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FROM THE CHAIR

Pete Reehling, University of South Florida
The ALA Annual Convention in Anaheim is now just
weeks away.   This year the MAGERT reception will be
held in the Palisades Room of the Hilton Anaheim on
Friday, June 27, 2008 from 6-8 p.m. The menu includes
hot and cold hors d’oeuvres, a fajita bar, dessert and
beverage stations, as well as a cash bar. The reception
is being sponsored by the ESRI Libraries and Museums
Program and David Rumsey. If you are in Anaheim on
Friday evening please stop by the reception and enjoy.
The timing of this year’s convention is such that Exec
II will be held on July 1, 2008, which also happens to
be the date when Carolyn Kadri assumes the position as
MAGERT Chair. Myself and Carolyn have already begun discussing issues associated with the transitioning the Chair to her stewardship and I am confident she
will serve our round table well.
Finally I would like to thank all of the MAGERT members that gave input regarding the budget issues that the MAGERT Executive Board has addressed over the
last year. Because of you input MAGERT has started the transition to become a
fiscally responsible round table with the mission of promoting professional development of cartographic materials cataloging, map librarianship and archiving, and
geographic information systems (GIS).

Rare, Antiquarian, or Just Plain Old:
Cataloging Pre-Twentieth Century Cartographic
Resources
The Workbook used and issued to participants during the June 2007 ALA
preconference on cataloging early maps and atlases is now available to purchase
for $40. The Workbook includes illustrations and cataloging examples taken
from sheet maps, atlas plates and atlases, focusing on early and pre-twentieth
century cartographic materials. Elements of description, transcription,
mathematical data and supportive research are some of the areas covered by the
Workbook. The price includes shipping and handling.
Orders should be sent to Jim Coombs, MAGERT Publications Distribution
Manager, Maps Library, Missouri State University, 901 S. National, #175,
Springfield, MO 65897 E-mail: JimCoombs@missouristate.edu
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MAGERT Executive Board I

ALA Midwinter 2008
Philadelphia, January 12, 2008
what it was for. Mary Ghikas will
Present:
be providing Pete Reehling with an
Pete Reehling, Carolyn Kadri, Kathy
itemized listing of the bills for this line
Rankin, Dan Seldin, Steve Rogers,
item.
Mike Smith, Jan Dixon, Nancy
Kandoian, Danielle Alderson, Wade
ALA Publishing Address and Q&A
Bishop, Scott McEathron, Kathy
Session
Weimer, Matthew Parsons, Edith
GUESTS: Troy Linker, Director,
Scarletto, Colleen Cahill, April
ALA Publishing Technology; Karen
Carlucci, David Cobb
Sheets, Acting Managing Editor, ALA
Production Services
MAGERT Chair Pete Reehling began
the meeting and passed out the agenda.
Troy discussed and answered questions
regarding digital publishing through
Treasurers Report: Mike Smith
ALA and how ALA Production
Services could be of assistance to
Through the end of August 2007
MAGERT’s total revenues for the year MAGERT in transitioning from a
print to online base line publication.
were $26,186 and total expenses were
ALA Production Services works on
$30,187, for a FY net loss of $4,001.
a cost recovery basis. There are lots
The carryover balance from fiscal year
of options available to MAGERT,
2006 was $6,657, leaving an ending
including blogging software, online
balance of $2,656. This represents
publishing (html and pdf), member/
MAGERT’s lowest net revenue figure
subscriber restricted web access, open
since 1986, and a decrease of $8,050
access (SLMR example), as well as
since FY2002.
print. They can be as full service as
we desire, including typesetting, proof
While the pre-conference at Annual
reading, budget analysis, and mailing
netted $5,120 in revenue, the net loss
(for print), etc. Troy felt we should
for base line was $5,104 (roughly the
consider periodical class rate vs. nonsame figure the prior year). Expenses
for base line were about $7,000 in both profit bulk rate, which is cheaper in
terms of postage for the print base line
FY06 and FY07.
(currently being mailed first class).
$42/hr would be the basic charge to
Mike passed out a one-page
help us get set up for producing our
spreadsheet listing the budgeted
own online publication using the
expenses and MAGERT’s ending
Collage software. MAGERT should
balance through August 31, 2007.
contact Rob Carlson via Danielle
There was general discussion about
Alderson to make the switch to
line 5302 (Meal Functions) at the preconference and a discrepancy of $8,148 Collage. Once Collage is setup, the
initial template work will take ALA
that will be looked into to determine
Production Services an estimated 10
if that figure is accurate and, if so,

base line 29(3): 

work hours to complete. Concerns
regarding searching capability and
archiving were also discussed.
MAGERT is ultimately responsible for
how best to archive base line and also
converting that archive from one format
to another as technologies change.
Other issues discussed included
member vs. subscriber access and
copyright issues with ALA for printing
from the online version.
BARC Address and Q&A Session
GUEST: Norman Eriksen, BARC
Representative for MAGERT
Norman was invited to discuss
MAGERT’s current financial
situation with the Board. One of
the Board’s main concerns was the
$8,148 Administrative fee listed
under line 5302 (Meal Functions) of
the Treasurer’s Report spreadsheet.
Norman will look into this line item.
Pete asked what amount in budget
assets we should have on reserve.
Norman said that officially, at least 3
months, but in practice you should have
6 months on hand. Norman suggested
that MAGERT look at its biggest
expense, which is base line, as a place
to cut expenses as well as other areas
(conference expenses, etc.). It was
estimated that base line costs $6,600
per year to print and mail.
It was stated that since the cessation
of Meridian, all publishing costs
(including pamphlets and other
MAGERT publications) have been
attributed as base line expenses.
Therefore, this expense line is not an
entirely accurate reflection of actual
base line expenses. The lack of
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itemized expense reporting concerned
some of those present because without
it we don’t have a detailed and accurate
understanding of where money is being
spent and what it is being spent on.
The detailed information for the last
fiscal year will be gathered by Danielle
Alderson from ALA and shared with
Norman and the Board.
Discussion for reducing base line
expenses included: reconsidering the
content, reducing the number of issues
per year, and moving to an online only
format. Exploring fund-raising efforts
to raise general operating funds for
MAGERT was also discussed. It was
suggested that for fund raising, we
work with Kim Olsen-Clark, the new
Assistant Director of Development
Office, at ALA.
base line Motion
Pete Reehling introduced a motion to
immediately suspend printing of base
line. A printed copy of the motion was
passed out and read aloud:
1. Immediately suspend the printing
and mailing of base line.
2. Pete Reehling, MAGERT Chair,
will circulate a letter to MAGERT
membership, subscribers, advertisers,
printer, and mailing services stating
that base line will now be distributed
as a free digital newsletter through the
ALA/MAGERT Web site starting with
the February 2007 issue. Paper copies
of previous issues can still be claimed
through Jim Coombs.
3. Peter Lindberger will compile
a list of 2008 subscribers and

coordinate with ALA to return all
2008 subscription money. The 2008
base line subscription money will be
refunded in a timely fashion to ensure
that MAGERT account stays above $0.

membership that the newsletter has
been posted and is available for
reading/download.

4. A list of current advertisers will
be made available to Pete Reehling,
MAGERT Chair, by Steve Rogers,
Publications Committee Chair. The
MAGERT Chair will contact the
advertisers to see if transitioning
to a digital base line newsletter
changes their advertising status. If
the advertisers wish to opt out of
advertising in base line the advertising
fees will be refunded accordingly (prorated or entirely). Advertising fees
will be refunded in a timely fashion
to ensure that MAGERT account
stays above $0. All future base line
advertisement fees will be accepted
with the advertisers understanding that
base line is freely distributed digital
newsletter.

A vote was taken and the motion passed
9 to 3.

