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Memorial Resolution Honoring Ellen R. Spring 

Whereas the Maine Association of School Libraries and Maine Library Association members and the 
broader Maine library community lost a passionate, committed, and valued member and colleague on 
October 2, 2024 with the peaceful passing of Ellen Spring;  
 
Whereas she was remembered as a steady and kind light who will be missed; 
 
Whereas Ellen Spring was a graduate of Rockland High School, earned her Bachelor of Arts in English at 
University of Maine Orono, and later attended University of Rhode Island where she earned a Master’s in 
Library Science; 
 
Whereas her love of literature and commitment to serving her community was shown through years 
working as a librarian at several local schools and for over 25 years she was the librarian in the Rockland 
School District; 
 
Whereas her passion led her to serve on the John Newbery Award Committee for the American Library 
Association and chaired the committee from 2021-2023, where she spent countless hours reviewing 
books for this prestigious award; 
 
Whereas Ellen could often be found pounding the pavement, running in over 20 marathons and too many 
road races to count when not engrossed in a good book or keeping a bustling library running; 
 
Whereas she shared her love of running with her students, running her last Boston Marathon in 2022 and 
coaching the Cross Country and Track and Field teams at Oceanside High School for many years; 
  
Whereas throughout her life Ellen exhibited quite a sense of adventure. She loved traveling for races, 
library conferences, and historic tours, often with her family and good friends at her side; 
  
Whereas she looked forward to family gatherings, fair season, and trips to the casino. You could see that 
family time was a top priority; and  
 
Whereas Ellen Spring’s professionalism, dedication, sense of adventure, color coordinated outfits and 
colorful Crocs, and love of literature, coaching, and libraries, enriched and inspired her coworkers, 
colleagues, family, and friends, now, therefore, be it  
 
Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members:  
 
1. recognizes the significant contributions of Ellen R. Spring over the course of her career and life and 
mourns her death; and  
 
2. extends its sincerest condolences to her colleagues, friends, and family. 
 
Mover: Jennifer Alvino Wood, Maine Library Association Councilor  
Seconder: Sara Kelly Johns, Councilor At Large 


