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From The Chair
Iris Taylor

Library of Congress

I hope that you all are staying safe and healthy during this pandemic. This 
year is particularly special. While we face myriad personal challenges during 
this pandemic, and fight for justice and equality, we celebrate change. There 
is a lot of uncertainty in the World today! In addition, there are changes 
occurring at the ALA organization level that impact MAGIRT. 

It is unbelievable how time flies since I have been serving as your Chair! 
Let us welcome Sierra Laddusaw, our incoming chair who is well versed 
on the possible upcoming changes that were delivered in ALA’s “Forward 
Together: Recommendation for a Reimagined ALA” and the forth coming 
virtual meeting/roundtable merger webinar, Should GODORT and MAGIRT 
Merge? (June 10, 2020)

I am looking forward to all the future possibilities for MAGIRT. 
I especially appreciate the hours of thought and preparation that have gone into the servitude of 

our committee chairs and executive board members this year. Very special thanks to the following 
members: 

•	 Megan Rush (OPOC Committee) for transferring documents from our LibGuide to ALAIR
•	 Craig Haggit, our co-webmaster, for assisting Colleen Cahill in maintaining our website
•	 Kevin Dyke (Education Committee co-chair) for coordinating with Julie Sweetkind-Singer 

(member, WAML Education Committee) to deliver MAGIRT/WAML’s first webinar of the 
year Census 2020-Modernizing the Census Taking Process with presenter Deirdre Dalpiaz 
Bishop, Chief of the Geography Division of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Very well attended! 
We all are looking forward to attending more webinars from the Education Committee.

Let us also welcome Min Zhang as our incoming Vice Chair, Elect and Kevin Dyke, Assistant 
Treasurer to the MAGIRT Executive Board. I am thrilled to be able to work closely with each of them 
in the coming months. In addition, I am grateful to both for taking on the responsibilities of these 
leadership positions. Their office starts July 1, 2020, following ALA’s Virtual Annual Conference. 
I would like to extend many thanks to Tammy Wong, Past Chair and Marguerite Ragnow, Ph.D., 
MAGIRT’s Treasurer for their dedication and contributions to our organization. I also would like to 
extend a special welcome to our new MAGIRT members. 

Lastly, welcome to MAGIRT’s first ever Virtual Annual 2020 Meeting being held on June 27 and 
29, 2020! As a reminder, held on Saturday, June 27 at 4:00 pm (CT) is the Virtual Honors Award 
Celebration. Thank you, Sierra for arranging this special event. In addition, the Membership/
Executive Board Meeting will be held on Monday, June 29 at 3:00 pm (CT). We look forward to 
seeing you at all of our virtual meetings! The Virtual Annual 2020 Meeting schedule with Zoom link 
can be found on page 6 and 7 of this issue.

You may also register for the ALA Virtual: Community through Connections Event, which is taking 
the place of our ALA annual conference this year at https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/registration/
register-now

I have been extremely honored to have served as MAGIRT’s Chair for 2019-2020, and look 
forward to this upcoming year serving in the position of Past Chair. Thank you all for your kindness 
and your support! 

Be well and stay safe! 

http://www.ala.org/rt/magirt-virtual-annual-2020-meetng-schedule
https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/registration/register-now
https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/registration/register-now
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On The Cataloging/Cataloguing Front
Tammy Wong

Library of Congress

Library of Congress Subject Headings: Online Training
Two new modules added
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/lcsh/

This online training on Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) is being developed 
primarily to meet internal training needs of the Library of Congress, but it is being made 
freely available online as a service to the library community. The target audience is anyone 
who wish to learn more about or refresh their skills in subject analysis and LCSH.  

The instructors are Janis L. Young, MA, MSLS, a senior cataloging policy specialist in the 
Policy, Training, and Cooperative Programs Division of the Library of Congress, and Daniel 
N. Joudrey, MLIS, Ph. D., an associate professor at the School of Library and Information 
Science at Simmons College in Boston, Massachusetts.

This course is divided into units, each of which consists of two or more individual 
modules. Two more units have been added recently to the training. They are Unit 7 Putting 
It Together and Unit 8 MARC Format. Additional modules covering classification and 
shelflisting will be released in June 2020. 

Unit 7 covers the general principles of evaluation of a heading for correctness. One will 
need to determine whether the main heading is valid, that it is established in LCSH or Name 
Authority File (NAF), or one of the main headings that can be created on a free-floating 
basis. One need to determine whether the topical and form subdivisions assigned can 
be used with a particular heading, and with other subdivisions that were assigned, and 
whether they are in the correct order. One also need to determine whether the heading can 
be subdivided chronologically. Lastly, whether a geographic subdivision can be used. To 
do that, one need to search LCSH and the list of LCSH free-floating subdivisions and follow 
any instruction there. And search the NAF for any jurisdictions that are in the heading as 
well. Do not forget to search the Subject Heading Manual (SHM) too. Other principles cover 
include the general order of operations, which is to search the main heading first, and then 
the topical, chronological, and form subdivisions. Check the geographic subdivision for both 
format and placement. 

Unit 8 focus on the MARC coding that relates specially to subject cataloging. 

The entire course starts with a unit called Foundations, which explains the principles 
of subject cataloging and the purpose of controlled vocabularies, and what a controlled 

https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/lcsh/
http://www.simmons.edu/academics/schools/school-of-library-and-information-science
http://www.simmons.edu/academics/schools/school-of-library-and-information-science
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vocabulary is. It also gives a general introduction to the history and contents of LCSH. 
Successive modules provide instructions on the structure of LCSH, SHM, and the practice of 
subject analysis and subject heading assignment. 

Although it is recommended to work through this training to complete all the modules, 
librarians with previous experience may pick and choose among modules in order to 
refresh their skills.

In order to complete the training modules, one need to access to LCSH. There are several 
methods for doing that. The preferred method is Classification Web, which is a subscription-
based service for the vocabularies. There are also free methods of access. They are the LC’s 
Authority website (http://authorities.loc.gov), the LC’s Linked Data Service (http://id.loc.
gov), and also the free PDFs of LCSH (http://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/
freelcsh.html), which are available on the LC’s website. 