5. The February 2008 issue of base
line (and all subsequent newsletters)
will be emailed directly to Colleen
Cahill as a pdf attachment. Colleen
will post the issue to http://www.
ala.org/ala/magert/publicationsab/
publicationsa.cfm and email a notice
to the member list informing the

The Publications Committee was
encouraged to bring a proposal to
Executive Board II meeting on January
14, 2008 in response to the motion as
passed that outlines a process for the
transition to a digital-only format.

The motion was seconded.

A point was made that not all
MAGERT members were on the e-mail
list. A notice about the availability of
the online base line will be posted on
the MAGERT Web site as well. It
was requested that Pete’s letter to the
subscribers and members state that this
is a transitional time for base line until
MAGERT's Board decides the longterm future of the publication.
It was expressed by one MAGERT
member present that the motion process
was inappropriate due to inadequate
discussion and a lack of alternative
proposals for consideration.

The meeting adjourned at 10:11 a.m.

ELECTRONIC MAPPING
C.C. Miller, Purdue University

“A Parallels Life”
There are a number of self-justifying, self-delusional arguments I could make
in order to avoid having to cop to this, but for all intents and purposes I am a
Mac snob. And to make myself even more disagreeable, I’m a Mac snob in the
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Starbucks-drinking, hybrid-driving, iPhone-listening phylum. (Here’s a bag for
your vomit). Never mind the personal history that got me here, what’s important
is that I’m also a GIS Librarian, which means no matter my likes, dislikes, turnons, turn-offs, phobias, pet peeves and voting record, sooner or later I’m also an
ArcGIS user. It necessarily follows that I’m a Windows user in addition to being a
Mac fanboy and Linux dilettante.
But notice I said I’m a “Windows” user, and not a “PC” user. Well, that’s because
with the line of Apple desktops and laptops featuring Intel chips, Windows virtualization in Apple’s OS X operating system is a viable, usable, even enjoyable
experience. And I’m here to talk it up, doing my best David Pogue.
First of all, I’m no shill. I have no stake whatsoever in the success or failure of the
software that I’m using and discussing here. Second, I’m in the unusual position
of not having tried the open source alternatives to a solution, instead paying for a
commercial title without first having at least tried a free version. So do note that
there are more options (VMware, WINE, VirtualBox) than the one I’ll describe
here. Third, doing GIS on a Mac has been getting easier and easier for some time,
and in truth a majority of the work I do takes place in environments other than
ESRI’s, so other than in Windows. There are many, many software projects that
are producing Mac-runnable programs, and perhaps future columns will discuss
some of these in turn. But there is an obviously increasing Mac population, and
not just among those iPod wielding, song-stealing kids prone to dancing in silhouette in sterile little neon worlds. A lot of us dirty old academic types are also
lugging around those beautiful little silver, white, or black machines doing ontology demos, sharing code, and running database queries. Oh, and stealing music.
Whether it’s the iPod halo effect or not, people always seem interested in why a
GIS Librarian would be so visibly unioned to a machine that used to be, the thinking went, just for graphic designers. So it seems like it might be a useful time to
share my experiences with running ArcGIS on a Mac.

Figure 1
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I’m using Parallels Desktop 3.0, $79.99 from Parallels (parallels.com). It’s a virtualizer rather than an emulator, from what I understand, although I confess the specifics of that distinction bore me. As a Gen-X neo Yuppie, I really only care that
it works, is fast, comes in colors, and has a nice website to visit if there’s trouble.
All true for Parallels, it turns out, although I’m happy to say I haven’t spent much
time at all at the website. Parallels mostly just works. Here’s how:
The Parallels Desktop app looks and behaves like a standard Mac application
(although in truth it comes with a suite of supporting apps and therefore gets
installed as a folder in /Applications, not the more librarian-pleasing single .app
file). When launched, the .app acts as an intermediary between you the OS X user
and the Windows world just moments away. This app is used to manage your
virtual machines, and in fact you’re welcome to make as many Windows, Linux,
FreeBSD, OS/2, Solaris, or MS-DOS machines as you like and manage them all
with the Parallels Desktop.app. There are several ways you can customize the
Windows experience here as well, including disk usage, snapshot backup configuration, network, memory usage, and more.
But then you launch Windows. Windows starts up either from a suspended state or
from a cold start state, identical to having a PC box squeezed between your knees
and your desk. I think Windows starts up within a window of its own by default.
I don’t remember exactly, because since day one I’ve been using the “Cohesion”
mode, which seamlessly integrates the windows spawned by the Windows environment with those native to OS X. The integration here is so tight that OS X’s
“Exposé” feature – argued by me as one of the most significant improvements to
the desktop computing experience since the mouse – will include Windows windows (see Figure 2) thumbnailed right along OS X windows, allowing you to very
easily shuffle between applications. The Windows taskbar can be pinned to any
screen edge, if you’re into that sort of thing, and will perform exactly as it does on
a Windows machine with auto-hide and all.

Figure 2
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But here’s where this all becomes appropriate for an Electronic Mapping column:
ArcMap and ArcCatalog run almost flawlessly in this environment. My informal
benchmarking has those apps’ startup times significantly longer in Parallels on OS
X (Leopard) than in a native Windows environment, but their actual use (adding
map data, opening files, geoprocessing) is typically faster than on my Windows
machine. Naturally this could differ per user, but I found it to be an unusual observation. Running geoprocessing scripts and models against data in an ArcSDE
db no a server seems slightly slower in Parallels, but not unusually so. In fact, the
only time Parallels has crashed spectacularly (i.e., quits with no notice, no error,
no bug report) I was doing a very intense geoprocessing routine against ArcSDEserved data. Occasionally Parallels has become unresponsive or sluggish and the
fix is to Force Quit the Parallels.app and simply restart it (which restarts Windows
as well). But the benefit here is that the rest of the OS plows right through the
turmoil, whereas my Windows machine will occasionally need a full reboot to
recover from whatever molestation ArcMap committed. Other than an occasional
ArcMap crash, then, this strange Leopard/XP environment runs very well.
And perhaps the best part still is that the Parallels-hosted Windows OS can be
made to share the user profile with OS X, meaning that the user’s “home” folder
in Windows is the same as in OS X (so /Users/<username>/Desktop instead of
C:\Documents and Settings\<username>\Desktop). Your OS X files are your
Windows files, your Windows files are available to OS X. This makes it possible,
of course, to use many GIS software and utilities against the same sets of data.
Create a shapefile in ArcGIS, edit the same file in uDig or qGIS, then render it out
in ArcScene. Or use the newly-released zigGIS to connect ArcMap to a Leopardhosted PostGIS database. Edit the feature class, then use MapServer or GeoServer
running natively on OS X to server out maps from those data. The possibilities are
becoming more and more open-ended and easier and easier. It’s a good time to be
an electronic mapper.
And if this desktop GIS utopia sounds too good to be true? It sort of is. The
integration is so tight that all of Windows’ helpful little notices (about my not
using my desktop icons much, for example) show up like little cartoon characters
to interrupt my live action cinemascope feature. Another example of operating
system dissonance is that Parallels puts .app aliases (or maybe they’re shortcuts?)
for all of the installed Windows applications outside of the Windows virtual disk
so you can launch them like you would normal OS X .app packages. The trouble
is, they still look pixelated and 32-bit. They look Windowsy. In fact, putting them
in your dock makes Dock look like it’s got two bad teeth. They’re easy to change
with custom icons, however, leading to a sight I truly thought I would never see:
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Figure 3

ArcMap nestled neatly within my OS X dock, almost looking indigenous.
...Making this smug Mac snob just a little bit smugger and a little bit snobbier. I
wonder if GRASS is easier to run in Windows...

