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The San Francisco Conference was quite a success for SRRT and our Task Forces.
During what was generally a quiet conference as measured with past years, SRRT 
members spoke out often and clearly to bring before ALA some of the issues we 
felt to be important. While some groups complained of low attendance, SRRT meetings 
and programs were generally well attended. Our KKK Awareness program had 
nearly 300 people in the audience and the Coretta Scott King TF had 500 people 
at the annual breakfast... these are only 2 examples.

SRRT gained a lot of attention when we introduced 2 Resolutions before the 
Membership Meeting of ALA and successfully argued/defended them until they 
passed. SRRT Action Council brought before Membership a Resolution asking 
that the draft of the Operating Agreement between ALA and its Divisions be 
published so that the Membership could be aware of this documemt and the 
potential changes it could create within ALA. This Resolution was argued 
for over an hour, at times with great spirit, before it was passed almost 
without dissention by the nearly 500 members at the meeting.
The KKK Awareness Resolution was also treated with great interest by the 
Membership and created nearly an hour of discussion before being passed 
with only a few dissenting votes. In all, it was SRRT at our best!

The Operating Agreement document is beginning to be a matter of concern to 
a number of people now that a published draft is out. The Chairs of the 
Round Tables of ALA met in the SRRT suite to discuss the effect we felt this 
document would have on the Round Tables. While some of the Chairs expressed 
sympathy for the Divisions and their problems, we all agreed to keep a close 
eye on developments to be sure that Round Tables were not adversely affected 
by some of the proposals that have been made. The Chairs agreed to meet 
again at Midwinter in Denver and may work to develop more specific guidelines 
for action at that time. .
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2 task force news
GAY ETHNIC

Two Gay B ook Aw ard winners w ere 
honored during the A L A  annual con feren ce 
this year; texts of the presentation  and 
acceptance speeches fo r  both awards are 
available from  the Gay Task F orce ,
Box 2383, Philadelphia, PA  19103 (send 
SASE with request. )

One winning title, C hristianity, Socia l 
T oleran ce  and H om osexuality by John 
B osw ell (U niversity of Chicago P re ss , 1980) 
"shatters the w all of s ile n ce " about gay 
people in h istory . It exam ines the soc ia l 
h istory  o f M edieval Europe through a case 
study of to lerance and in tolerance as h is to r 
ica l fo r c e s . "F or  all its fo rm a l s ch o larsh ip " 
a ccord ing to the award citation, "this book 
is w ritten with such verve , good w ill and 
sty listic  g race  that it is appealing and 
a cce ss ib le  to any literate  p erson . Reading 
this book, d iscoverin g  the prev iously  un
known and often deliberately  concealed  
h isto r ica l re cord , chortling over the fo o t 
notes, and pondering the im plications of the 
thesis are profoundly liberating exp eriences 
fo r  gay and non-gay a like. "

The other Gay Book Award winner, The 
C ancer Journals by Audre L orde (Spinsters 
Ink, 1980) revea ls  a b lack  lesbian  p oet's  
respon ses  to p h ysica l and em otional traum a. 
"H er lesb ian ism  is taken fo r  granted, and 
her lover  and friends are presented, w ith
out com m ent on their sexual identity, as 
the people who love Audre Lorde and who 
helped her through a devastating exp erience. 
The book pow erfu lly illustrates the 
physica lly  and em otionally healing nature 
of the love she rece iv ed  from  other wom en. "

THE SRRT NEW SLETTER

is published 4 tim es a year. M anuscripts 
and letters pertaining to ed itoria l content 
should be sent to the editor at 6 Jones S t ., 
#2A, New York, NY 10014, attention of 
Julie M cCartney. Other correspondance 
should be sent to S R R T /A L A , 50 E.
Huron S t., Chicago, IL 60611.

