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FROM THE CHAIR

Marcy Bidney, Pennsylvania State University

What a fantastic time we had in D.C.! I would like to
say thank you to everyone who made the conference
such a success—without the hard work of our members
we would certainly not be where we are today.  We
had a hugely successful program on the use of GIS in
different library settings, which drew librarians from
so many different divisions and groups in ALA, and
an informative session co-sponsored with RBMS on
cataloging and security for special collections. Many
thanks to John Hébert from the Library of Congress for taking time out of his
busy schedule to give our members a tour of the Geography and Map Division.
Those who took it found it fascinating and very interesting.
Kathy did an outstanding job working with the Emerging Leaders who worked
hard all year to take a look at where we are and to give us some ideas about where
we can focus our future endeavors. As the new chair of MAGERT, I feel like we
have caught our second wind and the future holds so many opportunities for us
to get out and educate, inspire and collaborate with librarians from all areas. Our
financial standing couldn’t be better; we have strong leadership on our committees
and discussion groups and strong leadership on the Executive Board.
Moving forward and staying strong as an organization will take the time of our
members and we can always use more people on the front lines: being active on
committees, serving on discussion groups and participating in program planning.
Don’t be shy! We love seeing new faces.
Marcy
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Executive Board I Minutes
ALA Annual Conference 2010
Washington, D.C. • June 26, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m.
1. Introductions/Welcome/Announcements
MAGERT’s new publications are in the ALA bookstore and there will
be a book signing for Jim Coombs’ compilation of Great Moments in Map
Librarianship cartoons at the Member Pavilion on Sunday morning after the
anniversary toast.
2. Approval of Boston Midwinter minutes
The minutes were approved.
3. Officer Reports
a. Chair: Kathy Weimer
Round Table Coordinating Assembly MAGERT representative Mary
McInroy reported on the meeting she attended Friday.  She reported there is a
need for more training on how Round Tables are run, deadline guidelines for new
officers, etc. ALA has some new training software and will test training situations.
Budgets and deadlines are expected to be coordinated with membership and
contacts.
Robin Keer spoke on website advisory topics. His group is working to
improve the ALA Event Planner. In website news, a new Content Management
System (Drupal) will be implemented beginning next fiscal year (Sept 2010).
Also, iLINC, the virtual online meeting and classroom space tool, will soon be
used by ALA and they will be begin training in the near future.
The ALA Handbook of Organization, a work in progress, will now only
be online and will provide information on ALA’s structure, groups and governing
bodies. Also, the conference materials archives are live at http://presentations.ala.
org.  MAGERT can post materials there.
A new ALA webpage, Online Learning, covers all online professional
development opportunities within ALA: www.ala.org/ala/onlinelearning/index.
cfm. Some are free, some must be paid for.
ALA president Jim Rettig spoke about the new, recently approved strategic
plan for 2010-2015. It includes advocacy, funding, public policy, building the
profession, and intellectual freedom elements. The Spectrum Scholarship Fund
has now reached $1 million. Individual member registrations for Annual were
base line 31(4): 5

12,500. There was a proposal for a new Round Table for retired members.
Danielle Alderson (our ALA staff liaison) noted that ALA is planning to have
more online orientation. She suggested we review our bylaws (which we have
already begun), and update any out-of-date areas.
Emerging Leaders presentation:
The Emerging Leaders presented their report, highlighting what they
thought were the most important elements.
Question: What kinds of training opportunities did you find?
Answer:  Map digitization and preservation, cataloging.
(John Chraska may meet with us for action plans in relation to some of the survey
results.)
Question: What else surprised you?
Answer: The number of survey responses: 172 current or past members
and 182 non-members responded.
Dropped members noted that the cost of ALA membership was a deterrent to
MAGERT participation; or they didn’t like ALA; dissatisfaction in general with
conference fees. (Dues for MAGERT were noted as fine.)
The full document will be loaded on ALA Connect, and a link will be on the
webpage.
Mission Statement discussion: This was also discussed by the Emerging Leaders
at the request of the MAGERT board.
MAGERT’s current mission statement is as follows:
•

To provide a forum for the exchange of ideas by persons working with or interested
in map and geography collections

•

To provide a forum to increase the availability, use, and bibliographic control of
map and geography collections

•

To increase communication and cooperation between map and geography librarians
and other librarians

•

To contribute to the improvement of education and training of map and geography
librarians.

  
The current mission statement can be distilled into two key aims: 1) to provide
a forum for information professionals (networking), and 2) to contribute to
education (professional development).
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Proposed Mission Statement from Emerging Leaders:
The purpose of the Map and Geography Round Table of the American Library
Association is:
MAGERT guides and inspires information professionals at all levels of expertise
in their work with print and digital map and geography collections and geographic data and technologies, through community, education, and advocacy.

Mission Statement Revised by MAGERT Exec. Bd:

MAGERT guides and inspires information professionals at all levels of expertise
in their work with map and geographic resources, collections and technologies in
all formats, through community, education and advocacy.

The survey respondents noted that they would like to see instructional
materials on line or webinars by MAGERT for professional development.
Suggestions: While there is a significant ALA cost, ALA has subscribed to
iLINC, which Divisions or Round Tables can use at no charge; (however, if you
need communication avenues then there is a cost.)
Regarding this Conference’s annual program, they suggested saving the
program materials and perhaps offering the program as a webinar.
Digitization was another program suggestion, as it was proposed that
MAGERT offer a video of a Library of Congress (or other library’s) digitization
demo, and make it accessible via the MAGERT website and through ALA
Connect.
Andrew Turner, chief technology officer of FortiusOne, has an
introduction to GIS on the ESRI Higher Education blog. Perhaps we could link to
that as well for more information.
Virtual Membership
There was a discussion on virtual membership.  Several approaches were
suggested including doing presentations at state and regional meetings. MAGERT
could give some support for these presentations if it was an official MAGERT
event (for outreach, education, etc.).
Kathy noted that MAGERT’s program, “GIS in EVERY Library: Making
It Happen,” will be held in room 206 of the Convention Center this afternoon.
b. Vice Chair: Marcy Bidney
The anniversary dinner is ready and set for Sunday night.
Marcy attended the Thursday night Spectrum Scholars Professional Options
Fair on behalf of MAGERT. She sat at the MAGERT table to talk about her
professional specialty. She also distributed brochures about MAGERT. She
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reported there was a good turnout and that she spoke with many people who
seemed interested.
c. Past Chair: Carolyn Kadri
Carolyn encouraged anyone with ideas for our bylaws to attend the bylaws
revision meeting.
d. Treasurer: Mike Smith
MAGERT is now doing well, making $6,000 per year and had $24,900
in reserves at the end of April. However, that figure does not include the various
costs of this conference.
e. Secretary: Edith Scarletto
Edith asked that committee minutes be sent to her by July 9. She also will
send out a reminder.
Report on Leadership (Kathy Weimer)
MAGERT only lost 4 members this year; chairs are moving on and
positions are open, and Marcy and Kathy will be looking to fill those this
weekend.  The Collection Management discussion group leader (was Kristi
Jensen) is open too,  as is the fundraising position.
Carolyn Kadri needs to relinquish her Cataloging Discussion Group leadership position and is seeking someone to take over. Publications Committee chair
is also open, as Hallie moves into the role of Vice-Chair.
4. Committee Chair Issues
Tracey Hughes asked about committee membership, what really is a
reasonable expectation for a committee member? (and now virtual members).
Members would be expected to attend virtual meetings between conferences and
maintain active contributions.
Our organizational manual needs to be updated with all the requirements;
perhaps a committee is needed on virtual membership. In general, the committee
chair should lay out any expectations and provide feedback to the process, as well
as accountability. (We will have to add this to the manual and bylaws.)
a. Education Committee (Carole McAuliffe)
The committee has webinars, and library school education to discuss. It is
also talking about a possible 2011 program, and a plan of action for the meeting
today. Geographic resources or tools for all librarians, including reference librarians, is one idea for a program.
b. Hallie Pritchett: Publications Committee
The new edition of Cartographic Citations is available. It is priced at $18
base line 31(4): 8

in the ALA bookstore and also on the website. The Jim Coombs collection of
Great Moments in Map Librarianship ($25) preprint is out and available at the
bookstore.
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ON THE CATALOGING/CATALOGUING FRONT
Tammy Wong, Library of Congress

