Resolution in Defense of Anti-War Protesters’ Freedom of Expression and Assembly

WHEREAS, the American Library Association has an international reputation for, and deep
history of, advocacy and activism in support of the rights delineated in the 1% Amendment to the
United States Constitution, which states the "Congress shall make no law ... abridging the
freedom of speech ... or the right of the people peaceably to assemble;" and

WHEREAS, in January 2024 the Council of the American Library Association renewed its core
value of upholding the principle of intellectual freedom; and

WHEREAS, on college campuses and city streets across the nation and around the world people
are peacefully protesting to demand an immediate ceasefire between Israel and Hamas and to
protest U.S. military support of Israel’s ongoing assault on Palestinians in Gaza and the West
Bank; and

WHEREAS, the false conflation of antisemitism and anti-Zionism is being weaponized to
legitimize repression against pro-Palestinian protesters, to deprive them of their 1st Amendment
rights, and to violate the academic freedom of university students and faculty who criticize
Israel; and

WHEREAS, over 3,000 students and faculty have recently been arrested for peacefully
protesting Israel’s massive assault on Gaza and calling for divestment of endowments from
corporations aiding Israel’s military; and

WHEREAS, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),! PEN America,? the American
Association of University Professors (AAUP)?, the American Council of Learned Societies,* the
American Historical Association (AHA)® and at least 10 other US academic associations have
issued or endorsed statements in defense of the right to free speech and peaceful protest on
university and college campuses; and

WHEREAS, the AHA statement has been signed by 43 academic associations; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 6090, the Antisemitism Awareness
Act of 2023 which, erroneously and purposefully, equates anti-Zionism with antisemitism®; and

WHEREAS, the ACLU has recently warned that the House passed H.R. 6408 and the Senate is
considering a companion bill, S. 4136, giving the government virtually unfettered power to
revoke the nonprofit status of any organization it accuses of supporting terrorism, using secret
evidence and unfair process, which could be used to silence student activism;’

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the American Library Association on behalf of its
members, and in accordance with our commitment to our core value of intellectual freedom,
condemns the practice of targeting peaceful anti-war protesters, the wrongful equating of anti-
Zionism with antisemitism, and the danger of legislation which could be used to shut down
dissenting voices, and calls on the American Library Association to:



1. issue and widely distribute a statement supporting freedom of expression and the 1st
Amendment rights of anti-war protesters; and

2. act in coalition with other civil liberties and academic organizations against the passage of the
Antisemitism Awareness Act and S. 4136.
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