserve to be 
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treated with respect while we serve the public through our trusted profession of 
librarianship. If we do not deserve this level of respect now, when will we? 

 

Leadership Recognition 

It is always right to recognize our elders, and our elders are the warriors who have served 
the public in the best way possible. Dr. Carla Hayden, our most-esteemed colleague, 
deserves to be recognized with the highest regard for her calm leadership and steady 
resolve throughout her tenure. Dr. Hayden has transformed the library to highlight the 
collection and to be recognized as a library for all people. A brilliant plan laid bare, she led 
the staff to welcome the public into a space where everyone could be seen and feel as if 
their stories matter in a place where their knowledge belongs.  

We will always recognize 2025 as the year that we rose together to honor our Librarian of 
Congress who cherished the people so. Now adding to our nation’s treasures is the legacy 
of Dr. Hayden and the fierce team of staff who quietly work to organize, preserve, and make 
accessible the knowledge of the world. Of further mention, Mr. Robert Newlen is currently 
serving as the acting Librarian of Congress, and we are grateful for his leadership at this 
time. Thank you all for your service to the field!  

A most gracious note of appreciation to Dr. Cyndee Landrum and the amazing team at the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services for their dedication to supporting communities 
with research, grants, and policymaking. A small but mighty team, we recognize the work of 
this dynamic group of professionals who provide exceptional service. We are grateful for 
your support throughout the years. As we know, there are many leaders to recognize at this 
time and I hope that you will give your own shout-outs online as well.  

To my Presidential Advisory Committee Members, Wopida! I could not have faced this 
responsibility without your support, and I am grateful for how you all uplift others in our 
field and how you give selflessly to promote the public good. It’s easy to find inspiration 
when looking at your work and I look forward to seeing what you do next. While the ALA 
Presidency isn’t for everyone, any one of you could step up to the helm and receive the 
support that you need to move us forward. These memories of working together will inspire 
me for the remainder of my career and I am so grateful to you all. 

I also recognize all of the amazing ALA members who have stepped up as chairs, members, 
and senior fellows to serve on committees, working groups, and taskforces. I wish there 
was an annual recognition plan in place for everyone, and we thank you for your service to 
ALA.  
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ALA Leadership 

Pidamaya ye, thank you for this opportunity to represent our profession and speak on 
behalf of libraries during a time when we needed a fearless voice to speak these truths, no 
matter how hard that became. No two days were the same and while I never knew exactly 
what I would wake up to, I could count on the hits to keep coming. I love libraries and I 
believe in us, so I persevered knowing that the Creator placed me on this path. I truly feel 
this way because I was nominated the year before I was approved to run because my 
director at the time did not approve of my candidacy because they were new to libraries 
and didn’t know enough about ALA. When the second knock came a year later, I received 
approval to pursue the opportunity on behalf of my employer, and the rest is history. I hope 
that I represented Kansas City well during this tumultuous time for library leadership and I 
am grateful to the nominating committee members for placing their trust in me. It’s not 
often that a member leader from a small affiliate rises to the helm to serve at ALA national 
and I see many more of you who can also lead at this level across our state chapters, 
divisions, affiliates, and roundtables.   

In my time working in public libraries, I have worked with some of the best directors in the 
field and I am forever grateful for their support. Special recognition to Gina Millsap, Rob 
Banks, Crosby Kemper, and Joel Jones for your exemplary leadership and mentorship. With 
25 years ahead of me, I do not know what the future holds for my career, but I hope that 
libraries will continue to thrive in America. To our ALA Past Presidents who have reached 
out and offered your support, thank you! I am truly grateful for your support, and I look 
forward to joining this prestigious group of our most admired leaders! When I look back at 
everything that you all have contributed to the field, I am in awe of your continued service 
to ALA and the field of librarianship.  

Wherever you are headed in your career journey, I hope that you remember that the future 
is more important than the culmination of what you have endured up until today. Every 
action that was meant to be an obstacle became an opportunity to develop new skills and 
as long as you lean into your skillset, your resilience will prevail. Remember, we will always 
be stronger together and temporary madness doesn’t need to leave a mark. 

It was an honor of a lifetime to tour across 33 states meeting with library staff and seeing all 
of your beautiful libraries. I am grateful for the inspiration, and I thank you for welcoming 
me in a good way. The list of libraries visited will be in my final We All Belong Library Tour 
report for those libraries who agreed to be recognized.   

