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Library News

Board member Dianne 
Ray gives Grant Collins 
the first piece of 
birthday cake.

THE LIBRARY CELEBRATES ITS 15TH BIRTHDAY
 In honor of its opening fifteen years ago this summer, Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Library 
and the Friends of the Library hosted a celebration on the evening of August 27th.  

 Musician and storyteller Lee Knight kicked things off with a family program, introducing kids to 
traditional mountain melodies and instruments.  The Western North Carolina Woodturners Club was also 
on hand to demonstrate the art of using a lathe.  As families watched, the woodturners made tops that they 
gave out to children.  A cake and punch reception preceded the Lee Knight’s full length program.  

 We were lucky to have three members of the library’s original steering committee in attendance: Dr. 
Barbara Carlton, Janice Berglund, and Vanna Cameron.  Without their efforts, and those of many others, this 
library wouldn’t be what it is today!

Lee Knight performs 
on his traditional 
mountain banjo.

“Access to knowledge is the superb, the supreme act of truly great civilizations.  Of all the 
institutions that purport to do this, free libraries stand virtually alone in accomplishing this 
mission.”            Toni Morrison, New York Public Library, 1997

Library News

THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK STORE
 NEW SHELVING INSTALLED IN THE BOOK STORE

 Thanks to the generosity of the Albert Carlton Cashiers Community Library Foundation, the 
Library Book Store has additional new shelving and items are easier to find than ever.   Everything has 
been moved to a different location in the store so you may have to search for your favorite category – but 
we are able to showcase more books than ever before.  Please come in to browse for your favorites and look 
over the newest stock.  The Book Store is located just beyond the check-out desk and is open all hours that 
the Library is open.  For anyone moving or just looking to downsize their own library, our Book Store staff 
will be happy to come to your home to pick up a donation of 50 books or more if you are unable to deliver 
them to the Library.  As always, your donation is tax deductible.

 The Book Store is looking for volunteers to staff it during the hours of 10:00 A. M. to 1:00 P. M. 
or 1:00 P. M. to 4:00 P. M. Tuesday through Saturday.  All that is required of you would be to familiarize 
yourself with the location of the different categories of books  in order to assist customers  and make change 
for their purchases.  If you would like to volunteer for a three hour shift in the Library Book Store, please 
call Dianne Ray at 828-743-5625.



“Libraries are fun, educational, and the biggest bargain on the face of the earth.”
                                    Madeline Albright, Keynote Address, ALA Annual Conference, 2006
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Library News

DUPLICATE BRIDGE AT THE LIBRARY
 More than a decade ago, Friends of the Library asked Jean Whitby, a certified American Contract 
Bridge League Director, to run weekly duplicate games at the library during winter months.  The games were 
to be open to the public, which in those days usually meant ten or twelve bridge players from Cashiers.

 Today these games are held year round every Tuesday at 1 p.m., and they draw players from 
throughout our area, including not only from the nearby towns of Glenville and Sapphire, but from 
Toxaway, Scaly Mountain and Highlands.  During the summer months, visitors and summer residents often 
swell the number of players to as many as fifty, and fill the meeting room with accents from many other 
areas of the country.  
 
 Duplicate Bridge at the Library would not be possible without the time and expertise given 
freely and graciously by Jean Whitby.  Due to Jean, the games are now officially sanctioned by ACBL, 
and winners not only receive small cash prizes, but also earn 
points toward becoming ACBL Life Masters.  Approximately 
one dollar of the four-dollar entrance fee is donated to Friends 
of the Library.  The remainder covers the costs of prizes and 
refreshments. Adding greatly to the enjoyment of the games 
are the refreshments provided for the past four years by Sue 
Schmidt, a former FOL board member.  The eagerness and the 
frequency with which players crowd around the food and drinks 
between rounds has led some to suspect that at least half of the 
attraction of bridge at the library lies with Sue’s popcorn, fresh 
brewed coffee and homemade cookies.

 For more information about Duplicate Bridge at the 
Library, please call FOL Bridge Chair, Graham Somerville, 
at 743-0455.

