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ALA President Carla D.
Hayden opened the program, “Liv-
ing in a Post-CIPA World” by dis-
cussing her commitment to equity
of access, a theme she will carry
through her term. Equity of access
as defined by Hayden is “when all
people have access to library ser-
vices and all types of library mate-
rials.” Calling it a tall order, she
said that striving to achieve equity
of access is “fundamental to our
ability to fulfill our mission as li-
brarians.” Complicating this mis-
sion is the Children’s Internet Pro-
tection Act (CIPA), which man-
dates that all public libraries re-
ceiving e-rate and other federal
funds install filtering software.

To help librarians understand
the numerous questions arising
from CIPA, Hayden assembled a
panel of experts to discuss various
aspects of the issue. Before the panel
discussion, Hayden introduced
keynote speaker, Omar Wasow.
Wasow is a founder and the Execu-
tive Director of BlackPlanet.com, a
technology analyst and commenta-
tor, one of Newsweek’s “Fifty Most
Influential People to Watch in
Cyberspace,” and self-described
“nerd” and “policy wonk.”
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Kate DiCamillo, author of The Tale of
Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a
Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread,
and Mordicai Gerstein, illustrator and
author of The Man Who Walked Between
the Towers, are the 2004 winners of the
John Newbery and Randolph Caldecott
medals, the most prestigious awards in
children’s literature.

They were among the award winners
announced Monday, January 12 by the
American Library Association (ALA)
during its Midwinter Meeting in San Di-
ego. Considered the “Academy Awards”
of children’s book publishing, the 2004
Newbery and Caldecott medals honor
outstanding writing and illustration of
works published in the United States
during the previous year.

The Tale of Despereaux, illustrated by
Timothy Basil Ering and published by
Candlewick Press, draws the reader into
an enchanting account of a smaller-than-
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DiCamillo,
Gerstein receive
2004 Newbery,
Caldecott medals
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usual mouse in love with music, stories
and a princess named Pea. This tiny hero
faints at loud noises but gathers the cour-
age to fulfill his dreams. With character
and plot far more complex than the tradi-
tional fairy tale, separate stories introduce

Despereaux, condemned for talking to the
princess; the evil rat, Roscuro, who loves
light and soup; and Miggery Sow, a farm
girl with royal aspirations.  The lyrical
language of this distinctive tale is as sa-
vory as the palace soup.

“DiCamillo masterfully weaves
drama, mystery and intrigue with high
humor and fun into a cohesive, captivat-
ing and distinguished tale,” said
Newbery Award Chair Eliza T. Dresang.
“Time-honored themes of good versus
evil, light versus dark, unrequited love,
loyalty and search for identity have roots
in many mythic and literary classics fa-
miliar to children. This story is sure to
entice, challenge and delight readers of
all ages.”

The 2004 Caldecott Medal for illustra-
tion is awarded to Mordicai Gerstein for ���������	��	
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Dozens of trustees were infected with
the “advocacy virus” January 11, and
there is concern that they will return to
their communities and spread advocacy
for America’s libraries from coast to coast.

At least that is the hope – and through
learning how to shape public service
messages, brainstorming with other at-
tendees, and listening to a library board
member tell of her experiences, they were
called to action.

Gail Dysleski, chair of the Advocacy
Committee of the American Library
Trustees Association (ALTA), an-
nounced her intention of spreading an
“epidemic of advocacy” around the na-
tion. Dysleski said, “sometimes just a
single effort can make a difference.”

Carol Brey-Casiano, 2003-2004 ALA
President-Elect and Director of the El
Paso Public Library, described the focus
of her upcoming presidential year as
being a “grassroots advocacy cam-
paign.” She told of how she had trav-
eled to Puerto Vallarta to promote the
value of libraries and that if she could
do it in Spanish, it should be even easier
in her first language. Brey-Casiano said
that it was important to know how to
talk to your next-door neighbor, as well
as to politicians and other leaders.

Shirley Bruursema, ALTA President,
described the advocacy roles and respon-
sibilities of trustees. Heading her list are
such tips as keeping well-informed about
library issues, making a point of getting
to know and maintain communication
with officials, starting an advocacy com-
mittee and holding an annual event for
library advocates. Bruursema advised to
be always ready to sell your message, be-
cause you never know when you will
have the perfect opportunity to do so.

Patricia Glass Schuman, chair of the
ALA Public Awareness Committee and
Kathleen Imhoff, helped infect the crowd
with ideas by exposing them to ways to
shape messages for the media and by
encouraging an interaction and sharing
of various ways to sell the value of the
library. Schuman presented “Schuman’s
Rules for Answering the Hard Ques-
tions,” which are designed to help trust-

ees and other library advocates prepare
themselves for presenting information to
the media.

The rules focus on staying on message
and not being drawn into negative or oth-
erwise unproductive discussions.

“You must remember,” Schuman
said, “that the goal is to gain understand-
ing and support for the library.”

Kathleen Imhoff suggested thinking
in terms of three simple themes as a way
to focus on presenting the library’s mes-
sage. These are the ideas that libraries
represent places to find Change, Oppor-
tunity and Windows to the world, hence
the acronym “COW.”

Patricia Wickham, Vice-President for
the El Paso Public Library Association,
Board of Directors, presented some ad-
vocacy tips based on her experiences.
Wickham told how important it is to
reach out for support and to target all
socioeconomic groups and to work with
the local schools, colleges and universi-
ties. She also told of a fundraising event
of selling engraved bricks to line the en-
trance to a library. She joked that, because
she weighs under one hundred pounds,
she carried one of the actual bricks
around in her purse to “keep me
grounded” – and she was always ready
to pull it out as an opportunity to talk
about the importance of the library.

Luis Herrera, president of the Public
Library Association (PLA), described
some initial findings of a market research
study of various target groups about feel-
ings toward libraries. Herrera said these
findings are very positive and include
people’s belief in the universal benefit of
libraries, the role of staff as information
navigators and the concept of libraries
as places for lifelong learning and com-
munity building.

Mark Gould of the ALA Public Infor-
mation Office also spread advocacy
throughout the room by presenting some
public service announcement videos
whose message was that “the future is
at your public library, so make sure your
library has a future.”

Dale Ross, an ALTA past president,
closed the session with a call to action,
which sent those infected with the ad-
vocacy virus out to create an epidemic.

��&�	�	��'���������	
�
 �����
��� ��
���(
���������	����
��� �����)
�������������

��������

In a memorial service punctuated
with an equal mix of laughter and tears,
approximately 250 youth services li-
brarians, writers, colleagues and
friends gathered to celebrate the life,
work and friendship of William C. Mor-
ris, Vice President and Director of Li-
brary Promotion at Harper Collins.
Morris, who is credited with the devel-
opment of modern marketing of
children’s literature and called “the soul
of publishing” by Charlotte Zolotow,
died on September 29, 2003 at the age of
74.   Writers introduced by Morris dur-
ing his long career include Eve Bunting,
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Sharon Creech, Katherine Paterson, Jerry
Spinelli and Jane Yolen.

Born and raised in Eagle Pass, Texas,
Morris graduated from Rice University
and went on to earn a Master’s degree
in American Literature from Duke Uni-
versity. His career with Harper & Broth-
ers began in 1955 as a temporary em-
ployee in the promotions department.

Although Morris made his career at
HarperCollins for 48 years, Mimi
Kayden, Consultant, Chronicle Books
and North-South Books, remembered
him as a friend and colleague who
treated everyone, including editors, writ-
ers and illustrators from competing pub-
lishing houses, the same. Michael Cart,
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author and Booklist columnist, called
Morris “the last civilized man” and said
that Morris truly believed that books
could save children.

Until he was too sick to travel in 2003,
Morris attended ALA, and other
children’s literature conferences, with-
out fail for 48 years, believing that “li-
brarians are the nicest people in the
world.”  He provided personal and pro-
fessional support for programs and ini-
tiatives such as the Coretta Scott King
book awards. Fellow Texan Rose Treviño,
Youth Services Coordinator, Houston
Public Library, talked about how she told
Morris of her passion for helping young
Latina mothers and their children with

the bilingual literacy program, “Born to
Read.”   Through her tears, Treviño told
those in attendance that she received a
call from Morris’ lawyer after his death
informing her that there would be con-
tinued support for the program from
Morris’ estate.