I don’t know what the future holds for me in this field, but I am grateful for the opportunities 
to learn more about how politics impacts access to information in this country. This helps 
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me see the power that lies within the walls of a library, and this is why I continue to believe 
that there has never been a better time to serve as a library professional because we are 
trained information professionals who are trusted by our community to provide everyone 
with equal access to information. There has never been a more important time to work in 
libraries, and I thank you for the inspiration. Thank you to everyone who invited me to speak 
at your library or event! 

Free People, Read Freely. 

 

“In our democratic society, the library stands for hope, for learning, for progress, for 
literacy, for self-improvement and for civic engagement. The library is a symbol of 
opportunity, citizenship, equality, freedom of speech, and freedom of thought, and hence, 
is a symbol for democracy itself.” – Vartan Gregorian   

 

 

Executive Board Duties 

A special note of thanks to our amazing ALA staff for all of their support, what a time it is to 
support those working in the library field. Executive board members have been working very 
hard to support our members and committees while governing the association and we 
could not do it all without staff assistance. Thank you! 

Recognizing the executive board members, thank you for stepping up as leaders and for 
all of your time that you give to ALA. It is quite noteworthy to look back at all that was 
thrown our way during this past year and you stepped up to lead, debate, and make sound 
decisions together for which I am grateful. Thank you to the board members whose terms 
are ending and best wishes to the leaders who are moving into their next year of service on 
the board. You are inspirational to us all and we appreciate your contributions! President-
Elect Helmick is in good hands with your support and they will lead us forward in the best 
way possible!  

Highlighted Discussions: Core Values, Censorship, Highest % of Book Bans, Executive 
Director Recruitment, Legislative Actions, DEI Rhetoric, President-Elect Stepped Down, 
Membership, Council Changes,  Cyberattack,  150th Anniversary, Strategic Plan, 
Organizational Culture, Natural Disasters,  Operating Agreement, Our ALA, Pivot Strategy 
Transition, ALA Forward, Divisional Merger, Carbon Neutral Conference, ALA-APA, National 
Climate Strategy, LibLearnX Pilot End, Winter Events Continuation, Budgets, BARC, F&A, 
Accreditation/Committee, Intellectual Freedom Summit, Library of Congress, Copyright, 
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Institute of Museum and Library Services, Digital Equity Act, Funding Cuts, Litigation, 
Surveys/Reports and other Adverse Actions.  

• President and ALA Executive Director Meetings: Mondays 
• President and PPA Washington Office Briefing Meetings: Bi-weekly Wednesdays 
• ALA Executive Committee Meetings: Wednesdays 
• ALA Executive Board Meetings: Thursdays 
• ALA-APA Executive Board: Thursdays 
• Liaison, American Indian Library Association, Monthly Meetings 3rd Friday 
• Liaison, ALA 150th Commemoration Committee Meetings: As Scheduled 
• Attend ALA Association-Wide Meetings and Webinars 
• Meet with Member Leaders and Committee Chairs as Requested 
 

Conference/Events: In-Person Presentations/Meetings, and Travel/Library Tour 

1. Spring Executive Board Meeting, ALA Headquarters, April 24-28 
2. U.S. Courthouse, Washington D.C., April 30-May1 
3. Tour, Belleville Public Library, Detroit, MI, May 5-7 
4. Tour, Area Libraries, Dallas, TX, May 9-11 
5. Keynote, Utah Library Association Conference, May 13-15 
6. Tour, University of Nevada Las Vegas Library, May 16 
7. Tour, San Jose State University/Commencement, May 21-23 
8. Keynote, TCLI Montana State University Library, June 5 
9. Tour, McCracken Public Library, Paducah, KY, June 6 
10. Tour, Orange County Library System, Orlando, FL, June 11 
11. Tour, Gwinnett County Public Library, Atlanta, GA, June 12 
12. Tour, Birmingham Public Library, Birmingham, AL, June 13 
13. Tour, Itawamba County Library, Fulton, MS, June 13 
14. Keynote, International Indigenous Librarians’ Forum, Toronto, CA, June 18 
15. Presiding Officer, ALA Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA, June 24-July 1  

 

Media Interviews/Coverage and Virtual Presentations 

1. American Libraries Column, Honoring Spirits, June 2025 
2. Quote, ALA launches FY 2026 #FundLibraries campaign, driving congressional 

support to fully fund federal programs at risk of elimination, April 17, 2025 
3. Quote, Executive Order puts federal funds for libraries and museums at risk, April 17 