THE LIBRARY EXPERIENCING A DRAMATIC INCREASE IN TRAFFIC
May - July 2008
 Books Checked Out     7859
 A/V Checked Out (movies, music, books on tape/CD) 3050
 People Who Used Computers    2351
 Visitors (Door Count)     15980

May - July 2009
 Books Checked Out     9811
 A/V Checked Out (movies, music, books on tape/CD) 3524
 People Who Used Computers    2580
 Visitors (Door Count)     18,749

July 2009 alone
 Books Checked Out     4202
 A/V Checked Out (movies, music, books on tape/CD) 1522
 People Who Used Computers    1156
 Visitors (Door Count)     8184
 

Jean Whitby and Sue Schmidt at the bridge 
table invite all bridge players to join in the fun

The library traffic is 
way up from last year 
according to statistics 
compiled by the library.

If this trend continues 
we could see a doubling 
of traffic in the next five 
years.
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MOVIES AT THE LIBRARY

 Free movies, sponsored by The Friends, are 
shown twice each month at the library. When the facility 
was completed in 2006 it included a new meeting hall 
with an audio/video surround sound system capable of 
showing feature films.

 Showings are announced in the Crossroads 
Chronicle, the local radio stations, the library and appear 
on the Fontana Regional Library website calendar.  We 
are also very interested in showing movies that reflect 
the interests of our community, so suggestions are 
welcome and can be made at the library.

 Typically the show starts at 3PM on a 
Thursday afternoon. In addition to free admission, 
we also provide free popcorn and beverages.  Of course 
donations are always welcome and help to underwrite 
the cost of acquiring the films when a movie is not 
available in the library system.

COMING FILMS
October 1st ~ A Sense of Wonder - Co-sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library and the Bartram Trail 
Society. 

October 15th ~  The Soloist with Jamie Foxx and 
Robert Downey Jr. (Rated PG-13, 117 mins.)

November 5th ~ Duplicity with Julia Roberts 
(Rated PG-13, 125 min.)

November 19th ~ My Life in Ruins with Nia 
Vardalos (Rated PG-13, 95 min.)

December 3rd ~ Four Christmases with Reese 
Witherspon (Rated PG-13, 88 min.)

Christmas Program ~ Date and details TBD.

January 7th ~ The Proposal with Sandra Bullock 
(Rated PG-13, 108 min.)

Don’t forget to watch for us in this year’s 
Christmas Parade on December 12!

Fall	Events

Photo by Steven Johannessen

Cashiers Bibliophiles
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 The Cashiers Bibliophiles have now been 
meeting for six years. They meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month, September through 
May, and read quality literary fiction chosen by the 
moderators in conjunction with the Chairman Ethan 
Staats. An attempt is made to find books in paper 
back when possible. Books are made available at the 
library for check out or can be purchased at Chapter 
2 book store at discount. Bibliophiles are sponsored 
by Friends of the Library and purchase extra copies 
of books when necessary.

 The entire community is invited to attend our 
meetings and participate in the discussions led by the 
moderator. Everyone is encouraged to attend even if 
they did not read the book but only wish to find out 
about the book or learn about our group. Meetings 
start at 5:30 PM to accommodate all members and 
we always are over before 7:00 PM.

 Readings and moderators for the next year 
are as follows:

September 9 ~ March by Geraldine Brooks,  
 moderator Marilyn Staats
October 14 ~ Poisonwood Bible by Barbara  
 Kingsolver, moderator Sarah Skrobis 
November 11 ~ South of Broad by Pat Conroy,  
 moderator Ann McKee Austin
December 9 ~ The Plague by Albert Camus,  
 moderator Kitty Eaton
January 13 ~ The Elegance of the Hedgehog by   
 Muriel Barbery, moderator Amy Chase
February 10 ~ Serena by Ron Rash, moderator  
 Sandy Bayley
March 10 ~ Selected Short Stories by Flannery  
 OʼConnor, moderator Kathie Blozan
April 14 ~ Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese,  
 moderator Diane Stumm
May 12 ~ Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie  
 Society by Shaffer and Barrows, moderator  
 Jim Wilkinson

 We then try to rest during the hectic summer 
and get ready for another exciting year of provocative 
reading.