Coleen Salley, storyteller and Profes-
sor Emerita of Children’s Literature, Uni-
versity of New Orleans, delivered her
tribute in the form of a love letter to her
friend who she called “Darling Boy.”  The
letter echoed the sentiments of all the
speakers, who each knew Morris as a
funny, brilliant, tireless, caring and ir-
reverent man whose absence will be
eclipsed only by his legacy.
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Rising before the sun on January
12, more than 150 people joyfully
gathered for the annual celebration
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy
of equity and advocacy.  The theme of
this year ’s Sunrise Celebration,
opened by Holiday Task Force Chair
Virginia Moore, was “A Challenge to
America’s Libraries Ensuring Infor-
mation Access to All People.”   After
brief remarks from several speakers,
Isabel Espinal, OLOS Advisory Com-
mittee Chair introduced keynote
speaker Herb Cawthorne.

Audience members were asked to
suspend their disbelief and imagine
that they were in a room being ad-
dressed by Dr. King at an ALA con-
ference in 1968, hearing one of his last
speeches. Cawthorne, a teacher, re-
porter, actor and community leader
took the podium and offered a mov-
ing interpretation of King, eliciting
audience response throughout the
presentation, with the combined

words of several speeches.
Following Cawthorne, Lucille

Thomas, Honorary ALA Member,
2002, addressed the group, remind-
ing them “what we have to do” as
library workers.  She focused on fight-
ing for equity of access and urged
those present to remember the
underserved, especially young and
out-of-work people.  Despite her soft
voice, Thomas delivered a powerful
message, and concluded her remarks
by saying, “You have the power. You
have the will. You can make a differ-
ence.”

Closing remarks were offered by
Andrew P. Jackson (Sekous Molefi
Baako), President-Elect, Black Caucus
of ALA (BCALA) before attendees
ended the ceremony with a rendition
of “We Shall Overcome.”

The observance is sponsored by The
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Task Force of the ALA Social Respon-
sibilities Round Table,  BCALA, World
Book and supported by the Office for
Literacy and Outreach Services.
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Seven libraries are winners of the John
Cotton Dana Library Public Relations
Award, which recognizes and honors
outstanding achievement in library pub-
lic relations. This award, jointly spon-
sored by The H. W. Wilson Company,
Bronx, N.Y., and the Library Administra-
tion and Management Association
(LAMA), a division of the American Li-
brary Association (ALA), has been
awarded continuously since 1946.

“The quality of the applications re-
ceived this year represented the full spec-
trum of library public relations activities,
and, without exception, the entrants de-
serve praise for their commitment of time
and effort in their individual public rela-
tions operations and the resulting en-
tries,” said Peter Deekle, award commit-
tee chair.

“The award recipients represent cre-
ative and effective public relations cam-
paigns that responded to real community
needs and produced real results in terms
of improving public awareness and use
of libraries, their programs and collec-
tions. The John Cotton Dana Award is
the most prestigious of all library awards
in the public relations field and is impor-
tant not only to the winning library, but
also to the communities so positively im-
pacted by these outstanding programs.”

The 2004 awards will be presented to:

• Halifax Public Libraries, (Dart-
mouth, Nova Scotia) for its complex and
layered “Summer Reading Quest,” fea-
turing seven fantasy characters in an
original, interactive adventure and a dy-
namic Web site designed to attract the re-
luctant reader.

• The Orange County Public Library
(Santa Ana, Calif.) for the imaginative
Egyptology Lecture Series — a program of
scholars and other luminaries that was de-
veloped from a unique partnership with
the American Research Center in Egypt.

• The Edmon Law Library, Okla-
homa State University (Stillwater, Okla.),
for a stellar commerative celebration en-
titled “That was Then … This is Now,”
focusing on the successes and challenges
marking 50 years of building pride.

• The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Li-
brary (San Jose, Calif.) for a building dedi-
cation campaign, highlighting a
groundbreaking partnership between the
San Jose State University and the city’s
public library.

• The Pioneer Library System
(Norman, Okla.) for an intriguing and
visually appealing campaign that pro-
moted libraries as prominent cultural
agents.  The Red Dirt Book Festival cel-
ebrated the Oklahoma literary experience.

• The Las Vegas – Clark County Li-
brary District (Las Vegas) for Reading Las
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Vegas, Books: A Sure Bet! — a catchy pub-
lic relations and branding campaign us-
ing casino imagery to promote the
library’s second annual adult reading
program.

•Barrington Area Library (Barrington,
Ill.) for “Simple Living,” a series of lifestyle
programs featuring the concept of paring
down, making choices and staying fo-
cused designed in response to the chang-

ing economic climate.
Winning entries will be displayed at

the John Cotton Dana Library Public Re-
lations Award booth in the exhibit area
during the 2004 ALA Annual Conference
in June, in Orlando. Conference partici-
pants also will be able to view the win-
ners Sunday, June 27, from 11:00 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. at the “Best of Show/Swap and
Shop” program sponsored by LAMA.

American Library Association
(ALA) members will soon have
online access to a full searchable,
digital database of American Librar-
ies, www.ala.org/alonline, ALA’s
leading magazine for the profession,
distributed monthly to more than
64,000 individuals worldwide.

ALA announces that it has cho-
sen ebrary®, a leading provider of in-
formation distribution and retrieval
services, to host, distribute, and
archive digital editions via its unique
platform, which transforms printed
pages into a dymanic database. The
new service will be delivered using
the familiar, easy-to-use ebrary inter-
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face used by hundreds of libraries
that subscribe to ebrary’s aggregated
book database and other database
products.

“We expect to be up and running
by March, with access going back
to 1998,” said Amercian Libraries
editor and Publisher Leonard
Kniffel. “ALA members will be able
to access the archive with their
membership numbers to perform
full-text searches within the maga-
zine and across publications, use
ebrary InfoTools™for research with
word-level interaction, and create
personal bookshelves that save
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Wiley InterScience Databases
Discover powerful searching by chemical structure, substructure, reaction types and properties 
complemented by advanced full-text search functionality.

For more information on access to Wiley InterScience, please contact:

North, Central and South America  Tel: 1-800-511-3989 • E-mail: cs-wis@wiley.co.uk

All other regions Tel: +44 (0) 1243-779-777 • E-mail: cs-wis@wiley.co.uk

• Organic Reactions

• Organic Syntheses

• Organic-Chemical Drugs and their Synonyms

• Wiley Database of Polymer Properties
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Wasow shared the story of his path
to cyberspace, saying that the game
Donkey Kong is responsible for where
he is today. At an early age, Wasow be-
came obsessed with computer technol-
ogy, first as a consumer, but eventually
as a creator, skipping out of shop class
in 6th grade to learn simple program-
ming. As the cost of technology makes
a quick drop, and as access becomes
widely available, more people will be
able make the move from consumer to
creator. The key, according to Wasow,
is getting everyone to think like a librar-
ian. It is not access, per se, that is cru-
cial. Critical thinking skills, and more
essentially, basic literacy, are key to the
democratization of information. Wasow
hopes and suspects that CIPA will not
be a major issue in the long term.

A lively panel discussion, moderated
by Dr. Toni Carbo, University of Pitts-
burgh, followed. Alan B. Davidson, As-
sociate Director at the Center for De-
mocracy and Technology, gave an over-
view of possible ramifications of CIPA
implementation, which he referred to as
“constitutionally problematic.” Even
with CIPA, libraries need to assure that
blocking is tailored to meet CIPA guide-
lines, that adults have unfiltered access
without compromising their anonym-
ity or privacy, and that the process be
transparent, keeping users and librar-
ians informed of what is being blocked.
It is up to librarians to demand appro-
priate filters, and not blindly accept
products.

Following Davidson was Charlie
Parker, Executive Director of the Tampa
Bay Library Consortium, who echoed
that idea that librarians be proactive
and vigilant about filtering products
and understand the process.  He also
said that the “real story” is the success
that libraries have had in connecting
people. This he said is a huge accom-
plishment.  For those who are still strug-

gling with understanding the law and
its implementation, Parker noted the
tremendous amount of information that
is available on the ALA website.