One also need to access the SHM. The preferred method of access is through Cataloger’s 
Desktop, which is a fee-based subscription service for documentation. One may also access 
the SHM through PDFs (http://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeSHM/freeshm.html), 
which are available for free on the LC’s website. 

There is a detailed description of the Geographic Headings: Online Training (Module 4.9-
4.12) found in base line vol. 39 issue no. 1 http://www.ala.org/rt/files/publicationsab/
baseline/BL39-1.pdf 

Webinar Series

Starting in May of 2020, members of MAGIRT and the Western Association of 
Map Libraries (WAML) collaboratively started a regular webinar series, dubbed 
“Well, isn’t that spatial?” The webinars cover a broad array of topics, all hopefully 
of interest to map and geospatial information professionals. Typically, webinars 
consist of an approximately 30-minute talk with an additional 15 minutes for 
questions and answers. If you would like to propose a webinar (or know someone 
who would be a perfect presenter), please get in touch. 
Kevin Dyke kdyke@okstate.edu

Previous webinars

• Illinois Census 2020: Map The Count

• Census 2020 - Modernizing the Census Taking Process
View the webinar on the MAGIRT website. http://www.ala.org/rt/webinars 

http://authorities.loc.gov
http://id.loc.gov
http://id.loc.gov
http://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/freelcsh.html
http://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/freelcsh.html
http://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeSHM/freeshm.html
http://www.ala.org/rt/files/publicationsab/baseline/BL39-1.pdf  
http://www.ala.org/rt/files/publicationsab/baseline/BL39-1.pdf  
mailto:kdyke%40okstate.edu?subject=
http://www.ala.org/rt/webinars
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MAGIRT VIRTUAL ANNUAL 2020 
MEETING

June 27 & 29, 2020

HOW TO ATTEND
All MAGIRT Virtual Annual 2020 meetings will be conducted via Zoom.

To attend any meeting, click on the following link: 

https://ala-events.zoom.us/j/92603293669?pwd=emEzcWpFVXRESVRTcGV3Uk5lVXZJdz09                               

Meeting ID: 926 0329 3669

To join by telephone instead of computer audio, dial the number closest to your location:

Meeting ID: 926 0329 3669
Password: MAGIRT

Dial by your location
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

https://ala-events.zoom.us/j/92603293669?pwd=emEzcWpFVXRESVRTcGV3Uk5lVXZJdz09
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MAGIRT VIRTUAL ANNUAL 2020 
MEETING SCHEDULE

June 27 & 29, 2020

Meeting agendas will be available by mid-June 2020

Saturday, June 27th  ALL TIMES LISTED ARE CENTRAL STANDARD TIME
Time Meeting Contact
11:30 - 12:30 AM Membership and Marketing 

Committee
Maggie M. Long
E-mail: mlong01@wesleyan.edu

1:00 - 2:00 PM Geographic Technologies 
(GeoTech) Committee & 
Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) Discussion Group 

Wangyal Shawa
E-mail: shawatw@Princeton.edu 
Joy Suh
Email: hsuh1@gmu.edu

2:30 - 3:30 PM Map Collection Management 
Interest Group

Craig Haggit
khaggit@denverlibrary.org

4:00 - 5:00 PM Virtual Honors Awards Celebration Sierra Laddusaw
Email: sladdusaw@library.tamu.edu

Monday, June 29th  ALL TIMES LISTED ARE CENTRAL STANDARD TIME
Time Meeting Contact
10:30 - 11:30 AM Education Committee Kevin Dyke

Email: kdyke@okstate.edu
Eric Johnson
Email: johnsoeo@miamioh.edu

12:00 - 1:00 PM Cataloging of Cartographic 
Resources Interest Group

Maggie Long
Email: mlong01@wesleyan.edu

1:30 - 2:30 PM Cataloging and Classification 
Committee

Tim Kiser
E-mail: tkiser@msu.edu

3:00 - 4:30 PM Membership/Exec I & II Iris Taylor
Email: itaylor@loc.gov

For further information on the MAGIRT Virtual Midwinter 2020 meeting schedule contact MAGIRT
Chair Iris Taylor (itaylor@loc.gov).

For further information about MAGIRT, visit our website:
www.ala.org/rt/magirt

mailto:itaylor%40loc.gov?subject=MAGIRT%202020%20Conference
http://www.ala.org/rt/magirt
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Registration will close on Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 12 p.m. Central. 

Registration is NOW OPEN! 
We have Good News! Thanks to the generous support from ALA Virtual Sponsors

EBSCO   .   Gale, a Cengage company   .   Ingram   .   OverDrive

OCLC   .   SpringerNature

ALA Members* can register for ALA Virtual - Community Through Connection

for a discounted rate of   

$60!

And, if you’ve recently been furloughed or laid off or are experiencing a reduction of 
paid work hours, we invite you to join us for no cost at all.

Be sure to visit the ALA Virtual website for a full listing of educational program 
offerings, featured speakers, live chat opportunities, and exhibitor showcase offerings. 

http://ala.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT05MzI2NjEzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMDczNjYzMjQmbGk9NzY4NDkzNTA/index.html
https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/registration/register-now
https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/registration/register-now
https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/faqs
http://ala.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT05MzI2NjEzJnA9MSZ1PTEwMDczNjYzMjQmbGk9NzY4NDkzNTA/index.html
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Notes from MAGIRT Executive Board Meeting
April 21, 2020 via Zoom

Background: This informal meeting was called to clarify ALA’s options for reimbursement 
of registration fees for the cancelled annual conference, discuss ideas for moving forward 
without being able to meet in person at the 2020 annual conference, update proposed 
education-related activities, and hear results of a survey on the future of ALA Midwinter 
meetings and MAGIRT communications options. Most of the Executive Board members 
were present.

Chair Iris Taylor called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.