Ethan F. Staats ~ Chairman Cashiers Bibliophiles

Left to right:   Laura Hansen, Ann Austin, Ethan Staats, 
Colleen Austin, Evelyn Carter Trudi Irvin, Marilyn 
Staats, Amy Chase Kitty Eaton Kathie Blozan Bill 
Christopher, Vicki Elsberry.  not pictured Marty White, 
Ron Lehman, Hedy Okolichany, Nancy Wilkinson, Susan 
Davis, Iris Mixon.

Cashiers Bibliophiles

✯✯✯✯✯

The Cashiers Bibliophiles
meets on the second

Wednesday of each month
at 5:30 PM and are always

over before 7:00 PM. 
✯✯✯✯✯

CASHIERS ROTARY DONATES
$1000 TO LIBRARY

The Rotary Club Of Cashiers Valley 
has donated $1000 to the Friends Of 
The Library.  Here, Sandy Bayley 
accepts the check for the donation 
from Mary Beth Brody and Rotary 
President Barry Moore.



snakes alive! on july 17
 The Friends of the Library sponsored another return visit of the 
popular Snakes Alive summer program on July 17. This past summer over 
100 people attended Ron Cromer’s snakes program, which consisted of two 
distinct parts. The first half of the program was an orientation lecture, and 
the second half was a “hands-on” session.

 The orientation lecture included a slide presentation with a 
discussion of various topics. The topics included the dispelling of common 
myths associated with snakes, the proper way to hold a snake, pattern 
identification, an overview of a snake’s anatomy and characteristics, and a 
strong warning concerning the handling of snakes found in the wild.

 The “hands-on” session was an opportunity to hold and pet 
approximately two dozen tamed snakes. This session concluded with a 
finale of a giant python available for holding and petting.

Summer	Special	Events
For	Kids
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
LUNCHEON

Wednesday, September 23 marked a day of 
celebration at the Library with The Friends 
hosting a Library Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon for all of the volunteers who give their 
time and expertise to the library.  FOL President 
Sandy Bayley thanked the volunteers for their 
hard work and pointed out that the library could 
not function without them.

LEE KNIGHT PERFORMS AT LIBRARY BIRTHDAY

Lee is an expert on Appalachian music, and combined 
with his storytelling gave an excellent performance!

Center: Sarah Skrobis (librarian) middle  
and Ethan Staats (Fontana Board) far 
right holding a 150 pound python.

Left: Zimm Staats with a Hognose snake.
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R.E.A.D. Program
at the Library
 The Children’s Room was designed and 
furnished to be ‘kids friendly’.  Besides the many 
books available for many levels of ‘readers’ from 
picture books to actual reading along with smaller 
sized tables and chairs, there are soft sculpture 
furniture pieces, plush toys, hand puppets and stage, 
and a miniature railroad.  The adults are not forgotten 
here; books dealing with developmental childhood 
and parenting issues are right there in the middle of the 
room along with comfortable chairs for the adults.

 Cera and Pilar two certified Therapy dogs have 
come weekly to be read to by any visiting children.  
The two Lab/Golden Retriever crosses are participants 
in the R.E.A.D. ( Reading Education Assistance Dogs) 
to help improve and assist children with reading skills, 
comprehension, cadence, and the pure joy of reading 
aloud to a totally accepting non-critical ‘audience‘.  
There is no charge for a child to participate.  All ages 
are welcome.  The child chooses the book(s) to read to 
the dog(s).

 Cera and Pilar have been at the Cashiers 
Library this past summer on Wednesdays with 
their handlers and owners: Jo Ann Guise and Jeri 
Wexelbaum.  They will be returning to FL in late 
October but look forward to returning to the Children’s 
Room next summer.

