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ALA Honors Top Youth Authors and Illustrators

Randolph Caldecott Medal
The Hello, Goodbye Window
Chris Raschka
author Norton Juster
Michael di Capua Books

Alex Awards

Midnight at the Dragon Café
Judy Fong Bates
Counterpoint

Upstate
Kalisha Buckhanon
St. Martin’s Press

Anansi Boys
Neil Gaiman
William Morrow & Company

As Simple As Snow
Gregory Gallaway
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Never Let Me Go
Kazuo Ishiguro
Alfred A. Knopf

Gil’s All Fright Diner
A. Lee Martinez
Tor Books

The Necessary Beggar
Susan Palwick
Tor Books

My Jim
Nancy Rawles
Crown Publishers

Jesus Land: A Memoir
Julia Scheeres
Counterpoint

The Glass Castle: A Memoir
Jeannette Walls
Scribner

Theodor Seuss Geisel
Beginning Reader Award
Henry and Mudge and the
Great Grandpas
author Cynthia Rylant,
illustrator Sucie Stevenson
Simon & Schuster Books for
Young Readers

Coretta Scott King/John
Steptoe New Talent
Author Award
Jimi & Me
Jaime Adoff
Jump at the Sun

Robert F. Sibert
Informational Book
Award
Secrets of a Civil War Sub-
marine: Solving the Myster-
ies of the H.L. Hunley
Sally M. Walker
Carolrhoda Books, Inc.

Mildred L. Batchelder
Award
Arthur A. Levine
An Innocent Soldier
Josef Holub

Andrew Carnegie Medal
The Man Who Walked
Between the Towers
Michael Sporn, Michael Sporn
Animation, Inc.; Paul Gagne
and Melissa Reilly, Weston
Woods Studios, producers

Margaret A. Edwards
Award
Jacqueline Woodson

Arbuthnot Honor
Lecturer
Kevin Henkes

Coretta Scott King
Author Award
Day of Tears:
A Novel in Dialogue
Julius Lester
Jump at the Sun

Coretta Scott King
Illustrator Award
Rosa
Bryan Collier
author Nikki Giovanni
Henry Holt and Company

Schneider Award —
Picture Book
Dad, Jackie, and Me
author Myron Uhlberg,
illustrator Colin Bootman
Peachtree Press

Pura Belpré Author Award
The Tequila Worm
Viola Canales
Wendy Lamb Books

Schneider Award —
Middle School
Tending to Grace
Kimberly Newton Fusco
Alfred A. Knopf

Schneider Award — Teen
Under the Wolf,
Under the Dog
Adam Rapp
Candlewick Press

Pura Belpré
Illustrator Award
Doña Flor: A Tall Tale About
a Giant Woman with a Great
Big Heart
Raul Colón
Alfred A. Knopf

Michael L. Printz Award
Looking for Alaska
John Green
Dutton Books

John Newbery Award
Criss Cross
Lynne Rae Perkins
Greenwillow Books
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY

AUSTIN, TEXAS

The City of Austin, located in the beautiful Texas Hill Country, is seeking candidates for the position of Assistant
Director of Libraries. Austin, Texas is known for its lakes, parks, music, and high tech/college town vitality. The
Austin Public Library is looking for a dynamic and innovative Assistant Director to help lead our award winning,
talented staff. The Library and staff have received national and statewide recognition for excellence and
innovation, including the National Library of the Year award.

APL is a vibrant system with 20 branch libraries, the Austin History Center, and the John Henry Faulk Central
Library. This is a unique opportunity to help the Director and staff continue to build Austin Public Library into a
great library system, by finalizing the APL Strategic Plan 2005-2010, completing a building program for a new
Central Library, carrying out a public awareness campaign about the needs of the library system, and working
closely with the APL Foundation to implement a major Capital Campaign for Reinvesting in Austin’s Libraries.

Candidates must be visionary and creative in initiating change. Candidates should have excellent public
speaking and interpersonal skills and a high level of energy for involving our partners and stakeholders in a
community dialogue about the future of the Austin Public Library.

Minimum Requirements:
The position requires a Masters Degree in Library Science from an ALA accredited university and 6 years of
progressively responsible experience in an urban public library system, 4 of which were in upper executive
management position equivalent to a Director, Assistant Director or Division Manager level.

More details about this position are available at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/jobapp/
assistant_director_libraries_tech_version1.pdf

More information about the Austin Public Library Department is located at http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/
default.htm.

Salary is negotiable based on experience. The position is open until filled.

Qualified applicants should submit their resume to LynnAnn Nguyen, Employment Services,
Lynnann.Nguyen@ci.austin.tx.us. Ms. Nguyen can be reached by phone at 512.974-3221

Tech Showcase
to be Held Today

The Technology Showcase will be held
today, from 10:00 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. in
Exhibit Hall C, next to Aisle 100. The
Technology Showcase will feature ten
presentations from exhibitors, showcas-
ing new products and hot industry
trends on topics such as digital collec-
tion software, digital media and book
scanning, federated search, patron self-
service and RFID.

The Scholarship Bash is held at
ALA Annual Conference, Satur-
day, June 24 at 8:00 p.m.,
and provides scholarships
for graduate students.
Among others, the
event has featured
the Indigo Girls and
Three Dog Night, been
held at Universal Studios
and has raised almost one
million dollars. This year the
Scholarship Bash will donate pro-
ceeds to both scholarships and the

ALA Hurricane Katrina Library Re-
lief Fund.