MAGERT Executive Board II
ALA Midwinter 2008
Philadelphia, January 14, 2008

Present:
Pete Reehling, Carolyn Kadri, Kathy
Rankin, Dan Seldin, Steve Rogers,
Mike Smith, Jan Dixon,
Nancy Kandoian, Wade Bishop, Scott
McEathron, Kathy Weimer, Matthew
Parsons, Edith Scarletto, Colleen Cahill, April Carlucci, David Cobb.
Chair Report – Pete Reehling
Pete reported that for the Anaheim conference there will be two 2 programs:
Michael Goodchild will be presenting
on the topic of geographic information and Web.2.0; Mary Larsgaard will
be presenting on RDA, metadata, and
geographic data description.
Vice-Chair Report – Carolyn Kadri
Carolyn attended the Roundtable
Coordinating Assembly where Mike

Chatskra informed everyone that
each round table would be allowed
a 20-minute presentation via a kiosk
in Anaheim. Leslie Burger talked
about protocol letter guidelines from
ALA regarding the correct way to
talk to people outside the association
(statements to press, etc.). Danielle
Alderson addressed concerns regarding
lack of ALA guidance for new,
emerging leaders after they are elected
into positions. She will take these
concerns to ALA and report back.
Carolyn also reported that there are two
rudimentary ideas for programs for the
2009 Annual conference in Chicago.
The Programming Planning Committee also is exploring doing another
pre-conference in 2010 that will be an
extension of the 2007 pre-conference.
Past Chair Report – Scott McEathron
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Scott reported that work is being done
on updating the organizational manual.
Hopefully, the update will be completed prior to Anaheim and will be posted
on MAGERT’s Web site.
Secretary Report – Matthew Parsons
No report.

Attending Committee Chair
Reports:
Nominations Committee: – Scott
McEathron
Kathy Weimer has agreed to run for
Vice Chair/Chair Elect and Mike Smith
(current interim Treasurer) to run for
Treasurer.
Awards Committee: – Scott
McEathron
There will be an Honors award presented at the Anaheim conference.
Education Committee: – Kathy
Weimer
The Education Committee met on Jan.
13 and discussed revisions to the draft
version of the Core Competencies
document. The paper has an introduction and three parts: Map Librarianship,
GIS Librarianship and Map Cataloging/
Metadata Librarianship. The writing is
conducted by a sub-committee for each
part and each has submitted their draft.
Revisions on the structure and content
were discussed. The sub-committees
and Education Committee as a whole
will edit the document this spring, with
lead editor being Paige Andrew, and
compiler, Kathy Weimer, Chair of the
base line 29(3): 12

Education Committee. The goal is that
once the competencies are completed,
they will be widely distributed and
used in a variety of ways: as a training
tool for new librarians (or those new to
the specialty); LIS faculty to develop
courses and curriculum; as a structure
to plan future programs or pre-conferences; and as a living web document
which will include links to tutorials,
training documents, articles and other
resources. Plans are to submit a final
document at Annual.
Publications Committee: – Steve
Rogers
The Publications Committee met on
Saturday, January 12, 2008 from 10:30
a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
In attendance were: April Carlucci,
David Cobb, Jan Dixon, Carolyn Kadri,
Nancy Kandoian, Donna Koepp, Chris
Kollen, Michael Leach, Matthew Parsons, Hallie Pritchett, Steve Rogers, T.
Wangyal Shawa.
Jan Dixon gave a brief update on the
Map Collection Security Guidelines,
noting that a two-page summary was
sent to ALA Direct, where it appeared
this fall. The longer draft document (9
pages) is available for review on the
MAGERT Web site. Jan said the final
version should be available by summer 2008. The Task Force on Library
Security of Cartographic Resources is
looking at various options for electronically publishing the final version of the
guidelines. The task force should know
by summer whether it wishes to have
the publications committee print any
paper copies of the executive summary.

Colleen Cahill was unable to attend the
meeting due to a scheduling conflict. It
was noted that she was doing a great
job as MAGERT Webmaster and that
updated information was appearing on
the Web site quickly.

The remainder of the meeting was
devoted to base line and its future
publishing format. It was clear from the
Executive Committee meeting earlier in
the day that MAGERT could not continue to print base line and avoid deficit
spending—a condition ALA does not
Nancy Kandoian reported that 50 adallow its round tables and divisions
ditional copies of the workbook on
to maintain for any extended period
cataloging pre-twentieth century carto- of time. After considerable discusgraphic resources had been printed after sion it was agreed to offer base line in
the preconference and all 50 copies had electronic format only and, if possible,
been sold. An additional 30 copies were to limit access to current MAGERT
printed to meet the increased demand.
members. This would include the curIt was suggested that MAGERT contin- rent issue and the latest year’s issues,
ue to publicize the workbook and try to provided this were possible to achieve
drum up additional interest by sending
through the ALA Web server. MAGannouncements of its availability to the ERT members would need to provide
listservs CARTA, LIBER and MapHist. their user names and passwords to acIt was also recommended to digitize
cess the newest base lines, just as they
the cover and the table of contents and
would to register or vote on the ALA
place these on the MAGERT Web site
site. In the event that this passwordto further generate interest. MAGERT
protected access could not be achieved
will inquire with ALA about producing right away, it was agreed that base
50 more (production cost estimated at
line would be made available to all but
$500) to meet demand.
the goal would be to make the current
year’s issues password-protected as
Chris Kollen reported on the Map
soon as possible. It was also recomScanning Registry, noting that a total
mended that we see if ALA can provide
of 37 entries have appeared since its
IP address range access, which would
inception. Chris noted that the MAGallow for institutions to subscribe to the
ERT Registry is designed to describe
electronic version as they have previprojects at the collection level and not
ously subscribed to the printed version.
to include individual maps. Additional
avenues to publicize the existence of
The Publications Committee proposed
the registry were suggested.
the following amendments to the base
line motion passed at Exec. Board I:
Chris also raised the issue of revising
Section 1: Remains as is.
Cartographic Citations: A Style
Section 2: base line should remain a
Guide, first issued in 1992. Committee
membership privilege by implementmembers agreed that a new, updated
ing a one-year embargo on free online
edition is needed. Chris said she would access for non-members. All older islike to see an electronic edition of this
sues (except current year) will be freely
publication.
available.
Section 3: Pete Lindberger will offer
base line 29(3): 13

subscribers the option to subscribe to
the online version. If subscribers opt
not to continue, then he will refund
subscription money. It should be
looked into how others are handling the
transition to online publishing.
Section 4: A list of advertisers doesn’t
exist. There is no ongoing list to notify.
Amendments were seconded with no
further discussion and passed by unanimous vote.
Membership Committee: -- Pete Reehling for Wade Bishop
The Membership Committee will be
preparing information for the kiosk at
Anaheim. There may not be a need for
volunteers.
Cataloging and Classification Committee: -- Nancy Kandoian
There were about 25 members and
guests present at the meeting of the
Cataloging and Classification Committee (CCC). Seanna Tsung was
welcomed as a new member of the
committee, though she has attended
many meetings in the past. The CCC is
looking for a new chair, as current chair
Nancy Kandoian will be rotating out
of the position after 4 years. We had
informative reports from our liaisons to
other groups, getting updates on such
topics as the progress of RDA, Resource Description and Access, including its reorganization and the deadline
for comments on the chapters released
in December; the publication of a new
“preliminary consolidated edition” of
ISBD, the International Standard Bibliographic Description; and the progress of DCRM, Descriptive Cataloging
of Rare Materials. The CCC task force
base line 29(3): 14

on using MARC for map set holdings,
with Seanna Tsung as chair, deferred a
report on their progress until June. We
returned to the topic, deferred from the
2007 annual meeting, of OCLC input
standards for the 052 field for geographic classification code based on LC
classification, though we did not prepare a recommendation for a change in
those standards. We briefly discussed
the LC Working Group Report on the
Future of Bibliographic Control, particularly the aspect of putting data from
map vendors into the cataloging stream.
We learned that LC gets some cataloging records from East View as part of
their E-CIP program. We concluded
with some discussion of the use of
genre headings for cartographic materials, with Seanna, from LC, informally
soliciting comments on the types of
atlas headings we would like to see,
and Mary Larsgaard telling us how her
library at UC Santa Barbara handles
genre headings for digital maps.
Seanna Tsung attended the meeting of
the Bibliographic Standards Committee
(BSC) of the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) and reported
on that meeting at the CCC, though
she was not able to be at the MAGERT Exec. Board II meeting to report
there. The chair of the BSC, Randal
Brandt, has invited MAGERT members to submit a formal proposal to the
BSC for the creation of a segment on
cartographic materials for the DCRM
publication. An informal group from
the CCC plans to work on that proposal
and submit it, on behalf of MAGERT,
at this year’s annual meeting in June in
Anaheim, in hopes of working together
with RBMS folks on an editorial board
for compilation of such a manual.

