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Cynthia Kadohata, author of
Kira-Kira, and Kevin Henkes,
illustrator and author of Kitten’s
First Full Moon, are the 2005
winners of the John Newbery
and Randolph Caldecott medals,
the most prestigious awards in
children’s literature. They were
among the award winners an-
nounced Monday, January 17 by
the American Library Associa-
tion (ALA) during its Midwinter
Meeting in Boston. Considered
the “Academy Awards” of
children’s book publishing, the
Newbery and Caldecott medals
honor outstanding writing and
illustration of works published
in the United States during the
previous year.

In Kadohata’s winning book,
two sisters lie on their backs,
watching the stars and repeat-
ing the Japanese word for “glit-
tering” – “kira-kira.”  Like this
quiet opening scene, the tenderly
nuanced novel glitters with
plain and poignant words that
describe the strong love within
a Japanese American family
from the point of view of younger
sister Katie. Personal challenges
and family tragedy are set
against the oppressive social cli-
mate of the South during the
1950s and early 1960s. Kira-
Kira, is published by Atheneum
Books for Young Readers, an
imprint of Simon & Schuster.

The 2005 Caldecott Medal for
illustration is awarded to Henkes
for Kitten’s First Full Moon,
published by Greenwillow Books,
an imprint of HarperCollins
Publishers. Henkes employs

ALA Recognizes Outstanding Youth Literature

boldly outlined organic shapes
and shades of black, white and
gray with rose undertones on
creamy paper to tell a simple
story of a kitten who mistakes
the moon for a bowl of milk. The
moon, the flowers, the fireflies’

lights and the kitten’s eyes cre-
ate a comforting circle motif. The
gouache and colored pencil illus-
trations project a varied page
design that rhythmically paces
the spare text. 

Three Newbery Honor Books

were named: Al Capone Does
My Shirts, by Gennifer
Choldenko and published by G.P.
Putnam’s Sons, a division of
Penguin Young Readers Group;
The Voice That Challenged a
Nation: Marian Anderson and
the Struggle for Equal Rights,
by Russell Freedman and pub-
lished by Clarion Books, an im-
print of Houghton Mifflin; and
Lizzie Bright and the
Buckminster Boy, by Gary D.
Schmidt and published by
Clarion Books, an imprint of
Houghton Mifflin.

Three Caldecott Honor Books
were named: The Red Book, il-
lustrated and written by Bar-
bara Lehman and published by
Houghton Mifflin Company;
Coming on Home Soon, illus-
trated by E.B. Lewis, written by
Jacqueline Woodson and pub-
lished by G.P. Putnam’s Sons, a

Gladwell Speaks at President's Program

ALA President Carol A. Brey-Casiana displays the winners
of the Newbery and Caldecott Medals, the oldest and most
prestigious of the Youth Media Awards.

By Alberta Davis Comer
Indiana State University

ALA President Carol Brey-
Casiano warmly welcomed at-
tendees to the President’s pro-
gram “Creating an Advocacy
Epidemic” Sunday January 16,
which featured keynote speaker
Malcom Gladwell, author of The
Tipping Point: How Little
Things Can Make a Big Differ-
ence. In introducing Gladwell,
Brey-Casiano said that a library
advocacy epidemic is needed to
enhance the image of and in-

crease support for libraries. She
also encouraged mobilizing ad-
vocacy networks to speak out for
libraries.

Gladwell began by recounting
the story of a young man named
David Sarnoff, an employee of
RCA in 1920, a time when radio
was not yet popular. RCA wanted
to change that view, but when
young Sarnoff suggested to the
RCA board that they cover the
upcoming prizefight between
Jack Dempsey and Georges Car-
penter, the board was not inter-

ested. After all, no one had ever
covered a live sporting event
such as this. Sarnoff finally con-
vinced them to allow him to
cover the fight, but he had to do
it on his own time with no bud-
get. With great ingenuity, and
perhaps some questionable
means of obtaining a radio trans-
mitter, the fight was broadcast.

According to Gladwell, this
sports coverage changed the way
Americans viewed radio technol-

Continued  on page 12
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The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and
Transgendered Round Table (GLBTRT)
of the American Library Association
(ALA) is pleased to announce the win-
ners of the 2005 Stonewall Book
Awards. Colm Tóibín, author of The
Master: a Novel (Scribner), is the win-
ner of the Barbara Gittings Book Award
in Literature, and Joan Roughgarden,
biologist and author of Evolution’s Rain-
bow: Diversity, Gender, and Sexuality
in Nature and in People (University of
California Press), is the winner of the
Israel Fishman Book Award for Non-
fiction.

 The Master is a fictionalized ac-
count of novelist Henry James at a
pivotal phase of his adult life. Based
on extensive research, Tóibín’s imag-
ined portrayal of James’ interior life is
bold and illuminating. The novel ex-
quisitely depicts James – one of the
great novelists in the English language
– capable of revealing an intimacy in
his art, which he could never express
in his life.

Evolution’s Rainbow examines core
tenets of evolutionary theory. This
groundbreaking work challenges long-
held views of Darwinian thought about
gender and sexuality, and the scien-
tific, medical and cultural assumptions
on which they are based. The book is

GLBTRT Announces 2005
Stonewall Book Award Winners

written for a general audience in a
highly readable style.

The 2005 Stonewall honor books in
literature are: I Am My Own Wife: A
Play by Doug Wright (Faber & Faber);
The Line of Beauty by Allan
Hollinghurst (Bloomsbury); Luna: a
Novel by Julie Anne Peters (St.
Martin’s Press); and The Seahorse
Year by Stacy D’Erasmo (Houghton
Mifflin).

The 2005 Stonewall honor books in
nonfiction are: Beyond Shame: Re-
claiming the Abandoned History of
Radical Gay Sexuality by Patrick
Moore (Beacon Press); Both: A Portrait
in Two Parts by Douglas Crase (Pan-
theon); Dress Your Family in Cordu-
roy and Denim by David Sedaris
(Little, Brown); and Warrior Poet: a
Biography of Audre Lorde by Alexis
DeVeaux (W.W. Norton).

The Stonewall Award, formerly
called the ALA Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
and Transgendered (GLBT) Book
Award, was established in 1971 and is
the most enduring and oldest award
of its kind. Since Isabel Miller’s Pa-
tience and Sarah received the first
award in 1971, a total of 50 books have
been honored for exceptional merit re-
lating to the gay/lesbian/bisexual/
transgendered experience.

Richard Lonsdorf and his fellow members of the Harvard Glee Club
Lite serenade ALA President Carol A. Brey-Casiano during the
ribbon cutting ceremony to open the sold-out exhibition.

Mike Visser, Endeaver Information Systems, makes his Technology
Showcase presentation “Usability Testing” in the Cape Cod Theatre.

Deadline for voter eligibility
(fully paid dues) ........................................... January 31
Deadline for updating email address
to receive online ballot ................................ January 31
Deadline for requesting
paper ballots ................................................ March 9
Polls open .................................................... March 15*
Polls close .................................................... April 22
Results announced ...................................... May 2

For more information about the 2005 ALA election,
visit www.ala.org/2005election.

Key Dates for 2005 ALA Election
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Learn how Copyright Clearance Center can help you get 
permission to use the most sought-after, high-value text 
content in the world.

VISIT US AT BOOTH #2113 to get the latest copyright 
educational resources and see a demo of our integration with
Innovative Interfaces’ Millennium Electronic Course Reserves.