The musical evening will
feature local artists and

will be announced soon.
Make sure to buy
your tickets in sup-
port and celebration

of  a great cause and a
great city.  Tickets are

$35.00 and available
through registration.

For more information visit
www.ala.org/scholarshipbash

Scholarship Bash & Katrina Library Relief

ALA President Michael Gorman and speaker Andrei Codrescu prepare to take the
stage for the ALA President's Program.

Codrescu Ponders Three
Questions for Libraries’ Future

Continued on page 11

by Terri Summey,
Emporia State University, KS

Andrei Codrescu, writer and faculty
member at Louisiana State University
in Baton Rouge, keynoted the ALA
President’s Program entitled “The Fu-
ture of Our Profession,” on Sunday af-
ternoon.  Gorman introduced the pro-
gram as a part of plan to examine li-
brary education in the United States
and wondered whether “the ‘L’ in LIS is
receiving the attention that it deserves.”

Gorman spoke about the 2006 An-
nual Conference and the fact that it will
be the first major conference held in
New Orleans since the hurricane and
then introduced Bill Johnson, City Li-
brarian for the city of New Orleans.
Johnson talked about Hurricane
Katrina and its impact on the libraries,
their recovery, and the importance of
the upcoming conference. Gorman spoke
about initiatives developed to assist li-
braries affected by Hurricane Katrina
including the “Adopt a Library” pro-
gram and the opportunity to work with
hurricane relief efforts while at the An-
nual Conference.

Codrescu began his remarks asking
for ALA members to come to New Or-
leans for the Annual Conference, stat-
ing that the New Orleans is “safer than

before because the criminals have left
the city for other places.” Many of his
books have librarians as characters and
he thanked librarians for keeping the
“flames of literacy flickering” in these
times.

Libraries Are Not Just About Books
Codrescu compared the computer

and a librarian, saying that a “librar-
ian may not be better than a mouse
click except that the librarian cares
about the quality of information.” He
spoke about libraries as a place of ref-
uge for many people including the
homeless and mentally ill stating that
a “librarian must be a nurse, poet and
social worker.”

He believes that library buildings can
do than just hold books. “Public librar-
ies are indispensable to communities as
cultural centers,” Codrescu stated. Li-
braries can be a shelter, both physically
and emotionally, and that without librar-
ies, communities may become mindless
shopping malls. He proposed that librar-
ies need to work to remain centers of
culture in the future by continuing to
hold events for the public, especially
those events that inspire people to be
“producers of culture.” He felt that the
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Unscramble the word above and bring this ad to

Booth #1383 to receive a complimentary copy of the

audiobook, ULYSSES MOORE: THE DOOR TO TIME! Fill in

the form below and enter your key card in a drawing

to be one of three libraries chosen to receive all 

subsequent audiobooks in the Ulysses Moore series!

Brilliance Audio at Booth #1383 
Contact Us Toll Free: 1.800.648.2312

This is the first book in an action-
packed series full of puzzles and
codes for its listeners to figure out
along with the book’s heroes!

THIS AD IS YOUR KEY CARD 
TO A FREE AUDIOBOOK!

L Z U E P Z

NAME

TITLE

INSTITUTION

EMAIL

PHONE

ADDRESS

I want to learn more about an audiobook download system for libraries.

GET THE BEST VALUE WITH BRILLIANCE AUDIO LIBRARY EDITIONS
Once you buy a Brilliance Audio Library Edition title, you will never pay for replacement cassettes, discs, or vinyl cases for that audiobook again!
All library editions are shelf-ready in vinyl packages with 100% free replacement guarantee!

BrillianceAudio LIBRARY EDITIONS®

ALA Announces
2006 Stonewall
Book Award
Winners

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered Round Table (GLBTRT)
of the American Library Association
(ALA) is pleased to announce the win-
ners of the 2006 Stonewall Book Awards.
Abha Dawesar, author of Babyji (Anchor
Books), is the winner of the Barbara
Gittings Book Award in Literature, and
Joshua Gamson, author of The Fabulous
Sylvester: the Legend, the Music, the
70s in San Francisco (Henry Holt and
Co.), is winner of the Israel Fishman
Book Award for Nonfiction.

This year marks the 35th anniversary
of the Stonewall Awards. They will be
presented to the winners at the 2006
ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans,
June 22-28.

Babyji is the coming of age story of
Anamika Sharma, a brilliant, spirited,
and sexually adventurous New Delhi,
India, teenager.

“Not since the character of Molly Bolt
in Rita Mae Brown’s groundbreaking
novel Rubyfruit Jungle have we seen
such a portrayal of an exuberant les-
bian protagonist,” said Robert Jaquay,
chair of the Stonewall Book Award Jury.

Gamson depicts the life and times of
Sylvester James in The Fabulous
Sylvester: the Legend, the Music, the

Newbery Honor Books

Whittington
Alan Armstrong
Random House

Hitler Youth: Growing Up
in Hitler’s Shadow
Susan Campbell Bartoletti
Scholastic Nonfiction

Princess Academy
Shannon Hale
Bloomsbury Children’s Books

Show Way
Jacqueline Woodson
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Caldecott Medal Honor Books

Rosa
Bryan Collier
author Nikki Giovanni
Henry Holt and Company

Zen Shorts
Jon J. Muth
Scholastic Press

Hot Air: The (Mostly) True Story of the
First Hot-air Balloon Ride
Marjorie Priceman
Atheneum Books for Young Readers

Song of the Water Boatman and Other
Pond Poems
Beckie Prange
author Joyce Sidman
Houghton Mifflin Company

Lulu Delacre
Lee & Low Books, Inc.