ISSN 0065-9096

At the business m eeting of the EMIE Task 
F o rce  in San F ra n cisco  the follow ing nom 
inations w ere presented fo r  an Executive 
C om m ittee to adm inister the task fo r ce  and 
prepare fo r  the transition  to round table 
status. The list o f nom inees was prepared by 
a nom inations com m ittee consisting of 
Natalia D avis, Joan Neumann (chair) and 
L u cille  Thom as. It was m oved and seconded 
to approve the lis t  o f nom inees; it was so 
ord ered . The nom inations com m ittee was 
thanked fo r  the fine job  that was done in 
assem bling the slate of candidates. The list 
as approved fo llow s:
C oordinator -  Sylva N. Manoogian, P rincip a l 

L ibrarian , F oreign  Language Dept, Los 
Angeles Public L ibrary  

V ice  C oordinator -  Dorothy M. Haith, 
L ibrarian , F ort Valley State C ollege,
F ort Valley, GA

S ecretary  -  Natalia G. Davis, D irector , 
Spanish Inform ation Center, B rooklyn  Pub
lic  L ibrary

Public R elations - V ladim ir W ertsm an, 
L ibrarian , Leonard Branch, B rooklyn  P L  

M em ber^at-large -  Dr. Lotsee P atterson - 
Smith, P r o fe sso r , Texas W om an's U n iv ., 
Graduate School of L ibrary  Science 

M em b er -a t-la rg e  -  Dr. Arnulfo D. T re jo , 
P ro fe s s o r , U niversity of A rizona School of 
L ibrary  Science

With resp ect to the round table petition, the 
C om m ittee on Organizations of A LA  took no 
positive action  at the tim e. Support fo r  the 
petition was record ed  by the SRRT A ction  
Council, REFORMA, A lice  B. Ihrig, C ounci
lo r  at Large and Luis Chaparro, editor,
The A m oxca lli N ew sletter (El Paso chapter, 
R E F O R M A ). Until the round table status is 
fully c la rified , the Task F orce  w ill continue 
to operate under SRRT with a new coord inator 
and executive com m ittee. P rogram  plans for 
d iscu ssion  at M idwinter in Denver are a l
ready underway. They include a second 
program  dealing with m ultilingual s e rv ices  
and a joint venture on ethnic heritage organ 
izations and publications with the Slavic and 
East European section  o f ACRL.



SRRT NEWS Report, continued from  p. 1

The new SRRT Constitution was passed at our Membership meeting in San Francisco. 
This should allow SRRT to act more efficiently and more clearly explains some 
of our responsibilities. All SRRT members received a copy of the final draft 
in the mail in early June. This was the draft that was passed in San Francisco. 
Major changes: 1. Clearinghouse was absorbed into Action Council and the Editor 
is now appointed instead of elected, 2. Task Forces each have a seat on Action 
Council, 3) Action Council is responsible for the scheduling of all ALA Conference 
meetings and programs for SRRT and the Task Forces.

We hope to start a membership dirve this year and Linda Pierce has been 
appointed Chair of our Membership Committee. If you have any ideas for this 
or are interested in being on the committee, please contact her. Initial 
suggestions indued buttons, more emphasis on a good, attractive booth, 
contacting old members who have dropped out, asking task forces to canvas their 
own membership, and the use of poster boards.

We also need to take more advantage of the opportunities we have now. I can see 
from the results of the last election that fewer that one-third of the SRRT 
membership voted! And I think that this clearly showed in that'so few of the 
people SRRT supported were elected to Council. All of us in SRRT, voting together, 
could make a difference in the direction ALA is going. We should all know this 
by now! I hope that by next year, the results will be different. I can not 
begin to express the importance of having our people in positions that allow 
us to have a voice and a vote throughout ALA. ALA's Committee on Committees 
will soon be making appointments and recommendations to a number of committees 
in ALA. If anyoue would like to be on a committee or has a nomination to one 
of them, please let me know . I will be glad to write a letter of recommendation 
to COC in support of any SRRT member.

I would like to welcome our new Action Council members and thank those who are 
leaving for all of their hard work. I would also like to give special thanks to 
Marjorie Joramo, who has agreed to continue as our Conference Arrangements 
coordinator. This is one of the hardest jobs in SRRT at the present time 
and Marjorie has always been willing to put a great deal of energy and time 
in coordinating the scheduling for SRRT and our Task Forces.