Virtual ALA Conference
Iris shared information from ALA’s recently-communicated options regarding what 
individuals are able to do with their registration fee paid for the 2020 annual conference. 
The three primary options given are (1) request a full refund, (2) apply your registration 
to a combined package of attending a 2020 ALA Virtual Conference in June and the 
2021 Midwinter Meeting, or (3) apply them to the registration fee for the 2021 annual 
conference in Chicago (one may also donate the money to ALA as a charitable gift). The 
choice is up to each member but Iris wanted to make sure that everyone understood 
the difference between the Association holding its own virtual conference in lieu of an 
in-person conference (which we can attend if we wish) and a proposed MAGIRT virtual 
conference. ALA sent an email to registered attendees of the 2020 Annual Conference 
with the above options, you have until May 29 to submit your choice to ALA.

Virtual MAGIRT Conference
Iris proposed that we use the cancelled annual conference as an opportunity to move 
MAGIRT forward to embrace working more in a virtual environment, and one way to do 
that is to hold our own virtual conference. She suggested that we follow GODORT’s very 
successful model that they employed for the 2020 Midwinter Meeting (at which they only 
held 3 meetings at the conference, all other meetings and programs were done virtually 
on dates before and after the Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia) and use it as a template. 
All were in favor of working on organizing, constructing and delivering a MAGIRT Virtual 
Conference. It was suggested that it be held soon after the ALA Virtual Conference so that 
any proposals, decisions or other important information coming from that conference can 
be incorporated into our own activities.
An overall aim is to conduct most of the usual committee, discussion group, and/or 
interest group meetings that would normally be done in person plus separate MAGIRT 
social and Honors Award activities. Sierra shared some ideas for social events with 
the group, including a possible online “happy hour” with games and just the ability to 
converse with each other. The formal MAGIRT Program panel would not be held but 
instead incorporated into a series of education-based presentations in the following 
months.

Having bi-weekly and/or monthly presentations/seminars/webinars
There was discussion about putting strong effort into bringing our educational activities 
back up to speed. Ideas for educational offerings included sessions highlighting the 
different committees and discussion/interest groups including what their roles and 
activities are, getting members and non-member experts to share their knowledge and 
expertise in such areas as cataloging/metadata standards, GIS, geospatial visualization, 
etc. A ready-made set of webinars or seminars could come from what would have been 
the MAGIRT Program at the 2020 annual conference. Iris will be meeting with the co-



base line 41 (3): 10

chairs of the Education Committee the next day to discuss in more detail and report out 
further suggestions soon thereafter.

Results of MAGIRT Survey
Sierra carried out a multi-part MAGIRT members survey during the month of March and 
proceeded to share results of the questions as well as her own list of recommendations 
for making improvements based on those results. See the Addendum below for details. 
Members of the Executive Board will use this information to make decisions regarding the 
needs of the round table going forward.

Recorded by Paige Andrew
Secretary, MAGIRT

ADDENDUM
Report of MAGIRT Membership Survey conducted in March 2020

3/27/2020 - Sierra Laddusaw

Survey participants were asked how they would prefer future ALA MidWinter meetings to 
be conducted.

Online 24
Mostly Online/some in person 10
Some online/mostly in person 4
In person only 1

Survey participants were also given the opportunity to provide feedback on how to improve 
future MidWinter meetings, a general analysis of the responses follow:

•	Hold virtually
o Multiple comments on the cost of attendance preventing participation
o Recommendation to hold virtual meeting the week before or after main 

ALA MidWinter so that who need to attend in MidWinter in person can 
participate in both

o Seek input from MAGIRT members on timing, method, and agenda of 
potential virtual meetings

•	 Increased communication in advance of meeting
•	 Increased focus on geospatial and digital maps
•	Hold training sessions on map-related issues

o Open these broadly for those that only have map responsibilities as a small 
part of their position

•	Regional, in-person meetings
•	Have a program session
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Survey participants were asked how they prefer to receive communication about MAGIRT. 
One member suggested holding periodic MAGIRT Zoom meetings with the larger 
membership.

Listserv 31
ALA Connect 6
Both 2

Survey participants were asked if they would you support a merger with GODORT.

YES 34
NO 5

Survey participants were also given the opportunity to provide feedback on a potential 
merger.

•	The main concerns about a merger that were given are the loss of identity as 
a specialized organization, potential loss of Baseline, and the management of 
MAGIRT funds.

•	The main positives that were given are that a potential merger allows for the future 
existence of MAGIRT in some capacity and the commonality seen between MAGIRT 
and GODORT.

•	Members expressed the desire to see a continuation of geospatial focused work/
committees if a merger takes place.

•	Members expressed the desire to grow membership and increase outreach to 
professionals in the field who are currently not members of MAGIRT.

•	Members expressed the need for more information before holding a yes/no vote on 
merging.

Recommendations (from Sierra)

•	Hold a virtual meeting of the membership with a presentation on the potential 
merger, begin with a presentation but devote most of the time to a Q&A session.

o Why is this proposed?
o What are the benefits?
o What happens if we do not merge?
o Are their alternatives?
o Be upfront that we do not have all the answers but that we will take 

questions and try to find answers.

•	Propose to the Executive Committee that future MidWinter sessions are held 
virtually.

o If the committee agrees does this go to the members for a vote?

•	Continue to use the Listserv to communicate while also transitioning to 
Connect since ALA is pushing Connect.

o Post on Connect but share the link to it on the listserv?
o Hold a virtual meeting with members to introduce connect
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MAGIRT Executive Board/Membership Meeting
Minutes of May 20, 2020

Time:  3:00-4:00 PM (ET)

Location: Virtual (Zoom Meeting)

Attendees: 38 attendees including officers and committee, interest group, and discussion group 
chairs

1. Call to order
Iris called the meeting to order at 2 p.m.

2. Call for changes to Agenda (Iris)
Iris noted that we will move Old Business items, the discussion topics, to the end of the 
meeting to provide ample time for all to participate. 

3. Secretary--Minutes from Tuesday April 21, 2020 (Paige)
Paige completed meeting notes for this informal meeting about the ALA Virtual Summer 
Meeting, the proposed MAGIRT Virtual Meeting, and survey results regarding whether 
to merge with GODORT and sent to the membership as well as to the base line editor for 
publication.