Federal Spatial Data Discussion
Group: – Edith Scarletto
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Topic: How is Geospatial One Stop
organizing, getting data?
Answer: Using the G.net system for
a meta search of data available, the
search engine points to the pages that
contain the data instead of listing the
data itself. Some libraries have begun
to add data to this metasearch. This
allows them to locally host the data, but
have it pointed to from a central source.
It was noted that in Anaheim, Mary
Larsgaard and ESRI will give a presentation about using the new RDA to
create a metadata standard for geospatial information perhaps using the ISO
19115 standard.
Topic: Are folks collecting geospatial
data created by faculty in the library?
Answer: Some folks are collecting this
data. Questions arose as to how this
data is archived, and if the library commits to migrating the data to different
formats, or merely keeping data in the
original format. Metadata is the key to
making that data accessible for others
to process. Some issues of ownership
come up, how is the data cited; will faculty be willing to share the data and be
subject to analytical review of others?
Could faculty be encouraged to deposit
data if they know that their data may be
cited?
Pete Reehling noted that gray objects
are now being given a lot of attention,
especially e-theses and dissertations.
These could be additional sources of
gis research and could be used to start

a data library. Metadata description of
the data in addition to cataloging of the
manuscript would be needed.
It was suggested that MAGERT work
to consolidate the map scanning registries that are out there into one list.
Topic: National Map archiving.
Answer: NARA (National Archives and
Records Administration) is looking into
the archiving of spatial data and possibly taking snapshots of the National
Map on a regular basis. There needs
to be a standard, and they are considering a conference for this topic either in
conjunction with CUAC or on its own
sometime in 2009-2010.
It was suggested that we get together
with GODORT to discuss federal distribution of GIS data to talk more about
archiving, data sharing, etc. and work
with MAGERT on these issues.
The next CUAC meeting will take
place either in 2009 or 2010.
Topic: There was a question as to what
libraries do with old depository CD’s
(containing spatial data) that can no
longer be opened (e.g., Tigerline files
that open with Landview).
Answer: Some libraries are keeping
them in accordance with the Depository Guidelines for their library. Others
who are able to discard them are doing
so. No one indicated plans to migrate
the data to a usable format.
Topic: Advice was solicited regarding
digitizing aerial photographs and what
metadata standard to use. Is there a
walk between MODS, Dublin Core,
and GIS description standards- ASPRS
base line 29(3): 15

(American Society for Photogrammetry
& Remote Sensing)?
Answer: There is currently no walk
through. Dublin Core is not considered sufficient for geospatial data or
aerial photography, and other standards
should be used, for instance ISO 19115.
ALCTS-CCS/MAGERT Cartographic Materials Cataloging Discussion Group: – Susan Moore
The discussion group met Sunday
morning at 8:00 with 29 people in
attendance. Topics covered were the
training of copy catalogers in doing
map cataloging, the use of form/genre
headings in map cataloging, and
the treatment of digital maps. A full
report of the MARBI meetings can
be found in the “On the Cataloging
Front” in base line.
Map Collection Management Discussion Group: – Jan Dixon
Thirty people attended the discussion
group, which attracted a variety of
librarians involved in the management
of maps – from senior full-time map
librarians to new map librarians in large
research libraries, other librarians with
part-time map collection responsibilities, and consultants working with digitizing and cataloging of map resources.
It proved to be a useful time to share
mutual management concerns.
The topics most common in the discussion included: cataloging, digitization/
scanning projects, online map indexes,
GIS datasets and associated metadata,
remote storage and other space needs,
publicity/marketing of map collections,
preservation, and security. Many have
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the need for cataloging a backlog of
maps, including rare maps; some have
considered or have used outsourcing.
The usefulness of bibliographic records
for maps from vendors/publishers,
similar to books, was mentioned as a
possibility to assist with cataloging.
Management of digitization/scanning
projects involving maps is a common
concern, and more guidance is sought
for dealing with the special requirements of cartographic materials. Some
libraries are creating online indexes
for their digitized and/or print map
resources, including utilizing Google
Earth. In the creation and management of geospatial (GIS) datasets, the
records/metadata are essential; some
have “crosswalked” this information
into cataloging records. Several librarians offered suggestions about their
efforts to promote the awareness and
use of their map collection, including
presentations to other subject librarians
and postings to a library blog for public
use. With reorganization of space in
numerous libraries, some map collections are being downsized and selected
materials are being moved to remote
storage, including a statewide centralized storage facility. Digitization
projects are representing a means for
preserving and archiving both historical maps and current government maps.
A management “triage” strategy was
offered – cataloging, preservation, and
security; digital imaging of the maps
from your own collection is crucial for
both preservation and security.
During the update on the MAGERT
Task Force on Library Security for
Cartographic Resources, there was
mention of recent suspicious map offers
on eBay as reported through Maps-L

and Maphist discussion lists. There are
also current online discussions about a
proposal by Joel Kovarsky for a stolen
map database.
It was suggested that some of these mutual map management concerns could
be addressed in future presentations,
workshops, or task forces of MAGERT.
Task Force on Library Security for
Cartographic Resources: – Jan Dixon
Following the ALA 2007 Annual Conference, the Task Force wrote an article
“Library Security for Maps: 2007 Conference Program and Guidelines” that
appeared in the online American Libraries Direct on August 8, 2007. The
article offered a summary and publicity
about this critical map management
concern and solicited more feedback
about the final draft Map Collection
Security Guidelines.
With only a few additional comments,
the Task Force is now finalizing the
Guidelines before the 2008 Annual
Conference. A draft of the accompanying summary brochure will also
be available for review at the Annual
Conference. David Cobb and Jan
Dixon met with the Publications Committee to discuss the two publications
– the full Guidelines document with
the need for 5 or 6 illustrations and the
brochure aimed at library administrators. It was decided that both publications need to be available electronically, to encourage wide distribution as
possible through linkage from websites
of various organizations interested in
maps. Some print copies of the brochure should also be available. It was
suggested that MAGERT should solicit

donations to underwrite the cost of
publishing and distributing the print
version of the brochure.