It was clear during the Conference that there are a number of problems facing 
ALA, most of them financial. SRRT members should be aware that we will also 
be affected by these problems. I think we should act this year to come to 
terms with our financial needs and re-commit SRRT to providing a forum for 
social concerns in ALA. Now that ALA has completed review of "Priorities" 
for ALA, perhaps we should review our own priorities. What are SRRT's priorities? 
With the shrinking of our budget, how should we spend our money? Action Council 
will have to take a long, hard look at our budget during Midwinter and then 
report to the SRRT membership in Philadelphia next July. We would like input 
from our membership regarding their concerns and interests throughout this 
year so that the Philadelphia Conference is one during which we can clearly 
define the Direction of SRRT.



QUICK NOTES
GEORGE KENNAN WARNS OF THE DANGER 

OF OUR EAST/W EST POLICIES 
On rece iv ing  the E instein  P eace  P r ize , 

A m bassador Kennan used strong w ords:
"Adequate w ords are  lacking to exp ress  the 

fu ll seriou sn ess  of our present situation. It 
is not just that we are fo r  the m om ent on a 
co llis ion  cou rse  po litica lly  with the Soviet 
Unions and that the p ro ce ss  of rational co m 
m unication between the two governm ents 
seem s to have broken down com pletely ; it is 
a lso  - and even m ore im portantly - the fact 
that the ultim ate sanction behind the 
con flicting p o lic ie s  o f these two governm ents 
is a type and volum e o f w eaponry which could 
not possib ly  be used without utter d isaster 
fo r  us a ll" .

The address was given May 19, 1981 and is 
reprinted in the C on gression a l R ecord ,
June 11, 1981, p. S6141.

PRESSURE LOBBYING ENDS HUMAN 
NUTRITION CENTER

P ressu re  from  m eat, poultry, egg and 
dairy in terests has c losed  an educational 
unit of the U. S. Departm ent of A g r icu l
ture. F or three years the Human 
Nutrition Center provided in form ation  on 
the connection  between m alnutrition and 
d isease, and attempted to link reasonable 
behavior and knowledge with governm ent 
p o licy . This closing means the lo ss  of 
one of the few  groups in agricu ltural 
resea rch  which w orked from  the 
con su m ers ', as opposed to the p r o 
d u cers ', point of view .

(Further inform ation, see S cien ce , 
July 31, 1981, p. 518-520^

FOR LIVELY INFORMATION 
on the in teraction  of scien ce  and society  we 
recom m end that lib ra r ies  subscribe  to the 
Public Interest Report of the F ederation  of 
A m erican  Scientists (307 M assachusetts Ave, 
NE, Washington, DC 20002) headed by Jerem y 
Stone. Not only does the Federation  tap the 
w idsom  and wit of a large number of leading 
thinkers from  the United States, it does not 
pull punches when review ing governm ental 
p o lic ie s  and regu lations. The June 1981 issue 
o ffe rs  the com m ents of five prestige  
econom ists on the Reagan econ om ic plans.
The executive d ire cto r  speaks his mind (as 
quoted in S cience, July 31, 1981 p. 423) in 
saying of the new nonproliferation  of atom ic 
and nuclear technology program  of the Reagan 
governm ent: "a rh etorica l cover  fo r  the desire  
to se ll rea ctors  abroad. It reads like a 
con gression a l resolu tion . The string of 
'w h erea ses ' deal with nuclear nonproliferation^ 
but the only substantial thing, the resolv ing  
clause, is  about selling r e a c to rs " . $25. 00.

THE STORY OF WOUNDED KNEE

The se lf-su ffic ien t com m unity of the 
Mohawk Nation in New Y ork state is plagued 
by a large p o lice  fo r ce , which is attempting 
to supervise the activ ities of this rela tively  
sm all group. The N ation's e fforts  to re ca ll 
their ruling council, which was se lected  by 
po litica l m anoevers o f the New Y ork state 
governm ent, w ere turned down by the court. 
The Nation has been under siege fo r  the last 
severa l years , but they cannot get their 
s tory  before  the public. Both state and 
fed era l pow ers continue to grind down, cheat 
and exploit the rem aining p ossess ion  of 
Indian peoples here and many other p la ces .