4. Officer Reports
a. Chair (Iris)

i. Update for 2020 ALA Annual Virtual Program
Registration for ALA’s Virtual Conference “Community Through Connection” is 
open. Cost to attend is $60. Conference is scheduled for June 24-26 and a full 
schedule is available here: https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/

ii. Update for 2020 MAGIRT Virtual Conference, schedule adjustments
Iris shared a complete schedule of meetings and events through screen share for 
our own virtual conference, to be held on two days, June 27th and June 29th. This 
will be sent out to everyone by email and published in the forthcoming issue of 
base line. Contact Iris or Sierra if you need to have them make changes to the 
existing schedule.

b. Vice Chair (Sierra)
Plans for 2020 MAGIRT Virtual Conference social gathering and Honors Award
The virtual social hour and Honors Award presentation will be held on Saturday, June 
27th from 4-5 p.m. (minus the food of course, bring your own!). She is finalizing some 
kind of fun event for everyone. A Zoom link to this event will be sent out to everyone 
in the near future. 

https://2020.alavirtualevent.org/
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c. Secretary (Paige)
No report.

d. Webmaster (Colleen; Assistant webmaster Craig)
Craig reported that he recently gained permissions to do editing work on the website 
and can begin working to make any kind of updates/changes for anyone. He was 
asked if he would post the MAGIRT Virtual Meeting schedule up and he will.

e. Treasurer (Marguerite/Pete)—Finance Report
We have a healthy financial balance of over $57,000 currently. Marguerite sent our 
approved budget to ALA but there has been no reply to date.

f. Past Chair (Tammy)
i. Honors Award

The Nominations & Awards Committee received multiple award nominations. The 
Chair Trio met virtually and discussed the nominations and unanimously voted for 
an award winner.
I am in the process of ordering an award trophy for our award winner. Since we 
will not be meeting in person this year, we will send the trophy and a cash award 
check directly to the winner. The winner will be announced virtually and in various 
ways – official ALA news announcement, MAGIRT website, MAGIRT Connect, and 
baseline.

ii. Elections Results
As published in the April 2020 issue of the base line newsletter our incoming 
officers are:

Chair-Elect = Min Zhang
Assistant Treasurer/Treasurer-Elect = Kevin Dyke

Congratulations to both! 

iii. ALA Connect 
Since our last Executive Board meeting, I discovered that some of the MAGIRT 
sub-group membership pages are not current, the problem has been resolved. I 
have reached out to David Sheffieck (ALA Community Engagement Manager) and 
Danielle, they have to sync and update the membership database individually 
since the membership in those groups are not actually controlled by their main 
database.
During our last Executive Board meeting, we received an inquiry from a member 
that he has not been receiving our MAGIRT listserv emails. If you are a MAGIRT 
member but have not been receiving our emails, you can subscribe to our list by 
logging into the ALA Electronic Discussion Lists site: https://lists.ala.org/sympa. 
Members can log in to the website and find out what list(s) they are currently 
subscribed to.

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flists.ala.org%2Fsympa&data=02%7C01%7Cpga2%40psu.edu%7C8b7a24e6bd3e4902106008d7fd8bdc51%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637256649745565591&sdata=P4pWRac2g1UxVCC6m%2F9JtcI7Tl3MbdueZAsguHW4Rz0%3D&reserved=0
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There was a question about the possibility of MAGIRT members receiving training 
from ALA. Tammy will reach out to David Sheffieck to arrange for some kind of 
training from him.

5. Committee/Discussion Group/Interest Group Reports

a. Bylaws & Governing Documents/Nominations & Awards Committee (Tammy)
Sierra is our representative for the task of Bylaws Standardization work. 
Representatives from individual round tables will work in small groups of 4 to review 
their bylaws. Small groups will identify: Where are our bylaws similar and could be 
standardized? Where are they distinctive/unique and cannot be standardized? Small 
groups should complete their initial reviews by May 31. Each small group, in turn, 
will appoint a representative. The representatives will then meet in June to discuss 
the identified commonalities and differences. The end goal: identify the elements of 
common round table bylaws -- and the limits of any such common bylaws.
Sierra provided a bit more detail on trying to standardize to one set of bylaws. She 
reports that in general everyone’s bylaws are very similar in content and scope, 
such as doing annual elections via email, and so the work of this group should not 
be difficult to complete. Perhaps the stickiest area to work through is the variety 
of financial levels related to dues and working to find consensus on a single dollar 
amount that all RTs will approve.

b. Cataloging & Classification Committee (Tim)
CCC’s two task groups (on determining what is core for descriptions of geospatial 
datasets; and on 3R Task Force and MAGIRT’s “best practices” cataloging document) 
are continuing their work. In early June he will solicit reports for the CCC virtual 
meeting to be held on June 29th.

c. Education Committee (Kevin/Eric)
Kevin reported on last week’s very successful webinar on the topic of the 2020 
Census, co-sponsored by MAGIRT and WAML. There were 75 attendees, the 
presentation was very informative and well presented. He has sent Dierdre a thank 
you card and next will work with Craig and others to share the presentation link on 
our website, via our membership email list, via MAPS-L and WAML-L, etc. Maggie 
suggested also posting via our Facebook page, Twitter, etc. John Olson asked if a brief 
write-up could be done so it can be published in the next issue of base line, Kevin 
agreed to do this also. 
A question was asked about the status of the next MAGIRT/WAML joint webinar. 
Kevin noted that Julie Sweetkind-Singer recently tried to re-connect with the 
presenters and he is waiting to hear from her as to the status of that project. As soon 
as details are known they will be announced broadly.
Kevin also asked for volunteers to conduct a webinar on any topic of educational 
interest to this group so that the Education Committee can continue a regular agenda 
of workshops or similar moving forward.
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d. GeoTech Committee (Wangyal)
No report.