MAGERT Cataloging and Classification Committee (CCC)
Sunday, June 27, 2010
Washington, D.C.
Susan Moore, Chair of the CCC, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  She
welcomed all the attendees to the CCC meeting.  There were 20 attendees in
total.  Members present:  Paige Andrew, Cheri Folkner, Carolyn Kadri, Elizabeth
Mangan, Dorothy McGarry, Barbara Rapoport, Daniel Seldin, Jay Weitz, Tammy
Wong, and Min Zhang.  
1. Call to order (Susan Moore)
2. Welcome and introductions
CCC members and guests introduced themselves.  
3. Membership
Cheri Folkner is rotating off the committee at the end of ALA in June.  If you are
interested in serving on the committee, please contact Susan Moore.  
4. Approval of minutes
5. base line cataloging editor report (Tammy Wong)
The minutes from the CCC meeting held at ALA Midwinter in January 2010 were
approved as published on page 5 of the February 2010 base line.
6. ALCTS-CCS/MAGERT Cartographic Resources Cataloging Interest
Group Report (Carolyn Kadri)
Place: Grand Hyatt, Washington, D.C.
Date: June 27, 2010
Eighteen people attended this meeting. Discussion topics were:
•    Planning for RDA in members’ institutions—each attendee shared what
each knew about planning and implementation for RDA after release in
his/her home institution.
•     Discussed the possibility of moving the cataloging interest group to an
online meeting environment, possibly in lieu of meeting at Midwinter,
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but at least one member questioned why we don’t plan to do both. It was
noted that ALCTS would need to be consulted before this plan could be
approved. It was agreed enthusiastically by the members present that
moving meetings to an online environment is highly desirable and that
further action should be taken to make online meetings a reality.
•     The ALCTS-CCS/MAGERT Cartographic Resources Cataloging Interest
Group leader, Carolyn Kadri, called for a volunteer to assume the group
leader’s role following Annual 2010. No one spoke up to volunteer, so
the position remains open. Interested parties should contact the MAGERT
Chair, Marcy Bidney at mma17@psulias.psu.edu, or Carolyn Kadri at
kadri@uta.edu.
7. CC:DA report, including RDA (Betsy Mangan)
The Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access (CC:DA) met on
Saturday afternoon and Monday morning.  Giving the report for the Library of
Congress, Barbara Tillett announced that all documentation, policy decisions,
training materials, etc., that have been developed for the RDA test are available
at http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatest.html.  The policy decisions for
the test are in PDF files.  
Relating to cartographic materials, Tillett reported that with the assistance of
OCLC, coordinates have been added to approximately 50,000 authority records
that have been redistributed.  In the future coordinates will be added to the LC
subject authority records as well.  The list of 65 form/genre terms was approved in
mid-May for use with cartographic materials, and the inverted subdivisions used
for maps are being revised this summer.  
In early 2009, the Library of Congress received a Cataloging Hidden Special
Collections and Archives grant from the Council on Library and Information
Resources (CLIR) to support a project that will catalog 125,000 sheet maps of
Africa. The catalog records being produced under the $240,240 grant include
geographic coordinates for each map that permit geographic searching of the
catalog records. The enhanced catalog data will make it possible to view the
coverage area of individual sheet maps using geographical browsers such as
Google Earth. The Cataloging Hidden Special Collections and Archives grant
program is made possible by funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
The project began with the cataloging of 1,800 sets of maps from the 19th
century to the present. An unexpected challenge arose from the discovery that
about 22 percent of the maps lacked coordinate information; the cataloging team
has to research or determine coordinates through indirect methods. Prior to the
commencement of the project, about 30 percent of the maps had no cataloging
data. By June 4, 2010, a total of 1,846 bibliographic records had been completed,
providing catalog access to 64,319 map sheets.
John Attig (ALA representative to the JSC) reported that the RDA is now
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published as the toolkit and was released on Wednesday, June 23rd.  Thus far
1,500 errors in the text have been reported.  Errors that are substantiated by
comparison with the final text will be corrected as quickly as feasible. The toolkit
interface includes a method of reporting errors.  Since the beginning of the year,
the complete set of examples have been reviewed and some gaps were noticed,
so the JSC is looking at additional examples to be added after approval.  The
examples are in two forms, using RDA numbering and MARC tagging.  
The JSC assumes the revision process for RDA will return to the AACR2
model, with proposals coming from the constituent members.  The Committee of
Principles is reviewing the current composition of the JSC to determine if there
are other stakeholders, such as other national libraries, that should be included
in the maintenance of RDA.  Groups can submit proposals to CC:DA for the
Midwinter meeting.  ALA plans to work on proposals for outstanding issues for
the JSC’s meeting in the spring of 2011.  A task force was approved to review
RDA’s handling of corporate bodies and government bodies with a charge to
merge the rules, thus treating all corporate bodies alike.  A task force was also
approved to review the inconsistencies in the treatment of heads of state and heads
of governments, including ruling executive bodies, with a charge to make their
treatment consistent.  John also noted the omission of mapping accompanying
material to MARC 300 subfield e, and therefore he wants to examine the overall
treatment of accompanying material before asking for a task force to develop a
proposal to correct the problem.
Troy Linker from ALA Editions announced that the toolkit was now available
for open access until August 30.  Users can obtain access by registering at www.
rdatoolkit.org.  Of those already signed up 33% are sole users and 50% are
from the US.  The co-publishers have agreed to publish a print version of RDA,
tentatively priced at $150, but no timetable was given.  Additional features are
planned including the addition of the LC policy decisions, linkage from the
AACR2 rule (hopefully during the open period), and additional languages.  
Although no translations have yet been done, French will be the first, due to the
Canadian needs for French and English.
8. AACCCM (Mary Larsgaard)
The committee has been in a holding pattern awaiting the release of RDA
(Resource Description and Access), which occurred on June 23, with an
announcement of free access through August 31, 2010.  Following its release,
major libraries such as the Library of Congress will be performing 6-month tests
and evaluation of cataloging using RDA; the URL for the LC RDA Test website:
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatest.html.
The committee will be discussing how best to revise “Cartographic Materials:
A Manual of Interpretation for AACR2R;” what occurs next depends on several
matters:
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a. what the final version of RDA contains and how it treats cartographic materials.
b. the results of testing and evaluation of RDA and more specifically the testing
and evaluation for creating bibliographic records for cartographic materials.
c. how to fund the work to revise CM-RDA.
9. ISBD report (Dorothy McGarry)
The revision of the consolidated ISBD went out for World Wide Review with
a requested response date of mid-July. All responses will be considered and
the draft revised further. The ISBD Review Group will then vote to approve
the revision, and if it is agreed to, it will go to the Standing Committee of the
IFLA Cataloguing Section for a vote and then for publication. The full examples
document is also being revised, to delete the GMD and add Area 0 (Content form
(qualifier) ; media type) and will be published soon after—or with—the new
ISBD. Comments are always welcome because the document will be updated
every three years or so.
10. LC report (Min Zhang)

