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Projects

BuildLiteracy.org and the Literacy Readiness Inventory (LRI)

In 2005, librarians and literacy providers were introduced to the LRI at national conferences and regional meetings. Current project data indicates that the LRI is widely used in public libraries across the country. In addition, the LRI is also being used by the Washington State Library to assess the state’s library literacy services and the Massachusetts Library Association as a staff development tool. 

The Library Literacy Assessment Platform (LLAP)

In December 2005, OLOS received additional funding from the Verizon Foundation to support the development, building, field testing, and implementation of  the Library Literacy Assessment Platform (LLAP). When completed the LLAP will establish a standardized format for collecting and reporting information about library literacy programs and services, adult learners, and funding sources. This information will provide a much needed snapshot of literacy in libraries across America. This data will also: 

· Demonstrate ALA’s significant role as a facilitator of literacy services;

· Provide leadership in accountability and reporting to libraries offering literacy services;

· Provide libraries with the technology and training to collect and report on the impact of literacy services;

· Expand ALA’s ability to secure literacy-related funding from foundations and government agencies.

OLOS and the LLAP project team are working closely with ALA’s Office for Research and Statistics to ensure that the LLAP data corresponds, compliments, and contributes to the library literacy data currently being collected by ALA and National Center of Educational Statistics. 

For NCES key finding  regarding adult literacy programs in public libraries go to:  

 http://nces.ed.gov/programs/quarterly/vol_4/4_4/q5_1.asp 

Partnerships

In early 2005, ALA/OLOS joined with the Council for the Advancement of Adult Literacy (www.caalusa.org) and five other national literacy organizations to study the impact of corporate giving on adult literacy programs and services. In order to gather a broad sampling, the Corporate Impact Survey was:

· Posted on ALA/OLOS discussion list;

· Routed to state library associations through ALA’s Office of Chapter Relations;

· Distributed to literacy specialists at all 50 of the state libraries.

A total of 862 individuals responded to the survey. The respondents were evenly distributed among libraries, community based organizations, and Community Colleges/Literacy Education Agencies.  Libraries reported that:  

· They were most commonly funded by local businesses and individual donors;

· Funding received was between $1000.00 and $5000.00;

· Corporate funding helped them  provide services that would otherwise be unavailable;  
· Corporate funding was important in legitimizing their literacy program and attracting additional funding sources. 
The study was conducted by CAAL and funded by Verizon. 

The National Coalition for Literacy

Since September 2005, NCL has:

· Received funding from Verizon;

· Co-hosted A National Summit for Action: Next Steps in Literacy Agenda with Georgetown University and the Verizon Foundation;  

· Mounted a media campaign to coincide with the release of the NAAL data;
· Retained a government affairs firm to develop and execute a NAAL response plan to keep this issue in front of the media, legislators, and the public. 

For the latest NCL update go to:  

http://www.national-coalition-literacy.org/newsletter011006.html 

The National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL)

The National Center for Education Statistics (http://nces.ed.gov/naal/) released the NAAL on December 15, 2005 in Washington, D.C. This “…First Look at the Literacy of America's Adults in the 21st Century,” found that 30 million adults in America have below basic literacy skills, including 7 million who are considered to be non-literate in English. The long awaited release of the report received national media attention. ALA’s Public Information Office (PIO) issued the following press release with comments from president-elect Leslie Berger. 

http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=archive&template=/contentmanagement/contentdisplay.cfm&ContentID=111347
The State Library of California, California Library Literacy Services, co-hosted an instate webcast addressing the implications, interpretation, and impact of the NAAL. The webcast is archived at:  http://rurallibraries.org/webcasts/01-06-06/  

At Annual Conference 2006, the OLOS Advisory Committee and the Committee on Literacy are co-sponsoring a NAAL-related session.

The National Adult Literacy Survey and YOU: How Libraries Can Serve Low-Level Readers, Robert Wedgeworth, , Executive Director of ProLiteracy Worldwide and former ALA Executive Director, will keynote the session. Panelists include Susan Hildreth, incoming PLA President and California State Librarian, and Gail Spangenberg, President, Council for the Advancement of Adult Literacy. 