e. Membership and Marketing Committee (Maggie)
Maggie reported that currently we have 267 MAGIRT members, up from 261 this time 
one year ago. The membership numbers are from the February 2020 monthly stats 
report (provided in March 2020). This is the latest report I have received from ALA 
office:

Personal       240
Organizational    25
Corporate       2      

Total of       267

She is following up with the ALA office to get a more up-to-date number.

f. Online Presence & Oversight Committee (Megan)
No report.

g. Publications Committee (Abbey)
No report.

h. Cataloging of Cartographic Resources Interest Group (Maggie)
No report.

i. Map Collection Management Discussion Group (Craig)
This discussion group will meet during the upcoming MAGIRT Virtual Conference on 
Saturday the 27th at 2:30 p.m. There will be a presentation by members of the Online 
Guide to U.S. Map Collections task force sharing the status of their work. Soon he will 
be asking for any other agenda topics for this meeting.

j. MAGIRT/GODORT (GIS) Discussion Group (Joy/Wangyal)
No report.

6. Old Business (DISCUSSION)

A. Map Scanning Registry Project (Chris Kollen)
The Map Scanning Registry has been available since 2006 and at about the same 
time, WAML developed the Scanning Projects Clearinghouse. MAGIRT and WAML 
coordinated what data we would be collecting so the registry and clearinghouse 
could be combined in the future. That happened in 2012 when WAML contacted 
MAGIRT about adding their data from the Clearinghouse into the Registry.
We have some usage statistics (although a bit limited). From Feb. 2010-June 2010, 
webalizer recorded 121 users. We added Google Analytics in 2019 and from Feb. 
2019-June 2019 there were 104 users (fairly similar). But then for the past 10 
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months, there have only been 107 users. In addition, the University of Arizona 
Libraries’ IT Department, who maintains the website, is concerned that there are 
security issues with the version of the database and the web software we’re using. 
They would like to either shut down the website or if the content is still needed, move 
the content to a static website.
I distributed a survey in 2019 to find out who uses/or has used the registry and if 
people think it should be continued. There were only 27 people that responded. 
Responses to the question on whether or not the registry should continue indicated 
that 15/22 people thought either they weren’t sure or that it was no longer needed. I 
also made a presentation at the WAML Annual meeting in September 2019 to gather 
information from WAML, the overall consensus was that it was no longer needed. 
One comment was that they’ve noticed that quite a few of the entries are from the 
David Rumsey collection. Those were from the records we received from the WAML 
clearinghouse.  
The Registry has outlived its usefulness, is not comprehensive (never was meant to 
be), and there are other sources now available for the same information. It has been 
available for 14 years, the usage continues to decrease, and it has been several years 
since we received an entry. I recommend that the Map Scanning Registry be shut 
down. MAGIRT may want to consider saving the database in some form and making it 
available on the MAGIRT website as a static webpage or something similar.
Everyone agreed that the Registry should be shut down. The only discussion was 
whether or not the underlying database would be important to keep in some format. I 
have the database saved as a .csv file. Several people thought it would be important to 
keep. Someone recommended that we save a copy in the MAGIRT archives (in ALAIR). 
Tammy Wong said she would check to make sure it will take a .csv file.

B. Round Table Merger with GODORT
Iris provided some background information related to the possibility of MAGIRT 
merging with other round tables, notably that in order for us to remain a round table 
within ALA our membership must meet or exceed 1% of ALA’s overall membership 
total, or approximately 580 members. We do not come close to that number. Sierra 
then shared more details regarding possible options and where the discussion stands 
with possibly merging so that a new round table would have enough members to 
meet/exceed the 1% mandated limit.
If any round table cannot meet the membership number requirement (currently 10 
round tables do not) their options are: (1) can become an affiliate group within an 
ALA Division or similar unit, (2) increase membership to meet the 1% requirement, 
or (3) use mergers to meet or exceed the 1% requirement. 
Leaders from GODORT and MAGIRT have been in ongoing discussions on the third 
possibility since shortly after the ALA Midwinter meeting in Philadelphia. Because 
our communities share similar audiences, resources, and missions a merger with 
GODORT seems the most plausible choice among candidate round tables. However, 
recent discussions came up about also merging with the Federal and Armed Forces 
Libraries Round Table (FAFLRT) since so much of the content that both MAGIRT and 
GODORT work with comes from federal sources. This provides yet another possible 
merging situation.
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FAFLRT had previously merged with the Association of Specialized and Cooperative 
Library Agencies to form a new division: The Association of Specialized, Government 
and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASGCLA). ASGCLA has since made the decision to 
disband as a division.
For more information, Maggie shared the following in the Chat box on the pos-
sible GODORT-MAGIRT merger: Why merge?  https://godort.libguides.com/c.
php?g=1001506&p=7362168
Sierra noted that the timeline for a merger process is a long one, typically it takes 
between 2 and 3 years to complete all of ALA’s approval steps. So, we do not have to 
rush into judgement and must continue to communicate amongst the memberships. 
With that in mind there is an Open Discussion Forum (Webinar planned to introduce 
the other roundtables: GODORT and Armed Forces Librarians) on the idea of a 
merger, scheduled for June 10th (time and other details forthcoming) and all MAGIRT 
members are urged to attend both so to learn more and be able to voice their 
thoughts and ideas.
Sierra then shared some of the outcomes from the membership survey she conducted 
earlier this year. The survey was published as part of the meeting notes for the April 
20, 2020 meeting that is published in the most recent issue of base line. 
Sierra and Iris then lead a question and answer discussion session that took us to the 
end of meeting time.

7. Announcements

None were asked for due to Old Business discussions completing the meeting time.

8. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.