Plus, register for a Legal Sea Foods® Lobster Feast and 
get a free gift!

GET CONVENIENT COPYRIGHT CLEARANCE
for your interlibrary loans, e-reserves and course materials!

COPYRIGHT.COM

The ALA/ProQuest Scholarship
Bash is taking over the Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry for one night only
during the ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago, and with the Museum closed
to the public, there is so much for you
to explore, touch and learn.

The Bash will be held at the Mu-
seum on Saturday,
June 25 from 8:00 –
11:00 p.m. Tickets for
adults are $35, and chil-
dren under 12 are only
$20. Proceeds from
ticket sales go to sup-
port scholarships for li-
brary students, while
you, your family,
friends and colleagues
enjoy the many unique exhibits the
Museum of Science and Industry has
to offer. Your ticket price includes ad-
mission to the Museum and many of
the unique exhibits, an Omnimax
movie, appetizers, music and strolling
entertainment.

 Many exhibitors will be offering
“Bash Cash” at their booths on Satur-
day during the Annual Conference Ex-
hibition. “Bash Cash” can be used at
the Museum shops or to enter the U-
505 and Body Worlds exhibits.

You won’t want to miss the brand
new Body Worlds exhibit: an anatomi-
cal exhibition of real human bodies pre-

Give a Little, Get a Lot at the 2005 Scholarship Bash in Chicago
served through plastination, which
makes the skin transparent and en-
ables us to view the many layers and
systems under our skin. Body Worlds,
the most highly attended touring exhi-
bitions in the world, offers a once-in-a-
lifetime chance to see and understand
our own physiology and health and to

gain new appreciation
and respect for what it
means to be human. The
Museum also features
the renovated WWII cap-
tured U-505 German
submarine, which is on
the National Register of
Historic Places. These
exhibits will have an ad-
ditional charge.

The Museum’s free exhibits include
the Chick Hatchery; a working coal-
mine shaft elevator from 1933; the
Apollo 8 Spacecraft ; a 3,500-square-
foot model railroad - one of the largest
in the world; screen star Colleen
Moore’s elaborate 3-story Fairy Castle;
and the Toymaker 3000 exhibit, where
you can witness the creation of a toy
from design to construction.

If you are planning to attend the ALA
Annual Conference, be sure to  pick up
tickets for yourself, your family and
friends using the registration form. The
ALA ProQuest Scholarship Bash is sure
to be an enjoyable, educational and fun-

filled evening, all while adding library
student scholarships. To date, Scholar-
ship Bash proceeds have given away

$500,000 in scholarships. Learn more
and get your tickets at www.ala.org/
scholarshipbash.

“Take Flight” over Chicago. Photo credit: Dirk Fletcher, Museum of Science and Industry
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By Brad Martin
ABC News

A group of LITA leaders recognized
for their reputations and expertise in
the library and information technol-
ogy fields met Sunday, January 16 for
a panel discussion of what they believe
to be the top technology trends librar-
ians should be watching.

Karen G. Schneider, Director of LII,
Librarians’ Index to the Internet and a
writer of over 100 articles (mostly on
library science), got the discussion roll-
ing by presenting many of the trends
she has noticed. Among these are: “blogs
– everywhere, for everything, RSS go-
ing mainstream, flash drives becoming
ubiquitous, cell phones with cameras,
broadband attracting more users, wi-fi
becoming more commonplace, storage
becoming ‘cheaperncheaper’ and the
rise of the ‘citizen journalist.’”
Schneider also talked about more in-
stant messaging and about Google and
the impact that its initiatives may have
on libraries. Schneider also spoke briefly
about the notion of “information as con-
versation.” This and many of her other
observations were reflected by and
drew responses from subsequent panel
members.

Andrew K. Pace, Head of Systems
at NCSU Libraries, put three main
themes up for discussion. These were
what he called a “nostalgic application
of technology,” the second coming of e-
books, and thoughts on how money
has been spent (or squandered) by li-
braries.

TTTTTop Top Top Top Top Technology Technology Technology Technology Technology Trends Discussionrends Discussionrends Discussionrends Discussionrends Discussion
“Nostalgic application of technol-

ogy” was Pace’s way to point out the
need to return to the library’s first
principles. “We are not quite there yet
with regard to search and retrieval,”
Pace said, even suggesting that all the
news about blogs, RSS and so on may
be distracting librarians from the fact
that “our OPAC sucks.”

“I feel like the vendors have squan-
dered our money doing what we asked
them to do,” Pace added.

The delivery of information is
changing and the implications this has
for libraries is as well. One important
area is in helping users evaluate
sources of information. Thomas C.
Wilson, Head of Systems for the Uni-
versity of Houston Libraries, held up
a 4 GB portable storage device as a way
of putting forth his belief that “we have
to write interfaces that can talk to more
different devices. The pretty design
stuff has to go away."

Wi-fi is becoming more ubiquitous,
agreed Clifford Lynch, Executive Di-
rector for the Coalition for Networked
Information, and added that he feels
“most people have no idea how inse-
cure it is.” Lynch also picked up on
the topic of portable storage devices by
saying he was concerned with “how we
fill them up.”

“There is something wrong with the
picture of how we do this,” Lynch said.
He also expanded a little on the idea of
“information as conversation” by men-
tioning “cultural heritage as commu-
nity. One example is a project in the

European Union called “DigiCult,”
which seeks, among other things, to
enhance access to and preservation of
cultural and scientific heritage re-
sources.

Using the blogging trend as an indi-
cator of the change in the way technol-
ogy is entering libraries, consultant
Joan Frye Williams said that in ear-
lier times smaller libraries always
looked to the larger institutions to see
what technology was coming down the
road. Now, she said, things are “bub-
bling up” from individual users. “We
can’t be looking up for trends,” she
added. She offered three suggestions for
keeping current: spending five minutes
a week reading Business Week’s de-
scription of current technology trends,
going to a home electronics show to see
what is new, and having conversations
with friends and colleagues about tech-
nology and its impact.

Presenting his hopes for the future,
Walt Crawford, Integrated Information
Services Division at the Research Li-
braries Group, Inc. (RLG), wants to
see fewer “sky is falling” predictions,
more libraries doing blogs (but only
when they are ready to do them), li-
braries and vendors working together
better, and making open access more
effective. While noting the inherent
dangers in making predictions about
the future, he did offer a few of his own.
He believes we will see at least one or
two new library leaders come from out
of nowhere, along with “one crank and
one zealot.” Finally, Crawford said,
“one established library leader would
“self-destruct.”

Despite a thoughtful and lively dis-
cussion, none of the panel members
predicted if they or any of the others
would be the one to self-destruct in the
future!

By Walter Bell
Lamar University

A large audience listened to and
participated in the “Hot Topics in
Frontline Reference” discussion on
Saturday, January 15. The topic un-
der discussion was the future of print
reference sources in libraries, an is-
sue that has emerged because of the
rise of the internet and the consequent
decline in patrons’ use of printed ref-
erence books. A recent article by co-
chair Dave Tyckoson, entitled “Facts
Go Online: Are Print Reference
Sources Still Relevant ?” from the
September 2004 issue of Against the
Grain served as focal point of the dis-
cussion. Tyckoson argues that print
reference is increasingly obsolete in
today’s online environment.