Attending Liaison Reports:
WAML: – Kathy Rankin
The Western Association of Map
Libraries (WAML) met on October
24-27th, 2007, at the Denver Public
Library. The meeting was hosted by
Chris Thiry from the Colorado School
of Mines. A grant writing workshop
was presented by Liz Bishoff of University of Colorado at Boulder. Presentations at the meeting covered a wide
variety of topics such as Trails Illustrated maps from National Geographic,
using social networks on Web 2.0 in
the map library, surveying mining
claims, preserving maps at the Seattle
Public Library, how a company creates
panoramic hiking maps, using maps
to hunt for dinosaur bones, mapping
a US-Mexico border dispute, and an
update from USGS. The meeting also
included a tour of the Western History Department of the Denver Public
Library.
Past president Wendie Helms reported
to WAML on follow-up discussions
with other map and library professional organizations regarding having
occasional joint meetings with organizational leaders. She noted that many
reported they were too busy to meet
in person but she is looking at other
channels for confabs such as at another
“Maps in Transition.” There may be
some possibly in of a CUAC meeting
in Milwaukee at the American Geographical Society, or at the minimum,
perhaps an annual conference call with
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the leaders.
We celebrated WAML’s fortieth anniversary at this meeting, so each member attending received a luggage tag
and temporary tattoos with the WAML
logo. There was a contest for most
creative placement of the tattoos. At
the banquet we had a side show from
past meetings, read letters from WAML
founders, and shared memories of
meetings and what WAML means to us.
The field trip was a tour of Rocky
Mountain National Park.
The spring meeting will be held March
12-15th, 2008 at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. The fall 2008
meeting will be held in San Diego and
will be sponsored by the University of
California, San Diego.
NACIS: -- Dan Seldin
NACIS met in St. Louis on October 1013th, 2007. Their next meeting will be
October 8-11, 2008, in Missoula, MT.
MARBI: – Susan Moore
The Machine-Readable Bibliographic
Information Committee (MARBI) met
twice in Philadelphia. There was not
a lot of particular interest to the cartographic cataloging community. A full
report of the MARBI meetings can be
found in the “On the Cataloging Front”
in base line.
The Geography and Map Division.
Library of Congress: – report submitted by John R. Hébert
January 9, 2008
I want to share with you some of the
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programs and efforts that are underway at the Division and our long range
projects and direction. The Geography
and Map Division, Library of Congress
engages in a wide variety of programs
from acquisition, to cataloging, inventory, scanning, reference, cartography for congress and outreach. I will
take those seven areas of our activities
to describe what we have been doing in
recent date.
There are opportunities in the present:
the effort to integrate digital cartography and traditional paper cartography
to create a seamless body of data over
the history of cartography as represented in our collections. We have
been approached by both institutional
and commercial bodies who wish to
work with us or assist us to capture
portions of our historical map collection in digital form. As examples of
these projects the University of Texas
have approached us about scanning
pre-1923 city maps from the Sanborn
Map Company collection in the Geography and Map Division; during the
summer of 2007 they conducted a pilot
project and will assess the results and
let us know of their interest to continue
to copy all of the pre-1923 Sanborn
Texas maps in our collection. For some
time we have had an agreement with
Readex/NewsBank who is involved in
a project to capture the colored maps
in the US Congressional Serial Set. At
this moment, some 7000 colored maps
in that Set have been scanned in the
Geography and Map Division.
Our program is directed toward a continuing desire to create greater access
to our unparalleled collections for a
whole new body of users and to im-

prove access to our collections among
traditional users. With increased use
and dependence in research on collection content on the internet it is apparent to all of us that therein lies a whole
new community of casual and serious
researchers who will benefit from
knowledge about maps, map holdings,
and reproduction of maps for a whole
range of uses. While traditional users
will continue to find utility in historical materials, it is expected that new
uses of geographic information systems
by traditional scholars and traditional
disciplines will bring a whole host of
new users who will be encouraged to
employ cartographic products.
Acquisition
Waldseemüller map
We acquired the 1507 world map by
Martin Waldseemüller in May 2003.
Since then efforts to place the item on
permanent display have been developed
and currently we are working with the
National Institute of Standards (NIST)
to have an encasement constructed
which will allow us to display the map
in the Library of Congress’s Jefferson
Building for a long period of time; that
encasement being constructed is the
most ambitious of such projects to date.
The NIST is the group who developed
the Documents of Freedom encasement at the National Archives several
years ago. The encasement was completed in the fall of 2007 and the map
was placed on permanent display on
December 12, 2007. It is featured in
a major exhibition on Early America,
which relies on the Kislak Collection
for content. A special large segment on
the cartographic advancements made
surrounding the 1507 world map is a

special feature of that exhibition, which
includes display of the Carta Marina
(1516 Waldseemuller) and many other
great treasures. A new publication,
The Naming of America: Martin Waldseemüller’s 1507 World Map and the
Cosmographiae Introductio , by John
Hessler of the Geography and Map
Division, is published by the Library of
Congress and D. Giles, London, 2008.
Cataloging
During the past few years we have developed a new position description that
is applicable to all new staff and existing catalogers in the division. That position description calls for wide responsibility for individual catalogers, from
cataloging maps and atlases to maps on
compact disk and on line website.
Nonroman script (JACKPHY) As of
January, 3, 2008, G&M catalogers are
creating records using nonroman scripts
for the languages that LC currently
catalogs in the vernacular (Japanese,
Chinese, Korean, Arabic, Persian, Hebrew).
            
Nautical Charts/set holdings In
preparation for their transfer to offsite
storage, a member of the cataloging
team worked to develop sheet level
inventory/holdings information for our
nautical charts, which have not previously been under online bibliographic
control. We will be looking at providing this type of holdings information
for other of our series/set records.
Teleworking We are continuing with
the cataloging of the maps and atlases
of China that were scanned by Academia Sinica (Taiwan), thus providbase line 29(3): 19

ing online control of a portion of our
pre-1970 title collection. As well, a
cataloger is working from surrogates
cataloging a backlog of Cyrillic atlases.
            
RDA review The cataloging team is
continuing to review the revisions and
new portions of RDA as they become
available, and reporting our comments
and suggestions to our Cataloging and
Policy Support Office for discussion of
meetings of the Joint Steering Committee.
             
Sherman collection.  The cataloging
of the Sherman collection, a group of
213 maps (printed and manuscript) and
atlases, is completed. This collection is
among the last of the materials from the
Civil War bibliography to be cataloged
and mounted on our website.
             
U.S. county atlases G&M continues to
acquire and catalog county atlases from
the 19th and early 20th centuries, with
the aim of acquiring as complete a collection as possible of these historically
important documents.
Inventory/preservation:
Rehousing of US maps
For the past 5 years we have had a
team working on rehousing/relabelling
our title collection of US maps, pre1970. At present over 155,000 maps
have been rehoused, and an assessment
of preservation concerns made. That
project has systematically worked on
the individual state holdings in the Division and as of this date only a handful
of states remain for work; of course,
the largest of those remaining is California, so we are not there yet, but we
estimate another 5,000 maps remain to
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be handled and rehoused. It is expected
that that project will be completed
within the year.
Academia Sinica Project
For the past 4 years we have been engaged in a number of projects, related
to retrospective materials, for Asia.
From the major efforts of Professor Li
Xiaocong, Peking University, to identify and to assist us in assessing preservation concerns for our Chinese maps
collection pre 1900, to the work of
Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, in the
past two years to scan, to catalog, maps
in our China collection–maps, atlases,
set maps, the first time we have obtained increasing information about the
importance of these holdings to china
and China researchers. Professor Li
issued a cartobibliography, in Beijing,
in Chinese A Descriptive Catalogue of
the Traditional Chinese Maps Collected in the Library of Congress
(Beijing: Cultural Relic Publishing
House, 2004) about our holdings, and
that publication has appeared on the
internet, thus further enhancing knowledge of our holdings.
Nautical Charts
In anticipation of the transfer of certain
portions of our collection to offsite
storage in 2009 (that includes the three
dimensional plastic raised relief maps,
the 20th century globe collection, the
Heezen-Tharp collection, and the nautical chart collection for all issuing bodies except the British Admiralty, the US
Hydrographic Office and the US Coast
Survey materials). Staff and interns
are involved during the past year, and
continuing, in creating inventories to
those nautical charts slated for off site
storage. A member of the cataloging

team is working to help develop sheet
level inventory/holdings information
for the nautical charts; these items have
not been under online bibliographic
control.
National Library of Korea Preservation Project. Through support
received from the National Library of
Korea, an effort to preserve key rare
Korean atlases and maps was begun in
the Division. During the fall 8 treasures were preserved, scanned and
the digital files were mounted on the
website. An additional 10 volumes will
be preserved in 2008.
Scanning
The scanning program in the Geography and Map Division is now more
than 10 years old. To date, more than
12,000 maps have been added to the
on line data base. These items include
many historical materials, much Americana, and increasingly materials from
throughout the world. The scanning
program, our Digital team, is driven
by long range scanning proposals and
reader demand for reproductions of Division materials in digital format. We
celebrated the posting of our 10,000th
map on line in September 2006.
We set out in the beginning of the
program 10 years ago to scan popular
items in our collection based on the use
of established cartobibliographies as
the framing device. Since the beginning
we have placed the panoramic maps,
railroad bibliography, US Civil War,
American Revolutionary War items on
line. Today the first three mentioned
group of materials are practically
completed, with new panoramic maps
added routinely and with the Civil War