Rounding out the panel was Dan
Lulich, Executive Director of Safety, Se-
curity and Privacy for America
Online, Inc. As chief architect of AOL’s
web filter, Parental Controls, Lulich
gave an overview of how filters are con-
structed, assuring the audience that the
filtering process is “very human.”
Lulich praised librarians as the most
appropriate people to drive, not only
discussions about filtering, but the very
construction of filters. Librarians, with
their expert organizational skills, are
uniquely qualified to do this.  His posi-
tive message about CIPA was that its
implementation will put librarians
“back in the driver’s seat” and force the
creation of better products.
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links to bookmarks, highlighted text,
and annotations.”

“From an organization perspective,
ebrary’s PDF-based platform allows us
to cost effectively and efficiently extend
the reach of American Libraries while
building and maintaing our unique
look and content,” Kniffel added. “We
are very pleased to partner with ebrary
as it will add enormous value to mem-
bership in ALA.”

“ALA is the oldest and largest li-
brary association in the world, whose
mission is to promote the highest qual-
ity library and information services
and public access to information,” said
Christopher Warnock, CEO of ebrary.
“We are very proud to be able to help
ALA achieve this mission through the
digital distribution of American Librar-
ies. Additionally, we are extremely ex-
cited to demonstrate the flexibility and
scalability of our database technology,
which is applicable to journals, books,
magazines, maps, reports and other
document types.”
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The audience welcomed Dr.
Bertrice Berry and Ángeles Mastretta
to the ALA Best-Selling Author Fo-
rum January 9 and enjoyed listening
to the tales they had to tell.

Internationally renowned author
Ángeles Mastretta began by answer-
ing questions about herself. “Why do
I write?” she said, “because I am
made to do that. I write because I am
obliged to do so.  I enjoy writing and
thinking about life, about love and
disenchantment.”  Noting that the
characters of her books frequently
live in the past, “I write about the
problems in the past, to better the
present.”

She revealed her inner self by stat-
ing, “My favorite landscape is the
Caribbean, my favorite movie would
be ‘Out of Africa’ or something like
that, I cannot choose only one, my fa-
vorite sea animal is the dolphin, and
land animal the squirrel.”

“I would like to meet and talk to
Jane Austin, Tolstoy, Chekhov, and
Oscar Wilde,” said Mastretta. “I’d
like to visit 17th Century Venice. I
miss my children’s childhood and
my father.”

When asked the question, “Where
do you go when you are blue?” she
replied, “To the cemetery, nothing
worse could happen to me!”

She treated the audience to a read-
ing from her book Women with Big
Eyes.

Dr. Bertrice Berry, inspirational
speaker sociologist and former stand-
up comedian, opened her presenta-
tion by thanking the audience. “I am
so honored to be here. Librarians
hold a special place in my heart. You
saved my life. When I was young, I
went to the library between school
and working,” said Berry. She stated
that she puts a librarian in every book
she writes.

“I’ve learned that love has noth-
ing to do with what we get, it has to
do with what we give and success
has nothing to do with what we have,
but the impression that we leave,”
said Berry.

Before singing a meditation re-
flecting on peace and healing, Berry
stated that we need to ask ourselves
at the end of each day, “Did I affect
people the way I really meant to?”
Her message is that peace on earth
begins at home.

Speaking about her latest book she
laughed, “I recently won Best Erotica
for Jim and Louella’s Home-made Heart-
Fix Remedy, which is embarrassing
because I didn’t know I was writing
erotica.”

Berry ended her portion of the fo-
rum by telling the audience that part
of the problem with society is that
there is no respect for the elders, yet
we have so much to learn from them.

“The most revolutionary thing we
can do is love each other,” said Berry.
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The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender
Round Table (GLBTRT) of the American
Library Association (ALA) is pleased to
announce the winners of the 2004 Stone-
wall Book Awards. Monique Truong, au-
thor of The Book of Salt is the winner of the
Barbara Gittings Book Award in Literature,
and historian John D’Emilio, author of Lost
Prophet: The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin,
is the winner of the Israel Fishman Book
Award for Nonfiction.

The announcement was made Janu-
ary 11 at ALA’s Midwinter Meeting in
San Diego. The awards will be presented
at the 2004 ALA Annual Conference in
Orlando, FL, June 24-30, 2004.

The Book of Salt masterly depicts the
life of gay, Vietnamese-émigré Bình and
his years as a live-in cook for Gertrude
Stein and Alice B. Toklas in 1930s Paris.
The narrative poignantly addresses is-
sues of identity, home and, of course, cook-
ing in a delectable mélange of storytelling.

This is Truong’s first novel. A Vietnam-
ese émigré who moved to the United States
at the age of six, Truong is now an attor-
ney specializing in intellectual property.
She currently resides in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Lost Prophet is an in-depth biography
of African American peace activist Bayard
Rustin, whose homosexuality shaped
and almost destroyed his professional
career in mid-20th century America.
Rustin brought the Ghandian principles
of nonviolent protest to the American civil
rights movement and was the architect of
the historic 1963 March on Washington.
D’Emilio’s Lost Prophet reveals the poi-
gnant struggle of a brilliant and unrecog-
nized activist.

D’Emilio is a professor of history, and

of gender and women’s study at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago. This is his
second literary award from the GLBTRT.
In 1984, he was recognized for his work
Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: the
Making of a Homosexual Minority in the
United States, 1940-1970.

The Stonewall Award, formerly called
the ALA Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered (GLBT) Book Award, was
established in 1971. It is the oldest liter-
ary award given for literature exploring
the GLBT experience.

The Stonewall honor books in literature are:
Cutting Room, by Louise Welsh
Keeping you a Secret by Julie Ann Peters
Lives of the Circus Animals: a Novel by Christopher Bram
Southland by Nina Revoyr

The Stonewall honor books in non-fiction are:
Beautiful Shadow: A Life of Patricia Highsmith by Andrew Wilson
Before Stonewall: Activists for Gay and Lesbian Rights in Historical Context
    edited by Vern L. Bullough, R.N., Ph.D.
Intertwined Lives: Margaret Mead, Ruth Benedict, and their Circle by Lois W. Banner
Ridiculous!: The Theatrical Life and Times of Charles Ludlam by David Kaufman

Library Personnel News (LPN), a
newsletter which has been pub-
lished since 1987 by the American
Library Association’s (ALA) Office
for Human Resource Development
and Recruitment (previously known
as the Office for Library Personnel
Resources), ceased publication with
the end of the 2003 volume—vol. 16,
no. 3-4.

A new electronic newsletter entitled

Library Worklife: HR E-News for Today’s
Leaders published by the ALA Allied
Professional Association (ALA-APA)
replaces LPN.

The first issue of Library Worklife
was released January 7, 2004. The de-
but issue features a spotlight article by
ALA Immediate Past President
Maurice J. Freedman, an article on em-
ployee benefits data by Mary Jo Lynch
and an article on the 2003 Support Staff

Library Mosaics  salary survey by
Raymond Roney and Charlie Fox, as
well as other articles.

To view the first issue of Library
Worklife: HR E-News for Today’s Lead-
ers, visit http://www.ala-apa.org/
newsletter/ala_apa_vol1_no1.html.

For more information on Library
Worklife, contact ALA-APA Director
Jenifer Grady at 800-545-2433 x2424
or email jgrady@ala.org.
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 The Notable Books Council of the
Reference and User Services Associa-
tion (RUSA), a division American Li-
brary Association (ALA), has com-
piled its year 2004 list of outstanding
books for the general reader. These
titles have been selected for their sig-
nificant contribution to the expansion
of knowledge and for the pleasure
they can provide to adult readers.

This list will be available on the No-
table Books Web page on the RUSA/
ALA Web site http://www.ala.org/
rusa/notable.html and in a camera-
ready kit from ALA.  The Notable
Books list will be included in ALA’s
Guide to Best Reading in 2004. This kit
contains all the reading lists from
ALA, for children through adult read-
ers, and has camera-ready brochures
and bookmarks for each list. The kit
will be available after June 1, 2004.
Call ALA Order Fulfillment, 1-800-
545-2433, press 7 to order.

