Ziba Pérez (she/her/ella)
Young Adult Librarian IlI
Los Angeles Public Library

East Valley Region, California

Type of Library: Public

Statement of Professional Concerns:

Leadership to me means stepping up and taking the lead. | am interested in this position because |
would like to step up for libraries around the nation and represent them at the American Library
Association in the Executive Committee. My personal leadership communication style is bold and
attentive. | would bring my strengths of creativity, enthusiasm and attention to detail to this position. |
joined the California Library Association (CLA) after attending my first CLA conference in my hometown
of Long Beach, California in 2013, just one year after graduating from the University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign with my MS in Library and Information Science.

During the last few years with CLA, I've been most active on the Board of Directors as the ALA Chapter
Councilor. I am now also on the board of the Young Adult Library Services Association and on the
executive committee of REFORMA. REFORMA actively seeks to promote the recruitment of more
bilingual and bicultural library professionals and support staff. Equity, diversity and inclusion particularly
inform my work. These issues come to mind in all aspects of libraries but especially with the ongoing
issue of the freedom to read challenged books. School libraries, public libraries and even academic
libraries throughout our nation deal with difficult challenges to materials held within their institution.
Young adults and children need to be allowed access to diverse materials in libraries because reading
about differences and other points of view from our own helps us understand and learn to be
empathetic.

One particular leader that interests me is Dolores Huerta. | admire the activism Dolores Huerta has done
and continues to do for civil rights and labor. This is why | have served on the executive board of our
library’s union for over three years. Libraries need to be in communication regionally and statewide with
stakeholders of all types everywhere as much as possible. Library advocacy is a daily task with friends
and family members. We all need to do our part and help local politicians understand the value libraries
offer our state and our nation every day.

Previous Positions:

Young Adult Librarian Il, Los Angeles Public Library, Western Region, California 2017-2024
Senior Librarian, Long Beach Public Library, Long Beach, California, 2015-2017

Adult Librarian, Orange County Public Libraries, Costa Mesa, California, 2013-2015
Library Assistant, University of California Irvine Libraries, Irvine, California, 2006-2013

Education:
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, School of Information Sciences, Masters of Science in Library
and Information Science, 2012.



University of California Irvine, Bachelor of Arts in Film & Media Studies, Minor in Chicano Latino Studies
2010.
University of California Irvine, Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences, 2005.

Affiliations:
Rainbow Round Table (RRT), REFORMA, YALSA (Young Adult Library Services Association), Zine Pavilion

ALA Activities:

2024-Present, YALSA Board of Director

2024-Present, REFORMA Member-At-large Representative
2024-Present, RRT Stonewall Book Awards - Barbara Gittings Literature Award Committee
2023-Present, ALA Planning and Budget Assembly Committee
2023-Present, REFORMA International Relations Committee
2024 ALA San Diego Zine Pavilion Organizing Committee
2023-2024, ALA Election Committee Chair

2023 ALA Chicago Zine Pavilion Organizing Committee
2022-2024, YALSA Liaison

2022-2023, ALA Election Committee

2022-2023, ALA Conference Committee

2022 ALA DC Zine Pavilion Organizing Committee

2019 ALA DC Zine Pavilion Organizing Committee

2018 ALA New Orleans Zine Pavilion Organizing Committee
2015 ALA San Francisco Zine Pavilion Volunteer

Offices Held in State Library Association:

2022-Present, California Library Association, ALA Chapter Councilor / CLA Executive Board
2022-Present, CLA Scholarship for Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC) Students in Memory of
Edna Yelland Committee

2024-Present, CLA Graphic Novels & Comics IG Zine Chair

2024 CLA Conference Night Track Co-Chair

2021-2022 CLA, John and Patricia Beatty Award Committee Co-Chair

2020-2021 CLA, John and Patricia Beatty Award Committee

2018-2020 CLA, Latino Services Interest Group Co-Chair

Awards:
2012 C. Berger Group Entrepreneurial Promise Award

Major Accomplishments:
2016 The Knight Foundation & 880 Cities Emerging City Champion Fellow
2012 Midwest Book & Manuscript Studies Apprentice Spotlight

Publications:
Ziba Pérez, Chapter 10: Circulating Zines. Zines in Libraries : Selecting, Purchasing, and Processing. Edited
by Lauren DeVoe and Sara Duff, ALA Editions, 2022. Pages 119-126.

Number of Years as an ALA Member: 7


https://alastore.ala.org/zines
https://www.zinelibraries.info/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Zines_ch10.pdf