materials lacking only the Sherman collection from being on line.
This year we added the Jedediah
Hotchkiss civil war map collection
and a year ago we entered into an
agreement with the Virginia Historical
Society and the Library of Virginia to
post Civil War maps in their collections
on our site.
In the matter of the US Revolutionary
War materials, much progress has been
made and yet much remains to be done;
we have added the Rochambeau collection on line but yet to be scanned are
several items, including nearly 1800
Atlantic Neptune sheets in our collection. In the meanwhile we continue to
receive requests for county landownership maps, set map segments, World
War II and other conflict data, increasingly maps from the Luso Hispanic
world cartobibliography and so on. We
have also been involved in the tedious
task of scanning the US Serial Set
maps, those that contain any coloration,
and progress is being made there; that
is a project with Readex.
During the summer of 2007 interns
scanned the Casini 18th century topographical survey of France and materials from the collection of the Real
Escuela de Navigacion, Cadiz (Maggs
Brothers Collection) related to Latin
America and the Spanish world. Those
items are now available on our website.
Reference  
The Reading Room is involved in final
editing of the machine readable form
of the 1981 Fire Insurance Maps in the
Library of Congress. That work, which
lists Sanborn map holdings in the Divibase line 29(3): 21

sion, will be updated with information
on the additions to our Sanborn collection that has occurred since 1981. It is
hoped that as the Division scans Sanborn maps the digital file will be linked
to the on line data base. Interns worked
during the summer of 2007 to complete
the editing portion of the project.
Two new publications of the Division
will be appearing within the year.
Vincent Virga and the Library of Congress. Cartographia; Mapping Civilizations appeared in the fall of 2007.
The Geography and Map Division collections now contains approximately 5.
5 million map sheets, 80,000 atlases,
500 globes and globe gores, 3000
raised relief images, and over 18,000
CDs containing maps. To date, with
the institution of machine readable cataloging in the early 70s, approximately
500,000 bibliographic records exist and
that number is strongly represented by
contemporary maps, i.e., those acquired
since 1970.
Cartography for Congress
Our main entry into the GIS field has
been through our Congressional Cartography Program. The cartographer
there, and we have vacancy which
occurred at the end of January for a
second cartographer/data person, has
been actively engaged with individual
Congressional requests, committee
requests, and those long term research
projects received through the Library’s
Congressional Research Services. The
program has effectively met congressional demand for timely maps depicting every imaginable topic, from the
impact of Katrina and Rita on the Gulf
Coast, to the long term impact of the
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reduction of AMTRAK Service.
Outreach
In the matter of outreach, the Division
has tied much of its programming in
this area to association with the Phillips
Society in which an annual meeting is
held. So far in the past 5 years we have
held meetings of content at the Miami
Map Fair, the International Map Collectors Society meeting in Washington
(October 2006), Denver (2005), with
the Texas Map Society (In Texas and
in Washington in September 2005), in
Chicago during the IMCoS meeting in
2001 and during the map extravaganza
in Chicago in November 2007. We
host in our division the monthly meeting of the Washington Map Society.
A year ago, we hosted along with the
Cartographic Users Advisory counsel
a 2 day program on the future of Map
Librarianship and Map libraries preceded by a one day IFLA work shop on
the paper map collections.
John R. Hébert
Chief, Geography and Map Division
Library of Congress
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Harvard’s Curator of Maps:
an Interview with David Cobb

By Dawn Youngblood, PhD, Curator,
Edwin J. Foscue Map Library, Southern
Methodist University Dallas TX 75275
Harvard University has long been
synonymous in the United States and
throughout the world as being the
crème de la crème; the pinnacle in
whatever it sets out to produce. As a curator of maps at another university for
some eight years, I have long admired
from afar and made efforts to follow
many of the undertakings of the Harvard Map Collection. It does seem that
they tend to be a step ahead of the rest
of us, all right. Since 1992 the reason
for this fact at the Harvard Map Collection has been primarily due to the leadership of David Cobb. This opinion is
not only held within the relatively small
community of map curators and librarians across our nation and globe but by
Harvard faculty as well.
“David Cobb has overseen the Harvard
Map Library as it developed from a collection of paper maps to a central part
of Harvard’s Geospatial Library. He has
set a path we will follow in the years to
come as we work towards a time when
all the map collections across the world
will be united in a great virtual collection,” said Peter Bol, Professor of East
Asian Studies and Director of the Center for Geographic Analysis at Harvard
University, upon learning of David’s
plans to retire.
I sat down to an in-depth interview with
David in his Cambridge office within
Pusey Library with the goal of learning more about who he was and how he
did it. The interview lasted two hours,

and I still felt we had barely scratched
the surface. For this reason, part of the
interview appears here in base line and
part – beginning with how David went
about building a staff from one to half
a dozen or more employees – will be
published at a later date in the Journal
of Map and Geography Libraries.
Anyone who encounters David Cobb
first appreciates his New England selfeffacing straightforwardness. This
quality shows up in the first phrases
he utters in the interview transcribed
below. As you shall see, he does not
invent some linguistically lofty artifice
to explain his life’s work; he became
involved with map libraries for a reason
that could not be more matter of fact.
Indeed, David is a true New Englander;
he grew up in Vermont and there he
plans to soon return as a gentleman
farmer – a task for which he has, characteristically, thoroughly researched
and prepared himself.
David attended Mitchell College in
New London, Connecticut but completed his undergraduate work with a B.A.
in History and minor in Geography at
the University of Vermont in 1968. He
then went on to complete an M.A. in
Geography at the University of Vermont in 1970 and an M.L.S. at Indiana
University in 1974.
From 1967 to 1970, David was
the first person to serve as Map
Librarian at University of Vermont.
There, he developed an overall
acquisitions program, cataloged an
original collection of 45,000 maps
and expanded it to 95,000. David
moved on to serve as Map Librarian at
Indiana University from 1970 to 1973.
There he initiated the first collection
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development program, managed
the Geography departmental map
collection, and increased the collection
of monographs and serials to fill out
the holdings. From 1973 through
1992, David held the post of Map and
Geography Librarian at the University
of Illinois. There, he managed one of
the largest state university cartographic
collections with 350,000 maps,
130,000 aerial photographs, and 15,000
volumes.
Since 1992 David Cobb has served as
Curator of the Harvard Map Collection.
In this post, he has managed a collection of more than 400,000 maps, 15,000
volumes, and GIS cluster of services,
with the able assistance of some seven
full-time employees and six student
assistants. At Harvard, he has set priorities for collection development, reference, and research services. A major
accomplishment has been the blending
of new technologies with traditional paper based historical collections. David
created and managed the Massachusetts
Electronic Atlas Project and developed
partnerships for data resource sharing
which since then have been rolled into
Harvard Geospatial Library. He worked
on the initial development of the Harvard Geospatial Library in order to
provide web access to geospatial information, create supported reference and
research centers in campus libraries,
and provide a geospatial search engine
in cooperation with Intel and ESRI.
Among his many accomplishments,
David created the Boston Map Society—which has grown to exceed 200
members. David has received numerous awards and fellowships, including
a Mellon Research Fellowship by the
American Antiquarian Society to study
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the early cartography of New England.
He is co-editor of Mapping Boston, and
has published articles on maps, map
librarianship, and authored the Guide to
U.S. Map Resources, New Hampshire
Maps to 1900, and Vermont Maps prior
to 1900.
While David certainly arrived at the
pinnacle of his profession through a
combination of hard work and creativity, he has maintained a lighthearted
side. Joseph Garver, Reference Librarian at Harvard Map Collection, recalls
how, for an April Fool’s Day joke in
1995, David sent the following email
message out on MapHist, the online
map history discussion list:
After much discussion, the Harvard
Map Collection is announcing its decision to discard all of its manuscript
maps. As the oldest university in North
America, and one of the oldest map
collections, we have gathered over the
years a large collection of this cornucopia. This major decision was forced
upon us because of a large acquisition of blue line orthophoto maps of
Boston and Cambridge that we had to
find room for. The discussion was made
easier knowing that this manuscript
material was difficult to care for, created many preservation concerns, and
researchers/scholars didn’t know we
had them anyway. Interestingly, we can
report that the vellum copies compost
very well, even in our cool temperatures. And, more importantly, we now
have room for these newer maps of
Boston and Cambridge.
Joseph said that several subscribers to
the listserv fell victim to the joke and
“offered to take them off our hands for
a modest sum.” One respondent, ac-