Since 1944, the goal of the Notable
Books Council has been to make avail-
able to the nation’s readers a list of
25-26 very good, very readable, and
at times very important fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry books for the adult
reader. The Council consists of mem-
bers selected from the membership of
RUSA /CODES (Collection Develop-
ment and Evaluation Section).

#������
Brick Lane, Monica Ali
The Inquisitor’s Manual, Antonio Lobo Antunes
Any Human Heart, William Boyd
Alva & Irva: The Twins Who Saved a City, Edward Carey
Brownsville: Stories, Little Brown, Oscar Casares
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Mark Haddon
The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini
The Known World, Edward P. Jones
The Fortress of Solitude, Jonathan Lethem
Love, Toni Morrison
Star of the Sea, Joseph O’Connor
Drinking Coffee Elsewhere, ZZ Packer
The Cave, Jose Saramago

2�����
Alabanza: New and Selected Poems, Martin Espada
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Wrapped in Rainbows: The Life of Zora Neale, Valerie Boyd
Naked in the Promised Land: A Memoir, Lillian Faderman
Beyond the River, Ann Hagedorn
Flat Broke with Children: Women in the Age of Welfare Reform, Sharon Hays
Mountains Beyond Mountains, Tracy Kidder
Michaelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling, Ross King
Under the Banner of Heaven, Jon Krakauer
Random Family: Love, Drugs, and Coming of Age in the Bronx, Adrian Nicole LeBlanc
Food Inc.: Mendel to Monsanto—The Promises and Perils of the

Biotech Harvest, Peter Pringle
Monster of God: The Man-Eating Predator in the Jungles of

History and the Mind, David Quammen
Krushchev: The Man and His Era, Norton, William Taubman
Triangle: The Fire That Changed America, David Von Drehle
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On Monday, December 22, 2003,
Gladys Smiley Bell and Kenneth A.
Yamashita, co-chairs of the Joint Confer-
ence of Librarians of Color 2006
(JCLC2006) Steering Committee, an-
nounced that the Committee had selected
the city of Dallas as the site for the first-
ever joint national conference of the five
ethnic librarian caucus associations. A
site-selection team, headed by John Ayala,
chair of the JCLC2006 Site Selection Com-
mittee, considered and visited cities in the
central tier of states in December. The team
was assisted by Amy R. McGuigan, ALA
Conference Services, and Satia M. Orange,
ALA OLOS.   

“The Steering Committee unani-
mously voted for Dallas, TX and for the
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Former director of the ALA Of-
fice of Diversity, Sandra Rios
Balderrama, was honored as the
2003 Receipient of the Arnulfo
D. Trejo Librarian of the Year
Award given by REFORMA, the
National Association to Promote
Library and Information Ser-
vices to Latinos and the Span-
ish-Speaking.

The award was presented to
Balderrama at the Pura Belpré
Award Fundraiser held by
REFORMA at the Martin Luther
King Library during the ALA
Midwinter Meeting in San Diego.

Balderrama was recognized
for her many contributions to
the promotion of library services
to Latinos. Throughout her ca-
reer, she has consistently been
associated with issues of diver-
sity and the recruitment and re-
tention of librarians of color.
While serving as Director of the
Office of Diversity of the Ameri-
can Library Association, she
was an integral force behind the
success of the ALA Spectrum
Scholars Program.

Dallas Adam’s Mark Hotel, to be the site
and host of our first collaborative effort,”
reported Bell and Yamashita. “The Ameri-
can Indian Library Association (AILA),
Asian/Pacific American Librarians As-
sociation (APALA), Black Caucus of ALA
(BCALA), Chinese-American Librarians
Association (CALA), and REFORMA
(National Association to Promote Library
Services to the Spanish Speaking) have
two appointees each on the Steering Com-
mittee, and all chose to support the find-
ings and recommendations of the Site
Selection team to go with Dallas.” The
dates of the JCLC2006 will be October 12
– 15. 

Dallas boasts the oldest African
American and Hispanic Chambers of

Commerce in the U.S. and the site se-
lection team received assurances of
conference support from their repre-
sentatives as well as from the Dallas
Asian American and Native American
Chambers.

The 2006 Joint Conference is expected
to attract a larger audience with more ex-
hibitors and a wider range of programs
than any one group could accomplish on
their own; the conference participants
will be librarians, library staff and library
trustees and Friends of color as well as
supportive colleagues who serve commu-
nities of color. Proceeds from the confer-
ence will be equally divided between the
five organizations for their scholarship
endowments. 
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The American Library Association

(ALA) Public Programs Office and National
Video Resources (NVR) are pleased to an-
nounce a new grant project for public li-
braries, the Human Rights Video Project.
Supported by a major grant from the John
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Founda-
tion and the Ford Foundation, the Human
Rights Video Project will award grants to
300 public libraries across the country. Li-
braries interested in applying for the grants
can download an application and guide-
lines at www.ala.org/publicprograms or
www.nvr.org. Applications must be re-
ceived by March 1, 2004. 

Two types of grants are available
through the Human Rights Video Project. 
The first, supported by the MacArthur Foun-
dation, will provide packages of 12 videos
and supporting materials on human rights
topics to 250 public libraries in the U.S.  The
video collection was selected by a panel of
librarians, filmmakers, and human rights
professionals and covers topics such as glo-
balization and labor rights, landmines, the
prison industry in the U.S., sexual violence
in war, police brutality, disability rights,
rights to education, justice for torture vic-
tims, globalization and International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) policies, post-apartheid

South Africa, Isreal/Palestine, AIDS in Af-
rica, and U.S. immigration and political
asylum.  Some titles in the package are “Be-
hind the Labels,” (Witness Films, 2001)  “Ev-
ery Mother’s Son,” (Filmmakers, 2003)
“Calling the Ghosts,” (Women Make Mov-
ies, 1996) and “Well-Founded Fear” (The
Epidavros Project, 2000).

The second grant, supported by the Ford
Foundation, will award grants to an addi-
tional 50 public libraries.  Libraries selected
will receive the sets of videos, supporting
materials, and $750 for public programs on
human rights topics in partnership with a
non-profit community activist organization.
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Horizon Information Portal 3.0 is loaded 
with groovy, new and improved features 
that will wow your users. Cool!

Some of the top features of Horizon 
Information Portal 3.0 are:

User Self-registration—allows users to 
receive temporary access to some library 
resources immediately and streamlines 
the official registration process when they 
go in-person to receive a card at the 
library. Outta sight!

Advance Booking—allows users to reserve 
certain items in advance in order to pre-
arrange a time when the book or item will 
definitely be available for them to use in 
the library or to, where applicable, take 
home overnight. 

Search Deduping—provides the ability to 
perform a search against multiple library 
catalogs resulting in a richer result set for 
the user. Fab!

OpenURL—link resolvers enable library 
users automated access to complete text 
articles. Horizon Information Portal has 

already had the ability to act as a target, but 
with 3.0 it will now have the ability to be an 
OpenURL source, as well. Works great with 
the new Horizon Link Resolver service from 
Dynix. 

ADA Support—achieved “W3C Conformance 
Level A” compliance for ADA support. 
Conformance Level A means that all Priority 
1 checkpoints are satisfied. Boss!

Improved Usability and Display 
Capabilities—includes support for emailing 
records in a vertical bar-delineated format 
and the ability to include item specific 
information in My List and My Account. It 
also allows libraries to select where on the 
result list the first matching result is 
displayed.

New Statistical Reports—includes new 
reports and the ability to track new 
statistical areas, such as a report of total 
searches by search index, and the ability to 
complete statistics for each separate 
information Portal profile. Far-out!

User Power, Baby!

Cruise by the Dynix Booth (#832) for a demo 
from one of our awesome sales reps and receive 

a groovy one of a kind “Get HIP” pendant.
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Chair Paul Kauppila of the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Library at
San Jose State University introduced
two studies to the Popular Culture
in Libraries Discussion Group meet-
ing on Sunday, January 11. “Britney,
Buffy, and Barbie: Popular Culture
Paths to Information Literacy” was
a collaborative effort by two Illinois
Wesleyan University librarians.
Jul ia  Dickinson and Stephanie
Davis-Kahl showed how popular
culture can frame and promote in-
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formation l i teracy instruct ion.
Knowledge of popular films, televi-
sion personalities, musical lyrics,
and fiction can put new library us-
ers and instructional librarians on
similar levels. A meeting of the
minds through this medium is a
good method to: relieve library anxi-
ety; introduce complex techniques of
research by starting with something
incipient scholars already know;
and excite reluctant learners.