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2025/06/02/honoring-spirits/
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/04/ala-launches-fy-2026-fundlibraries-campaign-driving-congressional-support-fully-fund
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/04/ala-launches-fy-2026-fundlibraries-campaign-driving-congressional-support-fully-fund
https://www.massapequapost.com/articles/executive-order-puts-federal-funds-for-libraries-and-museums-at-risk/
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4. Quote, Advocate: Trump Order to Dismantle Federal Library Service Threatens Rural 
Libraries, April 19 

5. Quote, ALA Urges Supporters to Contact Congresspeople with a #FundLibraries 
Message, April 18 

6. Quote, Libraries brace for impact after IMLS cuts, April 18 
7. Quote, American Library Association Sues Trump, April 22 
8. Quote, The art of resistance: Trump’s attack on humanities triggers a blowback 

movement, April 21 
9. Quote, Library funding crisis hits rural Iowa as federal grants slashed, April 24 
10. Quote, A cult clothier and iconic publishing house join forces to fight book bans, 

11. Quote, Local libraries monitor potential impacts of federal cuts, April 24 
12. Quote, Trump threatens funding for local libraries and museums, April 25 
13. Quote, How Libraries Are Faring Under the Trump Administration Amid Detrimental 

Funding Cuts, Time Magazine, April 26 
14. Quote, Library groups fight cuts, warning rural areas around the nation will suffer 

most, April 29 
15. Quote, Trump is slashing library funds. California is a target, Los Angeles Times, 

April 30 
16. Quote, ALA Pushes to Preserve IMLS as Staff Termination Date Looms, May 1 
17. Quote, Federal Court Halts Dismantling of Federal Library Agency in ALA Lawsuit, 

May 1 
18. Quote, Judge temporarily blocks Trump administration from dismantling library 

services agency, The Washington Post, May 2 
19. Quote, Judge Grants IMLS a Temporary Reprieve in ‘ALA v. Sonderling’, Publishers 

Weekly, May 2 
20. Quote, Institute of Museum and Library Services Shutdown Stopped in Federal 

Court, May 2 
21. Quote, Federal Court Halts Dismantling of IMLS in ALA Lawsuit, American Libraries 

Magazine, May 2 
22. Quote, Can Athens Close the Book on Federal Library Funding?, May 7 
23. Quote, ALA praises service of Dr. Carla Hayden, decries "unjust dismissal" of 

Librarian of Congress, May 9 
24. Quote, ALA Decries Dismissal of Librarian of Congress, American Libraries 

Magazine, May 9 
25. Quote, Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden Fired by White House, Publishers 