Cataloging Annual Report 2010 – Library of Congress, Geography and Maps
Division, Cataloging Team
Africa Set Maps
G&M applied for and received a Council on Library and Information Resources
(CLIR) Cataloging Hidden Special Collections and Archives grant to gain sheet
level control of our African set maps. The grant was in the amount of $250,000.
Seven catalogers have upgraded or created 1,800 bibliographic records on
Voyager. These records will be linked to sheet level data.  A graphic interface to
the inventory has been developed using Google Earth.
Geographic Area Cutter for Pennsylvania Townships
Cataloging Team started to work on the “GAC for PA Townships Project.” We
provide new geographic area cutters for Pennsylvania townships and cities, and
assign cutters to approximately 2,000 FEMA (initially HUD) flood insurance rate
map titles, in support of the Pennsylvania State University GAC Project.
Genre/Form Subject Heading
In February, 2009, the Policy & Standards Division (PSD) of the Library of
Congress announced the beginning of the genre/form project for cartographic
materials. The PSD and the G&M Division of the Library of Congress are now
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in the initial stages of creating genre/form authority records (MARC tag 155) for
cartographic materials. Cartographic genre/form headings are based chiefly on
concepts represented by existing LC subject headings (tag 150).
Most of our catalogers are actively involved in the discussion on genre/form
subject headings for cartographic items with PSD.  We are reexamining current
subject headings and subdivisions to determine whether any changes should be
made to their structure and/or to the ways that they are assigned.
Hauslab-Liechtenstein Project
The Hauslab-Liechtenstein collection is a group of some 10,000 maps (printed
and manuscript, military, topographic, and thematic) assembled by an Austrian
cartographer, Franz Ritter von Hauslab and later acquired by Prince Johann II of
Liechtenstein. They are consulting on technical cataloging questions and they also
are responsible for quality control of the records created on Voyager.
Nautical charts/set holdings
The creation of sheet level inventory/holdings information for our nautical charts
continues in preparation for their transfer offsite. We hope to have more interns
working on these materials over the summer; for the past three summers we
have hired as many as six and as few as three interns to advance the project. We
will not be providing the vernacular in the holdings records, but the roman or
romanized sheet titles are searchable through our OPAC and cataloging module.
Rehousing of US maps
For the past 5 years we have had a team working on the rehousing and relabeling
of our title collection of US state maps published before 1970.  At present over
163,000 maps have been rehoused, and an assessment of preservation concerns
for each has been made.  That project has systematically worked through the
individual state holdings in the Division and as of this date only a handful of maps
for the state of California remain to be handled.  We have not reviewed all of the
state holdings. However, we estimate another 5,000 maps remain to be handled
and rehoused for that state.  The project has been approved for completion,
starting in early June, with the addition of rehousing United States general,
regional, and thematic maps, for a total of some 15,000 maps.  
Nautical Charts
In anticipation of the transfer of certain portions of our collection to offsite
storage in 2009 (that includes the three dimensional plastic raised relief maps,
the 20th century globe collection, the Bruce Heezen-Marie Tharp oceanography
collection, and the nautical chart collection for all issuing bodies except the
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British Admiralty, the US Hydrographic Office and the US Coast Survey
materials), Division staff and interns are involved during the past summer—and
continued in the fall and spring—in creating inventories to those nautical charts
slated for offsite storage.
During the summer of 2010 some 6 interns will be working on the development
of the inventories of the Division’s nautical chart holdings. To date some 60,000
chart sheets have been inventoried.
Coast Survey Chart Project
In the summer of 2009 a project funded by NOAA and the National Ocean
Survey, was begun to systematically scan all of G&M’s holdings of the U.S.
Coast and Geodetic Survey, Coast Survey, and Lake Survey Charts issued by that
agency, back to its first charts.  An estimated 32,000 charts are being scanned,
with the files retained by NOAA and G&M for placement on each website.  
11. MARBI report (Susan Moore)
The Machine Readable Bibliographic Information Committee met twice
during the conference. Proposal No. 2010-08: Encoding scheme of
Coordinate Data in field 034 (Coded Cartographic Mathematical Data) of
the MARC21 Bibliographic and Authority Formats was not approved, chiefly
due to the way decimal degrees were handled in the proposal. This
proposal will probably be redrafted and come back. There was an
energetic exchange of views on Discussion Paper 2010-DP05: Language
coding for moving images in field 041 of the MARC 21 Bibliographic
Format, as well as Proposal no. 2010-07: ISBD punctuation in the MARC21
Bibliographic Format. The discussion paper may come back as a proposal
and the proposal on ISBD punctuation was approved after some changes.
12. OCLC report (Jay Weitz)
Cataloging News, ALA Annual Conference, 2010 June 24-29
Compiled by Jay Weitz
Duplicate Detection and Resolution (DDR)
Beginning in 1991, OCLC used its Duplicate Detection and Resolution (DDR)
software to match WorldCat bibliographic records in the Books format against
themselves to find and merge duplicates.  By mid-2005, when WorldCat migrated
to its new platform, sixteen runs through WorldCat had been completed, resulting
in the elimination of a total of 1.6 million duplicate records.  In 2005 a project
was started to re-invent the DDR software to work in the new environment and
to expand its capabilities to deal with all types of bibliographic records, not just
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Books.  This large multi-year project is now bearing fruit.  Great improvements
to our matching software—which are a key component of the new DDR—have
regularly been incorporated into the batchloading process.  This helps bring both
DDR and batchloading processes into alignment as never before in dealing with
the problem of duplicate records in WorldCat.  In May 2009 the new software was
put into production following rigorous planning, development, and testing.  In
addition to its ability to deal with continuing resources, scores, sound recordings,
visual materials, maps, and electronic resources, as well as books, this new
DDR is much more sophisticated than its predecessor in its power to distinguish
legitimate matches from incorrect ones.  It also has the flexibility to allow
selection of certain categories of bibliographic records to target for deduplication.
New software put into production beginning in May 2009,
processing small subsets of WorldCat.
o During the testing phase, roughly 500,000 records processed
with roughly 15,000 duplicates merged (each merge individually
examined).
o During the testing period, we did lots of bibliographic record
cleanup to increase matching accuracy.
Full processing of WorldCat began in late January 2010 in two parallel
processes, statistics through mid-June 2010
o Each day’s new and updated records
 12.3 million records processed.
 500,000 records merged.
o Entire WorldCat from Record #1 (“walking the database”)
 45.5 million records processed.
 2.2 million records merged.
As you can imagine, the matching process is incredibly complicated.  The original
DDR developed in the late 1980s and early 1990s used a series of algorithms that
compared fourteen descriptive elements gathered from both fixed and variable
fields, then computed a similarity.  Additionally, there were a set of about ten or
so “flagged” conditions that prevent merges.  When both the level of similarity
and the flags determined that a merge was appropriate, the records were merged
according to a hierarchy of Encoding Levels and other factors.  Those fourteen
elements included:  cataloging library; LCCN; ISBN; government document
classification number; media; author; title; statement of responsibility; edition
statement; place of publication and publisher; publication date; number of pages
or volumes; size; and series statement.  Many of these elements comprised
information gathered from multiple places in the record, with the degree of
internal consistency factored into the algorithm.
The new DDR is difficult to compare to the old one, partly because the
capabilities and tools at our disposal now are so much greater than they were
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twenty years ago.  We can now take advantage of the greatly expanded indexing
capabilities of Connexion.  We can perform all sorts of detailed analysis and
comparisons of data that we were unable to do back then.  Because we are now
dealing with all bibliographic formats and not just Books, we are considering
matching elements that were not relevant previously.
Of course, none of this means that the new DDR works perfectly.  We have
continued to look at samples of merged records to monitor how things are
going.  Whenever we find—or a user reports—an incorrect merge, we analyze
the situation and try to correct it if possible.  We also receive reports of so-called
near-matches, records that fall just below the threshold of similarity or represent
certain situations that we have chosen not to merge for one reason or another.  
As time permits, we do manual reviews of some categories of these records,
manually merging those that should be merged.  What we learn from these records
also factors into the fine-tuning of our matching.
******************************************************************
OCLC-MARC Bibliographic, Authority, and Holdings Formats Update 2010
On Sunday, May 23, 2010, OCLC implemented the changes related to the OCLCMARC Bibliographic, Authority, and Holdings Formats Update 2010.  This
includes MARC 21 Update No. 10 (October 2009) and most of MARC Update
No. 11 (February 2010), MARC Code List changes announced by LC between
July 2009 and April 2010, and user and OCLC staff suggestions.  Many of the
changes are related to the scheduled testing and possible future implementation
of Resource Description and Access (RDA), the proposed successor to AACR2.  
OCLC Technical Bulletin 258, which presents the details, is available at http://
www.oclc.org/support/documentation/worldcat/tb/258/default.htm.
Among the points of interest:
Bibliographic
o The new codes “o” (Online) and “q” (Direct Electronic) for all
existing “Form of Item” (OCLC fixed field element “Form”)
elements.
o New 007, 008, and 006 codes to account for previously
unaccounted for media types and carrier types.
o Field 040 subfield $e now repeatable, plus code “rda” validated.
o New 33X fields for Content Type (336), Media Type (337), and
Carrier Type (338).
o New 38X fields for attributes of musical works.
Authorities
o Field 040 subfield $e now repeatable, plus code “rda” validated.
o New 336 field for Content Type.
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o New 37X fields for entity attributes, including Associated Place,
Address, Field of Activity, Occupation, Gender, etc.
o New 38X fields for attributes of musical works.
Holdings
o New 007 codes to account for previously unaccounted for media
types and carrier types.
o New 33X fields for Media Type (337) and Carrier Type (338).
Because of time restraints, OCLC has put off implementing subfield $3 in
Bibliographic and Authority fields 034 and subfields $5 in Bibliographic fields
800, 810, 811, and 830.  These will be included in the next OCLC-MARC Update.
Additionally, OCLC must postpone implementation of the newly-defined fixed
field element, Computer Files 008/23, 006/06 (Form of Item -- “Form”).  Because
this is a new position in both the CF Fixed Field, requiring a change to the CF
workform, and in the CF 006, necessitating a change to the dropdown box for
the CF 006 guided entry, it must await a future version of the Connexion client,
tentatively scheduled for late 2010 or early 2011.
Appropriate data conversions and re-indexing of WorldCat has already begun.  
All new searching and indexing capabilities; new fields, new subfields, new
indicators; and new codes can now be used in both Connexion browser and
Connexion client.
We did this OCLC-MARC Update on a much quicker schedule than the usual
12 to 18 months between MARBI decision and OCLC implementation.  This
time the MARBI to implementation was 4 to 10 months, including folding in the
MARC 21 Update No. 11 quite quickly.  Because of RDA, we had to make a lot
of guesses about how data would be entered and used and how people might want
to access it, especially regarding indexing of some of the new RDA elements.  We
have the two overlapping indexing teams—Bibliographic and Authorities—and
we go though newly defined fields, subfields, and values to determine the needs
for any new indexes and/or their incorporation into any already existing indexes.  
There is a smaller group that makes decisions about conversions of both existing
data and data that arrives via batch processes, and draws up specifications for any
conversions.  There’s also a small group that discusses any card print issues; this
time around, it was an interesting philosophical conundrum to think about the
possibility of an institution both still receiving cards and planning to implement
RDA.
******************************************************************
OCLC Policy Statement on RDA Cataloging in WorldCat for the U.S. Testing
Period
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·

ALA Publishing allowing free access to RDA from its publication date
through August 31, 2010.

·

Timeline for testing:
· First 90-day period:  testing participants will familiarize
themselves with the content of RDA and the RDA Toolkit.
· Second 90-day period:  testing participants will produce records
· Third 90-day period:  Steering Committee for the testing will
evaluate the results and produce its report, which will be shared
with the broader library community (expected to be around April
2011).