Dickinson explained how popu-
lar culture often forms part of one’s
identity, sometimes leading to the
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formation of campus support groups
composed of regular viewers of par-
ticular television programs. Ex-
amples from the mainstream culture
can spark discussion and research
into broader issues, such as in the
past  controversy over “Talking
Barbie’s” math fear and its connec-
tion with harmful gender stereo-
types. Popular culture can also of-
ten attenuate one’s vision because
regional or generational differences
can limit shared experiences. Audi-
ence members cited the “mindset”
list distributed online by Beloit Col-

lege, which indicates that incoming
college class cohorts are often exces-
sively self-referential. Humor, how-
ever, can shock them out of their tun-
nel vision.

Library school professors Denice
Adkins of the University of Missouri-
Columbia and Chris Brown-Syed of
SUNY-Buffalo further refined their
analysis of librarian television viewing
habits that they first presented at ALA
in Toronto in their new paper “Librar-
ians’ Value Systems and the Appeal of
Speculative Fiction.” Discovering
through a listserv survey that librarians
do not watch as much television as the
average viewer, but nevertheless tend
to watch the same programs (with a
greater inclination toward science fic-
tion), the authors sought to evaluate
why this might be so. Speculative fic-
tion, whether on the home screen in the
many permutations of Star Trek or in
print, may reflect a common system of
beliefs that accord with librarians’ pro-
fessional values. These prize diversity,
treasure logic and analysis, readily ac-
cept technological innovations, and
seek a more utopian community than
the current world presents. At times deli-
cate topics can be addressed more eas-
ily when set in distant or imaginary set-
tings. Frequent literary references in Sci
Fi also make it attractive to those
charged with preserving and fostering
our cultural heritage.
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The E-Reserves Discussion Group ex-
plored current issues at a meeting on
January 11. Mary Jackson, Director of
Collections and Access Programs, As-
sociation of Research Libraries, dis-
cussed the statement, “Applying Fair
Use in the Development of Electronic
Reserves System.” A joint committee
made up of members from the American
Library Association, Association of Re-
search Libraries, Special Libraries As-
sociation, Medical Library Association,
and American Association of Law Li-
braries recently drafted this statement.

Enlisting the help of Georgia
Harper, University of Texas Office of
General Counsel, and Peggy Hoon,
North Carolina State University Li-
brary, the group wanted to help librar-
ies understand that fair use still exists
even after the TEACH Act.  Jackson
stated that the group hoped to high-
light the fact that there are good, but
divergent practices in applying fair
use in electronic reserves. The state-
ment is available at http://
www.arl.org/access/eres/eres.shtml.

Karen Liston, Interlibrary Loan and
Electronic Reserves Librarian, Wayne
State University, discussed the integra-
tion of interlibrary loan and electronic
reserves. She made the case that the
two units are very similar in that they
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are time sensitive and need a fast turn-
around time, share resources, are con-
cerned with copyrights issues, and are
expanding from paper to electronic
formats. She further stated that the two
units tend to be busy at different parts
of the semester and could easily assist
each other.

Leah McGinnis, Head of R.B. House
Undergraduate Library, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, talked
about how different libraries are work-
ing within fair use confines and find-
ing alternative ways to interpret fair
use. She found that many libraries are

ensuring that electronic reserve usage
is included on contracts for data base
usage. Some libraries are expanding
their definition of fair use, but this op-
tion may depend upon the risk that the
university is willing to incur.

Alternative ways to interpret fair use
include encouraging faculty to input
articles themselves on Blackboard or
similar technology, although this may
pose a higher risk to the university and
might be less convenient for faculty
and students.

Some libraries are putting price caps
on items or limiting the number of items

faculty or departments may place on
electronic reserve. McGinnis pointed
out that this could be discriminatory
toward courses that require more read-
ing and may cause management prob-
lems for the library in tracking the
number of items placed by each fac-
ulty or department.

Other suggestions about working
within the fair use confines which sur-
faced during the discussion period in-
cluded restricting items to only stu-
dents enrolled in a particular class and
suggesting to faculty to look for articles
owned by their library.

The RUSA MOUSS History Group
Instruction and Research Services
committee met January 11 to discuss
committee personnel issues, the sta-
tus of the committee’s developing
web page (“Using Primary Sources
on the Web”), plans for sponsoring a
program at the 2005 Annual Confer-
ence, and additional projects for the
committee.

Chair David Lincove, Ohio State
University, expressed concerns that a
number of members will have to go off
committee because their second terms
have expired which will leave a short-
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age of experienced members to deal
with preparing the 2005 program and
carrying out  some of the committee’s
continuing projects.

There was extensive discussion of
the new web site. A number of mem-
bers praised the site’s graphics and its
links. The site is designed to appeal to
college and university undergraduates
as well as students and teachers on the
secondary school level. Several mem-
bers volunteered to monitor the site, to
monitor active links, and look for new
sites to add.

The 2005 program, tentatively titled
“Doing History in the Electronic Age:
Challenges in Library Instruction,”

was the focus of the meeting. The scope
of the program triggered lively discus-
sion. Several members felt that the
scope should be broadened to appeal
to a wider audience including teach-
ers, students on the undergraduate and
graduate levels, and should address
issues such as primary sources on the
web in addition to library sources. The
names of a number of possible present-
ers including an academic librarian, a
history teacher, and a representative
from outside of academia – possibly
from a state historical society. It was a
consensus of the members that the
search should be concentrated in Chi-
cago and nearby states.
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The Man Who Walked Between the Towers,
published by Roaring Brook Press, a di-
vision of the Millbrook Press. This true
story recounts the daring feat of a spir-
ited young Frenchman who walked a
tightrope between the World Trade Cen-
ter twin towers in 1974. His joy in danc-
ing on a thin wire high above Manhattan
and the awe of the spectators in the streets
far below is captured in exquisite ink and
oil paintings that perfectly complement
the spare, lyrical text.

“Gerstein’s skillful compositions and
dramatic use of perspective make this a
book that literally takes your breath
away,” said Caldecott Award Chair
Kathy East. “Two ingenious gatefolds
and horizontal and vertical framing put
the reader high in the air with this dare-
devil performer and emphasize the vast
space between the towers and their as-
tounding height.  Gerstein ensures that
this extraordinary event is imprinted on
readers’ minds and creates a powerful,
transforming memory.”

Two Newbery Honor Books were
named: Olive’s Ocean, by Kevin Henkes,
published by Greenwillow Books; and An
American Plague: The True and Terrifying
Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793,
by Jim Murphy and published by Clarion
Books.

Three Caldecott Honor Books were
named: Ella Sarah Gets Dressed, illustrated
and written by Margaret Chodos-Irvine
and published by Harcourt, Inc.; What Do
You Do With a Tail Like This? illustrated
and written by Steve Jenkins and Robin
Page and published by Houghton Mifflin
Company; and Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive
the Bus, illustrated and written by Mo
Willems and published by Hyperion.

The awards are administered by the
Association for Library Service to Chil-
dren (ALSC), a division of the ALA.
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Angela Johnson, author of The First

Part Last, and Ashley Bryan, illustrator
and author of Beautiful Blackbird, are the
winners of the 2004 Coretta Scott King
Awards honoring African American au-
thors and illustrators of outstanding
books for children and young adults.
Hope Anita Smith, author of The Way a
Door Closes, is the Coretta Scott King/John
Steptoe New Talent Author Award win-
ner; and Elbrite Brown, illustrator of My
Family Plays Music, is the Steptoe New
Talent Illustrator Award winner.

The First Part Last, published by Simon
& Schuster Books for Young Readers,
takes place in urban New York City and
tells the story of Bobby, a 16-year-old art-
ist and single parent raising his daugh-
ter alone. In short alternating chapters
between “now” and “then,” Bobby
struggles to balance the rigors of father-
hood in the absence of Nia, Feather’s
mother.

