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 Did You Know?

★ Each year, West Virginia  
librarians answer more than 1.5 
million reference questions.

★ On an average day, citizens of 
West Virginia conduct nearly  
9,000 searches and download 
more than 3,000 articles from 
online databases provided by the 
West Virginia Library Commission 
using state and federal funds. 
Access is available on site in 
academic, public, and school 
libraries or remotely from home, 
office, Internet cafés and other 
free WiFi hotspots.
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 Public Libraries

★ Public libraries in West Virginia 
outnumber Wal-Marts more than 
5 to 1 (174 public libraries to 32 
Wal-Marts). 

★ West Virginians will find nearly 
5 million books in state public 
libraries, almost three books for 
every resident. Laid end to end, 
these books would stretch all the 
way from Chester to Bluefield 
and back again, a scenic 664 mile 
roundtrip from north to south 
through the whole state of West 
Virginia.

★ West Virginians visited public 
libraries more than 6 million times 
in 2005; that is 16.5 thousand visits 
per day and almost 8 times the 
combined attendance at 2005 WVU 
and Marshall home football games.

 Academic Libraries

★ On a typical day in 2004, more 
than 80,000 students and faculty 
visited West Virginia’s academic 
libraries, more visitors than the 
entire population of Charleston 
and Morgantown, West Virginia 
combined.

★ In 2004, college students and 
faculty borrowed 629,000 items 
from West Virginia academic 
libraries, a value of more than 
$35.5 million dollars.  (The 
average cost of an academic book 
was $56.62.)

★ In 2005, academic libraries 
loaned more than 20,000 items  
to other libraries through inter-
library loan services. Sharing 
materials leverages dollars spent 
on their purchase.

 School Libraries

★ In 2005, students in West Virginia 
school libraries conducted 
more than 380,000 searches in 
online periodical databases and 
downloaded 195,000 periodical 
articles for their assignments.

★ State funding for digital resources 
made it possible for even the 
smallest school and public  
libraries to provide access to the 
full text of 2,809 magazines and 
journals; 261 national, interna-
tional and regional newspapers; 
1,827 pamphlets; and 623  
reference books. 
Compiled by Steve Fesenmeier, Karen Goff, 
Barbi Lehn, Penny Pugh, & J.D. Waggoner

Sources: West Virginia Library Commission 
Statistical Reports, 2004 & 2005; 
ReferenceUSA (online); U.S. Census 
figures; Bowker Annual; EBSCOhost, 
statistics from Administration module
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