JAMES W ATT HANGS IN THERE
A new five year plan fo r  selling o il and gas rights on the outer continental 
shelf is  essentia lly  the sam e plan proposed  last A pril, which created  much 
con troversy  in the C alifornia  com m unity. By the end of 1986 Watt hopes 
to allow  p rosp ectors  the opportunity to buy drilling rights virtually anywhere 
on the one b illion  a cres  of federa lly  con trolled  ocean shelf. It rem ains to be 
seen how w ell the amendment to the Interior D epartm ent's budget to forb id  
drilling o ff the coast of northern C alifornia  fa res , a fter which other p o lic ies  
of the S ecretary  o f  the Interior may be either contained or  a new era of 
exploitation opened.



NATIVE AMERICAN PERIODICALS

A list com piled  by Law rence D 'U rso 
Native A m erican  In form a tion /R eferra l Center, Chicago Public L ibrary

Akwesasne N otes, Mohawk Nation, P rogram  in A m erican  Studies,
Rooseveltow n, NY 13b33 $0. 00

A ligator T im es, Sim inole T ribe  of F lorida . 6073 Stirling Road, H ollywood, 
F lorida  33024 NT 663-T  $4 .00

A m erican  Indian A rt M agazine. A m erican  Indian A rt, Inc. 7333 E. M onterey 
Way, no. 5, Scottsdale, A rizona 85251 $16. 00 

A m erican  Indian Crafts and Culture. Tyrone H. Stewart, P . O. Box 3538 
Tulsa, OK 74152 NT 663-T  $5 .00

A m erican  Indian Law N ew sletter. A m erican  Indian Law C enter, U niversity 
of New M exico School o f Law, 1117 Stanford N. E . , Albuquerque,
NM 87106 $18. 00

A m erican  Indian Q uarterly . Society o f A m erican  Indian Studies and R esearch , 
Box 443, Hurst, TX 76053 $20.00

A m ericans B efore  Colum bus, National Indian Youth Council, 201 H erm osa NE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 $5. 00

Blue Cloud Q uarterly, Benedictine M ission a ires, Blue Cloud Abbey,
M arvin, SD 57251 $2. 00

Daybreak Star Monthly R eader, United Indians of A ll T ribes  Foundation.
Daybreak Star P re ss , Box 99253, Seattle, WA 98199 $5. 00 

Indian, A m erican  Indian Leadership  Council, Route 3, Box 9, Rapid City,
SD 577ol $3. 00

Indian A ffa irs , A ssocia tion  on A m erican  Indian A ffa irs , 432 Park A ve. South, 
New York, NY 10016 $10.00

Indian Education, National Indian Education A ssocia tion , 1115 Second Ave,
Ivy Tow er B ld g ., M inneapolis, MN 55403 $10.00 

Indian Educator, United Indians of A ll T ribes  Foundation, Adult C areers 
Education, Box 99253, Seattle, WA 98199 

Indian F orerunner, Eight Northern Pueblos, Box 927, San Juan Pueblo,
New M exico  87 566 $1.00

Indian T rad er, B ox 312 35, B illin gs, MT 59107 $10.00
Indian Truth, Indian Rights A ssocia tion , 1505 R ace S t., Philadelphia,

PA 19102 $15.00
Journal of A m erican  Indian Education, A rizona  State U niversity, C ollege of 

Education, Tem pe, A rizona 85281 $4. 50 
M useum of the A m erican  Indian, Heye Foundation, Broadway at 155th St.,

NY, NY 10032 M em bership is $20. 00
National Indian Council on Aging News, Box 2088, Albuquerque, NM 87103 $2. 00
Nations: the Native A m erican  M agazine, Box 30800, Seattle, WA 98103 $30. 00 
Native A m erican  Philanthropic News S erv ice  Publications Package

Phelps-Stokes Fund, 1029 V erm ont A v e .,  NW, Washington, DC 20005 $26.00 
Native A m erican  Rights Fund. Announcem ents. J. C. L iberm an, 1506 

Broadway, B oulder, CO 80302 $10. 00
(Continued on page 6)
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ETHNIC MATERIALS TASK FORCE

