












Gretchen Zaitzeff
Utah School Library Association

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wRdvv3s9o-6MVgumxNDohioJBNiy0Wud/preview


● Jessica Felker at Mid-Carolina High School 
and Laura Bouknight at Newberry High 
School have been selected as the 
Distinguished Literacy Teacher at their 
respective schools.

● SCASL volunteers have begun working on 
the creation of a lesson plan database for our 
members to both contribute to and to utilize 
as we continue to emphasize the vital 
instructional role of the school librarian.

● SCASL is offering the New Professional Award 
and the BIPOC Scholarship Award, new to our 
professional awards program!

● Over 300 SCASL members attended our Fall 
Workshops!



Immediate Past President 
Tamara Cox is the recipient of 
the SC Library Association’s 
2024 Intellectual Freedom 

Award.



Intellectual Freedom chair Cassie 
Owens Moore received the 2025 
Travelers Award for Teaching 
Excellence from the NEA. 

She also received a $750 donation 
from the City of Seneca for Seneca 
Middle School's library initiatives and 
celebration.



There have been several 
screenings across the state of SC 
of the new documentary Banned 

Together, featuring 3 student 
activists in DAYLO and their 

journeys to fight against censorship 
in SC.



Karen Gareis in Beaufort, SC, did a lesson about the Danger of a Single Story, 
building on the Ted Talk by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, tying in the state of 
banned and challenged books across our county and the state with Reg 43-170, 
and in preparation for their next class read, Frankenstein.



● Calvert County High School, Calvert County- Past 
President, Donna Mignardi

○ Collaboratively partnered with classrooms to initiate book clubs that 
increased the number of checkouts to over 900 during the first month of 
school.

○ The “Amazing Race”, library orientation for 9th grade was successful!
● Chopticon High School, St. Mary’s County- Elect, 

Amanda O’Neill
○ Makerspace- Students and staff enjoyed making crafts and being 

creative.
○ Collaboration & Partnership with the Public Library- In house 

programming during the day for students.



● Stephen Decatur High School, Worcester County- Treasurer, Brittany 
Tignor

○ Observable increase in students in the library as a result of collaborative efforts with the staff.
○ Community Partnerships with local businesses and public librarians to introduce and offer 

services and careers.
● KIPP, Baltimore City-Membership Co-Chair, Theresa Bruce

○ Two newly constructed library spaces which was sponsored by a 5 million dollar capital 
campaign.

■ Elementary and Middle School
■ Each equipped with a Makerspace
■ Battle of the Books and One Book Baltimore
■ Vex Robotics
■ Hydroponics and Eco-Warriors



Conference Highlights:

● Keynote Speaker: Nikki Giovanni

● Virtual Discussion: Justice Sotomayor

● School Librarian of the Year 
Presentation- Kathryn Berling- Carroll 
County Public Schools

● Over 20 Noteworthy Sessions
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