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InSearchof the Dlissing Linlt
The LIRT program at the ALA Annual Conference
will stress t'he importance of teaching llbrary
users che process of informaElon seeking and
finding -- library literacy -- for llfelong
use and as part and parcel of oners abillty to
think critically. As such, library skills are
not taught solely in isolatlon, but rather are
l-ntegrated with one's learning other llfe skills
and are taught i.n a contlnuum.

If thls tdea is t'o come about, cooperative links
among librarians from all types of llbrarles
will have Eo be forged.
I^Ihat klnds of links presently exist between
school and academic libraries? between school
and public? between special and academlc?

Should these links only be ones of conununlcation,
or should there be more formal ones?

Are library skills Eaught in a continuum, or do
we reteach the same ski1ls from cradle to grave?
Are these skills truly integrated, or do we
merely show the student how to geE through a
one-time paper?

In the next issue of the newsletter, werd llke to prlnt some of your responses
to Ehe above questions. Please send your ldeas (answers, lf youtve goE some),
sounds of agreement or discord, to Lhe LIRT Newsletter, Ediror Mlgnon Adams,
Penfield Library, SUNY/Oswego, Oswego, NY 13126.

--DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER IS FEBRUARY 1ST--



EROM TTIE LIRT COORDINATOR

Welcome to the new year for LIRT.
Although we are a relatively young or-
ganizatlon, LIRT is a real suceess in the
llbrary worl-d as shown by our standing as
the third largest of the Round Tables in
ALA and by the excellent response we have
had to our programs at the annual meet-
lngs. These accomplishments are largely
due to the dedlcation and commitment of
our elect,ed officers and conrmittee/task
force chalrpersons and to the enthusias-
tlc cooperatlon and efforts of our
members.

This year our focus is on increasing
the involvenent of more school and pub-
lle llbrarlans ln our work. LIRT seeks
to carry forward the development of
library user lnstructlon in all types of
llbraries and to develop an awareness of
the role of the llbrary in an tnforma-
tlon intensive society. Our efforts are
directed toward the goal of having li-
brary patrons who can more fully exploit
the resources of the llbrary and to rec-
ognitLon of the best ruethods for in-
structing those patrons in the use of
their llbraries. Each member, and poten-
tlal member, has lnsLghts and ideas of
the best way thls can be done. The rec-
ognitlon of llbrary use instruction as
one of the most vltal functions ln 1i-
brary servlce can only be achleved
through the partLcl-patlon of all- of you
ln our work. We soliclt your cooperation
in these endeavors and ask that you com-
municate your thoughts and concerns
about llbrary lnstructlon to any of the
LIRT offlcers, to the appropriate com-
mittee or task force chaLrperson, or to
the membershlp at l-arge through thls
Newsletter (deadlines for future lssues
are February I and May 1). In thls Lssue
you w111 flnd a llstlng of the names and
addresses of these people and we hope
you will feel free to wrlte to any (or
all, Lf you prefer) of us.

One suggestion that I have for all
of you. When you have finished wlth thls
iasue of the Newslerter, pass it on to
any of your colleagues who are interest-
ed ln llbrary instrucEion. In this way,
you w111 be helplng Ln our membership
actlvity.

And, should you be interested in be-
comlng more actively tnvolved through
membershLp on one of rhe committees or
task forces, please send me your flem€r

address, and preferred activity. We will
be happy to know that you wish to gtve of
your time and effort to make LIRT a more
active and responsive round table in the
future 

sincerely,

Lois Pausch
LIRT Coordinator
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Friday. January 30
al.l day Freedon to R.esd Fouudatioo 11gsg.{ngs

Suuday, February L
8:00-9:00 a.m. ACP.L Brs Preconference Plaanlng comittee, 1981
9:30-L1:00 a.n. ACRI BIS Educatlon for BtbLlographLc InstructLon Comtrtee

ACR[, BIS Preconferemce Planning Comlttee, 1981
IIRT Program ComLttee

l-1130-L2:30 p.m. ACRL BIS EducatLon for BlbLi.ographlc Instructlon Comnl.ttee
ACRI BIS Preconfereuce Plannlng Comittee, 1981
LIRT Prograrn Cmlttee