César: ¡Sí, Se Puede!Yes, We Can!
David Diaz
author Carmen T. Bernier-Grand
Marshall Cavendish

Me Llamo Celia: La Vida de Celia Cruz/
My Name Is Celia: The Life Of Celia
Cruz
Rafael López
author Monica Brown
Luna Rising

Coretta Scott King Author
Honor Books

Maritcha: A Nineteenth-Century
American Girl
Tonya Bolden
Henry N. Abrams, Inc., Publishers

Dark Sons
Nikki Grimes
Jump at the Sun

A Wreath for Emmett Till
Marilyn Nelson
Houghton Mifflin Company

Coretta Scott King Illustrator
Honor Book

Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost
Boys of Sudan
R. Gregory Christie
Lee and Low Books

Continued on page 9

Printz Honor Books

Black Juice
Margo Lanagan
EOS

I Am the Messenger
Markus Zusak
Alfred A. Knopf

John Lennon: All I Want Is the Truth,
a Photographic Biography
Elizabeth Partridge
Viking

A Wreath for Emmett Till
Marilyn Nelson
Houghton Mifflin Company

Pura Belpré Author Honor Books

César:¡Si,Se Puede! Yes, We Can!
Carmen T. Bernier-Grand
Marshall Cavendish

Doña Flor: A Tall Tale About a Giant
Woman With a Great Big Heart
Pat Mora
Alfred A. Knopf

Becoming Naomi León
Pam Muñoz Ryan
Scholastic Press

Pura Belpré Illustrator
Honor Books

Arrorró, Mi Niño: Latino Lullabies and
Gentle Games

Youth Author and Illustrator Honor Books
Geisel Honor Books

Hi! Fly Guy
Tedd Arnold
Cartwheel Books

A Splendid Friend, Indeed
Suzanne Bloom
Boyds Mills Press

Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa
author Erica Silverman,
illustrator Betsy Lewin
Harcourt, Inc.

Amanda Pig and the Really Hot Day
author Jean Van Leeuwen, illustrator
Ann Schweninger
Dial Books for Young Readers

Sibert Honor Book

Hitler Youth: Growing Up in
Hitler’s Shadow
Susan Campbell Bartoletti
Scholastic Nonfiction

Batchelder Honor Books

Phaidon Press Limited
Nicholas
author René Goscinny,
illustrator Jean-Jacques Sempé

Bloomsbury Children’s Books
When I Was a Soldier
Valérie Zenatti
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Providing for the needs of researchers
CSA proudly continues it support of the library community at ALA Midwinter 2006.  An innovator in the information
field for more than 30 years, CSA equips customers with analysis, evaluation, and reporting tools in addition to
searching solutions.

More than you think…

• MultiSearch – the federated search solution powered by CSA Illumina 

• Scholar Profiles – innovative keyword access to the community behind the content 

• Ulrich’s – providing analysis, access, and comprehensive information on serials published throughout the world

Better than before…

• CSA Illumina – newly-enhanced platform providing access to more than 100 full-text and A&I resources

More than 

you think… 

Better than 

before…

Discover CSA at Booth #257

Six libraries are winners of the John
Cotton Dana Library Public Relations
Award, which recognizes and honors
outstanding achievement in library pub-
lic relations. This award, jointly spon-
sored by the H. W. Wilson Company and
the H. W. Wilson Foundation, Bronx,
N.Y., with the Library Administration
and Management Association (LAMA),
a division of ALA, has been awarded con-
tinuously since 1946.

“The winning entries represent im-
pressive public relations campaigns that
ran the gamut from reading and library
card sign-up promotion to reaching teen
audiences to the opening and renova-
tion of library facilities. What they all
had in common was a remarkable suc-
cess in raising public awareness of fa-
cilities, programs and services,” said
Tim Wadham, award committee chair.

The 2006 awards will be presented to:
Charleston County Public Li-

brary (Charleston, SC), for its innova-
tive project, “Remembering the Cooper
River Bridges.”

The James B. Duke Library —
Furman University (Greenville, SC),
for “ICU: Life in the Library” and “Year
of the Library,” a two-phase building
renovation and expansion campaign.

The Black Caucus of the Ameri-
can Library Association (BCALA) is
thrilled to announce the winners of
the 2006 BCALA Literary Awards.
The awards recognize excellence in
adult fiction and nonfiction by Afri-
can American authors published in
2005, including the work of a first
novelist, and a citation for Outstand-
ing Contribution to Publishing. The
recipients will receive the awards
during the 2006 ALA Annual Con-
ference in New Orleans, LA.

The winner in the Fiction category
is Third Girl From the Left by Martha
Southgate (Houghton Mifflin), which
depicts the lives of three generations
of black women who share a love for
films. The Fiction Honor Book win-
ners are Snake Walkers by J. Everett
Prewitt (Northland) and I Got Some-
body In Staunton by William Henry
Lewis (Amistad).

