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Memorial Resolution for
George Lindall Abbott

Whereas the American Library Association (ALA) lost a valued member and a respected
colleague on September 20, 2024, with the death of George Lindall Abbott;

Whereas George Abbott was born in Rutland, VT in 1941. He graduated from Mount St.
Joseph’s Academy and received his bachelor’s degree from St. Michael’s College in
Winooski, VT. He received his Master of Library Science degree from Syracuse University in
1966 and was inducted into the Beta Phi Mu Honor Society.

Whereas his career began at the Syracuse University Library in 1964 and spanned more
than four decades, becoming Head of Media Services after starting as a typistin the
Cataloging Department. From 1972 until 1987, he served as Building Manager for the new
Bird Library. Upon retirement in 2005, he was named Librarian Emeritus.

Whereas George was an active member of ALA and its divisions ACRL and LITA and served
on the ALA Christopher Hoy Scholarship jury. He chaired the LITA National Conference
exhibits. He helped establish the Retired Members Round Table (RMRT) and served as its
Treasurer. He joined the team of scholars developing the landmark publication
Bibliographic Control of Nonprint Media, published by ALAin 1972. Chosenas a
Committee on Accreditation visiting team member, he helped review LIS programs.

Whereas George Abbott attended conferences of the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions, serving, among others, on the Standing Committee for
Audiovisual and Multimedia. As a valued member of the American Society for Information
Science & Technology, he received the Watson Davis Award for Service, which is given to
“an individual member who has shown continuous dedicated leadership in and dedicated
to service.”

Whereas George was also a member of the Special Librarians Association, the Society of
Motion Pictures and Television Engineers, and the Association for Educational
Communications and Technology.

Whereas George, in his day job, presided over as many as 15 staff, collections of 27
different media items in a 50,000-item collection, 40 copiers, a public multimedia lab with
36 workstations, and a lab offering training in the use of digital software and hardware, he
often returned to a previous occupation. Beginning as a part-time projectionistin his
college days in Vermont, among others, he worked with the IMAX shows at the Museum of
Science and Technology in Syracuse;
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Therefore, be it resolved that the American Library Association, on behalf of its members,
1. Recognizes the remarkable achievements of George L. Abbott as a national and
international leader in the profession and his innovative media librarianship through
the explosion of technology throughout the Syracuse University Library, and
acknowledges his many contributions to his colleagues and friends;
2. Conveys sincere sympathy to his son, Brian Abbott, as well as his sister Marilyn and
her husband, James Richardson.

Mover: Sara Kelly Johns, Councilor-at-Large
Seconder: Keturah Cappadonia, New York Chapter Councilor

Additional Seconder: Jennifer Alvino Wood, Maine Chapter Councilor

Endorsed by: Blanche Woolls, ALA Member