Weekly, May 9 

https://wydaily.com/latest/2025/04/19/advocate-trump-order-to-dismantle-federal-library-service-threatens-rural-libraries/
https://wydaily.com/latest/2025/04/19/advocate-trump-order-to-dismantle-federal-library-service-threatens-rural-libraries/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/newsbrief/index.html?oly_enc_id=2893H0307167A8W&record=5326
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/newsbrief/index.html?oly_enc_id=2893H0307167A8W&record=5326
https://www.liherald.com/freeport/stories/chris-carini-trophy-dedication-freeport,214393?
https://bookriot.com/american-library-association-sues-trump/
https://www.salon.com/2025/04/21/the-art-of-resistance-trumps-on-humanities-triggers-a-blowback-movement/
https://www.salon.com/2025/04/21/the-art-of-resistance-trumps-on-humanities-triggers-a-blowback-movement/
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2025/04/23/library-funding-crisis-hits-rural-iowa-as-federal-grants-slashed/83138050007/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTOTgzOTQ1MDY2NDYzNzY1NTY1NTIaN2M1ZTRmNDA2YTYxMWU2OTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw2szmA6RI0Ce4wZz9MZqV4H
https://www.fastcompany.com/91322034/online-ceramics-penguin-random-house-collection
https://www.fastcompany.com/91322034/online-ceramics-penguin-random-house-collection
https://www.chathamstartribune.com/news/article_77013f60-b57b-4152-94be-7df8cdd0486e.html
https://www.liherald.com/malverne/stories/trump-threats-to-imls,214514
https://time.com/7280715/how-libraries-are-faring-under-trump/
https://time.com/7280715/how-libraries-are-faring-under-trump/
https://www.wxpr.org/arts-culture/2025-04-29/library-groups-fight-cuts-warning-rural-areas-around-the-nation-will-suffer-most
https://www.wxpr.org/arts-culture/2025-04-29/library-groups-fight-cuts-warning-rural-areas-around-the-nation-will-suffer-most
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-04-30/chabria-column-trump-targets-libraries-for-cuts
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97670-ala-pushes-to-preserve-imls-as-staff-termination-date-looms.html
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/federal-court-halts-dismantling-federal-library-agency-ala-lawsuit
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/05/01/institute-of-museum-library-services-trump/b7bf8504-26eb-11f0-ae6d-e4db528eba27_story.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoTNDEzODMyNjg3MzQ0MjcyMDkwMTIaNTZkMGZjZmYxMDUzNmVhYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0ghtQWiyD0nT3Xz1vBcdeY
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/05/01/institute-of-museum-library-services-trump/b7bf8504-26eb-11f0-ae6d-e4db528eba27_story.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoTNDEzODMyNjg3MzQ0MjcyMDkwMTIaNTZkMGZjZmYxMDUzNmVhYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw0ghtQWiyD0nT3Xz1vBcdeY
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97684-judge-grants-imls-a-temporary-reprieve-in-ala-v-sonderling.html
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/institute-of-museum-and-library-services-shutdown-stopped-in-federal-court-1234740426/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/institute-of-museum-and-library-services-shutdown-stopped-in-federal-court-1234740426/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/federal-court-halts-dismantling-of-imls-in-ala-lawsuit/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/federal-court-halts-dismantling-of-imls-in-ala-lawsuit/
https://flagpole.com/news/news-features/2025/05/07/can-athens-close-the-book-on-federal-library-funding/
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/ALA-praises-service-dr-carla-hayden-decries-dismissal
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/ALA-praises-service-dr-carla-hayden-decries-dismissal
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/ala-decries-dismissal-of-librarian-of-congress/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/ala-decries-dismissal-of-librarian-of-congress/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97731-librarian-of-congress-carla-hayden-fired-by-white-house.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97731-librarian-of-congress-carla-hayden-fired-by-white-house.html
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26. Quote, Senator Markey, Leader Schumer, Senator Luján Decry Republican Vote to 
Tear Internet Access from Rural and Low-Income Students, May 8 

27. Quote, Tribal communities risk losing local libraries and the history they hold amid 
DOGE cuts, NBC News, May 11 

28. Quote, ‘Dead Outlaw’ Cancels Library of Congress Concert to Protest Firing, The 
New York Times, May 11 

29. Quote, ALA President Hohl Statement Regarding the Firing of Carla Hayden, 
Librarian of Congress, Public Libraries Online, May 9 

30. Quote, ALA responds to 'unlawful dismissal' of Register of Copyrights, May 12 
31. Quote, Dr. Carla Hayden, Librarian of Congress, Fired by Donald Trump 

administration, ABC News, May 13 
32. Quote, Senate Votes to Rescind E-Rate Program Funding Loaner WiFi Hotspots for 

Schools and Libraries, May 13 
33. Quote, Trump funding cuts threaten to send York County Libraries back into the 

'dark ages', May 13 
34. Quote, ALA raises alarm over termination of Digital Equity Act grants, May 15 
35. Quote, ALA Welcomes Preliminary Injunction Restoring Some Grants, Staff of 

Federal Library Agency, May 15 
36. Quote, Libraries are cutting back on staff and services after Trump’s order to 

dismantle small agency, May 18 
37. Quote, Why can’t you borrow that ebook anymore? Trumps order hits U.S. libraries 

hard. The Times of India, May 18 
38. Quote, 21 states sue Trump after $300M library lifeline frozen, May 20 
39. Quote, ALA welcomes IMLS staff return and select grant reinstatements, cautiously 

optimistic about national case, May 21 
40. Quote, Libraries are cutting back on staff and services, May 30 
41. Quote, Reading into the Importance of Public Libraries, May 29 
42. Quote, ALA awards $10,000 grants to 16 libraries to build capacity to serve New 

Americans (immigrants and refugees), June 3 
43. Quote,  R.I. Judge Denies Effort to Slow-Walk IMLS Reversal - Publishers 

Weekly, June 6 

44. Quote, Alaska libraries may see federal funding restored, June 5 
45. Quote, Court allows Trump administration to proceed with efforts to destroy 