The winner in the Nonfiction cat-
egory is Black Crescent: The Experi-
ence and Legacy of African Muslims
in the Americas by Michael A. Gomez
(Cambridge University Press), a com-
prehensive, multifaceted, historical
study of Islam. Three Honor Book win-
ners were also selected: Fighting for

America: Black Soldiers—The Un-
sung Heroes of World War II by Chris-
topher Paul Moore (One World), Self-
Taught: African American Education
in Slavery and Freedom by Heather
Andrea Williams (University of North
Carolina Press), and Migrating to the
Movies: Cinema and Black Urban
Modernity by Jacqueline Stewart
(University of California Press).

The recipient of the First Novel-
ist Award is Denise Nicholas for
Freshwater Road (Agate).  The
events of the 1964 Freedom Summer
truly spring to life in this impres-
sive debut novel, a fine addition to
the historical fiction of the Civil
Rights Movement.

For excellence in scholarship, the
BCALA Literary Awards Committee
presents the Outstanding Contribu-
tion to Publishing Citation to Lisa E.
Farrington for Creating Their Own
Image: The History of African-Ameri-
can Women Artists (Oxford Univer-
sity Press), a phenomenal historical
reference tool that captivates and edu-
cates the reader. This comprehensive
chronology is a tribute to African
American women artists for their con-
tributions to the world of art.

BCALA Announces
2006 Literary Awards

The Public Library of Cincinnati
and Hamilton County (Cincinnati),
for a dynamic and comprehensive li-
brary card sign-up campaign.

Public Library of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County (Charlotte,
N.C.), for “Bringing the Story to Life.”

Calgary Public Library (Calgary,
Alberta, Canada), for their innovative
and unique program “The Great Alberta
Reading Challenge.”

Loudoun County Public Library
(Leesburg, Va.), for their program
“Hanging Out Rocks!”

Winning entries will be displayed at
the John Cotton Dana Library Public
Relations Award booth in the exhibit
area during the 2006 ALA Annual Con-
ference, June 22-28, in New Orleans.
Conference participants also will be able
to view the winners Sunday, June 25,
from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the “Best
of Show/Swap and Shop” program spon-
sored by LAMA.

For information about the 2007 John
Cotton Dana Library Public Relations
Award Contest, go to www.hwwilson.com/
jcdawards.  The deadline for entries for
the 61th annual competition is December
8, 2006. A full release will be available
in the Highlights Issue of Cognotes.

2006 John Cotton Dana
Library Public Relations
Award Winners Announced
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Author Coleen Salley, left, gives attendee Lori Suiter, Promethean Foundation,
Union City, TN, an upclose look at her book Epossumondas after autographing a
copy for her at Harcourt booth 1033.

Machines need affection too! Librarian Carole Kabet, National-Louis University,
Chicago, smooches Oscar T. Robot at the Emery-Pratt booth 823.

Elisabeth A. Konrad, right, New Orleans Public Library, promotes the cause to
rebuild New Orleans Public Libraries with Linda Heinemann, left, George School,
Newton, PA, at booth 266.

ALA President Michael Gorman leads the ALA Council/Executive Board
Membership Information Session as Keith Fields answers questions about the
proposed membership dues increase.

The fingers of ragtime pianist, composer, 2004 Mac Arthur “genius grant”
winner Reginald R. Robinson bring ivory to life as he performs at the 7th Annual
Arthur Curley Memorial Lecture.

And finally, the winner is! Shirley Lang, center, President, Board of Trustees,
Syosset Public Library, gets some help from fellow trustee Reid Goldsmith, left, as
they hoist the basket she won at Random House booth 1360 as exhibitor Jenn
Childs looks on. Lang said it was the first time she has won anything at a
conference after 28 years of attempts.



Page 6   •   Cognotes           Monday, January 23, 2006

H.W. WILSON

Enter Our Drawing and You Could Win an 
Apple iPod or a Deluxe Gift Basket!

VISIT US AT
BOOTH #1212

Toll Free: 800-367-6770 • Tel: 718-588-8400 
Fax: 718-590-1617 or 800-590-1617
E-Mail: custserv@hwwilson.com

H.W. Wilson
www.hwwilson.com

New Databases
� Art Museum Image Gallery
� Play Index, Now on WilsonWeb!
� Biography Index: Past and Present

New Retrospective Databases!
� Book Review Digest Retrospective: 1905-1982
� Education Index Retrospective: 1929-1983
� Index to Legal Periodicals Retrospective:

1908-1981

New Wilson Standard Catalogs 
� Middle and Junior High School Library

Catalog, 9th Edition
� Fiction Catalog, 15th Edition

R E G I S T E R  F O R  A  
F R E E  T R I A L !

The

Solution

The

Solution

New Databases

New Retrospective Databases!

New Wilson Standard Catalogs 

by Terri Summey,
Emporia State University, KS

The Distance Learning Section (DLS)
of the Association of College and Research
Libraries (ACRL) is beginning to revise
the “Guidelines for Dis-
tance Learning Ser-
vices.” The “guidelines”
underwent a minor re-
vision when the cur-
rent document was ap-
proved in 2004, but ac-
cording to Rob
Morrison, Chair of the
DLS Guidelines Com-
mittee, the guidelines
have not undergone a
major revision since
1998. The DLS Guide-
lines Committee
started the process last
summer with a session
to gather ideas for changes to the exist-
ing guidelines. This process continued
in San Antonio on Saturday afternoon,
when interested members gathered to
look at a variety of issues associated with
the current guidelines.

The members attending the session
divided into several groups to look at a
variety of issues including the language
of the current guidelines, outcomes as-

sessment, accessibility issues, and inter-
library loan/document delivery.