A number of librarians took issue
with the argument that print reference
sources are no longer needed in librar-
ies. One argument involves differences
in constituencies and markets. Sev-
eral reference librarians from public
libraries pointed out that older patrons
and retirees in their cities are still more
comfortable with print sources than
they are with online materials.
Younger users, on the other hand, de-
pend on the internet so heavily that
they do not even know where to begin
when faced with a print encyclopedia

or dictionary. Another common argu-
ment that came up frequently in sup-
port of print reference, is that internet
websites are often unscreened and
there is no way to know the reliability
of these sites. Several people pointed
out that smaller libraries in poor neigh-
borhoods can not afford the expensive
hardware, software and vendor license
fees needed to access internet and web-
based electronic indexes.

Supporting arguments for print
sources focused on format. Several par-
ticipants pointed out that maps and
statistical sources do not lend them-
selves to electronic access. A number
of academic librarians also empha-
sized that dependency on the internet
varied according to academic disci-
pline. College and university librarians
also cited a growing number of in-
structors who were tiring of false and
inaccurate information appearing in
student assignments because of the
internet.

There was general agreement
that librarians must take the lead
in educating the public on the lim-
its of the internet, which use stud-
ies and other methods to measure
the popularity of print sources were
needed, and that decisions on what
print reference sources to order de-
pend on local conditions.

Is Print Reference Dead?

By Frederick J. Augustyn, Jr.
The Library of Congress

Vicki Burger, a consultant for
Maritz, Inc. conducted a workshop
Sunday, January 16 on networking
for career advancement and profes-
sional nurturing under the auspices
of ALA’s Office for Human Resources
Development and Recruitment.
Burger began with basic pointers
for career linking at conferences
such as inviting people to join you
at your table and introducing your-
self. Among handouts that she dis-
tributed was the Wall Street Jour-
nal article by Judy Rosemarin titled
Networking Strategies for Shy Pro-
fessionals (available at http://
www.careerjournal.com/services).
Burger suggested that other guides
available include The Riley Guide
and Career Builder.

We should acknowledge our own
motivating principles. Shy people
are energized, not necessarily by
talking to other people, but by read-
ing and listening. We all benefit
through personal networks (and we
all have them) whether for career
or personal reasons. Networking
with other librarians, especially
outside your own institution, after
you have the position that you want,
enriches your professional experi-
ence by helping you address simi-
lar problems.

Burger recommended the use of
unobtrusive “informational inter-
views” to find out what people do in
the institutions where you might
like to work. Adroit openings for ob-
taining these information-sharing
sessions include statements such
as: “I am just curious about the or-

ganization”; “I won’t take up much
of your time”; and “a mutual pro-
fessional acquaintance (specifying
the name) suggested that I speak to
you.”  Don’t leave voice-mail mes-
sages requesting an initial contact
or “cold call” someone without a pro-
fessional connection.

A face-to-face ten to fifteen minute
meeting should be enough to ac-
quire basic information about the in-
stitution, especially if you do the nec-
essary preparatory research by
“googling” the library and all the
people you are scheduled to meet.
You should have a ninety-second in-
troduction at hand stating who you
are, what you bring, and why you
are seeking employment. You can
provide a resume for constructive
critiquing but do not leave it unless
asked to do so. Burger counseled
that most people in libraries would
be happy to meet with you since
they are about sharing information
after all. To keep the connection
alive, pose open-ended questions
rather than those that elicit a
simple yes or no response. Obtain
referrals to others.  Once you actu-
ally are called for interviews, do not
turn any down since they are all
good practice (consider them as au-
ditions) and may lead to the job in
the same organization that you re-
ally want.

Since all too many positions are
filled with the assistance of inter-
nal connections, even though they
are posted, the challenge is to fos-
ter one’s own good “word of mouth”
by forming or joining professional
networks.  “Networking is working
smart, not hard.”

Career Networking: Building
Relationships for Results
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Join the Association of College and
Research Libraries (ACRL) in Minne-
apolis, April 7-10, 2005, for our 12th
National Conference, “Currents and
Convergence: Navigating the Rivers
of Change.”  The ACRL National Con-
ference is the only conference dedi-
cated to meeting the interests of aca-
demic and research librarians.  More
than 200 peer-reviewed programs will
be offered to help you keep pace with
the latest library research and tech-
niques.

The ACRL National Conference of-
fers stimulating programs that reflect
the dynamics and diversity of our pro-
fession.  Take a step back from your
everyday work to explore the major is-
sues, challenges, and opportunities
facing academic and research
librarianship.

• Learn how to recruit, educate and
retain new librarians

• Explore the impact of information
technology on library service

• Clear the chaos in scholarly com-
munication

• Discover how to create, control
and preserve digital resources

•Gain creative answers to your
higher education funding needs

A distinguished lineup of keynote
speakers include:

• Opening Keynote Session: Will-
iam J. Mitchell, Professor of Architec-

Register for ACRL National Conference by February 7 and Save Money
ture and Media Arts and Sciences, Aca-
demic Head of Media Arts and Sci-
ences, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

• Keynote Luncheon: “Women of
Mystery,” Carolina Garcia Aguilera,
J.A. Jance, and Valerie Wilson Wesley.
Moderator: Liane Hansen, National
Public Radio

• Closing Keynote Session: Sylvia
Hurtado, Ph.D., Professor and Direc-

tor, Higher Education Research Insti-
tute, Graduate School of Education
and Information Sciences, UCLA

Visit with more than 150 vendors
and learn about state-of-the-art prod-
ucts and services for academic librar-
ians.  Attend corporate presentations
and discover how these innovations
are being implemented at colleges and
universities across the country.

Register by February 7, 2005, and

save more than 20% on your confer-
ence registration. Group discounts are
also available for institutions that reg-
ister ten or more employees.

For complete program details, reg-
istration and hotel forms, or to sign
up for a tour, visit www.acrl.org/
minneapolis today!  We look forward
to seeing you in Minneapolis at the
ACRL 12th National Conference!
Questions?  Contact acrl@ala.org.

By Walter F. Bell
Lamar University

The Academic Libraries Accessi-
bility discussion group held a lively
meeting Saturday.January 15 to ex-
change ideas on how to improve li-
brary services and access for all
people. This has been an issue of
considerable interest since enact-
ment of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA).

The discussion, moderated by
Margaret Brill, Duke University
touched on a number of issues in-
volved with the improvement of ac-
cess to academic libraries. Topics
ranged from the relationship be-
tween libraries and college and uni-
versity administrations on how the

provision of services should be pro-
vided and who should be responsible
for the setting of policy; the kinds
of services libraries provide, includ-
ing staffing service points with
people who know sign language to
help hearing impaired patrons;
signage to provide directions; the
extent to which library profession-
als and staff should provide custom-
ized assistance; the education of li-
brary employees on sensitivity is-
sues; and, safety and security is-
sues. The discussion reflected a
general recognition by academic li-
brarians that many service issues
and improvement in the quality of
access will depend on the develop-
ment of new technologies and the

availability of funding.
One issue which continually

arose was assuring the safety and
security of users with disabili-
ties. Group members expressed
concern with measures taken to
assure that persons with disabili-
ties can get out of library build-
ings safely in case of fire or other
emergencies. Another subject of
discussion was how to ensure that
visually impaired persons can
use computer databases to search
and find information. Group par-
ticipants exchanged information
on various types of software de-
signed to enable visual and hear-
ing impaired patrons to perform
online tasks.

Improving Accessibility of Academic Libraries
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ou saw these Web-based cataloging
and classification tools from the

Library of Congress at ALA.

Now try them yourself...

Cataloger’s
Desktop

Now available on the Web.

➤The most widely used cataloging documentation
resources in an integrated, online system.