Minutes recorded by:
Paige Andrew
Secretary, MAGIRT

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgodort.libguides.com%2Fc.php%3Fg%3D1001506%26p%3D7362168&data=02%7C01%7Cpga2%40psu.edu%7C65a2d7219d31449f84dc08d7fdb78e66%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637256837120083779&sdata=CpzTmKzUemaZOT5bsFNbSvTYbcIeFBQCUmBrbDj5LZc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgodort.libguides.com%2Fc.php%3Fg%3D1001506%26p%3D7362168&data=02%7C01%7Cpga2%40psu.edu%7C65a2d7219d31449f84dc08d7fdb78e66%7C7cf48d453ddb4389a9c1c115526eb52e%7C0%7C0%7C637256837120083779&sdata=CpzTmKzUemaZOT5bsFNbSvTYbcIeFBQCUmBrbDj5LZc%3D&reserved=0
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New Maps and Books
Kim Plassche

University of Buffalo

“Do what you can, with what you’ve got, where you are.”
Squire Bill Widener in Theodore Roosevelt: An Autobiography (1913)

Introduction

I’m still working through my stash of atlases I brought home in March. I doubt many of 
us thought we would still be working away from our collections in June, yet here we are. 
Many of our favorite activities may be affected by COVID-19 restrictions, but we still have 
opportunities to take advantage of warmer weather. I hope some of my selections will 
inspire you to step outside and enjoy the respite nature offers this summer.

Books

Caudill, Craig, Tracy Trimble. Essential Wilderness Navigation: A Real-World Guide to 
Finding Your Way Safely in the Woods With or Without a Map, Compass or GPS. Salem, 
MA: Page Street Publishing, 2019 (ISBN: 9781624147197). 272 p.: color illustrations, 
maps; 21 cm + 1 pull-out map. $21.99. 

Procuring, cataloging, storing and curating map collections is a time-consuming job. We 
put much effort into finding the perfect map for our users, but it is ultimately up to them 
to properly use that map. Essential Wilderness Navigation: A Real-World Guide to 
Finding Your Way Safely in the Woods With or Without a Map, Compass or GPS is a 
comprehensive manual for using a map in the real world.

Those of us with plans to visit our state and national 
parks are eagerly waiting to learn if the spaces will be 
open for the summer season. At a time when many of our 
regular recreational activities have been paused, we are 
seeing more stir-crazy humans venturing out to enjoy our 
natural spaces. To say the publication of this book was 
timely is an understatement.

The authors of Essential Wilderness Navigation are 
experts in using navigational devices in the field. Craig 
Claudill is the founder of the Nature Reliance School 
in Kentucky. This is the third of his books drawing on 
his experiences educating nature lovers, following the 
publication of Extreme Wilderness Survival (2017) and 
Ultimate Wilderness Gear (2018). Tracy Trimble is a 
US Army reservist, backcountry skills trainer to first 
responders and instructor at Claudill’s school. This book 
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reads like a course from the Nature Reliance School. The step-by-step navigational exercises 
for practice in the real world enhance the textbook-like overview of essential tools and 
knowledge. A USGS topo map is included for completing some of these exercises.

The book begins with an overview of the types of maps available for field use, accompanied 
by instructions for choosing and reading an appropriate map. The significance of specific 
map elements like scale, symbology, colors, north arrows, grid lines and gradient lines 
are described. As an example of practical advice given when it comes to reading maps, the 
authors pay close attention to USGS color schemes, but note all maps (such as trail maps) 
are not required to use the same scheme, so it is important to look at the legend. Other 
map use tips covered include instructions for matching the datum sets of all maps used 
by your party, calculating declination, and properly folding a map. Compass selection and 
use is covered in the next chapters. In addition to a description of the different compasses 
available, variances in compasses for use in different parts of the globe is explained. 
Instructions for safe storage and holding a compass for proper navigation will prepare new 
compass owners for the unexpected.

As indicated by the title, the authors also give advice for navigating without a map, compass 
or GPS device handy. Instructions for using a shadow stick, the phases of the Moon, the 
location of stars, and knowledge of area flora and fauna for navigation are detailed. Simple 
tips like knowing how to interpret the way a tree is leaning will help those that lose their 
maps and compasses. A sampling of advanced navigational skills is given in the final pages 
of the book. Readers navigating the wilderness for rescue, law enforcement, hunting and 
scouting purposes will appreciate the attention given to specialized methods for these 
purposes in particular. 

This book is a great addition to any collection supporting recreational hikers and climbers, 
as well as students taking field courses. Thinking back on my own undergraduate field 
ecology courses, I would have saved time and frustration if this was a recommended book 
on my instructors’ syllabi. This is an essential read before heading out into the wilderness. 
However, it is missing one key piece of advice we need right now: As you are staring down 
at your map and compass, be sure to look up occasionally to ensure you are six feet away 
from the nearest human. 

Brotton, Jerry. Nick Millea. Fifty Maps and the Stories They Tell. Oxford: Bodleian 
Library, 2019 (ISBN: 9781851245239). 144 p: color illustrations, color maps. $20.00.

Fifty Maps and the Stories They Tell highlights a fraction of the fascinating maps in 
University of Oxford’s Bodelaian Library Map Room. The featured maps are chosen 
by Professor of Renaissance Studies Jerry Brotton and Map Librarian Nick Millea as a 
representation of the stories maps tell. As the authors point out in their introduction, maps 
are more than “route-finding devices” (p. 7). Maps, like those in this book, are also used to 
tell stories about religion, detail cosmogonies, plot out fictional worlds, and to aid artists 
in their own creative work. Fifty Maps is arranged chronologically. It begins with classical 
maps, such as a 1486 print of Ptolemy’s world map in Geographia (p. 20-21). The story of 
these maps culminates with a series of computer-generated maps, ending with a population 
cartogram of the world created in 2018 by geographer Benjamin Hennig (p. 138-139). 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/maps
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The focus of the book is indeed the stories of 
the featured maps. A short summary detailing 
the unique history of each map accompanies 
images of the map spanning 1-2 pages. Due to 
the size of the original documents, often only 
portions of the map are shown in these pages. 
Some labels and features on the maps aren’t 
readable due to the size restrictions. Luckily, 
many of the maps can be viewed in incredible 
detail in the Digital Bodleian collection. 