 

BECOME A MEMBER
 Friends of the Library exists to support our library, 
and through that support, enrich our community. The Albert 
Carlton-Cashiers Community Library is a beautiful facility 
and serves as a center of learning, enjoyment and group ac-
tivities for all ages.  Its friendly and helpful staff work hard 
to keep it the finest library in western North Carolina.

 In the eight months between July 1, 2008, and Feb-
ruary 28, 2009, 37,000 people walked through the doors of 
our library, more than 25,000 items were checked out and 
computer use was at an all-time high.  The staff answered 
over 5,200 reference questions, almost 2000 people attend-
ed programs sponsored by the library and Friends, and 4400 
members of other community groups met at the library for 
their meetings and programs.

 While Jackson County provides approximately 
$148,000 each year to our library, this funding is used pri-
marily for staff and general maintenance.  Friends of the Li-
brary pays for almost everything else.  This means that each 
year virtually every new book, every new CD, DVD, book 
on tape and periodical is provided by Friends of the Library. 
Friends also provides new computer software every year, as 
well as supplies for the teen and children programs, supplies 
for the staff, and much more.

 Our members volunteer as needed by the staff, 
and our group enriches the community with free programs 
throughout the year for children and adults.  In addition to 
these programs, we sponsor duplicate bridge at the library 
every week, free movies and free popcorn twice a month, 
and an outstanding book club once a month from September 
through May.

 Our funds are raised through selling used books in 
our bookstore at the library -- books donated by our patrons 
-- and through donations and membership dues.  For the 
first time in our history, our membership is down and we are 
falling short of our budget goals.

 The enclosed envelope invites you to become a 
member of the Friends of the Albert Carlton-Community 
Library.  Please join us.

 This wonderful library needs you. And you need 
this wonderful library.

Pilar, a certified Therapy dog, Drew Ladensack, 
and Olivia Seay listen intently while being read 
to by Sarah Ladensack at the Albert Carlton-
Cashiers Community Library on a recent 
Wednesday afternoon.

Albert “Jackson” Carlton 
(Grandson of Albert Carlton) 

watches Lee Knight at the 
library 15th birthday party



 

A Message From The President

Dear Library Friend,

 Across the country Friends of the Library groups will be celebrating in October!  The fourth annual 

National Friends of the Libraries Week is October 18-24.  This event recognizes the contributions Friends 

groups make to their local libraries.

 Here in Cashiers, our Friends can be proud of the help they have given to the Albert Carlton-Cashiers 

Community Library.  We celebrated the library’s fifteenth anniversary this summer, and because of your support 

we have been able to expand the programs, services and material over those years. The remarkable growth is 

something of which we can proud and you helped make it happen!

 Although there has been increased usage of the library throughout the year, the summer months have 

been especially busy. During the months of July and August, 15,596 people came to the library, an increase of 

2,000 patrons during the same months last summer. Thanks to Sarah and her staff for their work in making the 

library a great experience for all of us.  

 As the library continues to grow and provide a wonderful service, it needs your financial help now 

more than ever.  Government funding pays for personnel and building expenses, but the books, periodicals and 

other materials, as well as the many programs, are available because of your help. If you have not renewed your 

Friends membership this fiscal year (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010),  please renew at the highest level possible. 

Your financial commitment will make it possible for patrons to continue to come to the library for the many 

materials and  programs that are available to both adults and children.

 During the National Friends of the Libraries week in October,  the Board of Directors will be grateful 

for our Friends of the Library here in Cashiers who have supported this library throughout the last fifteen years.  

To those who have renewed their membership, thank you.  If you have not renewed, please take a moment today 

to join us as we continue to work together to help the library remain a valuable community asset.

 On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you for your support.  

 
 Sandy Bayley
 President, Friends of the ACCCL
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Poitevent, Mr. & Mrs. Earl III

Prevatt, Mr. & Mrs. Preston L.

Quackenbush, Mr. & Mrs. John V.

Reeder, Mr. & Mrs. Charles

Reu, Mr. & Mrs. Norman E.

Rivers, Mrs. Carroll W. Jr.