·

Widespread adoption of RDA within the U.S. is not expected until after this
evaluation report is released.  At that time, OCLC is committed to supporting
OCLC members who wish to implement RDA in their libraries but will not
require that all libraries adopt RDA.

·
·

·

OCLC urges that cataloging staff members take time to become familiar with
the content and use of RDA before beginning the creation of RDA records.
· LC has made available a variety of training materials at:  http://
www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatraining.html
· LC describes the test methodology and posts other test documents
at http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/
General guidelines on editing records:
· Do not change an existing full-level master record, for materials
other than continuing resources, from AACR2 to RDA or from
RDA to AACR2.
· Minimal-level or less-than-minimal level records may be changed
from AACR2 to RDA when being upgraded to full-level; they
should not be changed back to AACR2.
· If a record created according to either AACR2 or RDA already
exists in WorldCat, do not create a duplicate cataloged according to
the other code.

******************************************************************
Connexion Client Version 2.20: Released 2010 June 21
Connexion client Version 2.20 is a 32-bit and 64-bit compatible version of
Connexion client which will work with 64-bit versions of Windows XP, Windows
Vista, and Windows 7.  The only change in this version is the addition of 64-bit
compatibility; only users who want to run Connexion client under 64-bit versions
of Windows need to upgrade to this version.  OCLC will continue to support
Connexion client 2.10 for all other users.  Connexion client is the Windows-based
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interface to Connexion.  This announcement has no effect on the Connexion
browser, which is the Web-based interface to Connexion.  Information about
Connexion client and a link to download the software is at:  http://www.oclc.
org/connexion/interface/client/enhancements/recent.htm.  View the upgrade
instructions here:  http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/
gettingstarted/gettingstarted/#update_client.fm
Connexion Client Version 2.30: Scheduled Late 2010/Early 2011
Connexion client version 2.30 will include enhancements to the existing
functionality.  We have not finalized all of the details of what changes will be
included, but it will include links to the RDA Toolkit.  More information will
be announced at a later time.  Version 2.30 will be compatible with both 32-bit
and 64-bit versions of Microsoft Windows.  All Connexion client users will be
required to upgrade to version 2.30 after it is released.  OCLC will determine the
end of life date for versions 2.10 and 2.20 when version 2.30 is released.  OCLC
expects to release Connexion client 2.30 in late 2010 or early 2011.
******************************************************************
Expert Community Update
In response to requests from the cataloging community, OCLC introduced
the Expert Community Experiment, which ran from February-August 2009.  
Members with full-level cataloging authorizations were given the ability to
improve, upgrade, and make more changes than previously to WorldCat master
records.  The Experiment was a success, and all functionality continues as part of
the Expert Community.
· During the six-month “Experiment” period, 108,766 Expert Community
replaces were done, an average of over 18,000 per month, by just over
1,000 institutions each month.
· Between August 2009 and May 2010, the number of institutions
participating per month has actually risen to an average of 1,023; over
219,000 replaces have taken place, a little under 22,000 per month.
We’ve also seen a dramatic decrease in the number of change requests, both paper
and electronic, that we receive.  Cutting that by more than half from FY 2008 to
FY 2010 has allowed us to focus on other clean-up activity, especially manual
review of DDR “near matches.”
13. Old Business
                 Report on RBMS and DCRM(C) (Nancy Kandoian)
Editorial groups appointed by the Bibliographic Standards Committee (BSC)
of RBMS are hard at work on their respective manuals, for music,
manuscripts, graphics and—of most interest to us—cartographic materials.
The working documents, very early drafts, and issues up for discussion are
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among the materials of interest posted on the Descriptive Cataloging of
Rare Materials (Cartographic) (DCRM(C)) wiki.  These may be viewed at
http://dcrmc.pbworks.com.  Discussion papers on four specific topics are
posted at:
http://www.rbms.info/committees/bibliographic_standards/dcrm/dcrmc/dcrmc.
html, and we welcome MAGERT CCC comments and input on these (and other)
issues:
the transcription of I/J/U/V when converting case, supplying geographic
coverage area as other title information, transcription of dedications and
statements of privilege, and combining information from various parts of a
map.  Please send your input to Seanna Tsung (stsu@loc.gov) or to me, Nancy
Kandoian (nkandoian@nypl.org).  We regret that Carolyn Kadri, one of our
CCC members formerly on the DCRM(C) editorial group, has decided to
withdraw.  
For updates on other issues of interest from the BSC (e.g., BIBCO standard
record, publication of examples to accompany DCRM(B), revision of Standard
Citation Forms for Rare Book Cataloging), watch for the upcoming minutes of
the BSC meeting online at http://www.rbms.info/committees/bibliographic_standards/conference-docs/index.html, and various committee documents at
http://www.rbms.info/committees/bibliographic_standards/index.shtml.
(Note: Because I missed much of the BSC meeting at ALA, I am not able to give
you highlights at this time.)
One other RBMS item of interest to us map catalogers:  the RBMS Regional
Workshops Committee is planning a repeat of their successful and popular
workshop on Latin for Rare Materials Catalogers.  This is scheduled for
October at the Lilly Library at Indiana University.
14. New Business
a. MAGERT marketing plan (Kathy Weimer)
Kathy briefed us on the background of the MAGERT marketing plan.  She asked
the committee to review its content and think of specific ways to implement its
recommendations where it is appropriate.  The marketing plan may be viewed
at http://connect.ala.org/files/57439/magert_marketing_assessment_and_plan_
pdf_61385.pdf
b. Cataloging section of Map Collection Security Guidelines,
MAGERT Task Force on Library Security for Cartographic
Resources
The Map Collection Security Guidelines Administrative Summary brochure is
available in the MAGERT booth during the exhibition.  The guidelines may be
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viewed at http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/magert/MapSecurityGuidelines2007.
pdf
15. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.    
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy Wong

MAGERT Thanks the Sponsors of the events at
ALA Annual 2010 in Washington, D.C.

30th Anniversary Dinner Sponsors

GIS in EVERY Library: Making it Happen
Program Sponsors

30th Anniversary Raﬄe Sponsor
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Executive Board II Minutes
ALA Annual Conference 2010
Washington, D.C. • June 28, 2010