2:00-4:00 p.rn. LIRT Executlve ComuLr,ree

Mondav" FebruarJ 2
9:00 a.m. LIRT ELectl.ons CormnLttee

LIRT Membership/Publ-le Relatlons Task Force
9:30-11:00 a.m" LIRT Electione Coftnittee

LIRT Membershj"p/publlc Rel"ations Task Force
Ltr&.T Natlonal Programs Study Task Force

L1r30*L2:30 p.m. LrRT National progrnms study Task Force
2:0S-4:00 p.n. ACR-L BIS Preeonference plannlng CormLttee, 1981

ACBI BIS Program Pl_annlng Comittee, L981
LIRT Bylawa Conmi.ttee
LIRT Continulng EducatLon Comlttee
LIRT Instructional Theory Task Force

4:30-5:30 p"n. LrRT Fubllcatlons/Newslerrer committee
8:00-10100 p.m. LIRT LLaison ComrLttee

Tuesday, Feb_ruary 3
9:30-11-:00 a.m. ACRI BBSS Blbliographic Instructlon for Educators Conrmittee

LIRT Steering Commtttee
11:30-12:30 p.m. ACRL EBSS BlblJ.ographtc Instructlon for Educators. Corsnrl-ttee

LIRT Steerlng Coumlttee
2:00-4;00 p.m. LIRT Executlve Conmlttee
/+:30*5;30" p.n. ACRL BIS Preconfereuee planning Comittee, 19g1

Wednesday, Eebruary 4
2zA0-4:00 p.m. InstructLon Ln the Use of Libraries Cmlttee

A couplete list of llbrary Lnstruction activlti.es liet!.ng room ntrmbers will- be
avallable at the Midwinter neetlng. The llst Ls prepared by the LIRT Llaison
Conmlttee.



GRAIITS: LasL yearrs E.W. Wll-son LLbrary Staff Devel"opment Grant wae made to
Southera Unlversity ln Louisiana for a flve-day workshop for I-l.brary staff to
des*gn a progreq to lncrease the awareneae of begLaning frestmen of aval.lable
ser:vices and resources. The $2500 grant is awarded auaual-]-y to a ]"Lbrary
organlzatlon for a staff development program deslgued to further Lte goals and

objectlvee. Appllcatlon deadLine le January 15, 1981-; further Lnfonnatl"on,
appltcatton foms, and guldelines are avall-able fron Ann Cunnlff, ALA Awarde
ComLttee tlaleon, ALA, 50 E. Iluron St., Chlcago, IL 6061-1.

YASD CALL fOR PAPERS. ALAIs Young Adult Servl.ce Dlvislon ls eollcltLng orlgLual
unpubl-lshed research papers oa materlals and servLees for youag adults. Toplcs
in all areas of YA J-lterature, llbrary servlces, and lnformatlonal ueeds (surel"y
Ilbrary lnstruction flts in here) wli-l- be consldered, Propoeal-s (up to 800 words)
are due by December L5 aod shou1d be sent to Dr. Shlrley Flrzgibboas, Chatr,
YASD Research CoumLttee, Graduate Llbrary School-, Uulverslty Ll.braryn B}oomln$totr,
rN 47 40L.

AI'ID AISC CALLS ALSo for orlginal unpubltshed research papers related to the
improvement and extension of l-lbrary service to chLldren. Proposals (up to 500

words) are due by January 10, and shouLd be seut to Nan Johnston, Chair, Assoc.
for LLbrary Service to Chlldren Research Committee, Stark County DLstrlct Llbrary,
715 Market Avenue North, Canton, OH 44702.

ouTRxACIt WAS TIIE GOAL of the library staff at st. Lawrence coLlege' KlngsEon'

Ontarlo. For the past several years, theytve offered a eourse for comunity
resldents, held wiren colLege hras not in session. Whlle the orlginal tdea was to
help incomlng students, they found that the class members were prlmarlLy towna-

p.opl-., hlgh school students, and colLege sEudents from elsewhere' The four
two-hour sesslons cover library tool-s, Canadtan government publlcations, and

research methods. Publ-lcity trr"l,rded a sprlghtly newsPaper ad. For more Lnfor-
mat,ion, contact Barbara Carr, Learnlng Resource Centret St' Lawrenee College'
KLng and fortsmouth, Kingston, ontarlo, Canada, K7L 5A5'

