2024-2025 ALA Memorial #4
2025 ALA LLX Meeting

A RESOLUTION HONORING GARRETT CROWELL

Whereas the American Library Association (ALA), the Tennessee Library Association (TLA), and
the Rutherford County Library System (RCLS) are saddened by the loss of a wonderful and
charismatic innovator, colleague and friend: Garrett Crowell, who passed away on November 19,
2023;

Whereas Garrett Crowell was a consummate coach, taking great delight in helping others reach
their potential, learning new ways to share information and exploring technology as an
instrument for teaching and learning;

Whereas Garrett Crowell contributed to several RCLS departments, including their new
Bookmobile, for which he managed funding via the WestEnd grant in 2022;

Whereas Garrett Crowell faithfully served RCLS for 10 years as a Library Assistant, Assistant
Circulation Supervisor, Circulation Supervisor and Bookmobile Manager at most of RCLS’
branches, including Linebaugh Public Library, Myrtle Glanton Lord Memorial Library, and Smyrna
Public Library, and provided a role model for library staff to emulate;

Whereas Garrett Crowell was deeply involved in the Tennessee library systems, serving on the
TLA Sponsorship Committee, graduating with the 2023 class of PLMI, and became the Stones
River Regional Library TennShare Rep in 2023;

Whereas Garrett was a huge supporter of the Graphic Novel as legitimate reading material, a
member and contributor for the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund for 23 years, and he pioneered
Free Comic Book Day at RCLS in 2014, where it remains one of the most popular events in the
library system;

Whereas Garrett Crowell was an active supporter of Tennessee Library Association (TLA)
through his years of service as a member of the TLA Board of Directors and committee chair;

Whereas Garrett Crowell was a crusader for many charitable causes (Rutherford County One
Book, Read to Succeed, Major Minors Youth Chorus), and a champion of family and friends;

Whereas Garrett Crowell was known as a respected leader, teacher, encourager, mentor,
adviser and steady shoulder;

Whereas his legacy will carry on in the hearts and minds of the countless lives he touched, now,
therefore, be it



Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA)

(2) on behalf of its members, honors the legacy of Garrett, a member of the TNLA Board
of Directors and committee chair, whose devotion to libraries and public service at
Rutherford County Library Services and service to the community, which will be sorely
missed, and

(2) extends its sincerest condolences to his friends and colleagues in the Tennessee
Library Association and at the Rutherford County Library System and to his wife, Shae
Crowell, and their family.

Mover’s Name: Erika Long, Chapter Councilor
Seconder's Name: Anchalee (Joy) Panigabutra-Roberts, Councilor-at-Large
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