Ryan, Mr. & Mrs. James J.

Ryan, Mr. James C. Jr.

Schmidt, Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. III

Scholz, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert J. Jr.

Schwing,  Mr. & Mrs. Charles

Sink, Mr. & Mrs. Donald

Skinner, Violet, Brightman & Family

Skinner, Dr. & Mrs. Richard G. Jr.

Small, Mr. & Mrs. James H.

Smith, Dr. & Mrs. Reginald

Smith, Mr. & Mrs. James L. III

Spencer, Mr. & Mrs. William M. III

Star, Dr. & Mrs. Franklin J.

Starkey, Mr. & Mrs. Robert E.

Strub, Dr. & Mrs. Richard L.

Swertfeger, Mr. & Mrs. L. Jack, Jr.

Swift, Mr. & Mrs. Clifford J. III

Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. Walker

Teolis, Mr. & Mrs. L. E.

Thomas, Mr. & Mrs. Jack L.

Thorpe, Mr. & Mrs. John A.

Towers, Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Jr.

Varn, Mr. & Mrs. W., Lester Jr.

Voke, Mr. & Mrs. Robert J.

Von Thron, Dr. & Mrs. Joseph

Wagner, Mr. & Mrs. Fred

Wailes, Mr. & Mrs. R. Preston

Wannamaker, Ann

Weatherly, Mr. & Mrs. Robert S.

Whitby, Mr. & Mrs. Edmund P.

Wilder, Mr. & Mrs. Allison F. P. Jr.

Williams, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph

Wilson, Mr. & Mrs. Lively M.

Winsler, Mr. & Mrs. Robert J.

THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
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The above listing represents Friends 
that have paid as of Sept. 25, 2009.

Addison, Mr. & Mrs. Edward L.

Barnett, Mr. & Mrs. William B.

Bayley, John & Sandy

Beach, Dr. & Mrs. William R. III

Becton, Mr. & Mrs. Robert C.

Bender, Mr. & Ms. Thomas W.

Bennett, Tyson & Debbie

Berglund, Janice

Berryhill, Dr. & Mrs. Bruce

Bischoff, Mr. & Mrs. Douglas K.

Blanc, Marene

Booth, RADM Peter B.

Bowers, Rev. & Mrs. Thomas D.

Boyhan, Mr. & Mrs. George E.

Brinkley, Mr. & Mrs. Amiel W.

Bromberg, Mr. & Mrs. Frank H., Jr.

Buck, Mrs. C. B. Jr.

Busck, Col. & Mrs. Albert

Cahill, Mr. & Mrs. Robert

Calvin, Mr. & Mrs. Joe

Camp, Mr. & Mrs. Ehney A. III

Camp, Mr. & Mrs. John R. Jr.

Carlton, Dr. Barbara

Carlton, Mr. & Mrs. Patrick

Clayton, Mr. & Mrs. W. Malcolm

Colwell, Dr. & Mrs. John A.

Connelly, Mr. & Mrs. Robert D.

Cook, Mr. & Mrs. Rodney M.

Cope, Mr. & Mrs. O. Gordon

Cowen, Mr. & Mrs. Edward

Cox, Mr. & Mrs. William L.

Daniel, Mr. & Mrs. Ray A.

Davis, Dr. Dave M.

Davis, Mr. & Mrs. F. T. Jr.

Davis, Mr. & Mrs. Jarrett L.

Deitch, Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert

Dews, Robert & Lise

Dicks, Mr. & Mrs. John

Dimling, Mr. & Mrs. David S.

Dunn, Mr. & Mrs. James

Dunn, Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell

Dunsford, Dr. & Mrs. Ensor R. Jr.

Dyleski, Allan & Connie

Feagin, Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. III

Figge, Mr. & Mrs. Fredric J, II

Fletcher, Mr. & Mrs. Walter

Flint, Mr. & Mrs. Alden C.

Fox, Dr. & Mrs. Edward J. Jr.