➤Now accessible anywhere you have a Web connection.

➤Look up a rule in AACR2 and then quickly and
easily consult the rule’s Library of Congress Rule
Interpretation (LCRI).

➤Dozens of cataloging publications and metadata
resource links plus the complete set of MARC 21
documentation.

➤Also available on CD-ROM.

Free Trial Accounts &
Annual Subscription Prices

Information:
www.loc.gov/cds/desktop

AACR2 is the joint property of the American Library Association,
the Canadian Library Association, the Chartered Institute of Library
and Information Professionals. Copyright ©2005 by ALA, CLA, CILIP.
All rights reserved.

Library of Congress
Cataloging Distribution Service
101 Independence Avenue, S.E.,Washington, DC 20541-4912 U.S.A.
Web site: www.loc.gov/cds • E-mail: cdsinfo@loc.gov
Phone: Toll-free in U.S., 1-800-255-3666 • Outside U.S. +1-202-707-6100
Fax: 1-202-707-1334

Y

Classification
Web

Now with LC/Dewey correlations.

➤Full-text display of all Library of Congress
classification schedules & subject headings.

➤Now with LC/Dewey correlations. Match LC
classification and subject headings to Dewey®

classification numbers as found in LC cataloging
records. Use in conjunction with OCLC’s
WebDewey® service for perfect accuracy.

➤Powerful search & navigation across all LC classes
or the complete LC subject headings.

➤Updated weekly.

Free Trial Accounts &
Annual Subscription Prices

Information:
www.loc.gov/cds/classweb

Dewey and WebDewey are registered trademarks of OCLC Online
Computer Library Center, Inc.

ALA Selected by
Working Assets to
Receive Funding

The American Library Association
(ALA) is pleased to announce it has
been selected as one of 50 nonprofit or-
ganizations that will receive support
from Working Assets, a telecommuni-
cations and credit card company, in
2005. The selected organizations were
nominated in 2004 by Working Assets
customers, and were then selected in
an internal process by the company’s
employees and board of directors. 

ALA was selected for support in the
category of Education and Freedom of
Expression. Other 2005 donation re-
cipients include: Oxfam America,
American Civil Liberties Union, Na-
tional Center for Science Education,
Natural Resources Defense Council,
and Human Rights Watch. 

“We are delighted Working Assets
has recognized the important work of
the American Library Association, our
members, and library workers across
the country,” said ALA President Carol
Brey-Casiano. “This is a terrific oppor-
tunity for the Association to receive sig-
nificant support for its activities, as
well as to raise the visibility of
America’s libraries and librarians.” 

Since its founding in 1985, Work-
ing Assets has raised $46 million for
progressive nonprofit organizations.
Donations are automatically generated
when Working Assets customers make
long distance or wireless phone calls,
or charge credit card purchases and
other similar activities. 

At the end of 2005, Working Assets’
customers will vote on how to distrib-
ute the annual donation pool, which is
typically about $3 million.

“At Working Assets, we are very
proud to be funding the outstanding
work of the American Library Associa-
tion,” said CEO Laura Scher. “Thanks
to the ALA, our nation’s libraries con-
tinue to keep communities connected
and informed.”           

For more information on the Work-
ing Assets 2005 donations program,
visit http://www.workingassets.com. 

McKinney-Whetstone, French Win 2005 BCALA Literary Awards
The Black Caucus of the Ameri-

can Library Association (BCALA) to-
day announced Diane McKinney-
Whetstone as the winner of the 2005
BCALA Literary Award for fiction,
and Howard French as the winner
for nonfiction. The awards recognize
excellence in adult fiction and non-
fiction by African American authors
published in 2004, including the
work of a first novelist, and a cita-
tion for Outstanding Contribution to
Publishing.

McKinney-Whetstone won for her
book, Leaving Cecil Street (William
Morrow).  Three fiction honor book
winners also were selected: Robbing
Peter, by Kia DuPree (Prism Pages),
Some People, Some Other Place by
J. California Cooper, (Doubleday) and

The Blackbird Papers by Ian Smith
(Doubleday).

Set in the late 1960s at the onset
of a new era in African American con-
sciousness, Leaving Cecil Street tells
the memorable story of a working-
class family in a Philadelphia neigh-
borhood. Burgeoning friendships, dis-
integrating family bonds and frus-
trated ambitions intertwine to weave
a tale rife with complexity.

Howard W. French led the nonfic-
tion category with A Continent for the
Taking: The Tragedy and Hope of
Africa (Alfred A. Knopf). Two Honor
Book winners also were selected:
Wrestling With the Muse: Dudley
Randall and the Broadside Press by
Melba Joyce Boyd (Columbia Univer-
sity Press), and Black Titan: A. G.

Gaston and the Making of a Black
American Millionaire (One World) by
Carol Jenkins and Elizabeth Gardner.

 A Continent for the Taking: The
Tragedy and Hope of Africa is a poi-
gnant and compassionate description
of the natural phenomena and politi-
cal policies that have set the stage for
both tragedy and triumph on the con-
tinent. French’s astute commentary
and deep knowledge of Africa’s history
provide readers with a better under-
standing of Africa’s injustices while
highlighting the extraordinary efforts
of political leaders and ordinary citi-
zens to rise above them.

The recipient of the First Novelist
Award is Delores Phillips for The
Darkest Child (Soho). This debut
novel explores one Black family’s op-

pressive situation in a small Georgia
town in 1958. Poverty, killings, inju-
ries and child abuse at the hands of
the mother are some of the cruelties
the family endures.

For excellence in scholarship, the
BCALA Literary Awards Committee
presents the Outstanding Contribu-
tion to Publishing Citation to Lucy
Anne Hurston and the estate of Zora
Neale Hurston for Speak, So You Can
Speak Again: The Life of Zora Neale
Hurston (Doubleday). This thorough
and unique biography of the great
writer is complete with transcripts of
some of her works, as well as a CD
featuring excerpts from interviews
and folk songs sung by Hurston.

University of Wisconsin at Madison
posed leading questions to generate
comments.

Among the topics aired were: re-
sistance to peer appraisals (often less-
ened if made optional) and the
supplementation of an often routin-
ized checklist format for performance
reviews with a narrative attach-
ment.  A welcome trend at some uni-
versity libraries is the provision of

research requirements (with conse-
quent release time) for librarians who
are on the same type of tenure track
as faculty members. RUSA-RSS
members look forward to an aug-
mented program and discussion at
ALA Annual in Chicago where addi-
tional facets of reference services
such as ethical and legal issues and
subjects specific to public librarians
can be addressed.

By Frederick J. Augustyn, Jr.
The Library of Congress

The Reference and User Services
Association’s new Reference Services
Section (RUSA—RSS) hosted a large
turnout for a discussion on Monday,
January 17 that  focused on the per-
sonnel evaluation guidelines avail-
able at www.ala.org.rusa. Co-facili-
tators Denise Shorey of Northwest-
ern University and Janice Rice of the

Performance Issues for Reference and Information Librarians



Bridging Boundaries

Now That's Innovative!

Web Services are advanced XML technologies that get 

applications talking in cyberspace. Create dynamic 

connections between Millennium and external systems 

to improve the performance of your library.

www.iii.com

Visit us at 
ALA Midwinter

Booth #1728



Page 8   •   Cognotes  Midwinter 2005 Highlights

ALA Presidential candidates Christine Lind Hage, left, and
Leslie Burger, right, shake hands as they prepare to make
opening statements at the Presidential Candidates Forum.