One of the groups concentrated on
Outcomes Assessment. A concern was
that in higher education there has been
a movement towards more assessment

of outcomes and stu-
dent learning. This is
not reflected in the cur-
rent guidelines. This
group suggested that a
new section be added to
the guidelines focusing
on assessment. Ideas to
be included in this sec-
tion are the need to as-
sess student learning
or outcomes, looking at
how distance services
related to institutional
assessment and ac-
creditation, more infor-
mation on accreditation

and the inclusion of distance library ser-
vices, the need for collaboration and co-
operation with other entities at the uni-
versity examining assessment at the in-
stitutional level, and aligning the goals
for distance library services with those
of the institution as a whole as it relates
to assessment.

Another group looked at Accessibility
issues especially in relation to learners

Distance Learning Services
Guidelines to be Revised

with disabilities. Members suggested
that language be added to the guidelines
that mention disabled learners or those
with special needs specifically as groups
to be served. Also recommendations in-
cluded having the distance learning li-
brarian work collaborative on campuses

with disability officers or the offices pro-
viding disability services to identify po-
tential issues and learn how to meet those
needs. It was felt that the guidelines
should suggest that the library and par-
ent institution minimize the need for spe-
cial arrangements for students with dis-
abilities. A comment was also made that
in looking at accessibility issues, tech-
nology accessibility needs to be also con-
sidered including bandwidth speed and
access to adequate technology.

Updating the philosophy and introduc-
tory sections were mentioned by several
of the groups. One comment included de-
fining the word “equivalent” as it relates
to services and resources. The definition
of who is served by the guidelines was
also mentioned in a need to redefine what
distance learners are. It was suggested
that language be added to have distance
librarians be more proactive and collabo-
rative within their institutions. Outdated
language such as references to old tech-
nology also needs to be revised.

At the conclusion of this Midwinter
meeting, members of the committee re-
vising the guidelines will take ideas gen-
erated from this and other input provided
to them, and begin writing the new draft
of the guidelines. A web site has been
created where ideas generated for the
revision, a potential timeline, and other
information pertinent to the revision pro-
cess are being posted, http://
caspian.switchinc.org/~distlearn/com-
mittees/guidelines/revisions1105.html.
There will be a short meeting to gener-
ate additional ideas at the Off Campus
Library Services Conference to be held
April 2006 in Savannah, GA.

Comments on the current guidelines
and suggestions for potential revisions
are welcome and may be provided to Rob
Morrison, Instructor in the University
Library at National-Louis University in
St. Louis, through email to
rob.morrison@nl.edu. Interested mem-
bers are asked to stay alert for upcom-
ing developments and hearings regard-
ing the guidelines in the future.

It was felt that the
guidelines should
suggest that the

library and parent
institution minimize
the need for special
arrangements for

students with
disabilities.

An ALA
Midwinter
attendee enjoys
the sights and
sounds of the
Gonzalez
Convention
Center from a
balcony vantage
point, dwarfed
by the facility’s
massive
windows.
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Gathering in
Remembrance of
Dr. Ilene Rockman

Many of us have had the privi-
lege of working with Ilene over the
years. Others have been inspired by
her example, her passion, and her
extraordinary contributions to the
profession. In her honor a memorial
ceremony was held yesterday at the
Gonzalez Convention Center.

Ilene’s obituary, including her
donation wishes, can be found at
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/
info/journals/rsr/obit.jsp

By Frederick J. Augustyn, Jr.
The Library of Congress

The Virtual Reference Discussion
Group, sponsored by the Reference User
Services Association’s Machine-Assisted
Reference Section (RUSA MARS) met on
Saturday afternoon, and ALA members
presided over by assigned facilitators had
a general discussion on various refer-
ence services and their potential for in-
tegration. Groups shared their findings
in “report-out sessions” with a spokes-
person  assisted by the compilations of
an official note-taker.

The divergent perspectives of public,
government, and academic librarians,
comprising those primarily or exclusively

Virtual Reference Discussion Group Agrees: “It’s All Just Reference”

involved in electronic reference or only
marginally so, made the sensation of
sharing especially revealing. The groups
arrived at many similar conclusions, and
the consensus was that both traditional
(in-person, telephone) and virtual (e-mail,

text messaging) reference methods
should be combined. All reference librar-
ians should now be primed to use online
sources and in how to respond employ-
ing those means because patrons, espe-
cially young college students, prefer and
expect no less. Many procedures that tra-
ditional reference providers use carry over
into the new environment. Queries de-
manding expert advice, for example, are
always best routed from generalists to spe-
cialists whether the inquiries are posed
in person or mechanically.

Consortium-style relationships with
similar institutions are advisable for cost
savings whether done for virtual “chat
services” or for using more traditional
reference modes. Most libraries seem to

be experiencing less foot traffic and more
electronic queries. Some university li-
braries are engaging in greater outreach
by going out to dorms or to frat houses
during the student residences’ manda-
tory meetings to demonstrate their
online services. It was acknowledged that
there will have to be more instruction
for staff as librarians’ duties are aug-
mented and presumably reflected in their
job descriptions.

Just as younger people tend to view
work as more collegial and less individu-
alized or compartmentalized, so refer-
ence librarians must as well. Quality
control in handling queries can be moni-
tored through peer review of responses.
This should be a non-threatening in-
ducement and reminder to offer the stel-
lar service on which professionals pride
themselves. Instead of resisting the ten-
dency of the virtual generation to use
Google, reference librarians should
guide that generation’s cohorts to use it
more effectively and judiciously. With
current cut-backs, there are fewer desk
hours at many institutions so even those
customers not naturally drawn to pos-
ing questions virtually may find that
offers their only viable option.