cording to Joseph, offered to swap Harvard’s collection of manuscript maps
for a pristine copy of A Charte of Ye as
Yett Undiscovered Islands. I am sure
David and his staff got a good laugh
out of that one.
In the Tom Wolfe novel The Right
Stuff when a pilot “bought the farm”
it meant that he had crashed. In the
case of David Cobb, “bought the farm”
means the start of a whole new adventure. David and his wife, Karen, have
three grown children and six grandchildren that will no doubt be a part of
that adventure. The rest of us can only
hope that David Cobb will continue to
stay involved on some level in the map
world so that the loss to the community
will not be so great.
This interview occurred on April 14,
2008.
Youngblood: How was it that you decided to go into Library Science?
Cobb: I needed a job (laughter). Literally, I was newly married and plying
around the halls of the Geography Department (at the University of Vermont)
asking if there was anything that you
have got… cleaning up tables in the
cartography lab and so on. Then my
advisor said ‘I think that there might be
something in the map library.’ Well, I
did not even know that there was a map
library (laughter). Long story short, obviously, I got the job. It was interesting
because the person who was head of
reference was doing the hiring and was
going to offer the job the very next day
to someone else. So, I sort of snuck in
and got lucky.   I worked there more or
less half time for two years during grad
school and decided that this was not a

bad job; I like maps and I figured this
was the path I was going to take. I did
some summer projects at the Library of
Congress and spoke with a variety of
different people. I soon realized that a
library degree would be necessary. So
I began looking for another job where
I could find work and at the same time
go to library school. And then I got my
library degree.
Youngblood:  That is why you chose
Indiana?
Cobb: Yes. It had a library school and
a job opening at the same time. And
from there, I went on to the University
of Illinois.
Youngblood: When you were an intern
at the Library of Congress, what did
you do there?
Cobb: We did all kinds of things. We
were processing different kinds of
collections. We were sorting things. I
remember one project I worked with
Stan Stevens (former map librarian at
UC Santa Cruz) - we were sorting the
surveys west of the 100th meridian. We
sorted through several sets and tried to
come up with one complete set. It was
a fun time where a lot of us would get
together and we would have summer
parties. They would host parties for the
summer groups.
Youngblood: So, tell me the basics
about your family, and does your wife
also like maps?
Cobb: She does like maps. She (Karen
Somerlad) is an urban planner here at
Harvard. So she does enjoy maps and
work with maps. We have three grown
children and six grandchildren.
Youngblood: Did you find that you
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learned the most about maps by working in map collections or by formal
training?
Cobb: Well, I did get the masters’ degree in geography, but it was mostly get
down get dirty and work with the maps.
I learned from the various collections
that I worked with. For example, at
first I did not know a thing about aerial
photographs. The University of Illinois
had this humongous collection of air
photos – just a huge department, so I
learned a lot from the various researchers there that used the collections.
Youngblood: What were the major departments that used the map collections
at the University of Illinois at the time?
Cobb: Certainly for the aerial photographs all of the state surveys were
located on campus… they all used the
aerial photographs a lot. The map collection was used very heavily by geography… then increasingly over time by
urban planning and other departments
discovered maps as well.
Youngblood:  When you transitioned
from the University of Illinois to Harvard, you went from a university with a
huge geography department to one that
did not have a geography department
at all. So, what differences did you see
there, and what was it like when you
first arrived at Harvard?
Cobb: It is a very different kind of
use and users. For example, at Illinois,
we would use the USGS topographic
sheets on a daily basis, particularly for
the Midwest. Here, USGS topo sheets
might be used once a week maybe if
that. So, I think that the difference
here is that our users expect to use the
historical collections to support their
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research. At Illinois, people did not really seem to know that we had historical collections. So, they did not come
looking for that. So, the uses were very
different. At Harvard, when students
look at current maps, they are usually
international maps. And part of the
reason for this is that here, the students
come from everywhere, while at U. of
I., they tend to be from Illinois, so that
is a huge difference. Here, they still
use Boston as a sort of laboratory if you
will to study maps, to study planning,
to study design. They are often looking for large scale maps of, say, Tokyo
or London. So we try to build our collections from that perspective as well.
While at Illinois, almost everything
was within the U.S., here at Harvard we
represent the major cities of the world
with large scale topographic maps. We
try to have 1:50,000 scale coverage of
almost everything.
Youngblood:  What kind of budget do
you have to work with here at Harvard?
Cobb: I never have enough. I do not
know that you could ever have enough
money, but I suspect that compared
to most academic collections, I have
a very good budget. And it varies
because I can go to some of the area
studies people, and they will go on
buying trips. So they go, for instance,
we will have our Asian librarian go to
Singapore and Malaysia and will go
look for things and I will provide a list
of things that we are interested in. So,
we are able to take advantage of that.
The budget varies on a yearly basis.
We tend to have sometimes end of year
money. We are able to buy additional
items. For example, one year we purchased a complete set of Sanborn Fire
Insurance maps online with end of year

money.
Youngblood:  Since you came here to
Harvard in 1992, what were some of
the projects that you worked on that
make you the proudest and what have
been some of the biggest changes since
then?
Cobb: When I arrived in 1992, there
was not a single computer in the map
library. There were three IBM Selectric typewriters. They were the first
thing to go after a week I think of my
being here (laughter). We installed a
386 – at the time it was considered a
huge amount of storage and we were
so proud to have this high capacity
machine. Needless to say, times have
changed. So, all of our staff has their
own personal computer now, plus
workstations for the catalogers, workstations for the public… I think we
have cataloged the collection efficiently
and then we went back and added digital images for many of our items. One
thing I do not see that too many other
institutions have been doing at all is
taking these historical maps and georeferencing them.
Youngblood:  So, now we are talking
about the Harvard Geospatial Library?
Cobb: Yes. So we are giving a second
life if you will to our historical maps.
By using this technology people see not
only GIS boundaries and that sort of
thing but historical maps incorporated
into their various settings. You can create timelines.
Youngblood:  Regarding the Harvard
Geospatial Library, can you tell me a
bit about how that got started?
Cobb: We started with a previous