Institute of Museum and Library Services as case continues, June 6 
46. Quote, Judge Denies Preliminary Injunction in IMLS Lawsuit, June 7 
47. Quote, ALA is disappointed in today's court ruling denying our request for a 

preliminary injunction in our lawsuit to save IMLS. June 7 
48. Quote, Clarivate to sponsor ALA Public Supporter Program, June 9 

https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-leader-schumer-senator-lujan-decry-republican-vote-to-tear-internet-access-from-rural-and-low-income-students
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-leader-schumer-senator-lujan-decry-republican-vote-to-tear-internet-access-from-rural-and-low-income-students
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/tribal-communities-risk-losing-local-libraries-history-hold-doge-cuts-rcna203508
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/tribal-communities-risk-losing-local-libraries-history-hold-doge-cuts-rcna203508
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/theater/dead-outlaw-library-of-congress-performance.html
https://publiclibrariesonline.org/2025/05/ala-president-hohl-statement-regarding-the-firing-of-carla-hayden-librarian-of-congress/
https://publiclibrariesonline.org/2025/05/ala-president-hohl-statement-regarding-the-firing-of-carla-hayden-librarian-of-congress/
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/Register-Copyrights-Firing
https://abc7.com/post/dr-carla-hayden-librarian-congress-fired-donald-trump-administration-todd-blanche-named-interim-library-head/16395418/
https://abc7.com/post/dr-carla-hayden-librarian-congress-fired-donald-trump-administration-todd-blanche-named-interim-library-head/16395418/
https://thejournal.com/articles/2025/05/13/senate-votes-to-rescind-erate-program-funding-loaner-wifi-hotspots-for-schools-and-libraries.aspx
https://thejournal.com/articles/2025/05/13/senate-votes-to-rescind-erate-program-funding-loaner-wifi-hotspots-for-schools-and-libraries.aspx
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/education/2025/05/13/trump-funding-cuts-threaten-to-send-york-county-libraries-back-into-the-dark-ages/83540224007/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/education/2025/05/13/trump-funding-cuts-threaten-to-send-york-county-libraries-back-into-the-dark-ages/83540224007/
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/ala-raises-alarm-over-termination-digital-equity-act-grants
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/ala-welcomes-preliminary-injunction-AG-lawsuit
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/ala-welcomes-preliminary-injunction-AG-lawsuit
https://wtop.com/education/2025/05/libraries-are-cutting-back-on-staff-and-services-after-trumps-order-to-dismantle-small-agency/
https://wtop.com/education/2025/05/libraries-are-cutting-back-on-staff-and-services-after-trumps-order-to-dismantle-small-agency/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/why-cant-you-borrow-that-e-book-anymore-trumps-order-hits-us-libraries-hard/articleshow/121245935.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/why-cant-you-borrow-that-e-book-anymore-trumps-order-hits-us-libraries-hard/articleshow/121245935.cms
https://www.newsbreak.com/san-diego-post-314653203/4014590729121-21-states-sue-trump-after-300m-library-lifeline-frozen
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/ala-welcomes-imls-staff-return-and-select-grant-reinstatements-cautiously
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/05/ala-welcomes-imls-staff-return-and-select-grant-reinstatements-cautiously
https://www.thechiefleader.com/stories/libraries-are-cutting-back-on-staff-and-services,54461
https://progressive.org/latest/reading-into-the-importance-of-public-libraries-spanbauer-20250529/
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/06/ala-awards-10000-grants-16-libraries-build-capacity-serve-new-americans-immigrants-and
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/06/ala-awards-10000-grants-16-libraries-build-capacity-serve-new-americans-immigrants-and
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97958-r-i-judge-denies-effort-to-slow-walk-imls-reversal.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoSMzUxNjkyMjI0Mzk0MTU3MDI3Mho3YzVlNGY0MDZhNjExZTY5OmNvbTplbjpVUw&usg=AOvVaw1OMzKEa4oChK8K8Dl3tx09
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/97958-r-i-judge-denies-effort-to-slow-walk-imls-reversal.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoSMzUxNjkyMjI0Mzk0MTU3MDI3Mho3YzVlNGY0MDZhNjExZTY5OmNvbTplbjpVUw&usg=AOvVaw1OMzKEa4oChK8K8Dl3tx09
https://www.peninsulaclarion.com/news/alaska-libraries-may-see-federal-funding-restored/
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/06/court-allows-trump-administration-proceed-efforts-destroy-institute-museum-and-library
https://www.ala.org/news/2025/06/court-allows-trump-administration-proceed-efforts-destroy-institute-museum-and-library
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/judge-denies-preliminary-injunction-in-imls-lawsuit/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DKk2N9wsAOQ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DKk2N9wsAOQ/
https://www.researchinformation.info/news/clarivate-to-sponsor-ala-public-supporter-program/
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49. Quote, Judge Rules Cuts at Institute of Museum and Library Services Allowed as 
Lawsuits Proceed, June 9 

50. Quote,  ALA 2025: Librarians Converge on the Cradle of Liberty - Publishers 

Weekly, June 14  

 

Presidential Responsibilities: Please note, this role takes a lot of time for member 
engagement, media relations, research and meeting prep, email/social media 
communications, and writing speeches and reports. As spokesperson, you are always 
“on” and will receive requests all hours of the day/night, weekends, and holidays.   