BCALA Selects
Theme for Sixth
National Conference

“Culture Keepers VI: Preserving the
Past, Sustaining the Future,” is the
theme for the 6th National Conference
of African American Librarians. The
Conference, sponsored by Black Caucus
of the American Library Association,
Inc. is scheduled for August 2-6, 2007
in Fort Worth, Texas.

This theme recognizes that the work
of cultural keepers is a collective effort
and that the preservation of African
American culture is at a critical cross-
road. Information service providers and
advocates from several disciplines are
expected to participate in this confer-
ence, which focuses on the state of Afri-
can American culture primarily in the
nation’s libraries and museums.

Additional information regarding the
Conference will be available on the
BCALA web site at http://www.bcala.org.

The consensus was that
both traditional (in-person,
telephone) and virtual (e-

mail, text messaging)
reference methods should

be combined.
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Join our subject-specific
email alerts.  Enter raffle to
win giant tote filled with books!

Meet Randall McCutcheon
Author signing and discussion
from 10:30–12:00 on Monday
at McGraw-Hill booth #1251.

✩**STARRED REVIEW**  

“McCutcheon and Lindsey
share their award-winning
strategies for teaching 
and transforming at-risk
students into academic 
and social success stories. 
. . . Highly recommended.”  

—Library Journal

Hardcover • 0-07-146084-5 • $18.95

The Joint Conference of Librarians
of Color (JCLC) 2006 invites nomina-
tions for its awards and scholarships,
which will be presented during its con-
ference, “Gathering at the Waters: Em-
bracing Our Spirits; Telling Our Sto-
ries,” to be held in Dallas October 11 -
15, 2006.  The deadline for submissions
is June 30, 2006.

JCLC scholarships are made possible
by funding from the National Library
of Medicine (NLM), and will fund mi-
nority librarians, students or library
staff, or those who serve minority com-

AASL Awards
Luncheon Features
Two National Book
Authors

Don’t miss the AASL Awards
luncheon during the ALA Annual
Meeting in New Orleans, Louisi-
ana this summer. The luncheon,
which will take place on Monday,
June 26, 2006 is scheduled to fea-
ture authors Ann Bausum and Sue
Macy.  Macy is author of A Whole
New Ball Game and serves on the
board of directors for the All-Ameri-
can Girls Professional Baseball
League Players Association.

Also appearing at the AASL
Awards Luncheon will be author
Ann Bausum. Bausum writes
about U.S. history for readers
young and old, ages 10 and up. The
National Geographic Society has
published four award-winning
books by her, starting in 2000 with
Dinosaur Bones and Dinosaur
Eggs- A Photobiography of Ex-
plorer Roy Chapman Andrew.

For more information on the
AASL Awards Luncheon visit
www.ala.org/aasl.

Nominations Sought for 2006 JCLC Awards, Scholarships
munities to attend the conference in
Dallas.

Each of the five JCLC organizing cau-
cus associations will present two JCLC
scholarships and an award in one of
three categories:
• JCLC Advocacy Awards
• JCLC Author Awards
• JCLC Distinguished Services Awards

The conference is the first-ever na-
tional conference to be held and spon-
sored by the five ethnic caucus associa-
tions affiliated with the American Li-
brary Association (ALA). The five cau-

cus associations are the American Indian
Library Association (AILA); the Asian/
Pacific American Librarians Association
(APALA); the Black Caucus of the Ameri-
can Library Association (BCALA); the
Chinese American Librarians Associa-
tion (CALA), and REFORMA, the Na-
tional Association to Provide Library and
Information Services to Latinos and the
Spanish Speaking.

For additional information and sub-
mission guidelines, please contact JCLC
Award Committee Chair Liana Zhou at
812-855-3060 or zhoul@indiana.edu.

70s in San Francisco. The book not only
traces the rise and fall of this extraordi-
nary singer who defined an age, but it
portrays the arc of gay culture in San
Francisco.

The 2006 Stonewall honor books in
literature are:
• Acqua Calda by Keith McDermott

(Carroll & Graf)
• The First Verse by Barry McCrea

(Carroll & Graf)
• Mother of Sorrows by Richard

McCann (Pantheon)
• The Wild Creatures: Collected Sto-

ries of Sam D’Allesandro edited by
Kevin Killian (Suspect Thoughts)
The 2006 Stonewall honor books in

nonfiction are:
• My One Night Stand with Cancer

by Tania Katan (Alyson)
• Queer London: Perils and Pleasures

in the Sexual Metropolis, 1918-1957
by Matt Houlbrook (Univ. of Chicago)

• The Secret Life of Oscar Wilde by
Neil McKenna (Basic Books)

• The Tragedy of Today’s Gays by
Larry Kramer (Tarcher/Penguin)
The Stonewall Award, formerly called

the ALA Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered (GLBT) Book Award,
was established in 1971 and is the most
enduring and oldest award of its kind.
Each year the GLBTRT bestows two
book awards: one for literature and one
for nonfiction to “English-language
books of exceptional merit relating to
the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender experience.”

For additional information on the
Stonewall Book Awards, please visit:
http://www.ala.org/glbtrt/stonewall/
stonewallbook.htm.