environmental resources librarian,
Tom Parris. We were looking at the
frustration of users. We had lots of
CD-ROMs, but people were not finding
them. So we were looking for a way
to make geographic information more
easily available. We built this idea of
developing a geospatial library. It is
very much a GIS operation. The point
is to provide people with information.
If you are looking for a particular set
of census data for Africa let’s say or
looking for particular boundaries, you
could find them and download what
you needed. The other thing that we
realized as we moved more and more
towards GIS technology in the map
collection was that data was not necessarily what people were looking for.
People were going out as part of their
own research projects and finding their
own data. But what they could not find
were particular boundaries. So we are
still collecting different little known
boundary information all of the time.
People usually come to us. They have
the data. So then we can provide the
boundary information that they want.
Youngblood:  Have you found that the
more you put online, the less people
come in the door?
Cobb: Yes. Yes, that is true, which
I think this is both good and bad. It
shows that we are providing a service
where the service is appreciated. We
have also noticed that in reality it has
generated a higher interest in our collection. People find us and then contact us because they want to purchase
a higher resolution image. That is a
good thing too. Also, on the positive
side the digital imaging program is really also preservation program because
it means that fewer and fewer of our
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items need to be taken out and handled.
The original won’t be seeing so much
physical use and therefore less likely
to experience physical abuse and yet
the image is used. Also, people can see
them more clearly with high resolution,
zoom in, and so on.
Youngblood:  You have become
known as an expert in Boston maps…
perhaps we could talk a bit about
the book Mapping Boston and how it
came about, and why it was published
through MIT rather than Harvard
University Press.
Cobb: (laughs) Harvard had a chance,
but chose not to. It came about definitely with Norman (Leventhal) and
Alex Krieger who is in the architecture
department here at Harvard.   He had
worked very closely with him develop
his collection. One day we were talking during lunch about a book about the
notable maps of Boston. So, we started
talking more about it, and Norman said,
‘why don’t we just do it.’   We started
with the idea of a three-month project.
We would put together the images and
a bit of text and come out with a 6x9"
text. We pulled together a composite
sample to show Norman and he was not
very pleased at all because the maps
had to shrink down so much. We said
we can make them larger, but it will
involve more expense. He was very
good at supporting the project. And the
project went on for almost three years
before it actually came to fruition. But
it is now a very popular book not only
locally but a lot of people visit Boston
and pick it up in the bookstores. I hear
people from around the country say ‘I
know Boston so well because of this
book.’
Youngblood:  It really is not just about
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maps but the history of Boston… and
even the history of cartography…
Cobb: It has been a very successful
venture for MIT Press. They have gone
on to do two additional map related
titles for this area, and are working on
a fourth concentrating on the Fresh
Pond area. It has really allowed MIT to
carve out a niche, and you know there
is an interest when you have this kind
of success…
Youngblood:  Was Harvard University
Press sorry later that they did not take
it on?
Cobb: I think so… I think they looked
at it as not quite the level they wanted,
but considering the popularity, I think
they regret it.
Youngblood:  Let’s talk about Harvard
and Geography and GIS, and how GIS
started here and then a similar situation seems to have happened to the one
you mentioned with Harvard University
Press. They apparently pooh-poohed it
for awhile as some sort of too applied
or techie kind of thing that they did
not want to be involved with because it
was not up to Harvard snuff, and now
it seems they are scrambling to become
number one in GIS again. Would you
like to speak about that as a geographer and a curator of maps?
Cobb:   Yes. I think it really is interesting that Harvard did lead the way in
academic geography in the 19th century
and well into the 20th. There was an
Institute for Geographic Exploration,
where a large part of our collection was
housed at one time. They sponsored
lots of geographic exploration trips that
went to the Amazon, parts of Africa,
and so on. It was after the Second

World War that the then president of
Harvard was beginning to question the
scientific methodology of geography.
This sort of blew up with people moving from geography to the geology
department or moving across the river
and going to BU (Boston University).
The geography department was sort of
gasping for air and it finally just died
around 1950. Within a year the funding for the Institute dried up. It was
decided that if we are not going to fund
the department, then we are not going
to fund the institute. The department
and the institute then broke up. The
library assumed ownership of the map
collection… So there were a fair number of maps that were transferred to the
library…. Geography began to tumble
down all over New England as a result
of that. A lot of schools that once offered geography began closing their
departments. Many people say that it
is Harvard’s fault that Geography has
been in the academic doldrums ever
since. Then I think along came GIS
technology and the ability to do things
with geospatial information that had not
been appreciated or thought about…
and do it with a high sense of the scientific method—data compilation and
visual display, etc. About 4 years ago
—probably 2003 or 2004—there began
a group at Harvard that started talking
about bringing back geography to Harvard. There was one professor in particular… Gary King. He is very supportive of geographic analysis here on
campus… That tool could be used for
the Harvard Geospatial Library.   So,
he and a few other faculty members put
together a proposal for a center for data
analysis. They are now beginning to
get some projects going. We continue
working with them. There is not a competition going. .. I refer to our collec-

tions here as a great historical GIS just
waiting to be mined. The project right
now is the Africa map. It is just now
getting underway…. And this project
is going back in time… Some say that
geography has come back to Harvard. I
would not go quite that far, but I would
say that the recognition of geospatial
information and how it can be combined with geospatial technologies has
come back.
Youngblood:  You were instrumental
in founding the Boston Map Society.
Would you like to talk a bit about that?
Cobb: Yes, that is true. One of the
first things that I did when I came here
in 1992 is I went with a friend to a map
exhibit at the Museum of Science. It
had to do with the Norman Leventhal
Map Collection. As much as I appreciated maps, and I really did, I was
astounded by the number of people that
showed up. About a year later, I sat
down to lunch with Norman and people
from other universities and societies
around here and talked about forming
a map society. That was 1994. We
meet three to four times a year mostly
here at Harvard, but also at the BPL
(Boston Public Library), we have done
a walking tour of the harbor… we have
now approximately 200 members. We
have a newsletter. Our reference librarian, Joseph Garver, serves as editor of
the newsletter. It is an active group. I
purposely wanted to make sure it did
not become a Friends of the Harvard
Map Collection; I wanted it to be a
Boston Map Society… We have focused on lots of different areas around
the world… Japan… Persia… But I
think that the society is a nice way for
those who are interested in maps to get
together… I wanted to bring people
base line 29(3): 29

together and see what happens…. And
they come from all walks of life.
Youngblood:  Why do you think so
many people—as you said—from
so many different walks of life, are
so fascinated by maps? To bolster
that, recently the Chicago Festival of
Maps was just inundated by visitors.
Could you speak to why you think this
tremendous interest is there? Why is it
so fascinating to people?
Cobb: I think it is multi-faceted. Part
of it is our changing world… unfortunately, with wars going on and so
forth. I think some of these changes in
geography make people wonder how
were things before… I also think there
is interest in genealogy—people want
to know where they came from. They
look at maps and begin to get a different picture of it all. People are beginning to look at the nineteenth century
in a way that they did not before. It
is a time in America when cities were
beginning to form, and the nineteenth
century began to bring out these really
large scale maps of cities and towns.
You begin to see some really detailed
maps that give you an appreciation of
the way things were before.

were a variety of meetings. We came
out of it not as bad as some... so it was
an interesting experience to put it mildly. It gave us an opportunity to review
our policies, to review our security, to
review planning for security… so that
is a positive. In the negative, I think
it has effected how we all view dealers, and how many dealers view themselves. Many of them lost a fair amount
of money when they had to return
maps. So, I think that many of the relationships have been strained and that is
a simple consequence of such an event.
It was catastrophic. Nearly $2 million
worth of maps are essentially non-recoverable… To be able to go through
that process and recover… I feel that
we are very fortunate.
Youngblood:  Tell me what you plan to
do in your retirement…
Cobb: I am going to be a dirt farmer. I
started studying plants, taking courses
at the New England Wildflower Society, taking field trips, looking at farms,
looking at gardens. I have learned a
lot. I will have a certificate in native
plants from the Wildflower Society.
This summer I am going to intern with
a local farmer in my home town in
Massachusetts and see how he works
his little farm and suck up as much information as I can.

Youngblood:  The Forbes Smiley case
hit map curators and collections on the
east coast quite hard. Would you like to
say a few words about that?
Youngblood:  And how many acres
have you bought? Near what town?
Cobb: We learned about the Smiley
case probably about a week after he
Cobb: Fifteen acres in Sudbury,
was caught at Yale. We received a
Vermont. It is in the west-central part
phone call. Fortunately, here in the
of the state. We don’t have a house
map collection we were not affected… built yet, so we will stay in this area for
little did I know at that time that I was
another year.
going to become on a first-name basis
with several agents of the FBI. There
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Great Moments In Map Librarianship

by Jim Coombs

WE NEED TO USE A GLOBE FOR
THIS GEOGRAPHY ASSIGNMENT.

..

OK, BUT MAKE SURE YOU
GET ONE THAT HAS THE
WHOLE EARTH ON IT !

THE
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