GODORT Advocacy Priorities for the Federal Depository Library Program

The Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP), administered by the U.S. Government
Publishing Office, was established to ensure free, public access to government information in
the interest of an informed citizenry. This vision is supported by a strong network of depository
libraries that work to facilitate access to a wide range of government publications in various
formats. Depository libraries also provide trained staff with subject expertise who offer research
assistance to help users understand government information and locate additional resources,
among other obligations.

The issue and advocacy goals

Since its inception, the FDLP has undergone many changes, and the recent shift to a digital-first
program is perhaps one of the most significant. FDLP participation remains crucial for
maintaining public access to government information, as well as for promoting government
information literacy, in a nearly all-digital landscape.

It is the intention of GODORT to identify advocacy opportunities, in partnership with other
stakeholders, to

e Empower government information librarians to advocate for the FDLP, particularly in
encouraging library support for the FDLP at the administrative level

e Promote the integration of government information in digital literacy efforts

e Raise the public profile of the FDLP

e Reach members of Congress to promote the importance of the FDLP

Partnerships

Any member of GODORT may suggest a project in accordance with these goals to the
GODORT Legislation Committee, which holds administrative responsibility for advocacy efforts.
Existing Legislation Committee partners include the GODORT Education Committee and the
ALA Public Policy & Advocacy Office.

Past Efforts

Resolution in Honor of Maryellen Trautman (2025)

GODORT’s Advocacy Priorities for the FDLP (2025 Update to FDLP Advocacy Plan)

Letter in support of FDLP to GPO (2023)

Established liaison from GODORT Education Committee (2022)

FDLP Advocacy Plan (2021)

What is the FDLP [letter to Congress] (2022)



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K7N-chfeYJN9R8zvr2dgylle76pVcGqR0O-CMaWeXR4/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14WPsdKHTtk7mU3fIBpnWZx4rD9BfhJRV2urrjymWtPY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1phdeGrz8uwOsINhWCNfvP7SQvqj9e62l/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106045855579827780408&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/rt/content/Federal%20Depository%20Library%20Advocacy%20Plan%20for%20GODORT.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/rt/content/What%20is%20the%20FDLP%20June2022.pdf