Stonewall
Continued from page 3

Student participants
from Hobby Middle
School, San Antonio,
get autographed
copies of books
chosen as Best Books
for Young Adults,
from authors
Charlotte Riley-Webb,
seated, and Lauren
Myracle, standing, at
Amulet Books booth
542.
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“WHAT’S NEW AT BOWKER FOR 2006!”
Stop By & Learn

9:30 am & 1:30 pm
Bowker’s Book Analysis System
Core Collection Development Simplified! Choose to electronically analyze your collection against
H.W. Wilson’s Standard Catalogs or the new Resources for College Libraries developed by Bowker
and Choice magazine.

10:00 am & 2:00 pm 
Syndetic Solutions
Bring your patrons and students back to the library by enriching your catalog with cover images,
tables of contents, summaries, reviews and more. Compatible with all major ILS systems.

11:00 am & 3:00 pm
Fiction Connection
Help your patrons find the perfect title with Bowker’s brand new reader’s advisory product, 
complimentary with all BooksInPrint.com subscriptions. 

OTHER DAILY PRESENTATIONS INCLUDE:

No Time to Stop By?
Write to Marketing@Bowker.com for more 
information, and enter a 2nd-chance 
bobblehead drawing!

Everyone 
who watches a short presentation 

is entered to win a 7” Bobblehead
of our fabulous founder,

R.R. Bowker!

Meet “R.R. Bowker”
a t  Bowker Booth #1403
Meet “R.R. Bowker”
a t  Bowker Booth #1403

10:30 am & 2:30 pm - Daily
BooksInPrint.com
The most authoritative bibliographic database available—
link to your holdings, create lists of titles, and sign up for a title
alert service. All subscriptions come with complimentary access
to PatronBooksInPrint.com—a user-friendly, patron version.

Exhibitor News
These listings are paid advertisements.

To place an Exhibitor News item in Cognotes
at the ALA Annual Conference in New Or-
leans, contact Stephanie Hoerner, ALA Con-
ference Services, shoerner@ala.org.

3M Library Systems (Booth 1256):
So you want to implement self-service in
your library using only your barcodes? No
problem!  The new 3MTM SelfCheckTM Sys-
tem BCS is for you. And, you can easily
migrate to other 3M SelfCheck Systems.
Stop by for a demo.

AGent Digital Collections by Auto-
Graphics (Booth 448) Digital Collection
Management — Sharing your community’s
history. Showcase your priceless, tradi-
tional non-electronic items for generations
to search and enjoy online. No Budget? Not
a problem. Get started today with our FREE
90-Day trial!

Belser Wissenschaftlicher Dienst
Ltd. (Booth 873): Romanticism in World
Literature — discover these rare titles in
our literature collections by full text
searchable handcrafted ebooks. This En-
glish, French and German Language Ro-
manticism collections are the most com-
prehensive available for the time period.
These undiscovered voices do not appear
widely elsewhere.

Choice (Booth 1042): It’s your last
chance to preview the new version of Choice
Reviews Online! Come to booth #1042 for
a demonstration of CRO2 s new search ca-
pabilities, comprehensive content, and ad-
vanced personalization functions. Can t sop
by? Visit www.cro2info.org for more infor-
mation.

D&B - Dun & Bradstreet (Booth
443): Dun & Bradstreet, the most trusted
source of  business information for the past
160 years, invites you to stop by our booth,
#443, to see and experience the newest
addition to our Million Dollar Collection;

MDDI: Total US .
Elsevier (Booth 1206): Visit Booth

1206 for product updates. Inquire about
playing “The Scopus Show” 9:35 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. Winners become eligible to win
a valuable cash prize. Pickup a complete
presentation schedule while visiting the
booth.

Innovative Interfaces (Booth 1745):
Innovative Interfaces, the company that
comes through for libraries with reliable
technology solutions, presents Symposia,
the first digital repository solution that
thinks like a librarian. Bring your library
to the center of your community’s knowl-
edge base. Booth #1745.

Library Automation Technologies,
Inc. (Booth 157): Come see the Intelligent

Media Manager, a security solution for CD
and DVD discs. See FlashScan, an innova-
tive patron checkout system.  See self-
checkout systems process materials
marked with barcode labels or RFID tags.

SIL International (Booth 173): The
Ethnologue is a comprehensive reference
with articles on 6,912 languages. C&RL
News calls it a veritable guide to the world’s
languages and cultures. Choice says it is
essential. Visit and enter to win Barnes &
Noble gift cards.

SirsiDynix (Booth 1433):  SirsiDynix
establishes awards program. SirsiDynix
announces the Building Better Communi-
ties Awards for libraries’ innovative uses
of new technology to improve user commu-
nities. Five North American SirsiDynix cli-

ent organizations will receive $10,000 each.
Online nominations: www.sirsidynix.com/
awards. Deadline is April 14, 2006.

SJB Productions (Booth 1181): Visit
Booth 1181 to enter drawing for set of 18
educational DVDs on underwater animal,
wildlife behavior and travelogs of various
countries.

Swets Information Services (Booth
1729): Please join Swets Information Ser-
vices in booth 1729 for in-booth presenta-
tions on the benefits of “clustered” feder-
ated searching with SwetsWise Searcher.
Presentation times are 10:00 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. All attendees will be registered
for the chance to win an iPod shuffle!

