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When you hear FAMILY ENGAGEMENT, what 
words come to mind?

Think for a moment 



Supermarkets
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Trains
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Afterschool Programs
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Digital Media 
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Libraries
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Schools Alone Cannot Meet Students Needs
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Children and youth 
– in fact, all of us –
learn anywhere, 
anytime, not just in 
school.
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Families: 
Promote and 
advocate for 
children’s learning 
and development 
from early childhood 
to young adulthood 

Family Engagement Is a Shared Responsibility
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Schools and communities:
Open doors for families to meaningfully 
participate in children’s learning anywhere, 
anytime
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Family Engagement Is a Shared Responsibility



Family Engagement Promotes Learning 
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Family Engagement is Continuous Across Time 
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Family Engagement is a Matter of Equity

Credit: United Way of the Columbia-Willamette 14
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16www.hfrp.org/librarycta

http://www.hfrp.org/librarycta
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What learning 
setting do you 
work in?
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Michelle Jeske
Denver Public Library
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Poll Results 

Please  expand your chat box after the poll is closed!  



Community Impacts

 Children enjoy reading 
and learning and flourish 
in school and life.

 People connect to 
resources and acquire the 
skills they need to thrive.

 We build community 
through fun, inspiring and 
creative experiences.
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Libraries reach out to families 
to promote the programs, 
collections, and services that 
are vital in a knowledge 
economy.
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Reach Out 
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Libraries elevate family views and voices in how library 
programs and services are developed and carried out.
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Raise Up



Libraries provide guidance on and modeling of the 
specific actions that family members can take to 
support learning, reaffirming families’ important 
roles and strengthening feelings of efficacy.
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Reinforce



Libraries offer opportunities for 
families to build peer-to-peer
relationships, social networks, and 
parent-child relationships.
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Relate



Libraries are expanding their 
community partnerships; combining 
resources and extending their range; 
improving children and families’ well-
being; and linking new learning 
opportunities.
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Reimagine



28

How would you 
describe the location 
where you work?



Every day. In times of crisis. For our future.

Lesley Graham 

Save the Children, US Programs

Engaging Families Across          
Rural Communities
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Poll Results 

Please  expand your chat box after the poll is closed!  
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In rural America, 
where Save the 
Children specializes, 
economic barriers 
are intensified by 
absent resources, 
geographic isolation 
and an ever-growing 
disparity gap. 



P-3 Continuum
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Supports and services for children, 
prenatally through 3rd grade, to support 
kindergarten readiness and third grade 
reading proficiency. 

Partnering with families, schools, and communities to support 
children’s learning and development across the continuum 



Early Childhood Programs

• Home Visits 

Provide parents with age-appropriate activities

Help monitor developmental progress

Support knowledge on topics such as routines, interpreting 
babies’ communication, and toddlers’ development of 
problem-solving skills

Help parents develop skills that promote early literacy

• Book Exchange Program 

Increase access to high quality books and literacy rich 
environments

Foster a love of learning and reading 

Encourage reading frequency, comprehension and parent-
child interaction
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Early Childhood Programs

• Parent Child Groups 

Facilitate parent education groups at                                               
schools to discuss early development 

Foster a positive connection between                                            
families and schools 

Support relationship-building prior                                         
to entering school

• Transition to School 

Provide age-appropriate activities for learning at home 

Implement KinderBoost Camp summer transition 
program

Facilitate Kindergarten Readiness Workshops and     
Literacy Events
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School-Age Programs 

Family Engagement Framework 

Support school capacity-
building through self-
assessment and planning 
process

Provide training and technical 
assistance to support planning 
and implementation

Collaborative approach for 
identification and integration of 
high quality, effective 
engagement practices

Key Engagement Strategies

1. Communicating Effectively

2. Supporting Learning           
at Home

3. Creating Family 
Connectedness

4. Collaborating with the 
Community
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School-Age Programs 

 Weekly Take Home 
Communication Folders

 Grade-Level Socials

 Suggestion Boxes

 Volunteer Recruitment 

 Family Resource Corners

 Data Sharing Conferences

 Literacy Workshops

 Summer Book Bags

 Parent Appreciation Week

 Parent Ambassadors

 Family Forums

 Take Home Text Bags

 Make & Take Workshops

 Parent Advisory Councils

 Winter Learning Bags

 Community Resource 
Directories

 Family Meet & Greets

 Family Surveys

 Policy Reviews
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Sample Practices and Activities

Shifting from student performances and 
potlucks to skill-building events to support 
learning at home 



Community Mobilization

• Establish cross-sector Community Collaboratives

• Provide support through a Community Literacy Manager 

• Engage in Asset Mapping & Action Planning 

• Facilitate Book Distributions

• Establish Reading Corners across the community  

• Build Little Free Libraries

• Host Collaborative Literacy Events
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When creating a comprehensive system of services for 
young children and their families, the key ingredient for 
success is great collaboration.



Questions & Answers 

39



Margaret Caspe 
margaret_klein@gse.harvard.edu

Lesley Graham
lgraham@savechildren.org

Michelle Jeske
mjeske@denverlibrary.org

Scott Allen 
sallen@ala.org
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RESOURCES

Please take our 1-minute survey! 

www.hfrp.org/libraries

http://www.ala.org/pla/initiatives/familyengagement

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HFRPPLAFE

http://www.hfrp.org/
http://www.hfrp.org/libraries
http://www.ala.org/pla/initiatives/familyengagement
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HFRPPLAFE