1. Officer reports
A. Chair (Kathy Weimer): Kathy reported that the program and conference
had gone well. ALA’s John Chraska would like us to keep in touch about
the marketing plan developed by the Emerging Leaders.
B. Vice-Chair (Marcy Bidney): The planning for the next conference
program is proceeding. Our preliminary title for the program is “There’s a
Map for That.”
C. Past Chair (Carolyn Kadri): We had a lively bylaws discussion, we
will revise the Constitution and Bylaws and folks will be hearing from the
committee about the revisions.
D. Treasurer (Mike Smith): Mike reported that despite spending some
money for our reception and the program, we also took in enough that
MAGERT is still in good financial shape. Please send any reimbursable
receipts you may have to him.
E. Secretary (Edith Scarletto): Please send any committee minutes to Edith
by July 9th.
2. Committee Reports
a. GeoTech (Tracey Hughes)
The GeoTech Committee discussed the revision to its purpose/mission/
duties statements in addition to new projects the Committee might
undertake.  Discussion at the meeting focused on those topics as well
as on the possibilities of the Microsoft Surface device for map display
and interaction.  For future meetings, it was requested that the GeoTech
meetings be scheduled so that they are aligned with the GIS Discussion
meeting.
b. Cataloging and Classification (Susan Moore)
There were about 20 people at the meeting. The committee discussed
having a program for 2012, “Cartographic materials in RDA.”
c. Publications (Hallie Pritchett),
With regard to the marketing report, it concludes that we are doing well,
and Publications is a “key element” to success. We currently have two
publications, not including the new security brochures. We also have
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two new upcoming electronic publications. Chris Kollen will be head
of one subcommittee and Kathleen Weessies will take over as chair of
publications.
1. A final bound version of Jim’s cartoon book, Great Moments in
Map Librarianship, is in production at ALA.
2. base line is doing fine. Steve Rogers will stay on as editor. The
committee is also looking at digitizing previous issues of base line.
3. Coordinates - David Allen will step down as editor soon.
The committee is putting together a task force to look at
Coordinates more closely before looking for another editor.
4. Meridian - We are committed to putting the backfile up on the
Web by Labor Day. Still to be done are conversions of TIFF to
PDF, finalize the copy and the archive will all be online.
5. In addition, the committee is considering reinvigorating the
County Coordinates project, one of our open file reports, as only 13
are complete. More information will be forthcoming. Publications
will start by setting up a standard, and information about who
might participate will be gathered.
6. Our Map scanning registry can perhaps be combined with
WAML’s. We’ll see if the University of Arizona can host it.
7. The Wiki is still working but we may move to ALA Connect and
drop our Wiki if the ALA Connect functionality works.
8. For the website, the switch to Drupal will occur in September,
and it might provide the opportunity for other MAGERT members
to assist the webmaster, Colleen Cahill.
9. Sales of our pubs now are only by check or money order. Pubs
is looking into the possibility of selling the new publications
through the ALA Online Bookstore or via an online form, therefore
accommodating today's more common payment methods of credit
cards and library purchase orders.
d. Membership (Roger Knouff)
MAGERT membership dropped by four people. Student membership is
up by a few. In the short list of institutional/corporate members, there was
a question about whether SimplyMap can be a member (Mary McInroy
mentioned they want to join). Carole volunteered to create a Facebook
page to increase membership, and friend library schools. It will link to
MAGERT pages.  Roger was asked if we have a potential member letter.
He will adapt the current letter to send out.
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e. Education (Carole McAuliffe)
The committee talked about the marketing assessment plan and the role
the committee can play, continuing their outreach work with webinars and
social networking. They are investigating technical needs for a link, topics
for webinars, based on survey info and program evaluations.  They want to
utilize Facebook, try to use ALA Connect, and chat this fall so that we can
talk about a hot topic: data management and NSF requirements for data
depositories. They are developing online resources using the marketing
assessment, looking at building educational resources, the internships
directory and more links to core competencies, and how incorporate them.
For library schools, they are continuing to do outreach. They talked about
building more promotional materials.  They talked about reaching out to
geography departments as well as to library schools. The committee wants
to create an online resource for students to explain what map and GIS
librarianship is. Carole noted she is also looking for virtual members for
the Education Committee.
Mary McInroy asked if people living or working close to library schools
could take information and go into classes?
Marcy suggested this be put on agenda for Midwinter and that we create a
format for others, set scripts, prepackaged PowerPoint, etc.
Education Assembly (Carole’s report)
More information about the possible closing or reorganization of two
library school programs: Louisiana State University and the University of
Illinois.  Strategies for saving and/or altering the programs were discussed.
LSU’s School of Library and Information Science is under considerable
duress, due to severe budget cuts at the state level.  They hope the
School can be saved but at this point there are many uncertainties.
The University of Illinois Graduate School of Library and Information
Science successfully avoided a plan to merge with the College of Media.  
Discussion surrounded the state of library education. It is worrisome if it is
shown that universities can cut the only accredited library school program
in the state. There is an ALA Connect group focusing on this topic.
f. Constitution and Bylaws (Carolyn Kadri)
Eight people met this morning to discuss revising the documents. The
documents have not been updated yet. We are restructuring them to
collapse into a single bylaws document. The emphasis is on streamlining
and simplifying, and bringing them up to date.
We are reflecting on what we need to do. It was a hairsplitting session, but
very productive. There is much more work to do before it is presented to
membership.
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Kathy noted that the new position of fundraising should be added to the
documents. We need someone to provide stability and more activity in this
area. Marketing was discussed as a formal discussion before, but should
be included as part of membership.  Roger felt they were bound together.
3. Discussion Group Reports
a. Joint meeting of Collection Management/GIS Discussion Group (Marcy
Bidney)
The Collection Management & GIS Discussion groups joint meeting was
well received and well attended.  Eighteen people were present. Marcy
charged the group to consider doing more online work, and there was a
lively discussion, and a lot of interest.  Attendees agreed that they need to
look at having virtual members.
b. ALCTS-CCS/MAGERT Cartographic Resources Cataloging Interest
Group needs a new chair, although Paige Andrew may have committed.
There was discussion of what members plan to do with RDA, folks are
still waiting for guidelines, some folks have previews they shared. OCLC
gave a rundown on activities re: RDA, handed out a page of decisions on
what to during interim period. In OCLC for full level, they will to try to
catalog in RDA (successor to AACR2) with guidelines.
Susan Moore mentioned that someone at ALA had a printout (over 1,400
pages) and they will offer both print and online versions of RDA.
Kathy asked how to announce the virtual meeting? Marcy will still
schedule time at Midwinter, if they still choose to have an Interest Group
meeting, if choose to meet before, then skip the meeting and it will be an
open time slot. Also have to get in touch with ALCTS, Susan will do so
(or Paige).
Kathy Weimer noted that in the RBMS program, the FBI agent mentioned
that our security guidelines were good.
Council Resolution
The resolution will go to ALA Council on Tuesday morning for
MAGERT’s 30th Anniversary (Pete Reehling). Pete will present it to
Council.
4. New Business
1. Executive Board I meeting times (general discussion)
Kathy Weimer: Next conference with the condensed schedule and travel
complications of the West Coast (Midwinter is in San Diego), we may
need to consider having Exec I meet on Friday night instead of Saturday
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morning. That time slot could go to others then. Kathy asked for ideas.
Hallie tried to explain the reasoning behind the change and how it might
work. Chris (and others) said she doesn’t like evening meetings. Kathy
suggested we could do late afternoon instead. Scott McEathron suggested
that the Chair and Vice-Chair contact Board members and then suggest a
time that everyone agrees upon.
Chris Kollen noted that sometimes travel is an issue on Friday night, and
was opposed to evening meetings.
Mary added that the Round Table Coordinating Committee needs to be
well attended by representatives from MAGERT on that Friday also.
Marcy will be in contact with the Board and other active members and see
what people think about the proposed change.
2. Promotion guidelines
Hallie suggested that for MAGERT’s new brochure and logo, we need to
create guidelines for use of the logo, changing colors, skew, etc. and how
it can be appropriately used. She would like to put something together
and put it on the website, where a downloadable version could be placed.
We have a nice supply of brochures. Jim Coombs will remain the keeper
of these, as well as other publications until something else can be worked
out.
She asked what the standards are for requesting and having these items
for events? Perhaps we need guidelines for when their use is official and
appropriate?
Good use suggestions? Carole said that going to library schools is one
good use of these. (In an aside, John Chraska (ALA) covered the cost of
this printing, but we are responsible for any further printings.) Someone
asked if reproduction could be done on a desktop printer in color with duplexes? Hallie feels that they should be professionally printed, as it is represents us and is an important reflection of how people see MAGERT. If it
is an official publication, then it should be official (professionally printed)
and requested from Jim Coombs. Marcy noted that there is no difference
from what is printed on a desktop printer versus the ALA printing. The
discussion was tabled for later. For now, talk to Hallie and send requests
for materials to Jim. There might still be a acceptable version available on
our website in downloadable format.
3. Program Details
Hallie noted that we had a good conference program, but minor details
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seemed to be overlooked.  She recommended there needs to be an official
checklist for program organizers. Kathy, Marcy and Hallie will create this
in the form of a helpful checklist. It will include timelines, planning tips,
thank-you notes, etc. Roger said he has one we could use as a model.
4. Kathy Weimer asked for ideas for honors and awards and donors,
and said that it might be more meaningful to have a named honor. It
was suggested that we have a Jan Dixon memorial honor, or a memorial
scholarship for a student to help with attending a conference. The
discussion continued.
5. We still need someone to fill the MAGERT fundraiser position.
Carole noted that ReferenceUSA said they would be interested in a
sponsorship role.  She will forward this information on to Marcy.
PolicyMap was mentioned as another possible sponsor. They provide
access to a great deal of economic, social and demographic data, there is a
relatively low cost, and they have much of the actual data for the country.
It was suggested they might come to talk about their products.
Scott thought this was a good idea, since ALA has a structure for creating
scholarships, and these businesses would have funds to assist with a
sponsorship.
The meeting adjourned.
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New Maps and Cartographic Materials,
Along with Other Items of Interest
David J. Bertuca, Map Librarian
University at Buffalo Libraries Map Collection

Summer is almost gone. For many of you, semesters are beginning, students are
filling the schools, and the pace quickens. For others, the change is not as dynamic, since work is constant throughout the year.
New maps and atlases over the spring and summer reflect a little of both: some
items are in step with the seasons, while others keep rolling in at a normal pace.
I have put together a brief column this issue, but one containing some interesting
materials of note. I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and we’ll see you this
autumn.

New MAGERT Publications
Map Collection Security Guidelines (MAGERT Electronic Publications Series;
no. 8).
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/magert/publicationsab/MAP%20COLLECTION%20SECUR.pdf
Produced by the MAGERT Task Force on Security for Cartographic Resources,
this new work provides the map librarian with the tools to develop a good security
policy for his or her collection.
GIS in EVERY Library: Making it Happen (MAGERT Electronic Publications
Series; no. 9).
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/magert/publicationsab/GIS_Program_Top_5_
Re.pdf
Subtitle: “The Top 5 GIS Resources from our panelists and MAGERT Board
Members.” A panel of map librarians each compiled a select list of the most useful
resources, and the MAGERT Board has added their own favorites. This is a good
starting point for GIS librarians, or for librarians who are planning on becoming
GIS librarians in the future.
See also the listing for other MAGERT publications of interest: http://www.ala.
org/ala/mgrps/rts/magert/publicationsab/publicationsa.cfm.