Tutor.com (Booth 460): The Answer
Is Here - for you and your customers!
Tutor.com makes serving your community
easier.  Try out our acclaimed Live Home-
work Help youth program and discover a
new world in online reference with Ask A
Librarian. BOOTH #460.

New
Exhibitors
Morton’s Semiprecious
   and Silver............................ 484
New Orleans
   Public Library .................... 266

Please Visit These
Exhibitors

Create A Space .................... 1101
Randal Spangler Art ...........1103
Pelican Publishing
   Company .......................... 1300

Euroglobal
Communications® S.n.c. ..........679
Via Monte Albo 5
Loiri Porto San Paolo
Sassari, 07020, Italy
Phone and Fax: 011-39-0789-40235

The American Interest ............181
1730 Rhode Island Avenue NW,
Suite 617
Washington, DC  20036
United States
202-223-4409
fax: 202-223-4489
The American Interest (AI) is a new and
independent non-partisan magazine de-
voted to the broad theme of “America in
the world.”
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Effective December last year, Severn House
moved its warehousing and fulfilment to

Ingram Publisher Services “IPS” at Chambersburg, PA.

Severn House books are available at discount from
Ingram, Brodart amongst others.

They are in stock at IPS.

If you are having trouble getting your orders filled from
Baker and Taylor, please contact us directly at Booth 1054

or e-mail edwin@severnhouse.com
or michelle@severnhouse.com

.

.

.

Ingram Publisher Services
Customer Service, Box 512, 1 Ingram Blvd LaVergne, TN 37086

Orders: Tel: 1-800-961-2059 Fax: 1-800-838-1149
Email: customerservice@ingrampublisherservices.com

If you are planning to pack books
in your suitcase to take home with
you, please note the following infor-
mation. ALA was contacted by the
TSA, the group that does security at
the airport and we were given tips
specifically for our attendees:

1.  If you are packing books in your
luggage either carry-on or checked,
please put the books on the top
so they are easy to find. It seems their
density often makes them look sus-
pect and if they are right on top the

agents will not have to dig through
your things.

2.  Due to the fact that there might
be lots of people with books in their
bags, you would be better of arriving
at the airport from 1½ to 2 hours be-
fore your flight, as they anticipate
slower security lines.

The above are lessons learned from
when a reading convention was in San
Antonio and they want to make sure
that ALA does not have the delays that
other convention experienced.

Packing Books in Your Suitcase to Fly Home?

Space has been reserved for
Friends of Bill W. to meet. The
meeting will be held at the
Gonzalez Convention Center,
room 102A, today, 6:00 – 7:00
p.m.

Friends of Bill W.

Codrescu
Continued from page 2

President's Program speaker Andrei Codrescu autographs copies of his new book
New Orleans Mon Amour following his presentation.

library should be mobile to get to vari-
ous communities and described a vision
of a low flying Hindenburg.

Recognizing the importance of the
freedom to read among members and
staff of ALA, Codrescu spoke about li-
brarians as a social force based on their
literacy, and described growing up in a
society where free reading was forbid-
den. In his youth in Romania, he met
a person that provided “forbidden” books
to young people. Codrescu said that this
access to “forbidden” books enabled him
to become a writer. He also spoke about
the imprisoned Cuban librarians and
the failure of sections of ALA to con-
demn the arrest and imprisonment of
those individuals, asking the ALA coun-
cil to pass a resolution condemning
Castro and his actions. He likened the

current situation in Cuba to the years
he spent growing up in his native coun-
try of Romania.

Professional Association
Gorman followed Codrescu with re-

marks on the profession of librarianship
and library education. He highlighted
that “it is a great thing to be a librar-
ian” and that our profession is indis-
pensable in the education of people stat-
ing the “our work with the human
record embraces and transcends tech-
nology.”

He highlighted intellectual freedom,
censorship and the PATRIOT ACT and
the work of librarians in these areas.
Gorman emphasized that ALA as a pro-
fessional association and its members
need to be able to define the elements
of our profession in the 21st century so
that they can be understood and passed
on to future generations. Librarians
need to be involved in the education of
librarians, Gorman concluded, and in
determining the curriculum that is
taught library education programs to
insure that there is an adequate sup-
ply of qualified librarians for the fu-
ture.

Codrescu is a weekly commentator
for National Public Radio’s “All Things
Considered,” founded and edits the lit-
erary journal Exquisite Corpse, and won
a Peabody Award for his travel film,
“Road Scholar.” He also teaches English
at Louisiana State University in Baton
Rouge.



Rediscovering story time.

      Quick and easy.

            Even beachside.

5187-R2
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Bringing Knowledge to Life.

1

2

3

4 Virtual Rooms of content that meet people's needs

Intuitive tools for gathering and presenting content

Professional content    off-the-shelf ready

Content and searches    all in context

Delivering valuable content where, 
when, and how it is needed     it's a 
big challenge. But now there's 
SirsiDynix Rooms,  a Web solution 
that makes it easy to gather (music, 
books, articles, Web sites, you name 
it!) by subject areas, then present it 

in virtual spaces called "Rooms." 

Making sense of the world of 
information has never been easier. 
And with SirsiDynix Rooms, the library 
user's learning experience is richer 
than ever. And the waves and ocean 
breeze don't hurt either. Learn more 
at www.sirsidynix.com. 

TM

SirsiDynix at ALA Midwinter 2006

See SirsiDynix’s comprehensive suite of 

strategic technology solutions in Booths 

#1433 and #1538.