“Bobby, first introduced in Heaven –
another Coretta Scott King Award win-
ner (1999) – tells in a gripping first-per-
son narrative the not-so-rosy realities of
teen parenthood,” said Award Commit-
tee Chair Chrystal Carr Jeter. “Johnson’s
powerful portrayal of a sensitive and
nurturing young man is about a rare, yet
realistic, teen dilemma.”

In Beautiful Blackbird, published by
Atheneum Books for Young Readers,
Bryan has adapted a folktale from the Ila-
speaking people of Zambia. His rhyth-
mic and often-repeated “black is beauti-
ful, uh-huh” message of self-acceptance
and tolerance emphasizes that beauty
comes from within.

“Bryan’s vividly colored, silhouetted
birds using simply cut paper collage com-
bines with the rhythm of the lively text to
offer a satisfying read aloud,” Jeter said.
“Beautiful Blackbird incorporates all the col-
ors of the rainbow, adding to the message
that there is room for all of us to fly together.”

Occasionally awarded, the Coretta
Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent
Award affirms new talent and offers vis-
ibility to excellence in writing and /or il-
lustration at the beginning of a career as
a published children’s book creator. The
Way A Door Closes, by Hope Anita Smith
and illustrated by Shane W. Evans, is a
collection of 34 gentle poems that slowly
unfolds the details of 13-year-old, C.J.’s
life. The book is published by Henry Holt
and Company. My Family Plays Music, il-
lustrated by Elbrite Brown and written
by Judy Cox is a lively, colorful introduc-
tion to 10 varieties of music by a young
African American girl and her contem-
porary family. The book is published by
Holiday House.

Three King Author Honor Books were
selected: Days of Jubilee: The End of Slavery
in the United States by Patricia C. and
Fredrick L. McKissack, published by
Scholastic Press; Locomotion by Jacqueline
Woodson, published by G.P. Putnam’s
Sons/Penguin Young Readers Group;
and The Battle of Jericho by Sharon M.
Draper, published by Atheneum Books
for Young Readers.

Two King Illustrator Honor Books
were selected:  Almost to Freedom illus-
trated by Colin Bootman, written by
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson and published
by Carolrhoda Books, a division of Lerner
Publishing Group; and Thunder Rose, il-
lustrated by Kadir Nelson, written by
Jerdine Nolen and published by Silver
Whistle, an imprint of Harcourt, Inc.

The Coretta Scott King Award is pre-
sented annually by the Coretta Scott King
Task Force of the ALA’s Social Responsi-
bilities Round Table.
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Angela Johnson has won the 2004

Michael L. Printz Award for her moving
novel, The First Part Last.  Published by
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Read-
ers, Johnson’s novel is an extraordinary
work in which the realities of fatherhood
come slowly but surely to 16-year-old
Bobby after the birth of his daughter
Feather. Told in alternating chapters,
Johnson’s story reveals the love Bobby
and his girlfriend Nia shared then, as
well as the growing affection Bobby feels
now for his daughter.

“Bobby’s voice comes strong and poi-
gnant, pulling readers into his heartache,
confusion and insecurity,” said Award
Chair Pam Spencer Holley. “Angela
Johnson’s work never verges on senti-
mentality and brings readers close to the
true meaning of parenthood.”

Four Printz Honor Books were named:
A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly,
published by Harcourt, Inc; Keesha’s
House by Helen Frost, published by

Farrar, Straus and Giroux/Frances Fos-
ter Books; Fat Kid Rules the World by K.L.
Going, published by G.P. Putnam’s Sons/
Penguin Young Readers Group; and  The
Earth, My Butt and Other Big Round Things
by Carolyn Mackler, published by
Candlewick Press.

The annual award for excellence in
young adult literature is administered by
the Young Adult Library Services Asso-
ciation (YALSA), a division of ALA, and
sponsored by Booklist magazine.
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Jim Murphy, author of  An American

Plague:  The True and Terrifying Story of the
Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793, was named
the winner of the 2004 Robert F. Sibert
Informational Book Award for most dis-
tinguished informational book for chil-
dren published in 2003.

In the book, published by Clarion Books,
a Houghton Mifflin Company imprint,
Murphy draws material from primary
sources, such as private diaries, newspa-
pers and books, to give insight into the po-
litical, social and cultural challenges of the
yellow fever epidemic. The compelling nar-
rative pulls readers into the crisis, illumi-
nates the community’s responses and
shows the best and worst of humanity.

“A consummate craftsman, Murphy
vividly recreates the fear and panic that
swept through Philadelphia in 1793,”
said Award Chair Cathryn M. Mercier.
“Carefully designed and documented,
this book models the best in informational
books for young people.”

One Sibert Honor Book was named: I
Face the Wind, written by Vicki Cobb, il-
lustrated by Julia Gorton and published
by HarperCollins.

The annual award is administered by
ALSC and is sponsored by Bound to Stay
Bound Books, Inc., of Jacksonville, Ill., in
honor of Robert F. Sibert, its longtime
president.
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Ursula K. LeGuin is the recipient of

the Margaret A. Edwards Award honor-
ing her lifetime contribution to young
adult readers.

LeGuin’s works continue to find
young adult enthusiasts for the Earthsea
fantasy series (published from 1968 to
1990), The Left Hand of Darkness, pub-
lished by the Berkley Publishing Group
(a Division of Penguin Group USA Inc.)
in 1969, and The Beginning Place, pub-
lished by Tor in 1980.

“In her writing, as in her life, Ms.
LeGuin takes on issues arising from the
effort to live humanely in the natural
world, exploring the tension between in-
dividuality and social norms,” said
Award Chair Francisca Goldsmith.  “A
fantasy writer and social activist since her
youth, she has inspired four generations
of young adults to read beautifully con-
structed language, visit fantasy worlds
that inform them about their own lives,
and think about ideas that are neither
easy nor inconsequential.”

The award is administered by YALSA
and sponsored by School Library Journal.
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Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly of

Weston Woods Studios, producers of
“Giggle, Giggle, Quack,” based on the
picture book by Doreen Cronin and illus-

trated by Betsy Lewin, are the 2004 re-
cipients of the Andrew Carnegie Medal
for Excellence in Children’s Video. The
video is narrated by Randy Travis with
music by Scotty Huff.

When Farmer Brown leaves home for
a vacation in the tropics, he warns his
brother Bob to “watch out for Duck – he’s
trouble.” But the mischievously oppor-
tunistic duck can’t resist taking full ad-
vantage of the situation – securing pizza,
bubble baths and movie night for all his
barnyard friends.

“This engaging animated adaptation
of Cronin and Lewin’s whimsical picture
book features flawless narration, subtle
but highly evocative background music,
quirky sound effects and characters that
burst with personality,” said Award
Chair Pamela Petrick Barron. “The cre-
ators extended the work, while remain-
ing 100% faithful to the original, and pro-
vided an ending that adds a little some-
thing extra.”

The Carnegie Medal, established with
the support of the Carnegie Corporation
of New York, honors an outstanding
American video production for children
released during the previous year.  It is
administered by ALSC.
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Yuyi Morales, illustrator and author

of Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and Count-
ing Book, published by Chronicle Books;
and Julia Alvarez, author of Before We
Were Free, published by Alfred A. Knopf,
are, respectively, the 2004 winners of the
Pura Belpré Illustrator Award and Au-
thor Awards, which honor Latino authors
and illustrators whose work best por-
trays, affirms and celebrates the Latino
cultural experience in a children’s book.

“Morales’ energetic and playful illus-
trations capture the essence of Mexican
culture with bold and humorous motifs
that illuminate Grandma Beetle’s vitality
and Señor Calavera’s expressiveness,”
said Award Committee Chair Rose
Treviño.

Before We Were Free is an engrossing
account of 12-year-old Anita’s life amidst
the fear that consumes her family. “This
powerfully written story reflects the un-
certainty and danger that pervaded the
air during a troubled time in the Domini-
can Republic’s history,” Treviño said.