Despite the authors’ assertion that this 
book is not intended to give a “short history 
of cartography” (p. 11), the book does just 
that by introducing a wide variety of maps. 
It provides a fascinating look at how maps 
have been created and used throughout 

time and across the globe. Notable maps include the Tibetan Book of the Dead (p. 80-81), a 
“false” Civil War map of Oxford (p. 74), a Marshall Islands stick chart made of wood, cane and 
coconut fronds (p. 94-95), C.S. Lewis’ own Map of Narnia for Prince Caspian (p. 124-125) 
and the artist Grayson Perry’s The Red Carpet tapestry map (p. 136-137).  

Sewell, Matt. The Atlas of Amazing Birds. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2020 
(ISBN: 9781616898571). 144 p: color illustrations. $19.95. 

As we struggle with the realities of living and working during the pandemic, my family is 
closing on the purchase of our first home this month. Although we are moving just ten miles 
down I-90, I am already dreaming of the new 
birds I will see at my backyard feeder. I am a very 
casual birdwatcher. I pass idle hours watching 
the cardinals, red-winged blackbirds, mourning 
doves and other common visitors outside my 
window. I play the role of protector as I chase 
away greedy grackles (unfortunately they just 
come back). I visit local preserves with my water-
damaged copy of Peterson’s Field Guide to the 
Birds of North America, but I’ve never traveled 
beyond New York with the goal of photographing 
a rare species.

The author of The Atlas of Amazing Birds is 
himself an accomplished birder. Matt Sewell 
describes his own love of birding in his 
introduction, detailing the many places he has 
encountered birds. Sewell resides in Europe, and 
provides great detail on those birds he has seen 
in his own backyard in the United Kingdom. The 

https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/?
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book’s content is divided by seven regions, with an average of 22 birds highlighted in each: 
Europe -- North America and Central America -- South America -- Antarctica -- Oceania 
-- Asia -- Africa. Each section includes a map of the region, as well as a description of 
the countries and areas included in that area. The author addresses migration and large 
species’ ranges in each bird’s entry. If a species is found in a region covered in another 
section, it is addressed in the “Where to Find Me” note for the species. 

This atlas does not include actual photographs, and instead uses illustrations to highlight 
the unique features of each bird. Sewell notes the illustrations are not to scale, but each 
entry includes a length range to help readers visualize the actual size of the bird.

The Atlas of Amazing Birds is marketed for readers ages 5-10. Children will delight at the 
colorful (sometimes cartoonish) bird illustrations. The absence of photographs presents a 
unique opportunity for parents and educators to introduce additional resources to learn 
about the bird. While reading this with my daughters, I point out we need to see what this 
fascinating bird looks like in the world and search for images from the Audubon Society 
or similar websites. The author’s descriptions include bird calls of many featured species. 
Finding a recording of the calls online and comparing them to his descriptions is another 
great learning activity. Advanced vocabulary like gregarious (p. 40) and onomatopoeically 
(p. 43) is introduced to younger readers. A few terms are defined in a short glossary 
(including endemic and plumage), but reading with a parent or teacher, or with an 
encyclopedia or dictionary within reach, may be helpful. 

Sewell uses his book as an opportunity to highlight conservation efforts for threatened 
birds, such as Blue Chaffinch (p. 25). He details his own journey trying to find an 
elusive community of the species, dying off from trichomoniasis, on the Spanish island 
Tenerefie. Despite this grim topic, Sewell keeps the overall tone playful, injecting humor 
into his descriptions of the birds. Regarding the Ruff (Calidris pugnax): “these dudes are 
famous for their courtship accessories of ruffs and head tufts, looking like billowing feather 
boas and massive double-pomponed beanie hats.” (p. 18)

This book is an entertaining read, and a delightful whirlwind tour of some of the more 
silly, gorgeous or rare birds in the world. It would be a great addition to K-12 and public 
libraries, or a fun coffee table book the entire family can enjoy. 

Malerba, Giulia, Febe Sillani. Food Atlas: Discover All the Delicious Foods of the World. 
Auckland, New Zealand: Otara Books, 2018 (ISBN: 9780947506513). 71 p: color maps. 
$19.95.

Summer is festival season in my neck of the woods. Buffalonians come out of winter 
hibernation to enjoy at least one new themed festival each weekend. Unfortunately, many 
festivals I look forward to have already been canceled, including Greek Fest, Italian Fest and 
Taste of Buffalo. I normally brave the crowds and extreme humidity to eat old favorite foods 
and learn about new cultures with my stepdaughter. Food Atlas: Discover All the Delicious 
Foods of the World helps to satisfy our curiosity as we revisit our favorite international 
foods and learn about others. 
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Food Atlas is another children’s book that 
is perfect for adults exploring a new topic. 
Sharon Morin translated the first edition 
from Italian for this printing. The translation 
generally appears to be accurate, although 
there are a few typos (see the description of 
Amaranto de Tehuacán on page 11). 

The Summary pages at the beginning of the 
atlas serves as an introduction as well as 
a table of contents (p. 2-3). Each country 
covered in the book is labeled (along with 
a page number) on a world map. A legend 
is drawn with this first map. The legend 
describes the information given on each page: 
ingredients and animals, traditional products/
recipes, nonfood animals, slow food presidium, 
slow fish presidium, capital cities and points of 
interest. An explanation of the slow food and 
slow fish presidiums is provided. The inclusion 
of the legend with this map in particular is 
somewhat confusing. The placement of the 
legend next to the world map should indicate 
the symbols appear on the accompanying map. 
However, none of these symbols do. The symbols in the legend appear on the remaining 
maps in the volume. The maps featured in the chapters do not feature a separate legend, so 
this was likely done to save space and allow more room for illustrations and text. A note or 
explanation regarding the use of the legend with the book would be helpful, especially for 
younger map readers. 

Each chapter of the book is devoted a specific continent. The chapters begin with a map 
of the continent labeled with a sample of landmarks, animals and foods. A selection of 
each continent’s countries is detailed on 1-2-page maps. Europe has the most countries 
represented, with 13 countries being discussed in detail. The abundance of information 
given on each map is impressive. For example, the map of Sweden features more than 40 
different crops or foods (p. 25). 