Maps
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North American Environmental Atlas: Mapping Our Shared Environment = Atlas environnemental de l’Amérique du Nord:cartographie d’un environnement
nord-américain commun = Atlas Ambiental de América del Norte: Cartografía
de un Medio Ambiente Compartido. Washington, D.C.: United States of America,
2010. 1 map: col. ; 90 x 105 cm. Scale: 1:10,000,000.
If you wish to acquire a nice map showing North America, with current names
(e.g., Nunavut), this one will be perfect. The map includes Greenland (Kalaallit
Nunaat) and the North Pole, with the south ending  with the edge of South
America, meaning that Central America is shown (though the map does not tint it
as part of North America). The west side ends with Russia and the Bering Strait,
and east goes as far as the Shetlands.
The map projection (Lambert azimuthal equal area projection, centered on 450N—
1000W) does not create the perception of distortion, making it easy to view.
National and state/province boundaries are clearly marked; major cities and roads
are indicated, and the color is subtle, making it easy to read for most people. No
relief is indicated, except for depths that are shown by bathymetric tints. Glaciers
and ice fields are indicated by tints.
Cities are shown using the standard type size, which shows higher populations
having larger names than smaller. These are given in the legend to assist in
approximate population matching.
The map is a joint publication of the U.S., Canadian, and Mexican governments,
and is available through them. URLs are given for agencies involved so that you
can order directly (Our copy came as SuDoc: I19.79:EN 8/SPAN.-FR.-ENG.).
This is a nice map: good color, easy to read, and with some text and data. It would
be a great map to display or use for study. Scope is for grade-school through adult.
Languages include English, French, and Spanish.

New Maps from ITMB
International Travel Maps & Books continually releases new or revised editions
of maps of countries and regions. The maps are high-quality, detailed, and
aesthetically rendered, providing map coverage to places that may not be easily
accessible from other producers. Below is a brief list of the most current maps.
For maps listing two scales below, the larger scale is for the city map that is
included on the opposite side from the country map. All may be ordered directly
(http://itmb.com/travel_maps.htm) or through your regular vendor:
•

Japan Travel Reference Map 1:1,100,000 – ISBN: 9781553416500
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•
•
•
•
•
•

South East Asia Travel Reference Map 1:4,000,000 – ISBN:
9781553410775
Canada Travel Reference Map 1:6,000,000 – ISBN: 9781553411581
Israel and Palestine Travel Reference Map 1:225,000 – ISBN:
9781553412601
Ho Chi Minh Travel Reference Map 1:15,000/300,000 – ISBN:
9781553416395
Rio De Janeiro/Brasil East Coast Travel Reference Map
1:12,500/1:3,000,000 – ISBN: 9781553416845
Europe Railways Travel Reference Map 1:3,350 000 – ISBN:
9781553410348

Jerusalem & Israel North Scale 1:10,000/225,000. Richmond, B.C.: ITMB;
Ottawa, Ont.: World of Maps, 2010. (ISBN: 9781553416531). 2 maps on 1 sheet:
both sides, col.; on sheet, 99 x 69 cm. Scale: 1:10,000 and 1:225,000.
One other map that I came across after compiling the above list, is this new
release from ITMB, the two maps cover: Jerusalem [1st ed.], scale 1:10,000 –
Israel North [2nd. ed.], scale 1:225,000. Relief is represented by hypsometric tints
and spot heights. Inset maps include: West Bank – City of David – The Old City –
Israel Railways – Jerusalem Light Rail.
These maps show a wide variety of data and are useful for more than travel. They
would be useful for anyone wishing to study the region.

Websites and Resources
Slick Stuff on Slick Stuff

BP Oil Disaster (Sierra Club)
http://www.sierraclub.org/oilspill/map/
A number of maps and sites have shown the Gulf Oil Disaster well, and though
things have apparently come to a conclusion, it is good to know that modern
disasters are being covered by so many creative people. This one shows the
situation and is worth adding to your list of links in the Year of Sludge.
As part of my quest of archiving the world, I have added a few other related links
below:
NOAA Oil Spill map: www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse
American Bird Conservancy map: http://www.abcbirds.org/gulf_spill_map.html
Gulf Spill Maps relating to nature (Daily Green): http://www.thedailygreen.
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com/environmental-news/latest/bp-gulf-oil-spill-map-0517
Tracking the Oil Spill in the Gulf (NY Times): http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/05/01/us/20100501-oil-spill-tracker.html
This one is great because you can slide a chronological scale to view the spill as it
grows and recedes over time.
Oil Spill in size to your neighborhood: http://paulrademacher.com/oilspill/
Most of you may have seen this, but it is good to have it with the rest of the links.
2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill: http://www.nola.com/news/gulf-oil-spill/deepwater-disaster/index.ssf
This one is amazing. You see an animated view of the slick over time, and also an
underwater cross-section showing what was going on in trying to stop the flow.
Included is a dynamic text box stating what is happening; it changes as the time
changes. The map covers the days from April 20-July 28.

Oil Spill Crisis Map: http://www.oilspill.labucketbrigade.org/
Satellite Pictures: Gulf Oil Spill’s Evolution (NGS): http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/05/photogalleries/100504-gulf-of-mexico-oil-spill-environment-nation-pictures.

Websites and Internet Resources
Global Studies (HistoryTeacher.net)
http://www.historyteacher.net/GlobalStudies/GlobalStudiesMainPage.htm
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This site has been developed by a teacher to provide maps and geographical data
on countries and continents of the world. Depending on the region, resources will
be more or less comprehensive, depending on need. The example above on Africa
will show some of the depth of this site.
It would be very useful for students and teachers from grade-school through
college. One note, however: some of the links are not working.
Africa Early History in Maps
http://www.historyteacher.net/GlobalStudies/Africa_EarlyHistory.htm
From the above website, this page contains maps for almost any topic relating to
Africa (from beginning history on); this is a good site to remember. Maps show
historic development, culture and economics, religion, colonial history, and many
more topics. Also, outline maps, relief, political, and other maps provide a great
selection. Since it is developed for use in global studies teaching, it is appropriate
for students from grade-school through adult learner.
Atlas of the World
http://www.hoeckmann.de/
For locating maps for almost any country, and almost any topic, this site is worth
remembering. It is in German, but translating terms is not too difficult, even for a
non-German speaker. Maps have thumbnails making it easy to select the correct
one. Website owner Thomas Höckmann has spent some time compiling a very
useful site.
The maps are supplemented with links to additional map sites on the same country. Also included are links to photographs and country resources. See the country
example below on Guatemala for an idea of what is available.
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This site would be helpful to anyone from grade-school through adult and has
many uses.
Guatemala Atlas ein Land in thematischen Karten eine Link-Sammlung:
Guatemala map, carte, mapa, carta
http://www.hoeckmann.de/karten/amerika-nord/guatemala/index.htm

Studies of a country—at any level—are enhanced and studies are made easier
when maps are involved. This is an example of one country being covered in
all facets. This website is in German, but navigation is helped with thumbnails,
though translating terms is quite easy. Maps include a wide range of topics and
types, with links to more maps. There are also links to photographs and other
materials on Guatemala.
This site would be helpful to anyone from grade-school through adult and has
many uses.
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Islands of the World
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/io.htm

Do you need to locate a map of the island of Mahe? Or perhaps you are looking
for maps showing an archipelago such as the Maldives. This website (at WorldAtlas.com) provides a selection of maps for a large number of islands in the world.
In addition, each page gives a list of links to additional maps for the island from
other websites. It can assist in locating an island’s location, something about the
island, and maps that give enough detail for users. It can also be quite handy for
someone wondering about some vague island they heard about but cannot envision or identify.   This site is useful for all ages of learners.
Internet’s Undersea World
http://api.ning.com/files/1hen6SZkC-p2sPpLKpllH9WLiZmo-hNfRsUvOQTFZVX3VXxyXieeJZN5cHIQeedfbGHSMGzTHKj65g4BuS7taz4cUK98B75U/internetSeaCableguardian.jpg
Not all of the Internet’s infrastructure is overhead (in space). Physical wires
and cables are essential to maintaining the super-highway. This map shows the
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concentrations of wires, capacity and bandwidth. It is just right for someone
needing a map to add to an Internet communication paper.
Live Piracy Map (International Maritime Bureau)
http://www.icc-ccs.org/index.php?option=com_fabrik&view=visualization&contr
oller=visualization.googlemap&Itemid=219

This map shows all the piracy and armed robbery incidents reported to the IMB
Piracy Reporting Centre during 2010. If exact coordinates are not provided,
estimated positions are shown based on information provided. Zoom-in and click
on the pointers to view more information of an individual attack. Pointers may be
superimposed on each other. Maps go back to 2005, so historical studies may be
made, as well as keeping up with current activity.
It is a great example of what can be done with maps and real-time data to produce
a valuable tool. This is a good site for any level user, but also quite handy for
those working in GIS who want to see models of successful projects. It is also
good for maritime or political science studies.
Mapperz: the Mapping News Blog
http://mapperz.blogspot.com/
This blog’s objective is “to provide you with the best maps and services that are
currently available online.” The author searches for links to news and topics that
include maps for visualizing their themes. Mapperz would be useful to students
from grade school through adult learner. It provides a diverse array of map and
cartographic materials.
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News Map
http://muti.co.za/static/newsmap.html
Another map-to-news site, News Map allows you to click on a country and get a
list of news articles about that country. It is not as sophisticated as similar sites
reviewed here, but it does provide good links for each topic covered.
News Map is suitable for grade school through adult learner.
World News Atlas
http://www.mapreport.com/