Freeman, Mr. & Mrs. Lester

Galef, Mr. & Mrs. Victor

Galpin, Jane & Gus Schrader

Gilfillan, Mr. & Mrs. Richard E.

Graves, Gay & Boyd Letcher

Gray, Mr. & Mrs. James C.

Greiwe, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H.

Grote, Richard & Nancy

Hagood, Mr. & Mrs. Ben A.

Harrod, David & Susanne Watson

Hastings, Dr. & Mrs. E. Val

Hazel, Mr. & Mrs. John T. Jr.

Heenan, Mr. & Mrs. Richard H.

Henry, Mr. & Mrs. Michael

Hicks, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph L.

Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Ervin

Johannessen, Steven & Sally

Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Robert C.

Jones, Mr. & Mrs. J. Malcolm

Jordan, Mrs. Frank S.

Keller, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald

Kinard, Mr. & Mrs. Robert

Law, Mr. & Mrs. Bill

Leder, Dr. & Mrs. Sam

Lipham, Mr. & Mrs. James C. Jr.

Logan, Mr. & Mrs. Robert R.

Long, Mr. & Mrs. Clay

Marshall, Rev. Roy W. & Jean

McClendon, Mr. & Mrs. William H. III

McKenzie, Mr. & Mrs. H. F.

McKinney, Mr. & Mrs. T. Burke

McRae, Mr. & Mrs. William

Morris, Betty & Larry

Morse, Drs. Ed & Pat

Norris, Mr. & Mrs. David B.

O’Connell, Mr. & Mrs. Ed

O’Leary, Mrs. Daniel C. Jr.

Osterholt, Mr. & Mrs. David

Phillabaum, Maj. & Mrs. Jack

Pilini, Mr. & Mrs. Donald L.



Friends of the Library
The Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Library
PO Box 2628
Cashiers, NC  28717

THE FONTANA REGIONAL LIBRARY

 The Fontana Regional Library is the 
central organization for our library and the five 
other public libraries in Jackson, Swain and Ma-
con counties.  It is funded by the State of North 
Carolina and the three counties it serves.  Extra 
funding is provided primarily by Friends groups, 
grants, fines and fees.

 Being a part of Fontana makes it possible 
for our library to lend books to our patrons from 
any of the other five libraries in the system.  Fon-
tana provides an automation system that allows 
quick checkout, maintains an on-line catalog 
which can be accessed by any computer with 
internet capability, prepares books and other 
materials for circulation, provides an outreach 
program to children and disadvantaged adults 
through the bookmobile “Reading Rover”. Its 
electronic network allows patrons to access 
the internet and allows staff at all six libraries 
to communicate with each other.  The Fontana 
Regional Library raises grant money for projects 
that benefit individual libraries in its system and 
provide financial services for all employees in 
the six libraries.

 Ethan Staats serves on the Fontana Re-
gional Library Board (former Chairman).

Who Are The Friends Of The Library?
 Friends of the Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Library are 
people from all walks of life who share a common belief that a good public 
library is a valuable community asset that must be nourished and supported.  
We currently have more members than any other Friends group in the Fon-
tana system.

 The Friends of the Albert Carlton-Cashiers Community Library is 
an organization of citizens dedicated to promoting the continued growth of 
our public library and its services.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Address

City    State   Zip

E-mail

All dues are tax-deductible. Make checks payable to Friends of the Library.

  ________ Individual $35     ________ Silver $250
  ________ Family $50     ________ Gold $500
  ________ Patron $125     ________ Platinum $1000

  ________ I would like to volunteer

The Friends membership runs from July 1 to June 30

Members At Large
Celia Boswell
Lise Dews
Jean Fleming
Nancy Grote
Jo Ann Guise
Steven Johannessen
Margaret Kaminer
Claire Ladensack
Dianne Ray
John Smith
Ethan Staats
Marilyn Staats
Betty Williams

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers
Sandy Bayley, President
Walker Taylor, Vice President
Graham Somerville, Treasurer
Connie Dyleski, Secretary

Newsletter created by
Steven Johannessen

Articles provided by
Friends of the Library
Board members.