The final two pages of the book are devoted to the topic of “Food Journeys”. A world map 
is drawn showing where certain foods have originated, along with a trail of the ancient 
Portuguese “Spice Route” and Christopher Columbus’ first expedition. Highlighted crops 
include bananas (originated on Malay Peninsula but now mostly grown in South America), 
apples (native to Asia), black pepper (originating in southern India) and coffee (native to 
Africa). 

In addition to an explanation note regarding the use of the map legend, a pronunciation 
guide for some of the more difficult words is a missing but potentially beneficial element. 
Due to the large amount of languages are featured in the names of the different foods a 
detailed guide wouldn’t be feasible, but younger readers may struggle with words like 
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quinoa, shrikhand, kaab el ghzal and zwiebelkuchen. With an internet pronunciation guide 
handy, this book is a great introduction to international cuisine and cultures. It is a great 
starting point for those feeling brave enough to move beyond baking our COVID-19 bread. 
Be sure to browse this atlas after a full meal because it will likely make you hungry!

Web Resources

British Library: Maps
https://www.bl.uk/maps/

Hawcock, Neville. Time travel: virtual 3D models reveal the history of map-making. 
Financial Times, April 14, 2020. https://www.ft.com/content/09f9c56e-7819-11ea-af44-
daa3def9ae03

Sumira, Sylvia. European globes of the 17–18th centuries. British Library, n.d. https://
www.bl.uk/maps/articles/european-globes-of-the-17th-and-18th-centuries

We can access many library resources online, but closing our buildings’ doors for three 
months has reminded us how important our physical collections are. Take for example my 
library’s prized W. and A.K. Johnston 1927 globe. Just before we headed home to work, I 
started the long process of obtaining restoration quotes for our damaged globe. This item is 
too heavy and fragile to bring home with me, and I’ve missed working with it. 

One month into the working from home journey, Financial Times published an article 
highlighting the British Library’s collection of newly digitized globes. As the article details, 
these globes were previously only available to view by researchers. Thanks to an initiative 
to digitize 30 globes from the British Library collection, 3D modelling completed by British 
Library’s imaging studio with the company Cyreal has already brought 11 of these globes 
online. 

The British Library introduces visitors to the collection in the article titled European 
globes of the 17–18th centuries by Sylvia Sumira. A detailed summary of the evolution 
of the creation and use of both terrestrial and celestial globes is accompanied by 3D 
images of globes produced as early as 1606 (a Willem Janszoon Blaeu terrestrial globe). 

https://www.bl.uk/maps/
https://www.ft.com/content/09f9c56e-7819-11ea-af44-daa3def9ae03
https://www.ft.com/content/09f9c56e-7819-11ea-af44-daa3def9ae03
https://www.bl.uk/maps/articles/european-globes-of-the-17th-and-18th-centuries
https://www.bl.uk/maps/articles/european-globes-of-the-17th-and-18th-centuries
https://www.ft.com/content/09f9c56e-7819-11ea-af44-daa3def9ae03
https://www.bl.uk/maps/articles/european-globes-of-the-17th-and-18th-centuries
https://www.bl.uk/maps/articles/european-globes-of-the-17th-and-18th-centuries
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The article discusses a history globemaking practices in the 17th and 18th centuries in 
countries across Europe. It should be noted the article on the British Library website 
contains extracts from Sumira’s 2014 book The Art and History of Globes.

Each globe can be viewed in extraordinary detail. To “spin” a globe, one merely needs 
to click the 3d model and drag their mouse (or finger on the trackpad). The globes are 
represented without a stand, making a true 360 view is possible. A virtual reality option is 
available for mobile phone and desktop users with compatible devices and VR headsets. 

Notable globes include Bardin and Wright’s “free gift” celestial globe (1785) and 
terrestrial globe (1783), which were given to subscribers of The Geographical Magazine; 
Or a New Copious, Compleat and Universal System of Geography as part of promotion for 
the monthly serial. Globes from Dutch, British, Italian and German producers are featured 
in the digital collection. 

One note of caution: viewers prone to motion sickness may experience symptoms 
while viewing this collection. I found myself in need of frequent breaks from viewing 
the 3d models. Spinning the globes with my mouse may be amusing, but it can lead to a 
headache! 

Conclusion

Thank you to a base line reader for the suggestion to include price information with 
my citations. Going forward, I will include suggested retail prices for physical books. I 
appreciate all the comments I’ve received. Please stay safe and healthy, and enjoy the 
summer months. 

MAGIRT Connect page. For all the 
resources you need to know about 
what is happing inside MAGIRT.

https://connect.ala.org/magirt/home

https://connect.ala.org/magirt/home
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Digital Mapping

“Your Name Here”

From the Editor’s Keyboard

Digital Mapping editor needed
Do you enjoy finding and looking at new GIS programs, geospatial data, and 
websites? Do you enjoy writing? Then why not combine the two together 
and be our new Digital Mapping columnist. Tell us about the new geospatial 
sites that are available. 

I would like to encourage any MAGIRT member to volunteer.  Let me know if 
you have an interest in contributing to this important part of base line. 

Contact the editor for more details. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
someone to make a concrete and impactful contribution to our part of the 
library profession. 
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 c  JIM COOMBS 6/20

GREAT MOMENTS IN MAP LIBRARIANSHIP   by Jim Coombs

WHY HAS IT BEEN SO QUIET IN HERE LATELY?

THERE IS A DEADLY VIRUS 
SPREADING AROUND THE WORLD, 
SO ALL THE PEOPLE ARE WORKING AT HOME.

SINCE YOU ARE A COMPUTER, 
I GUESS YOU KNOW ALL 
ABOUT VIRUSES, HEH HEH

LACK OF HUMAN CONTACT 

I FIGURED OUT MY BIGGEST 
CHALLENGE IN WORKING AT HOME.

NO, CHOOSING WHICH 

WHERE DID ALL THE PEOPLE GO?

TROPICAL PRINT SHIRT TO WEAR!

WITH PAPER MAPS?
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