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Getting to Know the Library Research Round Table 

Are you passionate about exploring ideas, solving problems, and making a real impact within 
Library and Information Science? Whether you’re a college student curious about research, a 
young professional eager to connect with experts, or someone passionate about reshaping how 
information is shared and preserved, the Library Research Round Table (LRRT) is your gateway 
to a dynamic and innovative learning community.  

Mission 

The Library Research Round Table (LRRT) is dedicated to advancing library research and 
scholarship. Our mission is to support the extension and enhancement of library research by 
offering public programs that describe and evaluate library research projects. We aim to 
disseminate our findings and educate the American Library Association (ALA) members about 
trending research techniques.  

History 

Founded in 1968, LRRT has long been a hub for individuals passionate about library and 
information science research. From its inception, the group has worked to improve library 
research and provide a platform for sharing groundbreaking projects and findings. Over the 
decades, LRRT has evolved into a premier gathering place for those dedicated to librarianship 
and information science scholarship. 

Today, LRRT boasts a membership of approximately 650 individuals, ranging from students and 
practicing librarians to academic researchers. The Round Table continues to fulfill its mission by 
hosting numerous programs and initiatives, including: 

• Library Research Seminars: LRRT has sponsored eight Library Research Seminars, 
held every 2-3 years and hosted by various institutions. These events bring together 
professionals and scholars to share and discuss research (Learn more: Library Research 
Seminars). 

• Jesse H. Shera Awards: LRRT oversees the prestigious Jesse H. Shera Awards, which 
recognize notable contributions to library and information science research. These awards 
honor excellence in published research and dissertation research (Learn more: Jesse H. 
Shera Awards). 

• Webinars on Innovative Research: LRRT regularly hosts free webinars focused on 
innovative research methods and findings. These sessions are open to everyone and aim 
to broaden the accessibility and impact of library research (Learn more: LRRT 
Webinars). 

• Virtual Research Mentoring Program: This program pairs library students or 
practicing librarians with academic and practitioner researchers, fostering mentorship and 
collaboration in the field (Learn more: Virtual Research Mentoring Program). 

https://www.ala.org/lrrt/library-research-seminar
https://www.ala.org/lrrt/library-research-seminar
https://www.ala.org/lrrt/oversightgroups
https://www.ala.org/lrrt/oversightgroups
https://www.ala.org/lrrt/webinars
https://www.ala.org/lrrt/webinars
https://www.ala.org/lrrt/membershipprogram


 

 

Notable Leaders and Contributions 

LRRT has been led and supported by numerous distinguished professionals, including: 

• Dr. Lynn S. Connaway, OCLC Research 
• Dr. John Budd, Professor Emeritus at the University of Missouri and past President of 

ALISE 
• Alex H. Poole, Associate Professor at Drexel University 
• Rachel Ivy Clarke, Associate Professor at Syracuse iSchool 

These leaders, along with many others, have shaped LRRT’s impact and enriched the field of 
library and information science. 

Membership 

Joining LRRT is affordable and accessible, with a membership fee of just $15, a rate that has 
remained unchanged for many years. This low cost reflects our commitment to making research 
opportunities and resources available to a wide audience. Whether you are a student, a librarian, 
or an academic researcher, LRRT offers invaluable resources, connections, and opportunities to 
grow in the field of library and information science. Discover how you can become part of a 
LRRT that’s shaping tomorrow’s future of librarianship and information science – today! 

 

 

 


