Caroline Akervik (she/her)

Library Media Coordinator

Eau Claire Area School District
Eau Claire School District Office
500 Main Street

. Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701-3770

~ Type of Library: School
Contact Telephone Number: (715) 579-6031
Statement of Professional Concerns:

As a school librarian, I am deeply committed to advancing equitable access, fostering
information literacy, promoting a love of reading, and championing the critical role of all
libraries in our complex and interconnected world.

Recent years have presented unprecedented challenges for school and public libraries. The global
pandemic reshaped education, forcing us to adapt to remote and hybrid learning environments
while striving to maintain access to resources and services. Simultaneously, libraries have faced
increasing scrutiny, with growing challenges to materials, programs, and professional autonomy.
These experiences have underscored for me the critical importance of defending intellectual
freedom and upholding the principles of the First Amendment.

Libraries must remain safe spaces for exploration, diversity, and the free exchange of ideas. Our
mission to connect our patrons with information requires that we protect the rights of all
individuals to access diverse viewpoints and stories, ensuring that all feel safe, welcomed,
included, and represented.

The challenges of misinformation and disinformation have highlighted the urgent need to teach
critical thinking, ethical use of intellectual property, and digital citizenship. School and public
librarians are uniquely positioned to help people navigate these complexities, empowering them
to make informed decisions and engage in a global society.

As a member of the ALA Executive Board, | will advocate for policies and initiatives that
protect intellectual freedom, promote equitable access, and support the essential role of libraries
and librarians in fostering informed, engaged, and empowered learners and citizens.

Together, we can ensure that libraries continue to be cornerstones of democracy, education, and
opportunity. Thank you for your consideration of my candidacy.



Positions:

Library Media Coordinator, Eau Claire Area School District, Eau Claire Wisconsin, June 2019-
present

Media and Technology Integration Specialist, Lakeshore and Robbins Elementary Schools, Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, 2009-2019

Professional Dressage Rider and Horse Trainer, 1993-2007

Education:

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, W1 DPI Library Media Specialist Professional 902 License
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, WI DP1 300 English Teaching License for Early Adolescence
to Adolescence

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, MA in English

Bryn Mawr College, BA in Biology

ALA Activities:

ALA NMRT Communications Committee Member 2023
ADL Lesson Plan Working Group Fall 2024
American Library Association Councilor at Large, 2025-27

Affiliations:

NMRT Member, 2023-2024

SUSTRT, Sustainability Round Table, 2023-24
AASL Member

IFRT Member

AASL_ESLS — Educators of School Librarians
AASL_SVPS Supervisors

LIRT Library Instruction Round Table

Number of Years as an ALA Member: 4

State-level Organization Involvement:

WEMTA President, March 2025-26

WEMTA Vice President 2024-25, Conference, Executive, Legislative Committees
WEMTA President Elect 2023, Conference, Governance, Executive Committee, Election
Committees

WEMTA Board Member 2021-2023, Professional Development Chair and Legislative
Committee Member



WLA member, 2024-Present
Served two years on the Wisconsin Department of Instruction Library Planning Team, 2020-22
Served on Read On Wisconsin Committee (K-2), 2015-17

Publications:

Published books:
e My Dancing Horse, to be released July 2025.
My Golden Horse, Fire and Ice Young Adult Books, August 2022.
Christmas Comeback (To Me) Satin Romance, Mélange Books, October 2020.
Summer Snow, Fire and Ice Young Adult Books, 2018.
Halcyon, Fire and Ice Press, 2017.
Calvin the Cookie Maker, Wee Creek Press, 2014,
White Pine: My Year as Lumberjack and River Rat, Mélange Books, 2014
A Horse Named Viking. Mélange Books, 2012.

Romance Novels (under pen name Isabelle Kane):
e Eagle River, Mélange Press, 2016.
e One Last Farewell. Midnight Showcase, Mélange Press 2007.
e Calypso’s Secrets. Whiskey Creek Press, 2005. Satin Romance 2016.

Articles:
“Renewing Respect for the Rivers.” Volume One, June 2022.
“Smoker Journals.” Bryn Mawr College Alumnae Bulletin, Winter 2019.
“I Dream of Japanese Toilets.” Volume One, October 2018.
“Function Over Fashion.” Volume One, October 2017.
“What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You Sweatier.” Volume One, October 2017.
“Swing Sets and Campers.” Chippewa Valley Family, September 2017.
“Market Madness.” Chicken Soup for the Mother of Preschoolers’ Soul. 2006.
“The Viniman.” The Village Family. Aug./Sept. 2004. p.13.