This is an interesting way to visualize news around the world. The main map
has icons showing where and what category of news article exists for a location.
Clicking on the icon brings up the article (articles are from various news
services). There is also an archive so that you can go backward in time to see
news by month and year.
This would be of interest to most any user, and would serve students learning how
to find news articles and resources.
Maps of the World: a Collection of World, Country and City Maps
http://mapsof.net/
If you are looking for a good selection of thematic maps of any continent or
country in the world, this site is a very good place to begin. Starting with either
a map, or by using a comprehensive destination gazetteer, you are able to access
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maps and satellite photos for almost anywhere. The site has maps from continent
to city level and lets you choose from a variety of themes, using thumbnails or
text lists. To see how this site is organized, visit the URL using Africa (see below).
This is a great site for grade-school through adult learner who needs a good visual
of a place, also with a specific theme.
Africa Thematic Maps
http://mapsof.net/africa
For the study of any country or region, having a good selection of maps can make
any project easier. This page has gathered together a variety of thematic maps
of Africa. You can scroll down the page viewing thumbnails of maps for a large
number of themes. Also available are maps of individual countries in Africa,
which are given the same detailed listing of maps.
Wikimedia Commons Atlas of the World
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Atlas
Hard to believe I am suggesting this site, but you have to see it to realize that
the Wikimedia Atlas of the World has been populated with a comprehensive set
of maps covering every geographic location imaginable, with a wide range of
themes. Many of these maps were produced by reliable sources (or in many cases
“borrowed”) and therefore this is not a bad place to go for maps online.
Each map is good to high quality, and references are given.
This is a good site for maps for almost any user and any use.
Maps Page on Ethiopia
http://myweb.unomaha.edu/~tdoerr/geog3000/maps.htm
Sites like this one provide focused access to maps on specific locations. In this
example, the compiler located links to maps of Ethiopia on a variety of themes.
The page is simple and well organized. It would make for a good model for
students wishing to create their own pages for countries or for specific topics.
Religiously Remapped: Mapping Religious Trends in Africa
http://www.religiouslyremapped.info/
If religion in Africa is your field of study, then this website is perfect. It is the
result of a research study and contains a wealth of data, but most impressively,
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it provides maps showing data for individual religions. This is a great way to
graphically show populations of religions, using country-by-country data. Maps
are located under “Religious Profiles” and the pull-down menu lists a large
number of religions.  Data has been gathered from a variety of reliable sources,
which are listed in a bibliography.
This map would be good for research in African studies, religious studies, or for
anyone needing such data. It is useful for grade-school through adult learner.
Global Mapping International
http://www.gmi.org/wlms/users/huffman/
Though this organization site is devoted to religious aspects of geography, there is
plenty for other map people to find here.
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“GMI is a faith-based nonprofit organization dedicated to furthering God’s
mission in the world through research, mapping and information technology
services.”—About page.
The mission of this organization is to produce maps, GIS applications, and textual
data to further the spread of evangelical teachings. Maps are being produced
in paper, CD-ROM, and electronic formats. GMI also is involved in a variety
of mapping services, including production, custom mapping, and GIS training:
http://www.gmi.org/services/mappingservices/
In addition, you may want to view some of their activities that provide thematic
maps on other topics:
Seamless Digital Chart of the World, listed as “the most up-to-date global
base map available” http://www.gmi.org/products/gis/sdcw/
• World Language Mapping System Comprehensive, that uses “geographic
data based on the Ethnologue” http://www.gmi.org/products/gis/wlms/
• Populated Places Database http://www.gmi.org/products/gis/gmms/databases/populatedplacesdatabase/
• South Asia Peoples, Languages and Religions: District-level demographics on the peoples of South Asia http://www.gmi.org/products/gis/southasia/
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Operation World site (http://www.gmi.org/) with additional map services.

While this is a narrow field, with specific objectives that may not appeal to all
users, the maps being produced are well-drawn and may be of interest to those
studying world religions, languages and ethnic populations. Some of the maps
would also be of interest for country and ethnic studies.
Silk Road Project
http://www.silkroadproject.org/tabid/36/default.aspx
Recently, I was working with one of our distinguished professors (who is a heavy
map user, which may also have helped him to become distinguished) and he asked
me to locate maps showing the ancient Silk Road routes. He was looking for
maps to use in coursework that would be clear and easy to read, with relatively
high quality. While I hunted for the best maps for his course, I came across some
wonderful map and geography websites and resources. This is one of them.
The Silk Road Project is “Inspired by the cultural traditions of the historical Silk
Road, the Silk Road Project is a catalyst, promoting innovation and learning
through the arts. Our vision is to connect the world’s neighborhoods by bringing
together artists and audiences around the globe.”—About Us page.
The Project gathers together fine and performing arts, both relating to Silk Road
countries, and to the world. They produce events and performances, post research
articles and other materials that include text, images, maps, music, and poetry.
There are teaching materials for instructors and students. Curriculum guides,
reading lists (for children and adults), recordings and videos, and a variety of
other materials. This site is devoted to supporting a wide range of activities, and
to providing inspiration to learners around the world. It would be interesting and
useful for anyone from grade-school through adult.
Animation of All Nuclear Explosions From 1945-1998
http://www.wimp.com/nuclearexplosions/
From the slow-moving Silk Road caravans across Asia, to high-tech destructive
power, we move to the page below:
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Here is an interesting visual map that graphically shows its theme very well.
Beginning with the first nuclear test explosions, and running through 1998, you
can see visually, and with statistics, how many nuclear explosions occurred
throughout the world. Each detonation has an audible note and visuals are sized
to the strength of the explosions. The animation begins slowly, so patience is
required for the first few years. After that, it is shocking and amazing.
This is a nice, simple visualization that would appeal to grade-school through
adult learner, and would be useful for anyone trying to show the proliferation of
nuclear weapons worldwide.
The Map Room: a Blog About Maps
http://www.mcwetboy.net/maproom
This site discusses everything from collecting maps to the latest in geospatial
technology from a generalist’s perspective. “The Map Room is a blog that points
to maps, map collections, map-related resources, and material about maps on the
web. Anything that fits under that rubric, from medieval mappæ mundi to satellite
imagery, and from topo maps to Tolkien, is fair game.”—Main page.
The Map Room was started 2003, and is aimed at a broad audience, from
professional cartographers to “anyone with nothing more than an interest in
maps.”
Geo-Cartographia: a Webliography of Cartographic Resources for Fledgling
Map Makers
http://www.karenvagts.com/articles/vagts_cartobibliography.html
Are you working with students who need to make maps? Or are you trying to
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learn more about cartography and GIS so that you can either produce or just be
better informed about the process? Here is a website to visit.
“Cartography is the science and art of map making. With the introduction of
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and mapping websites, people other than
professionally-trained cartographers now can produce maps easily. To ensure
that a map is appropriately designed for its intended purpose requires knowledge
of cartographic tools and options. The sources provided here offer a basic
introduction to the technical and mathematical aspects of map making.”—Main
page.
Here is a wonderful website with the “rest of us” in mind. Karen Vagts designed
this to be a good tool for non-professional cartographers and map enthusiasts.
She offers a resource guide to topics, including: Glossaries & Definitions,
Mathematical & Geodesic Aspects, Map Projections, Scales, Toponomy, Map
Design, Software & Data Sets, Books, and many others. There are some nice
tools for mappers, such as software: Color Brewer: http://www.personal.psu.edu/
cab38/ColorBrewer/ColorBrewer.html; Map Symbol Brewer: http://www.carto.
net/schnabel/mapsymbolbrewer; and Type Brewer: http://www.typebrewer.org/
typebrewer.html, which provide the cartographer with helpful applications for
designing good quality maps. GIS data and instructional support round out the
available resources.
This website is suitable for grade school through adult, and may also be helpful
for college level students with either some or no cartographic training.
Geologia
http://geologia-parana.blogspot.com/
For more reviews of books for mapping and geography, this site has a long list.
Mostly the books are in geology but a number are map related. The site is in
Spanish, but English is used in the book reviews.

Books
Barber, Peter and Harper Tom. Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda and Art.
London: British Library, 2010 (ISBN: 0712350934). 176 p.: col. ill., col. maps.
“Published on the occasion of the exhibition held at the British Library, London,
April 30-Sept. 29, 2010.”—Catalog.

base line 31(4): 43

I have not seen much on this as it is to be published September 1, but it looks to
be an interesting work. Visit the exhibit page http://www.bl.uk/whatson/exhibitions/magnificentmaps/index.html and see what it is all about.
“Magnificent Maps showcases the British Library’s unique collection of largescale display maps, many of which have never been exhibited before, and
demonstrates why maps are about far more than geography.

