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Memorial Resolution Honoring Helen Amabile

Whereas the American Library Association and broader library community lost a luminary
member and leader on November 25, 2024, with the death of Helen Amabile, née Lodahl, in
Media, Pennsylvania;

Whereas Helen showed remarkable vigor, creativity, and dedication at the U.S. Department of
Defense Dependents School in Stuttgart, Germany, as well as in her role as the Deputy Director
of the United States Information Agency’s (USIA) international library and information resource
center program;

Whereas during her tenure at USIA, Helen provided consistent leadership for the agency’s
library program, which disseminated information from and about the United States through
lending libraries situated in American Cultural Centers and information resource centers at U.S.
embassies and consulates across the globe;

Whereas these institutions were established on the premise that free access to information is
essential to the creation and well-being of democratic societies, a longstanding pillar of U.S.
foreign policy. The American libraries, as they were widely known, also applied standard U.S.
library practices in organizing and operating the facilities, such as diverse collections displayed
in open stacks, free loan of books, easy access to reliable information, welcoming all visitors,
and embracing freedom of expression. While these practices mirrored typical library
experiences in the United States, they were often a welcome taste of freedom in more closed
societies;

Whereas Helen guided and oversaw assignments of U.S. foreign service librarians who served
as regional library and information resource officers and consultants to U.S. embassy officials
and libraries of host countries;

Whereas Helen’s calm, tenacious, and convincing manner supported those U.S. foreign service
librarians, our information ambassadors, thousands of miles from home during an era of slower
and complicated communication channels, constantly evolving geopolitical developments, and
in a multi-lingual, multi-cultural, multi-racial world;

Whereas Helen was key in establishing the Library Fellows program, a Fulbright program
funded by USIA and administered by the American Library Association, facilitating short-term
assignments for librarians worldwide;

Whereas throughout the program’s eleven years, 118 U.S. librarians provided expertise and
assistance to colleagues in 83 countries while serving as emissaries of American culture,
society, and technology. In addition, 41 international librarians from 35 countries had the
opportunity to participate in an exchange opportunity in the United States, offering their
experience and learning first-hand how libraries in the United States function and to take back
knowledge acquired to help improve library service in their institution and their country;

Whereas Helen served as a friend to the newest members of the profession, mentoring
librarians, who have since become leaders, by providing wise counsel and creative
opportunities for growth; and
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Whereas as former Librarian of Congress Daniel Borstein stated "In a world divided by ideology,
by trade barriers, by military threats and nuclear fears, we librarians are not powerless. We are
the ambassadors of an indivisible world--of culture and books, and ideas. Unfortunately, we are
not plenipotentiary. But there is no country in the world where librarians cannot make some
small progress toward removing the boundaries and lowering the barriers which separate
cultures and which are sponsored by citizens or by governments. Every librarian, regardless of
his government's policy, has the opportunity, if he has the courage, to open the avenues of
books and ideas a little wider ... We must try to make the world of books more open--so that
men and women everywhere may breathe freely the uncensored open air of ideas." Helen lived
and deployed those words across the globe; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA) on behalf of its members:

1. Expresses its deepest gratitude for the life and work of Helen Amabile in service
to the profession by creating a strong partnership that utilized the combined strength of

the U.S. federal government, ALA, and libraries worldwide to advance our interests and

promote our values -- open access to information, intellectual freedom, and international
understanding;

2. Expresses its sincerest sympathies and deepest thanks to the family of Helen
Amabile for their unwavering support of her work in our shared cause; and

3. Sends copies of this resolution to her family, the U.S. State Department, her
home state library (Montana State Library) and home library association (Montana
Library Association), and the schools (Medicine Lake High School, Augsburg College)
that helped educate her and shaped her international character perspective.

Mover: Maggie Farrell, ALA Councilor-at-Large
Seconder: Julia Warga, International Relation Round Table Councilor, 2024-2027

Endorsers: Robert P. Doyle, Director, ALA International Relations Office and Library Fellow
Program, 1986-1996, 312-342-3497;

Mary Boone Bernsen, USIA foreign service librarian, 1985-2005;
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Source: Augsburgian, Yearbook 1953, pages 54 and 59, Helen Lodahl
https://archives.augsburg.edu/islandora/object/ AUGrepository%3A1446#page/59/mode/2up
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