I am happy to discuss this role with anyone who is interested, and I encourage you to 
make strategic moves in your leadership profile if you are interested in being 
nominated to run for ALA President. There were times when I would work for weeks on 
end without a day off and the expectations of serving in this role are high with limited 
direct support from ALA, so be prepared.  

This cannot be emphasized enough, but this role has changed a lot over the past few 
years from prior service models/protocols and there is a lot of misunderstanding 
regarding the time commitment and staff/financial support that the ALA President 
receives. Be prepared to hit the ground running and catch your breath when you get a 
moment!   

Overview: The role of ALA President requires a commitment at the highest level to support 
the needs of the membership, manage member relations/feedback, lead the governance 
structure, meet with the public, schedule meeting dates, prepare agendas and facilitate 
meetings, preside over conferences, be available for interviews and public speaking as the 
official spokesperson, plan and implement presidential initiatives, call special meetings, 
support matters pertaining to organizational operations, schedule and participate in 
calls/webinars, meet with potential funders and support donor relations, draft reports, 
quotes, speeches and articles for media relations, press releases, newsletters and 
presentations, design PowerPoint slides, research local activity, monitor legislative action 
and trends impacting the information field, present awards, manage a demanding 
schedule, book travel arrangements and navigate local logistics, manage 
budgets/reimbursements and oh the calls/texts/emails that will come! 
 
Future Communications: Please refer to the ALA Press Release webpage for the entire list 
of recent activity to stay informed.  
 

https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/institute-of-museum-and-library-services-restraining-order-overturned-1234744651/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/institute-of-museum-and-library-services-restraining-order-overturned-1234744651/
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/trade-shows-events/article/98011-ala-2025-librarians-converge-on-the-cradle-of-liberty.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTM4OTkzMzkzMDUyNzIwODk2MzIyGjU2ZDBmY2ZmMTA1MzZlYWI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw1wrJGvXXkZUepB6TE6nH3U
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/trade-shows-events/article/98011-ala-2025-librarians-converge-on-the-cradle-of-liberty.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTM4OTkzMzkzMDUyNzIwODk2MzIyGjU2ZDBmY2ZmMTA1MzZlYWI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw1wrJGvXXkZUepB6TE6nH3U
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Presidential Advisory Committee Members: In recognition of these amazing colleagues 
for all of their assistance with our presidential initiatives! This work would not have 
happened without their support, and I am forever grateful for their help. The toolkit and 
libguide will be valuable resources for years to come and we will launch these resources at 
the annual conference. Wopida Tanka! ALA Staff: Sheryl Reyes 

1. Eileen K. Bosch, Associate Dean, Bowling Green State University, Ohio 

2. Karim Boughida, Dean, Stony Brook University, New York 

3. Sunny Branick, Branch Manager, The Kansas City Public Library, Missouri 

ALA President Cindy Hohl Spring 2025 Report 12 

4. Shauntee Burns Simpson, Director of Youth and Family Services, District of Columbia 

Public Library 

5. Carrie Cornelius, Supervisory Librarian, Haskell Indian Nations University, Kansas 

6. Peter Coyl, Executive Director/CEO, Sacramento Public Library, California 

7. Sukrit Goswami, Executive Director, San Antonio Public Library, TX 

8. Nathan Hohl, Branch Operations Manager, Johnson County Library, Kansas 

9. Libby Holtmann, Executive Director, Plano Public Library, Texas 

10. Adriana Huertas, Youth, Family and Equity Program Manager, San Diego Public Library, 

California 

11. David A. Hurley, Associate Professor, Discovery and Web Librarian, The University of 

New Mexico 

12. Maria McCauley, Executive Director, Cambridge Public Library, Massachusetts 

13. Sally Stieglitz, Communications and Outreach Coordinator, Long Island Library 

Resources Council, New York 


