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Introduction

60% of current GPO documents are published in some electronic format. This tidal
wave of non-print docs raises questions about access, about archiving and about the
digital divide.

As a national voice for depository librarians, should GODORT play an active role in this
still evolving electronic environment?

If GODORT does begin to publish electronically, we are really talking about online or
web publishing. Given that most GODORT members have full-time jobs, it is not
realistic to expect volunteers to have the constant supply of disposable time necessary



to burn CD-Roms, create DVDs or scan docs for microfiche, not to mention the cost of
equipment, material and postage.

As we consider the possibility of electronic publishing, the GODORT Publications
Committee thought it might be helpful to list some initial pros, cons and questions on a
specific topic — GODORT publishing an occasional paper series. We hope this paper
will generate discussion and ultimately, a decision. Background information is included
for pros and con of electronic publishing in general, and also a bibliography.

PROS: SHOULD GODORT PUBLISH AN ELECTRONIC OCCASIONAL PAPER
SERIES? (in random order)

Could encourage GODORT members to publish in a way that supports

their careers, supports the general knowledge about government information,
and encourage future revenue-producing projects.

Could provide an electronic “home” for fugitive documents, grey literature and
disappearing documents.

Could raise the public profiles of GODORT in the specific and government
documents in general.

Could provide a forum for GODORT editorials, letters, etc.

Could generate a positive revenue stream through reprints/permissions.

Could encourage publication of current information and “hot” topics.

Could publish quick responses to issues about government information.

Could provide an electronic archive of GODORT publications and documents
from Task Forces and Committees.

Could update print publications for which GODORT has copyright and make

them available online.



Could republish significant documents from State Government information

organizations (with permission).

CONS: SHOULD GODORT PUBLISH AN ELECTRONIC OCCASIONAL PAPER
SERIES? (in random order)

Would require a significant commitment of personnel, time and money.
Could require organizational changes, more than just a sub-group of the
Publications Committee.

Would require a commitment to migrate as new technologies emerge.
Time/effort to create/update business plan.

Time/effort to prepare a master source file.

Possible need to purchase outside expertise.

Significant amount of electronic/server space would be needed for current, future and
archived publications.

QUESTIONS:
Does the GODORT Publications Committee, (even possibly augmented with
additional GODORT members interested in this project), have the time to

take on a new, long-term commitment such as electronic publishing, or should a
new group be formed within GODORT?

How much server space would we need (current/future) and where would the
server be housed?

In what format/s would we publish? Individual documents? An e-zine? Text



versions? PDF versions? HTML versions? Combination of above?

How do we make clear written guidelines for the Publications Committee, and the
Dttp editor and editorial board in accepting manuscripts for appropriate
publication? What would be the differences between them and publication of a
book manuscript? For example, appropriate for an electronic occasional paper
series would be articles that are too long or having too many graphics for
publication in Dttp. They may need frequent updating, immediate publication,
and archiving. They may be a core of a future publication for revenue for
GODORT. They may be reprints of copyright transferred materials or U.S. docs
useful to GODORT membership electronically.

Would a possible e-zine be available by subscription? Financial implications?

Would GODORT become a PURL provider?

Is Internet access universal enough?

Is email access universal enough?

Would GODORT also publish print versions of docs? Some? All?

Would advertisers transfer to electronic version?

Will readers adjust to reading docs online?

Any legal implications? Copyright implications?

PROCESS:

How do we proceed?
Organization of a working group? Working within GODORT and getting approval.
Guidelines need to be created for editorial policy, and other aspects mentioned above.

Plan — call for manuscript submissions for a prototype example to be presented at ALA
Annual 2002.



EDITORIAL POLICIES ISSUES

Style guides (CSS, Chicago Manual and other)
Citation issues

Fee-based or not?

Disclaimers -- when, what are where?
Disclosure statement(s)

Privacy considerations for manuscripts
Manuscript submission rules

Review process

Construction of Editorial Board

Criteria for acceptance

Foreign translation and other subsidiary rights matters
Republication, permissions

Interface with print publishers

Frequency of and routes for updating

DRM systems

Indexing and thesauri construction

Abstracting services

Publicity and marketing policies

Formats

Data, graphic, GIS, etc. IP issues



Staffing

Input of volunteers

Scope of materials which will be considered

Archiving

Mission statement or outline of intent of this endeavor

Description of interface with various groups within GODORT (formal or informal
channels?, IFLA, and other law and corporate lib groups, if pertinent

Funding

Evaluation of electronic series (shall this be formalized, i.e GODORT will begin this and
review it in, for example, two years)

EDITORIAL POLICIES BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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electronic publications it shows a very good reason for online publishing.

"A Market Whose Time Has Come." Anthony Tedesco. Writer, Sept. 2001, v. 114, Issue
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and distribution. 2. An electronic publishing best practices services be
established so that institutions develop formal e-publishing guidelines in cases of
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Intellectual property issues:

"Copyright Clearance Center Offers Services on the Internet.” Goldie Blumenstyk.
Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 21, 1995, v 41, Issue 32, p. 32.

Talks about the importance of copyright issues in republishing on the Internet
and the establishment of a center to help.

"Newsbreak--Tasini Case Final Decision: Authors Win." Carol Ebbinghouse. Searcher,
Sep. 2001, v. 9, Issue 8, p. 53.



About copyright issues including suggestions for librarians on how to deal with
copyright issues in electronic publishing.
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Summary of discussion of the ethics of intellectual property in relation to "novel
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"Clickability Introduces New Online Reporting System for Publishers" Paula Hane.
Information Today, Sep. 2001, v. 18, Issue 8, p. 41.

Discusses the features of Clickability Interactivity Reports for online publishing
and the management of Web content using this tool. May be of interest to the
person in charge of the project.

"Innovations in the Organization of Electronic Information." R. San Segundo maneul.
International Information, Communication and Education, Sept. 2000, v. 19, no 2, p.
175-82.

Discusses format for e-publishing.
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