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Statement of Professional Concerns: 

 
While libraries are unquestionably a cornerstone of our democratic society, they face a multitude 

of challenges intended to limit resources and services for all patrons. Today, the sustainability of 

our profession is tested where our goal is to act as catalysts and inspire future generations to 

reach solutions that are not only sensible but essential to sustaining life on this planet. 
 

In my role as a middle school librarian, I have witnessed the calculated attack on Intellectual 

Freedom and efforts to limit student access. With increased frequency, new policies and personal 

harassment have forced some librarians to leave the profession. We, school librarians, like our 

colleagues in Public, Academic, and specialty libraries, are galvanized and initially working on 

combating these threats. While we are striving to support our patrons and create new policies and 

laws to protect the individual’s Freedom to Read rights, ALA must continue to fight for all 

library workers and users.  

 

My previous experience serving on the Executive Board with the Washington Teachers Union 

Local 6 has provided me with unique experiences with fighting for the rights of others.  During 

the COVID-19 shut down, I worked with DCPS Library Corps to prevent the closure of positions 

of school librarians throughout the district.  This fight continued two years later when positions 

were threatened again and the Executive Board enlisted the support of parents, community 

stakeholders and City Council Members to ensure a full-time librarian was staffed in every 

DCPS school.  Recently, our Executive Board was able to ratify a five-year contract for E-15 -

teachers within the collective bargaining agreement.  Despite it taking one year to get this 

contract signed, I had the opportunity to work and learn valuable lessons from some amazing 

labor leaders.  Overall, this experience has provided me with the experience  and understanding 

the importance of advocating for all. 

    
Net neutrality is an ongoing concern, and must be enforced to ensure access for all users, and 

service must be equally available across the country. It's necessary to access resources for self-

expression, learning, communication, and political participation.  

 



School librarians are needed on the ALA Executive Board and in divisions, round tables and 

committees in ALA. We bring a unique lens to the profession and the work of the association. I 
am an advocate for all libraries and have successfully collaborated with colleagues who have 

represented our numerous areas of specialty.  As a school librarian, I am proud to serve in my role 

and ready to continue to fight for all libraries. 

 

 

Previous Positions:   

Lead Librarian, East St. Louis Public School System 

 Chicago Public Schools 

     Area Library Coordinator (areas 16, 17 and 18) 

     Librarian, Wendell Phillips Academy High School 

     Librarian, Ninos Heroes Academic  

     Librarian, Shoop Academy  

     Librarian, Copernicus Elementary  

 

Education:  

Governors State University 

  Masters of Arts in Education, Administration 

  Masters of Arts Education Communications, Media Communications 

Chicago State University 

  Master of Science in Library and Information Science 

Southern University and A&M College 

  Bachelors of Arts Liberal Studies – Broadcasting/Journalism 

 

Affiliation(s): 

American Association of School Librarians (AASL) 

Ethnic & Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table (EMIERT) 

Coretta Scott King Book Awards Round Table (CSKBART) 

Graphic Novels & Comics Round Table (GNCRT) 

Rainbow Round Table (RRT) 

 

ALA and/or ALA-APA activities: 

Chair, Ethnic & Multicultural Informational Exchange Round Table (EMIERT) 

ALA Council Committee on Committee  

ALA’s Center for the Future of Libraries Advisory Group 

AASL Digital Tools Committee 

ALA’s Newbery Selection Committee 

 

Officers held in state/regional library associations and other associations: 

District of Columbia Library Association 

   ALA Councilor 

   Advocacy Director 

District of Columbia Public Schools 

   Library Corps 

EveryLibrary Advisory Board 



Washington Teachers Union 

   Executive Board Officer - Member-at-Large  

   Equity Collaborative Committee 

 

Honors and/or Awards: 

Policy Leader of the Year, National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) 

2020 National School Librarian of the Year 

Library Journal ‘Mover and Shaker:  Change Agent’ 

Black Caucus of the American Library Association ‘Leadership Award’  

Recipient of the Chicago Public Schools VITAL and ReVital Technology Grants. 

Inducted in the Chicago Public Schools ‘Librarian Hall of Fame.’ 

Donors Choose Ambassador 

 

Major Accomplishments: 

Served on a committed to retain 132 school library positions within the District of Columbia 

Public School System 

School Library Journal 

    Cover Story:  Chicago Hope:  High School LIbrarian:  K.C. Boyd 

    Cover Story:  2020 National School Librarian of the Year 

Boss Librarian PD for School Librarians 

 

Publications: 

Advocacy: 2021 Style and Beyond. Knowledge Quest.  P. 21-26 

 

Number of Years as an ALA Member:  12 
 