Llbrary Instructlou Round TabLe News i.e a quarterJ-y pubLlcatlon of the Library
Iostructr.on Round Table of the Anerican Llbrary Assoelatton.
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A NEW STATE LTBMRY SKTLLS K-6 CURRTCULLM for New York, worked on slnce Lg77,should be available after December 1. Planned on the baslc premise that elemen-tary librarians are teaehers, it is dtvided into three parts. part r is,,localinitiative," which outlines the cond.iEions necessary for skll1s programs; partrr' "school modelsr" provldes research unlts for subject matterl and part rrr,"academic frameworkr" groups ski11s accordlng to type - location, inqulry,reading, guidance, etc. copies may be obtaln;d from-Lore scurrah, chlef, Bureauof School Li-braries, state Education Department, Albany, Ny L2234.

A LTBRARY SKTLLS TEST, designed for grades 7 - college freshman has been developedby the rllinois Library Assoclationrs rACRL Blbliographlc rnstruction conrmittee.scholastic Testing servi"ces (480 Meyer Road, Bensenville, rL 60106) has publlshedthe tesE, and i-s in the process of ieveloping norms (*rrcn means that you can co,,-pare your studentst scores with a large sampie). For more informatlon, w-rlte roscholastic Testlng service, or Elleen Dubln, Northern rllinols universlty Llbrarles,DeKalb, IL 60115.

SAVE YouR TRAVEL MoNEY for the second rnternational conference on user Education,July 7 - 10, 1981, at Keble college, oxford. speakers have u..rr-rrrvrted from theusA' GB' rreland' continental Europe, and Asia, and will cover user educatron lnall types of libraries' More information and aiplicatton forms can be obtaLnedfrom writing: Second rnternatlonal conference Ln user Educatlon, p.o. Box 45,Loughborough, Lei.cestershir", intt 3lIL, England.

ERrc is the title of a slide-tape program available from Medla Retrieval servLces,Pierce Library, Universlty of wisconsin-stout, Menominee, I.Jlsconsin 5475L.12 minutes long, it goes through the steps ln uslng both RrE and crJE. of speclalnote is the dramatic beginning which links ERrc wlth the space age. Also includedare printed information and worksheets; these are slmilar to other ERrc packagesyou may have seen. The producers have made a good effort to make the progranpertinent to any ribrary. rt may be purchased for $55; you *"y pru.rrew for pur_chase, but. expect to walt to be able to do so.

GAMES' TESTS, FILMSTRIPS, POSTERS, and other materlals for teachlng libraryskil1s to studenEs K - college are descrlbed in a catalog available from Larlincorporation, P.o. Box 1523, Marietta, GA 30061. rncludes materlals from anumber of different producers.

830 ACAIEMIC LIBRARIES WITH INSTRUCTION PROGRAI'IS were surveyed by LoEX in December,L979' At 24% of them, library instructlon waa mandatory; 4z;t teach credlt coursea;112 use workbooks i 527" use no evaluati"on methods, while 7% test; 39"A say they areengaged in research.



SANDY RXADY has been appointed to serve as assisEant edi-tor of the LIRT Newsletter
for 1980-81. Sandy is currently Coordlnator of Instructional Services at Memorial
Llbrary, Mankato State University, Mankato, Minnesota. She has been a full tine
bibllographic lnstruction librarlan at Mankato State since L974. Sandy has an M.S.
ln Medla, and a Speciallst Degree ln Curriculum and Instruction, both from Mankato
State. Prior to becomlng an academic librarlan, she taught secondary English,
speech and journallsm.

EDUCATION FOR LIBMRY INSTRUCTION is alive and well at the Unlversity of Rhode
Islandrs Graduate Library School, reports the New England ACRL Chapter's nerrs-
letter. A reglonal collectlon of BI materials (set up in cooperation wlth the
New England B.I. Clearinghouse) w'111 be housed there; a continuing education
workshop was held on October 25; and an experLmenEal course in BI ls being
offered thls fall. What's happening ar other library schools?

LIBRARY INSTRUCTION ROT'ND TABLE NEWS

c/o Jenlece Guy
American Library Assoclation
50 E. Huron Street
Chlcago, IL 60611
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