Exquisitely written testimonial, some-
times in diary form, immerses readers in
the details of life under dictator General
Trujillo in the Dominican Republic dur-
ing the political upheavals of the early
1960s.  It is an engaging story of one girl’s
coming of age set against a backdrop of
fear and secrets. Powerful and at times
intense, this book will take readers on a
frightening journey of fear and anguish
that will cause them to pray for the res-
cue of Anita and her family.

The committee selected three Honor
Books for Illustration: First Day in Grapes,
illustrated by Robert Casilla, written by
L. King Pérez and published by Lee &
Low Books Inc.; The Pot That Juan Built,
illustrated by David Diaz, written by
Nancy Andrews-Goebel and published
by Lee & Low Books Inc.; and Harvesting
Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez, illustrated
by Yuyi Morales, written by Kathleen
Krull and published by Harcourt, Inc.

Two Author Award Honor Books were
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named: Cuba 15 written by Nancy Osa
and published by Delacorte Press; and
My Diary from Here to There/ Mi diario de
aquí hasta allá by Amada Irma Pérez, il-
lustrated by Maya Christina Gonzalez
and published by Children’s Book
Press/Editorial Libros Para Niños.

The Belpré awards are administered
by ALSC and REFORMA, the National
Association to Promote Library and In-
formation Services to Latinos and the
Spanish-Speaking.
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Walter Lorraine Books, an imprint of

Houghton Mifflin Company, was named
the winner of the 2004 Mildred L.
Batchelder Award for the most outstand-
ing children’s book originally published
in a foreign language and subsequently
translated into English for publication in
the United States for Run, Boy, Run.

Originally published in Hebrew in
2001 as Ruts, yeled, ruts, the book was
written by Uri Orlev and translated to
English by Hillel Halkin. The book is the
extraordinary account of one boy’s sur-
vival of the Holocaust. At the age of eight,
Srulik is left alone in the Warsaw Ghetto,
and must fend for himself, even forget-
ting his name, in order to survive the
Holocaust.

“Orlev’s spare, unflinching narrative
compels the reader to share Srulik’s har-
rowing real-life experiences as he flees the
Nazis in search for safety,” said Award
Chair Kay Weisman.

The Batchelder committee selected one
Honor Book, published by Chronicle Books.
The Man Who Went to the Far Side of the Moon:
The Story of Apollo 11 Astronaut Michael
Collins, by Bea Uusma Schyffert, was trans-
lated to English by Emi Guner. The book
was originally published in Swedish in
1999, as Astronauten som inte fick landa.

The Batchelder Award is administered
by ALSC.
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Richard Jackson, editor of books for

children and young adults, will deliver
the 2005 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lec-
ture. Each year, an individual of distinc-
tion in the field of children’s literature is
chosen to write and deliver a lecture that
will make a significant contribution to the
world of children’s literature.

Through his editing, Jackson has
brought young readers the fine words of
award-winner writers such as Frances
Temple, Paula Fox, Gary Paulsen, Vir-
ginia Hamilton, Angela Johnson and
Nancy Farmer.  A publishing power-
house, he founded Bradbury Press in
1968, Orchard in 1986 and DK, Inc., in
1996. Jackson now works as editorial di-
rector of Richard Jackson Books, an im-
print at Simon & Schuster’s Atheneum
division. In more than four decades as an
editor, he has sought out and nurtured
new talent.

“With the 1970 publication of Judy
Blume’s Are You There God? It’s Me Mar-
garet, Jackson daringly made it acceptable
to publish previously taboo topics,” said
Arbuthnot Committee Chair Pat Scales.
“Readers responded, and the market was
changed forever.”

The award is administered by ALSC.

Noted author, essayist, and long-
time champion of libraries, Richard
Rodriguez challenged a standing-
room only audience during the fifth
annual Arthur Curley Lecture deliv-
ered on January 10. This series of talks,
presented at the Midwinter Meeting,
honors past ALA President (1994-95)
Curley by featuring speakers who ex-
amine cultural and public issues of
special interest to librarians. In keep-
ing with this  purpose, Rodriguez ob-
served the ever-increasing Hispanic-
ization of the United States. This phe-
nomenon, which he terms the “brown-
ing of America,” offers a lively and of-
ten unpredictable infusion of culture.

In an inimitable conversational
style, Rodriguez recounted how he set
out to Latin America looking for His-
panics but was told that he had to
search for them in the United States.
Being Hispanic, he discovered, is
about culture, not race or ethnicity. In
his attempt to discern what is brown,
he learned that “all things are brown
in time.” Brown is not a primary or
even a secondary pigment but actu-
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ally a mixture of more than at least
two hues. “America is brown because
its colors, institutions, and religions
are melting into each other.” Later he
cited the tofu burrito found in an East
Los Angeles diner and the ever-ab-
sorbing American language as ex-
amples of this cultural melding.

Society defined by ethno-centric
Western European standards has his-
torically denied the designation brown
to African-Americans with the “one
drop theory.” This stipulates that any
African ancestry made them black no
matter what the real color. Rodriguez,
a mestizo himself, represents a mixing
of the races and is quintessentially
American. With heart-felt reminis-
cences of time spent especially on Sat-
urday afternoons in libraries he re-
called that “I went to the library look-
ing for America….The library was the
first institution to take me seriously as
an ‘I’ [as an individual rather than as
a quantifiable component.] The library
taught me to be brown.”

Noting that many libraries have
black history months, he suggested
that they should also have brown
history observances, presumably go-

ing beyond Hispanic heritage
months. He rued that many white
kids come up to him after his talks
and complain that they are white and
that therefore they are nothing. Be-
reft of a definable identity of their
own, they often adopt what to them
is the more authentic and meaning-
ful persona of hip African Ameri-
cans.  In this Rodriguez deftly ob-
served that they were drawing upon
an element in America’s literary heri-
tage, Melville’s great white whale
that represented anti-matter and the
absence of life. By contrast cultural
mixture offers vitality.

In a series of observations, the au-
thor reflected that another Richard,
one who like Rodriguez was also born
in California of working class parents,
the 37th president of the United States,
in 1972 invented the category of His-
panic as well as that of Asian and Pa-
cific Islander. This action indicated
that America’s diversity went beyond
the simple divisions of black and
white, a point that Rodriguez further
explicates in his latest book Brown: The
Last Discovery of America.  Conversely,
unlike Nixon, other men of power
have sought more clarity at insuffer-
able human costs, among them Osama
Bin Laden.

Rodriguez concluded by importun-
ing his listeners not to let their librar-
ies become compartmentalized like
some commercial bookstores. “Books
beget books” and libraries properly
are places where people encounter
other life-styles through the printed
page. Although as a child the library
served as his own silent retreat, these
institutions are also social gathering
places where we assemble to hear and
learn from each other. Excessive
sectionalization can impair this cross-
fertilization.
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ALA Washington Office members
presented a non-stop Information Up-
date session January 10 that featured
about a dozen presentations, carefully
and humorously orchestrated by direc-
tor Emily Sheketoff. Attendees were
briefed on recent developments in key
areas of interest to librarians and en-
couraged to become involved as advo-
cates in their communities.

Alice Calabrese, the chair of the Of-
fice of Information Technology Policy
(OITP), described the responsibilities
of the OITP as being involved with
“conducting research and analysis
aimed at understanding the implica-
tions of information technology and
policy for libraries and library users.”

Jan Sanders, Director of the Spokane
Public Library and chair of the Com-
mittee on Legislation stressed that sup-
porters are needed to advocate for li-
brary issues. “As you know, we need
you to stay current on legislative issues
and play a leadership role in letting
those people with whom you come in
contact know about those issues and
the various facets of those issues.”
Sanders went on to say that the Wash-
ington Office needs people to respond
to calls for legislative action and to
share library stories that can be used
to further their advocacy efforts.

Leslie Harris, a consultant to the
Washington Office, outlined some of the
accessibility issues that are will soon
be playing out in Congress. Harris
pointed out that proposed legislation,
if passed, would provide for a single
standard for accessibility, something
that does not exist now. She also men-
tioned the creation of an online tutorial
to help people understand the various
accessibility issues in play and to learn
how to “make sure you are taking ad-
vantage of  the full extent of ways that
you can create accessibility.”