With Valentines Day just around the corner Anne O’Daly,
Brown Reference Group, London United Kingdom, picks up
a Love Your Librarian button at the Office Movers Inc.,
booth.

ALA President Carol A. Brey-Casiano and President-Elect Michael Gorman cut
the ribbon with the Executive Board to open the exhibits.

The sixth annual Arthur Curley Memorial Lecture sounds an entirely different note
by featuring a presentation by the Mendelssohn String Quartet.

Jeff Schwartz, Santa Monica Public Library, Santa Monica,
Ca., does some heavy lifting, hoisting The Phaidon Atlas of
Contemporary World Architecture over his head while
making book selections for the Outstanding Reference
Sources Committee.

ALA Midwinter attendees hold hands and sing “We Shall Overcome” at the
conclusion of the ALA 2005 Sunrise Observance Honoring Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. on Monday, January 17.



5,000 BOOK ADVANCE REVIEWS EVERY YEAR!
Kirkus Reviews print edition
With 5,000 prepublication reviews annually, Kirkus is the most prestigious
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Get unlimited access to the current print edition of Kirkus, plus the
thousands of reviews in our archives. The KirkusReviews.com database
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no pay-per-view charges.

Subscribe to Kirkus Reviews now for $350 — that’s $100 off the
regular rate! You’ll receive a one-year subscription to Kirkus
Reviews print edition (24 issues, 2 issues per month), plus
unlimited online access to KirkusReviews.com.
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The Book Standard (www.thebookstandard.com) is the new one-stop  information
center for book charts, market analysis, news, reviews, community information, and
extensive database resources—tools you need to thrive in the literary marketplace. 

Just a few of The Book Standard’s highlights:

• Groundbreaking charts: More than 150 bestseller charts powered by Nielsen BookScan 

• Daily commentary about—and provocative insight into—the book publishing and
bookselling industries

• Expert retail analysis of sales data and book-buying trends

• Industry-wide database resources for comprehensive research and publishing
solutions

• Book reviews powered by Kirkus, including more than 275,000 archived reviews 

• European market coverage and perspective from The Bookseller

Subscribe today! For the special introductory rate of only $9.95/month, you’ll 
get exclusive, subscriber-only content, including total access to all The Book
Standard Chart data. Visit www.thebookstandard.com/ala to subscribe today!

Special Print +Online
Subscription Offer—

Save $100!

The essential online resource for the literary marketplace

Special 
Charter Offer
$9.95/month
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To order Kirkus Reviews at this special rate visit
www.subnow.com/kr/S52 or call 1-800-562-2706 and
mention discount code S52.
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ALA President Carol A. Brey-Casiano introduces keynote speaker
Malcolm Gladwell, best-selling author of The Tipping Point: How Little
Things Can Make a Big Difference, at the President's Program.

ALA President-elect Michael Gorman autographs a copy of
his book Our Own Selves: More Meditations for Librarians, for
Holly Carroll, Cleveland Public Library, at the ALA Bookstore.

Lisa Zhao, University of Illinois, Chicago, appears to be just
out of the grasp of Superman as she looks over materials at
the DC Comics booth.

ALA attendees head to the exhibit floor to explore the sold-out
exhibition.

Moderator Patricia Glass Schuman, from left to right,
and panelists Margaret Blood, Nancy Talanian, and
Sergio Troncoso participate in an Advocacy Epidemic
discussion at the President’s Program.

New England authors, from left to right, Tom Perrotta,
Nathaniel Philbrick and Chris Bohjalian gather for the Author
Forum panel.
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Thomson Scientific thanks you
for  a  terr i f i c  meet ing .
www.scientific.thomson.com/isi
For information on Century of Sci-
ence –100 years of Web of Science
backfiles and citations – go to:
http : / / thomsonsc ient i f i c . com/
centuryofscience/.

Exhibitor
News

Seven libraries are winners of the
John Cotton Dana Library Public Re-
lations Award, which recognizes and
honors outstanding achievement in li-
brary public relations. The John Cot-
ton Dana honor has been awarded con-
tinuously since 1946 and is sponsored
by the H. W. Wilson Company; the H.
W. Wilson Foundation, and the Li-
brary Administration and Manage-
ment Association (LAMA), a division
of the American Library Association
(ALA).

 “The entries selected represent
imaginative and effective public rela-
tions campaigns that responded to real
community needs; produced real re-
sults in terms of improving public
awareness and use of libraries, their
programs and collections. The John
Cotton Dana Award is the most presti-
gious of all library awards in the pub-
lic relations field and is important not
only to the winning library, but also to
the communities so positively impacted
by these outstanding programs,” said
Award Committee Chair Alicia Estes.

The 2005 awards will be presented
to:

• The Riverside County Library
System (Riverside, Calif.), for its in-
novative project, “Leer Es Triunfar –
Reading is Succeeding,” designed to in-
crease the awareness and use of library
services among Latino residents in Riv-
erside County through a series of pub-
lic programs, community events, ce-
lebrity television spots and targeted

John Cotton Dana Library PR Award Winners Announced
Spanish-language publications.

• The Seattle Public Library, for
the grand-opening celebration of its in-
ternationally acclaimed central library.
Part of a multi-year program to im-
prove the Seattle Public Library sys-
tem, the “Libraries for All” program
brought public library awareness to an
unprecedented level.

· San Diego State University Li-
brary and Information Access, for
“Spirit of the Land Environmental
Symposium and Gala Dinner.” This col-
laboration with the Viejas Band of
Kumeyaay Indians assembled nation-
ally known authors, scientists and en-
vironmentalists to engage in two days
of discussion open to the public and gar-
nered support for the library’s environ-
mental collections.

· The Louisiana Center for the
Book in the State Library of Loui-
siana, for its comprehensive cam-
paign, “Louisiana Book Festival,” a
free family-oriented celebration of writ-
ers, reading and books.  Community
partnerships, activities galore and ex-
tensive media coverage contributed to
increased awareness of Louisiana’s
rich literary heritage.

· Maricopa County Library Dis-
trict (Phoenix), for “The Mystery Club
of Luna Drive,” an online young adult
novel that gives teens an opportunity
to solve a mystery using puzzles, ci-
phers and critical thinking.

·Calgary Public Library
(Calgary, Alberta, Canada), for “Redis-

Chris Bohjalian autographs his latest novel Before You Know Kindness
at the Random House booth.

cover Your Public Library.” This
highly researched and well-planned
campaign used imagination and hu-
mor to target specific audiences and
convert library awareness to increased
library use.

· North Suburban Library Sys-
tem (Wheeling, Ill.), for outstanding
positioning of libraries as centers of
critical community services. Their in-
novative partnership with the League
of Women Voters inspired more than
80 participating libraries to provide

voter registration service through their
program “Honor September 11: Regis-
ter to Vote @ your library.”

Winning entries will be displayed
at the John Cotton Dana Library Pub-
lic Relations Award booth in the exhibit
area during the 2005 ALA Annual Con-
ference in Chicago. Conference partici-
pants also will be able to view the win-
ners Sunday, June 25, from 11:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. at the “Best of Show/Swap
and Shop” program sponsored by
LAMA.

By Julia Schneider
Salt Lake County Library

The conflict between customer ser-
vice and material protection was a cen-
tral topic for the Rare Books and Manu-
scripts Section discussion group Sat-
urday, January 15, as more than 30
attendees focused on ways to fit tech-
nology into their reading rooms while
keeping everyone as happy as they
could.