Public L ibrary  S erv ices  to M ultilingual/ 
M ulticultural Com m unities

"Building B rid ges : Strategies fo r  D evelop
ing M ultilingual C ollection s and S e rv ice s "  was 
the theme of a m ultifaceted program  focusing 
on Canadian and A m erican  exp erience in 
serv icin g  non-E nglish  speaking m in orities .
It attracted m ore  than 150 participants in the 
C ivic A uditorium  at the A L A  Annual M eet
ing in San F ra n cisco . D elia E. M artinez, 
Chair, C om m ittee fo r  the Im plem entation of 
Resolutions adopted at the White House C on
feren ce  on L ibrary  and Inform ation S erv ices , 
highlighted the m ain issues confronting us 
and expectations fo r  strengthening m ulti
lingual lib ra ry  s e rv ice s . She pledges to 
maintain constant com m unication with us for 
mutual support. Then, three Canadian 
speakers (M arie Z ielinska, Chief, M ultilin
gual B ib lio serv ice , National L ibrary  of 
Canada, Genie Lorentow icz, National M ulti
language S erv ices , T oronto, and Stephanie 
Hutcheson, Toronto Public L ibrary ) shared 
their exp eriences with the help of a slide 
presentation  in acquisition, building and d e
veloping m ultilingual/m ulticu ltural

collection s. Of cou rse , these e fforts  are 
supported by national governm ent p o licy  as 
w ell as adequate financing.

Three A m erican  speakers (Gaetano 
V erdini, B rooklyn  Public L ibrary , W illiam  
M cElwain, C hicago Public L ibrary  and Sylva 
Manoogian, L os A ngeles Public L ibrary ) 
d iscu ssed  alternative techniques for 
developing m ultilingual co llection s  and ways 
of handling non-E nglish  speaking patrons.
The presentations w ere follow ed by extensive 
group d iscu ssion  and distribution  of lea flets , 
bookm arks, and buttons. Copies of a fore ign  
language vendors lis t  and a lis t o f fore ign  
language co llection s  in m ajor public lib ra r ies  
in the U. S. w ere a lso  distributed.

The program  was chaired by Sylva 
M anoogian, and co -sp o n so re d  by the SRRT 
EMIE Task F orce , RASD L ibrary  S erv ices  to 
the Spanish speaking Com m ittee, and the 
RASD M ultilingual M aterials Subcom m ittee. 
Audio cassettes are available fo r  this 
program  from  A L A  Publishing in Chicago.

BIBLIOGRAPHY continued from  page 5

Navajo T im es , Navajo T ribe, Box 310, Window Rock, A rizona 86515 $14.00 
Nishnawbe News, 4 Lee Hall, Northern M ichigan U niversity, M arquette, 

M ichigan 94855 $6. 50
O H -H E -Yoh-N oh, Seneca Nation of Indians, Box 231, Haley Bldg,

Salamanca, NY 14779 $10, 00
Rawhide P r e s s , T im es Publishing C o . , Box 393, W ilpinit, WA 99040 $5 .00  
Sundance, A m erind Club o f the U niversity, SUPO Box 20788, Tuscon, 

A rizona 85720 $4 .00
T sistsista s  P r e ss , Box 8, Lam e D eer, MT 59043 $8. 00 
W otanin-W owapi, W illiston  H erald, Box 1447, W illiston , ND 58801 $4 .00



EDITORIAL COMMENT, by E lizabeth M orrissett

The Socia l R espon sib ilities  Round Table 
needs to do some recru iting . We need a 
group who wants to m onitor the p ress , and 
the O ffice of Intellectual F reedom  is m ore 
and m ore driven  by p ressu res  of cen sorsh ip  
incidents.