Emily Sheketoff, the director of the
ALA Washington Office, pointed out
some of the ways people can use ALA’s
website to keep track of legislative ac-

tivity and to do advocacy work.
Sheketoff said there is a scorecard
where one can check library issues
state-by-state – then use this informa-
tion to thank their representatives, or
you can “tell them why they were
wrong in not supporting library issues
that were important to us.”  Informa-
tion about how your Legislator votes
on particular issues can be found at
http://capwiz.com/ala.

Sheketoff stated that the reauthori-
zation of the Library Services and Tech-
nology Act (LSTA) was signed Septem-
ber 25. “We’re very gratified about
that,” she said. “Now, it’s on to get-
ting the money.” She added that “each
one of our major programs does have
an increase.” The House of Represen-
tatives has passed the omnibus spend-
ing bill, but it awaits the Senate’s ap-
proval when they reconvene on Janu-
ary 20.

Charlie Parker, chair of the E-Rate
Task Force, described the E-rate pro-
gram, especially in the context of the
Supreme Court’s upholding of the
Children’s Internet Protection Act
(CIPA) last summer. Parker pointed out
that online tools have been created (at
www.ala.org/CIPA) that can be used
to help libraries estimate the cost of
complying or not complying with the
provisions of CIPA.

Other presentations included re-
ports by Carrie Russell, who also has
a new book published on copyright,
Miriam Nesbitt, legislative council for
the ALA Washington Office who out-
lined recent developments in interna-
tional trade negotiations as they relate
to libraries, and Patrice McDermott
who briefly discussed the United
States Patriot Act and librarian’s reac-
tions to it.

Rick Weingarten, Director of the
OITP, concluded the program with a
discussion of four trends in the infor-
mation technology area. These trends
involve control on access to informa-
tion, an assault on anonymity, a
telecom “collision” vis a vis the
internet, and a privatization of policy.
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On January 19, 2004 The Coretta
Scott King Task Force ended their 22-
year affiliation with the Social Respon-
sibilities Round Table. The Task Force
is now affiliated with Ethnic
Multicultural Information Exchange
Round Table, an organization more
closely aligned with the mission and
goals of the CSK Task Force. The move
from SRRT to EMIERT was initiated
because of the opportunity to continue
the work of the Task Force within a
structure whose activities parallel those
of the Coretta Scott King Book Award
Committee.

The split with the Socially Respon-
sibilities Round Table was completed
with the “blessings” of the Action Coun-
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cil. “It was difficult to sever the 22-year
relationship with CSK, but we under-
stood their reasons for leaving,” said
Rory Letwin, Chair of the SRRT Action
Council. Fran Ware, Chair of the CSK
Task Force notes, “We have severed our
formal relations with SRRT but remain
committed to and respectful of the so-
cial responsibility role of SRRT.”

The Executive Committee of EMIERT
welcomed the newly constituted Coretta
Scott King Book Award Committee with
applause, expressing their delight in
the newest committee addition to the
Round Table. “The Coretta Scott King
Award Committee will enhance, inspire
and further diversify EMIERT,” praised
Toni Bissesar, Chair of EMIERT.
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Weingarten, who jokingly described
his role as akin to Cassandra (who
foresaw the fall of Troy), detailed these

trends and said they would continue
to affect librarians and the issues that
concern them.
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The Black Caucus of the American
Library Association (BCALA) an-
nounced the winners of the 2004
BCALA Literary Awards during the
Midwinter Meeting of the American Li-
brary Association. The awards recog-
nize excellence in adult fiction and non-
fiction by African American authors
published in 2003, including the work
of a first novelist, and a citation for
Outstanding Contribution to Publish-
ing. The recipients will receive the
awards during the 2004 Annual Con-
ference of the American Library Asso-
ciation in Orlando, FL.

The winner in the Fiction category is
Hottentot Venus by Barbara Chase-
Riboud.  The Fiction Honor Book win-
ners are Loving Donovan by Bernice
McFadden, and Joshua’s Bible by Shelly
Leanne.

In her novel, Hottentot Venus, Barbara
Chase-Riboud recounts the harrowing
true story of Sarah Baartman, a young
Khoikhoi woman from South Africa. Be-
cause of her anatomy, Baartman en-
dured brutal exploitation on both sides
of the grave. Detailing Baartman’s al-
most unimaginable experiences, first in
London and then in Paris, Chase-
Riboud uses both historical research
and masterful storytelling to create a
portrait of the tragic intersections of
race, science, and inhumanity.

The winner in the Nonfiction category
is In Black And White: The Life of Sammy
Davis, Jr. by Wil Haygood. The Honor
Book winners are Freedom In The Family:
A Mother-Daughter Memoir of the Fight for
Civil Rights by Tananarive Due and
Patricia Stephens Due, and Ella Baker and
The Black Freedom Movement: A Radical
Democratic Vision by Barbara Ransby.

In Black And White: The Life of Sammy
Davis, Jr., Haygood chronicles the ca-

reer of Sammy Davis, Jr. from a four-year
old vaudeville performer through his
career as one of the country’s leading
entertainers. Haygood reveals the per-
sona that surrounds Sammy’s icon sta-
tus. Based on extensive research and
more than two hundred and fifty inter-
views, the author intertwines racial
challenges with Davis’ experience of
being trapped between two worlds—
one black and one white—that paral-
lels the conflicts of race relations in
America.

The recipient of the First Novelist
Award is Edward P. Jones for The Known
World. In this ambitious and accom-
plished first novel, Jones tells the story
of Henry Townsend, a former slave. Af-
ter securing an unlikely mentor, his
former owner, Townsend rises to be-
come a powerful plantation owner and
slaveholder himself. Raising questions
aimed at the very heart of human na-
ture, The Known World illuminates a fact
of U.S. history and inspires readers to
delve deeper into the history of enslave-
ment in this country and the world at
large.

For excellence in scholarship, the
BCALA Literary Awards Committee
presents the Outstanding Contribution
to Publishing Citation to Michael D.
Harris for Colored Pictures: Race and Vi-
sual Representations. His work explores
the role of visual representation in the
construction of black identities in the
United States. Harris depicts, with im-
ages and text, characterizations of
blacks during the 19th and 20th centu-
ries. These depictions substantially
formed the foundation of white iden-
tity and social power that undermined
the self-esteem of African Americans.
Harris teaches at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.



ALA/ProQuest Scholarship Bash
Saturday, June 26, 2004
8:00 p.m.- 11:00 p.m.

Universal Studios Florida

This party is exclusive for ALA attendees and guests.
Enjoy Universal’s popular movie themed rides and shows including:
• The Blues Brothers Show
• Shrek 4D
• E.T.’s Adventure
• The NEW Revenge of the Mummy Ride
...and more!

And, meet celebrity look alikes, shop, play video games and have a great time with friends and
collegues.

To buy your ticket, simply register for the ALA Annual Conference.  It’s that easy.  Your Bash ticket
price is included in your registration fee (if you do not opt out).  If you would like to purchase
additional tickets for family and friends, you can add them when you register for the Conference.
Additional tickets are only $35 each.

Added Bonus for ALA attendees only:
• Admission ticket to Universal Islands of Adventure for only 29.95!  Must be used after 2 p.m.
June 27-30th.  Taxes not included.
• FREE CityWalk Party Pass.  Show your badge and enjoy CityWalk’s many restaurants and clubs
without paying the $8.95 cover charge.  Not valid Friday or Saturday evening.

Proceeds from the Scholarship Bash will help future librarians, while you have a great time!

The Bash is Back
and It’s Happening at

Universal Studios!



Horizon 7.3, with more than 100 new features, it’s the most technologically advanced 

library information management system available today, based on open systems, a SQL-

compliant relational database, and proven client-server technology. With over 1,000 sites 

installed worldwide since 1991, Horizon has become the most powerful information 

management system in the library marketplace. Horizon 7.3 brings new capabilities which 

provide unmatched flexibility, performance, interoperability, scalability, and workflow. 

Experience for yourself what Horizon 7.3 has to offer—come demo Horizon 7.3 at the 

Dynix booth #832 with one of our knowledgable sales representatives.

www.dynix.com