Topics included the place of cameras
and scanners in reading rooms, what
assistive devices are most helpful,
which online databases are the most
used, and how to train staff to use them.

What happens when your local news-
paper reporter wants to scan an article
only you have for that evening’s news

Provide and Protect: Role of the Rare Books Librarian in the Age of Technology
when most requests take much, much,
longer?  If you work at the University of
Kansas, said William Crowe, you let
him or her do so. His library has trained
a group of “very high demand” users to
do their own scanning, with a special
location and equipment for them to use.
“It was self-defense,” said Crowe. “We ul-
timately bought a scanner, and provided
training. It took a lot of pressure off.”

For those interested, the price of
scanners is coming down. The high tech
Swiss model bought for color scanning
at one institution costs about $45,000,
and some are much less.

Since everyone wants to be able to
use cameras, people tend to be lenient
about the use of them by others. But
at the New York Historical Society

they have a rule stating “People need
to keep both feet on the floor,” to coun-
teract that overwhelming desire to get
the best shot possible, anyway one can.

How do you keep staff not familiar
with the new technologies abreast of
what is available, and how to use it?
Methods discussed included having li-
brary interns teach the class, includ-
ing reference staff in sessions to view
demos, and using luncheon training
sessions.

Libraries are in the position of ac-
tually discouraging potential users
from traveling to their libraries to use
primary research collections. A Uni-
versity of Michigan librarian, for in-
stance, said she responds to e-mail
requests asking about the extensive

culinary resources at her institution
by saying they need not come to
Michigan. The primary research is
available on a database. But few par-
ticipants said they had the time to
promote their resources available on
databases until someone asks, for in-
stance, for the full ingredients of the
first recipe for some special dish.

Lanina Clayton, Princeton Uni-
versity, spoke of the need for stan-
dard measures for archives that
would be different from those used
for regular reference collections. “Spe-
cial librarians live in different
worlds,” she said, “and need differ-
ent ways to quantify their work. All
our labor intensive work doesn’t get
taken into account in statistics.”
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The Notable Books Council of the
Reference and User Services Associa-
tion (RUSA), a division American Li-
brary Association (ALA), has released
its 2005 list of outstanding books for
the general reader. The titles are se-
lected for their significant contribution
to the expansion of knowledge and for
the pleasure they can provide to adult
readers.

Since 1944, the goal of the Notable

ALA’s Notable Books Council Announces 2005 Top Picks
Books Council has been to make avail-
able to the nation’s readers a list of
very good, very readable, and at times
very important fiction, nonfiction and
poetry books for the adult reader. The
Council consists of members selected
from the membership of RUSA’s Col-
lection Development and Evaluation
Section (CODES).

This list will be available on the
Notable Books Web page on the

RUSA/ALA Web site (http://
www.ala.org/rusa/notable.html) and
in a camera-ready kit from ALA. The
Notable Books list will be included
in ALA’s Guide to Best Reading in
2005. This kit contains all the read-
ing lists from ALA, for children
through adult readers, and has cam-
era-ready brochures and bookmarks
for each list. The kit will be avail-
able after June 1.

Fiction
•Barnes, Julian, The Lemon Table:
Stories, Knopf
•Christensen, Lars Saabye, The Half
Brother, Arcade Publishing
•de Bernieres, Louis, Birds Without
Wings, Knopf
•Dybek, Stuart, I Sailed with
Magellan, Farrar, Straus and Giroux
•Khadra, Yasmina, The Swallows of
Kabul, Nan A. Talese
•Mda, Zakes, The Madonna of Ex-
celsior, Farrar, Straus and Giroux
•Mitchell, David, Cloud Atlas,
Sceptre
•Munro, Alice, Runaway: Stories,
Knopf
•Niemi, Mikael, Popular Music
from Vittula, Seven Stories Press
•Roth, Philip, The Plot Against
America, Houghton Mifflin
•Wolff, Tobias. Old School, Knopf

Nonfiction
•Chernow, Ron, Alexander

Hamilton, Penguin Books
•Ehrlich, Paul R. and Anne H., One
With Nineveh: Politics, Consump-
tion, and the Human Future, Island
Press
•Fischer, David Hackett,
Washington’s Crossing (Pivotal Mo-
ments in American History), Oxford
University Press
•Henig,  Robin Marantz,
Pandora’s Baby : How the First
Test Tube Babies Sparked the
Reproductive Revolution ,
Houghton Mifflin
•Hersh, Seymour M., Chain of Com-
mand: The Road from 9/11 to Abu
Ghraib, HarperCollins
•Hughes, Robert, Goya. Knopf
•Kurlansky, Mark, 1968: The Year
That Rocked the World, Ballantine
Books
• Lansky, Aaron, Outwitting His-
tory: The Amazing Adventures of A
Man Who Rescued A Million Yid-
dish Books, Algonquin Books

“The List for America’s Readers":

• Moats, David, Civil Wars: A Battle
for Gay Marriage, Harcourt
• National Commission on Terror-
ist Attacks, The 9/11 Commission
Report: Final Report of the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States, W.W.
Norton
•Philbrick, Nathaniel, Sea of Glory:
America’s Voyage of Discovery, the
U.S. Exploring Expedition, 1838-
1842, Viking Books
•Sokolove, Michael, The Ticket Out:
Darryl Strawberry and the Boys of
Crenshaw, Simon & Schuster
•Vine, Phyllis, One Man’s Castle:
Clarence Darrow in Defense of the
American Dream, Amistad

Poetry
•Giovanni, Nikki, The Collected Po-
etry of Nikki Giovanni: 1968-1998,
William Morrow
•Kooser, Ted, Delights & Shadows,
Copper Canyon Press

Veronica Stevenson-Moudamane,
Danbury Library, Danbury, Ct.,
casts a shadow as she finds a quiet
spot to read by window light in the
John B. Hynes Convention Center.

Has your library produced outstand-
ing public relations materials? Would
you like to share them with thousands
of your colleagues? Or do you want to
learn more about marketing and pub-
lic relations from the pros? If so, please
consider this invitation to participate
in the Library Administration and
Management Association (LAMA)’s
best library public relations show in
the world: Swap & Shop!

This year’s Swap & Shop program,
“Hit the Right Note with Jazzy PR,”
will take place Sunday, June 26, from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Chicago at
the ALA Annual Conference. The event
will showcase the best reading promo-
tions for children, teens and adults,
plus annual reports, calendars of
events, newsletters, bookmarks, bib-
liographies, fund-raising materials
and more. Attendees can pick up a host
of free marketing and publicity mate-
rials submitted by hundreds of librar-
ies of all types and sizes.

Swap and Shop will also display win-
ners of “The Best of Show,” a selection
of the best individual PR materials pro-
duced in the past year, chosen by a panel
of experienced library and PR profes-
sionals.  New to this year’s competi-
tion is a new category, “PR on a Shoe-
string.” To find out more or to partici-
pate in the competition, visit the LAMA
website www.ala.org/lama, and down-

load entry forms through the LAMA
Awards link. Entries will be accepted
February 28 to March 28, 2005. For
competition guidelines, please contact
Cheryle L. Cole-Bennett (cheryle.cole-
bennett@eku.edu) or Kari L. Martin
(kari.martin@eku.edu) at Eastern Ken-
tucky University via e-mail.

