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international Participation at Annual

As of June 13, there were 235 colleagues from forty-eight countries registered. The
international participation is lower than previous years, especially Canada, due to the current
political climate. International exhibitor participation is higher than in San Diego last year, with
fifty-two companies from twelve countries in the Library Marketplace. In 2024 there were forty-
two vendors from twelve countries.



2024-2025 ALA CD#18.1

2025 ALA Annual Conference

ALA Council Committee
Report Form

The IRC is pleased that International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) President-elect
Leslie Weir, Librarian and Archivist from Canada is attending. And the Korean Library
Association (KLA) organized a delegation for the second year in a row.

International Activities at Annual

The Annua Conference is rich in international programming. The International Relations Round
Table (IRRT) has organized a preconference “Connecting and Fostering Community Through
Library Initiatives Around the World” and providing the ‘International Librarians Orientation.’
The IRRT also provides staffing and support at the International Visitors Lounge.

International focused programs include:

“Caribbean Libraries at the Forefront of Transformation: Navigating Change, Building Resilience,
and Empowering Communities” (Americas Subcommittee)

“Library and Library Education Innovations in the Philippines: A Showcase of Best Practices”
(Asia Oceana Subcommittee)

“Lifelong Literacy and Africa: The Role of Libraries and Library and Information Professionals”
(Africa Subcommittee)

“Librarians Connecting Globally: Insights and Conversations from the Americas and Beyond”
(IRRT Chair’s Program)

This year there are twenty-four posters for the Global Solutions Poster Session on Sunday from
3:30-5:00pm. The IRC encourages Councilors to visit with our international colleagues as they

share innovative ideas and practices.

This year’s International Librarian’s Reception will be held on Saturday evening instead of
Monday with the changes to the conference schedule.

Book Donations for Ukraine at Annual
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ALA is partnering with San Jose State University to collect donations of children’s books at the
Annual Conference for six libraries and schools in Attendees and exhibitors are encouraged to
drop off books at four bins located around the conference. Funds from the ALA Ukraine Library
Relief Fund will assist in the covering the shipping costs.

1st Sharjah School Librarians Conference and ALA Book Translations into Arabic

Building on the twelve-year partnership the Sharjah Book Authority, ALA and AASL organized
the first Sharjah School Librarians Conference in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates (UAE) on April
15-16 for 125 UAE school librarians with the theme ‘Literacy and Reading Promotion.’

AASL President Becky Calzada keynoted the conference. Session included ‘Breaking Barriers to
Collaborate with Teachers and Administrators” and “Reaching Reluctant Readers and

Reading with Emirate Centric Books.” The Emirates Library and Information Association (ELIA)
assisted in selecting the school librarian participants.

ELIA has signed a contract with ALA Publishing to translate five ALA books into Arabic. The
books will be translated in time to be featured at the 12 Sharjah International Library
Conference in November. The International Relations Office has been working since the spring
to set up the program.

IFL

The IRC would like to thank IFLA and national associations around the world for creating
statements opposing the actions to shutter the Institute of Museum and Library Services and
the firing of Dr. Carla Hayde as Librarian of Congress.

The IFLA election took place this spring. Te Paea Paringatai from (Aotearoa/New Zealand) was
elected President-elect and Stuart Hamilton (England) was elected as incoming Treasurer. ACRL
Past-president Lisa Hinchliffe was elected to one of five at-large members of the IFLA Governing
Board. With ALA Past-president Loida Garcia-Febo re-elected as the Chair of the Management
of Library Association Section, which also is a member of the Board, there will be two U.S.
representatives serving the next two years. ALA brought forward fifteen members for various
IFLA Section Committees. Thirteen of the fifteen were elected.
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The IRC is pleased to congratulate Past-President Emily Drabinski and Executive Board Member
Corinthia Price as two of the ten U.S. members of the North American Regional Division
Committee for 2025-2027. The other members will be Clara Chu; Evviva Weinraub Lajoie;
Karen Downing; Sara Benson; Mark Mattson; Katherine Klosek; Kristina Grooms; and Ann
Okerson.

