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Florida 

• There are 213 academic libraries in Florida. That's more than double the 
number of Wal-Mart discount stores in the state. 

• The Florida Bureau of Braille and Talking Book Library Services provided 
Braille and recorded books to 41,500 Florida residents with visual, physical or 
reading disabilities. With 11 subregional libraries and 2.1 million books in its 
collection, it is the largest library of its kind in the U.S. 

• Every dollar invested in funding public libraries in Florida generates economic 
returns of $6.64, a total of $2,9 billion annually. 

 
Illinois 

• The State Library reference desk answers an average of 44 questions per day.  
Last year ISL reference librarians answered 11,500 questions, 830 via a chat 
service on our website. 

• The Illinois State Library created the first statewide reading program to target 
high school students—Read for a Lifetime.  Students read a combination of 
classic and contemporary literature.  Over the past 7 years, almost 8,000 
Illinois students have read more than 32,000 books.    This year 6,700 students 
from 115 high schools signed up to participate. 

 
North Carolina: 

• There are approximately 4,749 public library Internet stations in North Carolina, 
saving residents more than $800,000 if they had to pay for monthly service. 

• North Carolina public libraries circulated over 46 million books, periodicals, 
audiotapes, videos and DVDs in 2005.  If people had to buy that many, it would 
cost over a billion dollars. 

• Academic Libraries in NC present over 15,000 informational programs to 
groups in a year. 

 
Pennsylvania: 

• An average of 790,000 Pennsylvania faculty and students visit their college or 
university library each week. Standing single file, the line of faculty and 
students would stretch from Philadelphia to Erie. 

• Using a conservative estimate of $16.00 per item circulated, it would cost over 
$1 billion ($1,004,255,328 to be exact) for Pennsylvania citizens to pay for the 
items they borrowed free of charge from public libraries in 2004. 

• Pennsylvania students search for reliable information on databases provided 
by their school library over 9 million times a year. 

 
Virginia 

• The first Librarian of Congress, John James Beckley, was a former indentured 
servant in Virginia! 

• On average, every school-age child in Virginia attended at least one public 
library program in 2004. 