Swap & Shop will include several
special features, including PR Doctors
Peggy Barber and Linda Wallace, who
will be on hand to respond to your
marketing and public relations ques-
tions. At the PR Make Over station,
PR experts will show you how to im-
prove promotional materials from fair
to excellent, featuring examples from
award submissions. A workshop con-
ducted by Alicia Estes will be offered
on how to enter the John Cotton Dana
Library Public Relations Award. In

Swap & Shop Showcases Jazzy PR: Send Entries Soon
conjunction with the Office of Library
and Outreach Services (OLOS), Swap
and Show will display promotional
materials highlighting diversity is-
sues.  With the support of the ALA
International Relations Office (IRO),
we will present for the first time the
International Swap & Shop, display-
ing marketing and publicity items
from libraries around the world. Table
displays will showcase products from
marketing companies that work with
libraries.

Swap & Shop is an annual program
sponsored by the Public Relations and
Marketing Section of ALA’s Library
and Management Association (LAMA).
For more information, please contact
Elena Tscherny, Chair, Swap & Shop,
at the District of Columbia Public Li-
brary, (202) 727-1183.

Get Published

Attending the Annual Conference in Chicago?
Cognotes welcomes additional staff members

to write articles about meeting sessions.
For more information, contact

Stephanie Hoerner at shoerner@ala.org

ogy. Previously seen as a medium only
for news and classical music, very
quickly radio technology became a run-
away success story. Gladwell told this
story, he said, because it held three key
lessons that can be applied to the li-
brary world. The first lesson is that
epidemics move quickly once they
start and they may take uncharted
courses. The second lesson is that
Sarnoff had no political power and no
economic power, but he had social
power. And, the third lesson is that
Sarnoff reframed the way radio was
viewed. Reframing, Gladwell said, is
at the core of successful epidemics.

Gladwell said libraries must consider
how to frame the way libraries are
viewed. He said librarians must ask
what association comes to mind when
people think about libraries. Is the li-
brary viewed as a safe haven, a liter-
ary adventure, or a technology hub?
Whatever the framing may be, it is
the first critical step in starting an
advocacy epidemic. He ended his talk
by saying that, if libraries are to re-
ceive the support they need, it must
be a grassroots movement, starting
from the bottom up.

Panelists followed his presentation
with more discussion about library
advocacy. Patricia Glass Schuman,
past president of ALA, said that librar-
ians need to talk about the importance
of libraries and communicate their
passion to others. She strongly as-
serted, “Library advocacy now.” Mar-
garet Blood, founder and president of
Strategies for Children, said that li-
braries need to engage powerful
friends and allies. Nancy Talanian, di-
rector of the Bill of Rights Defense Com-
mittee, said that library advocacy
could enable a community to see them-
selves in a new light. Sergio Troncoso,
award-winning author, advised focus-
ing on the bottom up approach to lit-
eracy advocacy. All suggestions are
ways to contribute to the “epidemic.”

President's Program
Continued from page 1
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division of Penguin Young Readers
Group; Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary
Tale, illustrated and written by Mo
Willems and published by Hyperion
Books for Children.

The awards are administered by the
Association for Library Service to Chil-
dren (ALSC), a division of the ALA.

Coretta Scott King Award
Toni Morrison, author of Remem-

ber: The Journey to School Integra-
tion, and Kadir Nelson, illustrator of
Ellington Was Not a Street, are the
winners of the 2005 Coretta Scott King
Awards honoring African American
authors and illustrators of outstand-
ing books for children and young
adults. Barbara Hathaway, author of
Missy Violet and Me, is the Coretta
Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent
Author Award winner; and Frank
Morrison, illustrator of Jazzy Miz
Mozetta, is the Steptoe New Talent Il-
lustrator Award winner.

Remember: The Journey to School
Integration, published by Houghton
Mifflin Company, is Morrison’s first
historical work for young people using
archival photographs to take the reader
on a journey remembering “the nar-
row path, the open door and the wide
road” to integration.

In Ellington Was Not a Street, pub-
lished by Simon & Schuster Books for
Young Readers, Nelson evokes the feel-
ings of a family album in rich, deep-

toned oil paintings which provide a
tribute to the legendary African Ameri-
can men whose contributions changed
the culture of 20th-century America.

Occasionally awarded, the Coretta
Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent
Award affirms new talent and offers
visibility to excellence in writing and/
or illustrations at the beginning of a
career as a published children’s book
creator. Missy Violet and Me introduces
Viney, an 11-year-old who is faced with
having to help the family pay a debt.
She learns that her summer will be
spent working with a local midwife,
Missy Violet.  She then also learns about
“catching” babies, which changes her
life forever. The book is published by
Houghton Mifflin Company.

Jazzy Miz Mozetta, illustrated by
Frank Morrison and written by Brenda
C. Roberts, is dynamic, lively and
whimsical. It describes in a bold and
animated style the night Miz Mozetta
decided to take a stroll, catching off
guard the young and the old. The book
is published by Farrar Straus Giroux.

Three King Author Honor Books
were selected: The Legend of Buddy
Bush, by Shelia P. Moses and published
by Margaret K. McElderry Books, an
imprint of Simon & Schuster; Who Am
I Without Him? Short Stories About
Girls and the Boys in Their Lives, by
Sharon G. Flake and published by
Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books for
Children; and Fortune’s Bones: The
Manumission Requiem, by Marilyn
Nelson and published by Front Street.

Two King Illustrator Honor Books

were selected: God Bless the Child, il-
lustrated by Jerry Pinkney, written by
Billie Holiday and Arthur Herzog Jr.,
and published by Amistad, an imprint
of HarperCollins Publishers Inc.; and
The People Could Fly: The Picture Book,
illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon,
written by Virginia Hamilton and pub-
lished by Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of
Random House Children’s Books.

The Coretta Scott King Award is
presented annually by the Coretta Scott
King Task Force of ALA’s Ethnic and
Multicultural Information Exchange
Round Table (EMIERT).

Michael L. Printz Award
 Meg Rosoff has won the 2005 Michael

L. Printz Award for her uncompromis-
ing work, how i live now, published by
Wendy Lamb Books, an imprint of Ran-
dom House Children’s Books. Set dur-
ing a shocking occupation by terrorist
forces, Rosoff ’s novel is narrated by 15-
year-old Daisy, a wry and alienated
young woman who finds true love, mys-
tical connections and a sense of home
with her cousins in England.

Three Printz Honor Books also were
named: Airborn, by Kenneth Oppel
and published by EOS, an imprint of
HarperCollins; Lizzie Bright and the
Buckminster Boy, by Gary D. Schmidt
and published by Clarion Books, a
Houghton Mifflin Company imprint;
and Chanda’s Secrets, by Allan
Stratton and published by Annick
Press.

First presented in 2000, the Printz
Award for excellence in young adult

literature is administered by the Young
Adult Library Services Association
(YALSA), a division of ALA, and spon-
sored by Booklist magazine.

       
Margaret A. Edwards Award

Francesca Lia Block is the
slinkster-cool recipient of the 2005
Margaret A. Edwards Award honoring
her outstanding contributions to young
adult readers.

Block’s books Weetzie Bat (1989),
Witch Baby (1991), Cherokee Bat and
the Goat Guys (1992), Missing Angel
Juan (1993) and Baby Be-Bop (1996),
deal with complex issues such as
blended families, the many types of
love, and the sometimes heartbreak-
ing real world challenges teenagers
face. In Block’s Shangri-L.A., there is
pain and sadness, but love, magic and
hope prevail.

The award is administered by
YALSA and sponsored by School Li-
brary Journal.