The North American Regional Division Committee will lead the ‘Engage with IFLA’ program on
Sunday afternoon at Annual

IFLA’s World Library and Information Congress will take place in Astana, Kazakhstan, August 18-
22. ALA will have a stand to promote membership, products and services, and the 2026 Annual
Conference in Chicago.

In preparation for the upcoming Internet Governance Forum in Norway, IFLA on June 10th
released ‘IFLA Entry Point to Libraries and Al’ which is intended to be a tool to support
librarians in the assessment of ethical Al use. The document provides librarians with a list of key
considerations and scenarios to evaluate and discuss the benefits and risks of adopting Al use
within library premises.

IFLA is currently undertaking a ‘Governance Health Check’ four years after significant changes
were made to IFLA’s governance structure. The review will be completed in February 2026.

ALA and United Nations

The ALA UN Sustainable Development Goals Subcommittee is organizing another delegation to
attend and participate in the United Nations High Level Political Forum in New York, July 14-23.
Goal 8 Decent Growth and Economic Growth’ is the topic for this year’s Forum. The ALA UN
Sustainable Development Committee as created a Side Event “Imperatives for Growth: Libraries
as Catalysts for Inclusive Employment, Skills and Prosperity” on Monday July 21, 6:00 — 7:30 PM
at the New York Public Library’s Stavros Niarchos Foundation Library. Delegates from around
the world will be invited. Lisa Varga, Associate Executive Director, Public Policy, and Advocacy
will be a featured speaker.

ALA has put in its application for Consultative Status with the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, whose portfolio includes the UN Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) activities. A decision is expected in late fall. If accepted it will provide ALA official status
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to attend forums and other meetings, provide comment on UN policy, and interact/participate
in UN initiatives. Currently ALA participates through its membership in IFLA.

Intl Webinars

IRC and IRRT and their subcommittees organized webinars this spring. In April, over six hundred
librarians and library workers around the globe registered for IRRT’s “Reading for Pleasure:
Initiating and Sustaining a Love of Reading Among Children and Young People” webinar. In May,
“Sustainability in Action: A Case Study by National University of Singapore Libraries” had two
hundred registrants. And The UN Sustainable Development Goals Subcommittee’s “Al for Good:
Empowering Libraries to Advance Equity, Access, and Innovation” was viewed by three hundred
librarians in thirty countries.

IRRT Emerging Leaders Project

Emerging Leader Group G completed their project “Engaging the global library community:
Developing an effective marketing plan to increase IRRT’s reach” and has submitted a report to
the IRRT Executive Board. The IRC and IRRT thank the following Emerging Leaders:

e Tiara Allen - Marketing and Outreach Coordinator at the Pflugerville (TX) Public Library

e Erin Calhoun - Electronic Resources Librarian at the University of Toronto Libraries

e Aliyanda Harris Cobbinah - M.S. in Library & Information Science at the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign

e Angel Tang - Science and Engineering Librarian at University of Wisconsin-Madison

American Library in Paris

Maggie Farrell, ALA representative to the Board of the American Library in Paris (ALP) reported
that the annua fundraising gala on June 4th was a success and featured author Erik Larson. ALP
continued to expand its diverse programming and offerings this year, with over 125 events.
Over 1,400 submissions were received for the Young Authors Fiction Festival. Applications are
being reviewed for the ALP Visiting Fellowship Program — 557 applicants applied. The visiting
fellows, writers, and scholars enrich the programming and services and enable ALP to have
many connections to the literary environment.

Humphry and Bogle Award Winners
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Julia M. Gelfand, Applied Sciences, Engineering & Public Health Librarian at the University
California-Irvine is this year’s recipient of the American Library Association (ALA) International
Relations Committee’s John Ames/Humphry/OCLC/ Forest Press Award. The award given to an
individual for significant contribution to international librarianship. Sarah Sansbury, Teacher
Librarian at Evansdale Elementary School in Doraville, GA received the Bogle Pratt Travel Grant
to participate in the Canadian Association for Information Science (CAIS/ACSI) Conference.