T elev is ion  coverage of the attacks on 
S ecretary  of the Interior Watt in recent 
weeks have been so  shallow  as to totally 
confuse any w atcher about the rea l is su es .
In particu lar a CBS coverage on TV of the 
cr it ic is m  of Watt in a half-hour feature 
never told the v iew er any o f the regulations 
and p olicy  changes which Watt had ord ered  
which created  the fu ss . Their interview  
with A nsel Adam s, old tim e S ierra  Club 
supporter and w ell-know n photographer 
se lected  his w eakest rem arks about being 
som etines a little over-su p p ortive  of a ll 
environm ental causes, and I am  sure he must 
have been very  disappointed in their ed itoria l 
ch oices  of his rem arks about Jam es Watt.
The coverage of news in general avoids

SRRT BOOTH
Although the "whole earth " flag did not 

a rrive  after a six  month wait, the booth 
was su ccess fu lly  decorated  by the e fforts  
of B ill Galaway and Nancy G ruber. The 
quality of the display was due to the resu lt 
o f w ork done on com piling the D irectory  of 
P eace R esearch  and A ction  Organizations 
of North A m erica . A num ber of publi
cations dealing with human rights and 
other issues w ere displayed, to the delight 
of many a passer-by .

Next year the booth w ill be supervised  
by B ill Galaway; those who wish to display 
m ateria ls  are advised to request space 
early  so  that the design  can be planned.
We intend to make the booth m ore  
attractive and in teresting.

Additional in terest for  the booth this 
year was stim ulated by the p resen ce  of 
severa l authors, including Ann Ginger 
of the M eiklejohn Institute on Human 
Rights and Adah M aurer, author of 
Paddles Away, an analysis of physica l 
punishment of ch ildren , e sp ecia lly  in 
schools  and institutions.

issu es , concentrates on p erson a lities , and 
rea lly  cuts the news down to a very  lim ited  
reporting on events at the "e a s y -to -r e a d "  
leve l, and although this is m ore  noticeable 
on TV and radio, it is m ore com m on in 
new spapers than b e fo re .

I have a lot o f faith in com m on folk  who 
have in form ation  on which to base opinion - 
our b iggest prob lem  now is total blackout of 
in form ation . We do not know o f the w ars 
going on in our own country against the 
Mohawk Nation and the Navajo peop le . It is 
a lm ost im possib le  to hear the labor issues in 
strikes presented  and when strikes are 
reported , there is a foo tb a ll-rep ortin g  theme 
som ewhat like the rep ortor ia l attitude toward 
po litica l e lections during the past decade.

The Socia l R espon sib ilities  Round Table 
was form ed  to allow  con cerned  people 
to develop in form ation  and distribute 
in form ation  on subjects of in terest to 
lib ra ria n s. It is  easy to com e to the 
A ction  C ouncil and d iscu ss the need 
for  a task fo r ce , and request the f irs t  
year budget o f $50 to get underway.
F rom  then on, you are the leader.

The EMIE R eporter
Issued by the Ethnic M aterials Inform ation 
Exchange, Com munity F a cilities  Building, 
R oom  251, Queens C ollege, CUNY, Flushing, 
NY 11367.

The EMIE is a new, 4 -page p er iod ica l pub
lished occa sion a ly  by c o -s p o n s o rs  Queens 
C ollege Jewish and Ethnic Studies P ro je c t  
and the Queens C ollege Graduate School o f 
L ib ra ry  and Inform ation Studies, and is 
edited by David Cohen, Adjunct P r o fe sso r  in 
the L ib ra ry  School. The R e p o r te r 's  purpose 
is to serve  as an in form ation  dissem ination  
and tran sfer point fo r  a ll those in terested  in 
furthering m ultiethnic understanding. In for
m ation on re so u rce s , activ ités , and b ib lio 
graphic re so u rce s  w ill be its ch ie f focu s .
To re ce iv e  future issu es  of the R eporter, 
send your request to the Ethnic M aterials 
Inform ation Exchange at the address above.



SRRT M EM BERSHIP/NEW SLETTER SUBSCRIPTION:

To join , subscribe, or renew, p lease send this coupon -  with payment - 
to: SRRT, A m erican  L ibrary  A ssocia tion , 50 E, Huron Street,
Chicago, IL 60611. P lease make checks payable to A L A /S R R T  C learinghouse.

THANKS! !

Name____________________________________________________________________________

Street________________________ City State Zip

______ $5 (ALA P erson al M em ber) $5 (A ffiliate, non-A L A  M em ber)
______ $20 (Institutions) Back issues are available at $1 each
(num bers__________________) P lease request back issues from : S R R T /A L A ,
50 East Huron, Chicago, IL 60611.
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