The exhibition includes large-scale, impressive maps from the 1400s to the
present day, including the largest atlas in the world, the Klencke Atlas of 1660.
It suggests the settings in which they might originally have been seen – from the
palace to the schoolroom and the home – reveals the themes that unite them, and
highlights the sheer artistry that was involved in their production.
Magnificent Maps will also explore the reason behind the construction of these
visually arresting works of art. Which range from maps used for indoctrination or
expressions of local pride to irrefutable statements of power and illustrations of
rulers’ spheres of influence.”—Exhibit site.
Weatherhill, C.A. Concise Dictionary of Cornish Place-Names. Cnoc Sceichín,
Éire: Evertype, 2009 (ISBN: 9781904808220). xix, 89 p.
I have always been fascinated by Cornwall, England. Along with this, I enjoy
gazetteers and other similar documents. If your library gets requests for materials
relating to western England, this book may prove invaluable.
To make this work easier to use, the author has placed the 3,300 names into
categories (e.g., Rivers, estuaries, & lakes) so that one does not need to go
through the entire work to locate names for specific features. Entries are very
brief, usually having just the reference to where the name was found. Some
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entries do contain references to original languages that the terms came from, and
some also provide definitions for the named places.
The Dictionary includes introductory sections on etymology of Cornish words,
along with aids to reading the names. Although it provides very brief entries, it
does provide enough to locate specific names.
This book would be useful for map collections, and for collections serving
research in literature, language and etymology, history, and other similar fields.
It also would be useful to high-school and college students. It is not an essential
work, but for those needing such a narrow scope, it will be very helpful.
Bassett, Thomas J. and Winter-Nelson, Alex E. The Atlas of World Hunger.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010 (ISBN: 9780226039077). 201 p.: ill.
(some col.), col. maps.
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The topic of world hunger is as acute as the world water supply. At present, world
hunger is a leading cause of death, war, and large-scale disaster. The authors
address the topic with dozens of maps and statistics to help visualize the situation,
related causes and effects, along with trends for the future.
The contents include topics such as: malnutrition, patterns of hunger within
countries, sources of hunger, national resources, technology, poverty, and
conditions and events that increase hunger situations.
This is a good work for high-school through adult learner, and provides a variety
of descriptions of all phases of hunger. It would be a very good resource in any
library. An e-book edition is also available: http://site.ebrary.com/id/10389557
Shuchman, Robert A. and, Josberger, Edward G. Bering Glacier:
Interdisciplinary Studies of Earth’s Largest Temperate Surging Glacier Boulder,
Colo.: Geological Society of America, 2010 (ISBN: 9780813724621) (Special
paper; 462). xiii, 384 p.: ill. (some col.), maps.
Current environmental concerns have drawn attention to the changing Arctic
regions. This book provides a multi-disciplinary examination of the Bering
Glacier, in context with its history and ecology.
There are 24 articles included in this work. The contents of the articles cover
every aspect, large or small, relating to the glacier and its impact on the
surroundings. Photographs, maps, and statistical tables accompany the text and
are of high quality.
The work includes articles on topics such as: geology, climatology, biology
and life sciences, ecology, hydrology, geography, and mapping, among others.
This work would be useful to geology students and researchers, as well as to
meteorologists, humanities, and natural history students.
Groppelli , Gianluca and Vierech-Goette, Lothar. Stratigraphy and Geology of
Volcanic Areas. Boulder, Colo.: Geological Society of America, 2010 (ISBN:
ISBN: 9780813724645 (pbk. + CD-ROM). (Special paper; 464). vii, 291 p.: ill.
(some col.), maps.
Volcanoes and their related effects on the Earth are the topic of this work,
which “conveys state-of-the-art methodologies for mapping volcanic areas and
highlights recent studies on the stratigraphy, structure, and evolution of both
active and extinct volcanic terrains.”—Caption.
The emphasis of this book is on mapping stratigraphic geology features. Mapping
studies include the following volcanic islands or regions: Lipari, Stromboli
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volcano, Ustica, and the Vulsini Volcanoes in Italy; the Las Cañadas caldera
(Tenerife, Canary Islands); the Colima volcanic complex (Mexico); Arequipa
(Peru); and others.
The accompanying CD-ROM, entitled Supplementary materials to Stratigraphy and geology of volcanic areas, includes three geologic maps in PDF. All 14
articles include references and contain photographs, maps, and tables to describe
the work.
This book would be useful for geology and volcanology research in college and
at post-graduate levels, as well as in disaster hazard analysis activities. It is also a
good work for cartographers, especially those focused on geology.
Stephens, A. Ray and Zuber-Mallison, Carol. Texas: a Historical Atlas. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2010 (ISBN: 9780806138732). xiv, 417 p. ill.
(some col.), col. maps.

Six flags have been flown over Texas, one of the few U.S. states to have once
been a nation of its own. This work describes the history of Texas, from early
inhabitants to the 21st century. This is a completely revised and expanded edition
(original pub: Historical Atlas of Texas, 1989) with 175 maps covering a variety
of topics related to Texas and its place in history. In addition to new maps, the text
describes many more themes than in the earlier edition.
This book will be of interest to Texans and to anyone studying the history of
the region. It would be useful for grade-school through adult learner, and would
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provide study material for historians, geographers, map enthusiasts, and for
students in American studies, among other fields. The atlas would be a good
addition to almost any collection.
Virga, Vincent and Hines, Emilee. Virginia: Mapping the Old Dominion State
Through History: Rare and Unusual Maps from the Library of Congress.
Guilford, Conn.: GPP, 2010 (ISBN: 9780762745333). 1 atlas, x, 117 p.: col. maps.

Here is a selection of 50 historical maps from the Library of Congress that
illustrate the history of Virginia. The background of each map is given along with
the context of the surrounding history, written by Ms. Hines, a Virginian history
teacher, who is now working on her master’s degree in history. Included along
with the maps are a selection of birds-eye-views of towns and cities.

New Cultural Atlas Series
These four books are of similar format and scope. They contain a wealth of
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detailed maps and illustrations, along with descriptive text. The reading level is
suitable for high-school through adult learner, but younger readers may find it
appealing as well.
Cooke, Tim. The New Cultural Atlas of China. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall
Cavendish, 2010 (ISBN: 9780761478751). 192 p.: col. ill., col. maps.
Contents: Timeline — Introduction — Note on transcription — Space. The land
and its peoples — Time. The archaic world ; Kinship and kingship ; The empire
of Qin. The Imperial Age. The art of the Imperial Age ; The evolution of society
; The art of the late empire — Symbols and society. Language, writing, and
calligraphy. Voices in poetry. Confucianism and religion. Temples and palaces.
Medicine and geomancy. Mathematics. Ingenuity. Ceramics. Music in society.
Theater. Farming and food. Family life.
Gray, Leon. The New Cultural Atlas of Egypt. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall
Cavendish, 2010 (ISBN: 9780761478775) (New Cultural Atlas; v. 2). 192 p.: col.
ill.; col. maps.
Part of a geographical series, this atlas uses historical and topographical maps
along with text, to take “…readers on a journey down the Nile, calling at some
ninety spectacular and significant ancient sites, from the Pyramids to lesserknown sites in Nubia and the Delta.”—Publisher.
Contents: The cultural setting — Journey on the Nile — Aspects of Egyptian
society.
Cooke, Tim. The New Cultural Atlas of the Greek World. Tarrytown, NY:
Marshall Cavendish, 2010 (ISBN: 9780761478782). 192 p.: col. ill., col. maps.
Contents: The land in context — The age of bronze — The age of tyranny — The
age of Perikles — The age of Alexander — The fate of Hellenism.
MacEachern, Sally. The New Cultural Atlas of the Islamic World. Tarrytown,
NY: Marshall Cavendish, 2010 (ISBN: 9780761478799). 192 p.: col. ill., col.
maps.
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Contents: Rulers of the Islamic world — Introduction to Islam — Revelation and
Muslim history — Religious life — Arts of Islam.
Also includes a list of “Rulers of the Islamic World,” pp. 10-13./ “Text adapted
from the Atlas of the Islamic world since 1500, revised ed., 1990, Checkmark
Books (Facts on File).

Conclusion

I hope I have given you some interesting items to consider in the map world. Time
to go and enjoy the last part of summer.–DJB
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Great Moments In Map Librarianship
BACK IN 1982 ...
HEY, base line HAS A HUMOR SECTION
CALLED “ON THE LIGHTER SIDE.”
I WONDER IF THEY’D PRINT
ONE OF MY CARTOONS ?

by Jim Coombs

THE ONLY WAY YOU’LL FIND OUT
IS IF YOU SEND ONE TO THE EDITOR.
WHO KNOWS, MAYBE YOU’LL BECOME
A RICH AND FAMOUS CARTOONIST !

YEAH, RIGHT !

e line
bas

THE
IAN
MAP LIBRAR

IS IN

FLASH FORWARD 28 YEARS ...
WELL,
THE ‘RICH’ THING
AIN’T HAPPENIN’
BUT YOU ARE KINDA
BORDERLINE FAMOUS!

WOW !
YOU’RE ‘LIKE’
OUR ROCK STAR!

TS”
“GREAT MOMENG
BOOK SIGNIN
TODAY

c Jim Coombs 8/10
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