Schneider Family Book Award
The Schneider Family Book Award

honors an author or illustrator for a
book that embodies an artistic expres-
sion of the disability experience for
child and adolescent audiences in three
age categories: birth through grade
school (age 0–10), middle school (age
11–13), and teens (age 13–18).

My Pal, Victor, written by Diane
Gonzales Bertrand and illustrated by
Robert L. Sweetland, wins for best pic-
ture book for young children. Published

Awards
Continued from page 1

Continued  on page 14
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by Raven Tree Press, the bilingual text
and bold, colorful illustrations weave
the story of two Latino boys who share
the joys of friendship – telling scary
stories and outrageous riddles, going
swimming, riding roller coasters and
having many other adventures.

Pam Muñoz Ryan is the winner of
the middle-school award for Becoming
Naomi Leon, published by Scholastic
Press. Ryan uses imaginative language
and great sensitivity in portraying an
11-year-old girl’s emergence from the
timidity of an emotionally abusive re-
lationship to becoming a lioness.

The teen award goes to My Thir-
teenth Winter: A Memoir, written by
Samantha Abeel and published by Or-
chard Books. The book was chosen for
its honest and sensitive portrayal of
the author’s youth as she struggles
with dyscalculia, a learning disability
in mathematics.

The Schneider Family Book Award
is donated by Katherine Schneider,
Ph.D., and administered by the ALA.

Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal
Laurence Yep, the premier voice of

the Chinese American experience in
literature for young people, is the win-
ner of the 2005 Laura Ingalls Wilder
Medal for a substantial and lasting
contribution to literature for children.

Yep’s numerous works include
Dragonwings, The Rainbow People,
The Khan’s Daughter and the auto-
biographical The Lost Garden. His
writing spans more than 30 years and
includes more than 55 titles.

The Wilder Medal is administered
by ALSC and is named for its first re-
cipient in 1954.

Robert F. Sibert Award
Russell Freedman, author of The

Voice That Challenged a
Nation: Marian Anderson and the
Struggle for Equal Rights, was named
the winner of the 2005 Robert F. Sibert
Informational Book Award.

In the book, published by Clarion
Books, a Houghton Mifflin imprint,
Freedman gracefully narrates the story
of Anderson’s life and career. Appropri-
ately, it is her remarkable voice that the
author emphasizes in this handsomely
and spaciously designed book about an
artist who preferred to focus on her ca-
reer, but was forced to confront her
nation’s racism. 

Three Sibert Honor Books also were
named:  Walt Whitman: Words for
America, written by Barbara Kerley, il-
lustrated by Brian Selznick and pub-
lished by Scholastic Press, an imprint of
Scholastic Inc.; The Tarantula Scientist,
written by Sy Montgomery, with photo-
graphs by Nic Bishop and published by
Houghton Mifflin; and Sequoyah: The
Cherokee Man Who Gave His People
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Writing, written and illustrated by James
Rumford, translated into Cherokee by
Anna Sixkiller Huckaby and published
by Houghton Mifflin.

The annual award is administered
by ALSC and is sponsored by Bound to
Stay Bound Books, Inc., of Jackson-
ville, Ill., in honor of Robert F. Sibert,
its longtime president.

Andrew Carnegie Medal
Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly

of Weston Woods Studios, producers of
The Dot in association with
FableVision, are the 2005 recipients of
the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excel-
lence in Children’s Video. The video is
based on the book by Peter H. Reynolds
and is narrated by Thora Birch, with
music by Jerry Dale McFadden.

Frustrated artist Vashti is ready to
give up when a dot – simple but com-
plete – takes her to new artistic
heights. Vashti’s talent bursts into life,
joyfully encircling her and framing
each canvas. Like a drop of paint from
a watercolor brush on paper, Vashti’s
teacher’s compassionate encourage-
ment spreads to her young artist. 

The Carnegie Medal, established
with the support of the Carnegie Cor-
poration of New York, honors an out-
standing American video production for
children released during the previous
year. The award is administered by the
Association for Library Service to Chil-
dren (ALSC).

Mildred L. Batchelder Award
Delacorte Press, an imprint of Ran-

dom House Children’s Books, was
named the winner of the 2005 Mildred
L. Batchelder Award for the most out-
standing children’s book originally
published in a foreign language and
subsequently translated into English
for publication in the United States for
The Shadows of Ghadames.

Originally published in French in
1999 as “Les Ombres de Ghadamès,”
the book was written by Joëlle Stolz
and translated into English by
Catherine Temerson. The book paints
a vivid picture of a young woman’s
coming of age in 19th-century Libya,
as 11-year-old Malika questions the
restrictions she encounters as she ap-
proaches marriageable age. When the
women of her family secretly aid a
young outcast, Malika gains a new
understanding of the strength of the
women of Ghadames, whose seclusion
from the men’s world of the streets has
created a powerful all-female commu-
nity that extends across the rooftops
of the city.

Two Honor Books also were
selected. The Crow-Girl:  The Children
of Crow Cove, published by Farrar
Straus Giroux, and Daniel Half Human
and the Good Nazi, published by Rich-
ard Jackson Books, an imprint at Simon
& Schuster’s Atheneum division. 

The Batchelder Award is adminis-
tered by ALSC.

         
May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lec-
ture Award

Russell Freedman, renowned au-
thor of outstanding nonfiction for chil-
dren and young adults, will deliver the
2006 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor
Lecture. Each year, an individual of
distinction in the field of children’s lit-
erature is chosen to write and deliver
a lecture that will make a significant
contribution to the world of children’s
literature.

Certain that children under-appre-
ciate history due to uninspiring texts,
Freedman set out to breathe life into
what he believed was fascinating sub-
ject matter. Freedman’s career began
as a news reporter and editor and
moved into children’s books with the
publication of his first book, Teenag-
ers Who Made History, in 1961. Freed-
man has brought such diverse figures
as Marian Anderson, Martha Graham,
Confucius and Crazy Horse alive
through extensive research, archival
photographs and his ability to tell a
good story.

The award is administered by
ALSC.

Recognized worldwide for the high
quality they represent, ALA awards
guide parents, educators, librarians
and others in selecting the best mate-
rials for youth.  Selected by judging
committees of librarians and other
children’s experts, the awards encour-
age original and creative work. For
more information on the ALA youth
media awards and notables, please
visit the ALA Web site at
www.ala.org/2005awards.



Give a little to education, Get a little education
at the Museum of Science and Industry

Saturday, June 25, 2005
8:00 – 11:00 p.m.

at the ALA Annual Conference

ALA/PROQUEST SCHOLARSHIP BASH

Music

Entertainers

Food

Voted one of the
best museums

in the country

• Be amazed at the anatomical exhibition of real human bodies!
• Explore the newly restored WWII U-505 submarine.

• Marvel at the model railroad exhibit that including 34 trains
operating at one time.

• Create a real toy from a great idea.
• Watch chicks hatch and begin their new life in front of your eyes!

And much, much more!And much, much more!And much, much more!And much, much more!And much, much more!

Adult tickets are $35.00 each and children 12 and
under are $20.00.  You can purchase Bash tickets on

the ALA Annual Conference Registration form:
www.ala.org/annual.

Bash Cash will be available again and sponsored by
your favorite exhibitors at Annual Conference. Bash

Cash can be used at participating Museum of Science
and Industry shops and at additional fee exhibits

including Body Worlds.
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TICKETS

For updates and more information on the Bash,
visit www.ala.org/scholarshipbash




