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Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks at the ALA 
President’s Program June 25.

Fighting the Subversion 
Of American Democracy

Continued on page 6

Garrison Keillor delivers the Closing Session 
presentation June 26.

Keillor Closes Conference, Calling 
Libraries ”Cathedrals of Quietness“

By Brad Martin 
ABC News

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. delivered 
a fiery indictment of the Bush 
administration’s environmental 

record and the 
lack of a strong 
critical press re-
sulting in an un-
informed public, 
at the June 24 
ALA President’s 
Program. Ken-
nedy is the Chief 
Prosecuting At-
torney for the 
Hudson River-
keeper and Presi-
dent of Water-
keeper Alliance.

He emphasized that we have 230 
years of stewardship of democratic 
ideals to protect against the actions of 
the “worst administration in history” 
with regard to the environment. “But 

in just six years of monumental ar-
rogance and incompetence, they have 
drained the reservoirs dry.” Many of the 
environmental laws of the last few de-
cades have been systematically gutted 

and “most in-
sidiously, they 
have put the 
worst pollut-
ers in charge 
of protecting 
the environ-
ment,” he said. 
He  b las ted 
what he called 
the “indolent 
press” for not 
be ing  more 
critical of the 

Bush administration, and that increas-
ingly, most news concerns celebrity 
gossip about such people as Angelina 
Jolie and Paris Hilton. This lack of an 
informed public means that there is a 

Burns Explores Power of History

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 7

By Chris Hartman
University of Wisconsin–Madison

Ken Burns opened the Auditorium 
Speaker Series on June 23 with 
a discussion of his latest project, 

a documentary about World War II, 
followed by a sneak peak of the film. 
Burns, one of the most well-known 
documentary filmmakers of all time, 
has been in the business for thirty 
years. In 1990, his film The Civil War 
aired on PBS to an audience of 4 million 
viewers, went on to win two Emmys 
and become the first documentary film 
to gross more than $100 million. For his 
latest project, Burns has again turned 
his gaze upon the subject of war, this 
time examining the Second World War 
in a film called, simply, War.

Burns spoke eloquently about the 
function of memory and the astonish-
ing paradoxes of war. As a filmmaker, 
he is interested in “the power of history 
and its many varied voices” — not just 
the voices of the “Great Men” who fre-
quently comprise our understanding of 

history, but the voices of regular Ameri-
cans who contribute to our common 
heritage. Listening to our “true, hon-
est, complicated past” is his primary 
motivation. Burns claims that in his 
career he has made the same film over 
and over again, in order to ask a single 
question: “Who are we?” His projects 
serve not to answer but to deepen that 
question.

Likening war to a “horrible forget-
ting,” he stressed the importance of 
memory and a willingness to examine 

By Frederick J. Augustyn, Jr.
The Library of Congress

Sponsored by Verizon, Garrison 
Keillor treated a large and recep-
tive audience to wry ob-

servations, stories, and even 
a song in praise of libraries. 
Past ALA President Patricia 
Glass Schuman introduced 
him as a musician; satirist; 
host of the program Prairie 
Home Companion, newspaper 
columnist; and the author of 
eight books for adults and 
three for children.

Keillor observed that “a li-
brary is a cathedral of quietness 
and home is not…a coffee shop 

is not.” When you complete a book you 
feel relief, disbelief, and some regrets 
about a typo or two or a passage that 

Senator Jack Reed (D-R.I.) greets librarians at “Library Day on the Hill,” during 
the announcement of new legislation called the Strengthening Kids’ Interest 
in Learning and Libraries (SKILLs) Act on June 26. Librarians from around the 
country then visited congressional members to advocate for libraries.

2007 Annual Conference: 
Highest Attendance Ever!

A s of end-of-day June 25, to-
tal attendance at the 2007 

Annual Conference was 28,228;  
exceeding the attendance record 
previously set in 2005 in Chi-
cago.
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Bill Bradley

By Kay Ikuta
Inglewood Public Library

A LA President Leslie Burger pre-
sided over the Opening General 
Session June 23, presenting 

Honorary ALA memberships to David 
Cohen, Alice Hagemeyer, Anita Schil-
ler, and Dr. Alphonse Trezza. The 
recipient of the 2007 Freedom to Read 
Roll of Honor was Lucille Thomas, 
Brooklyn Public Library. Library 
trustee awards went to Patty Norman, 
Public Library of Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County, and Jane Rowland, 
Calumet City Public Library.

The venerable Dr. Vartan Gregorian 
of the Carnegie Corporation and 
President of Brown University, as well 
as former President of the New York 
Public Library, saluted librarians and 
their work calling them “one of three 
necessary professions along with 
teachers and journalists.” 

Gregorian stated that he sees 
three equalizers in society: the army 
(specifically the draft), libraries and 
public schools. “The book is not dead. 
[Librarians] are powerful.” He recounted 
his growing up with books and libraries 
and related stories of inspiration.

Former U. S. Senator Bill Bradley 

Bradley Urges Collective Caring, Individual Action

presented the keynote address. His 
illustrious career includes 18 years 
in the Senate, writing for CBS news, 
teaching at Stanford University, 
the Notre Dame University, and the 
University of Maryland, and playing for 

the New York Knicks basketball team.
Bradley currently hosts a radio show, 

American Voices on Sirius Satellite 
Radio. He interviews both known and 
unknown Americans who are noted 
for remarkable accomplishments, such 
as the shoe shine man at Pittsburgh’s 
Children’s Hospital who gave a portion 
of his earnings to charity for 40 years, 
or the groundskeeper at Fenway Park 
who earned a law degree.

In his book The New American Story, 
Bradley states that our country and 
its government are not great because 
of the “can’t do” attitude. He said 
that the solution to this is to “face the 
truth, and then the answers become 
self-evident.”

To achieve this goal, Bradley stated, 
changes must be made in our government 
and our citizenry. For example, cut 
spending, raise taxes, set high national 
standards for education, and develop 
the “ethic of connectedness.” In other 
words, we need “collective caring and 
individual action, as in the story of 
Flight 93. We share so much more than 
what divides us.” 

He concluded by saying that “the 
tragedy is not to die, the tragedy is to 
die with commitments not fulfilled.” 

By Ericka Patillo
Radford University

During the “largest and best 
attended [annual conference] 
in the history 

of ALA,” according to 
Leonard Kniffel, editor 
of American Libraries, 
busy conference-goers 
received an enchanting 
reprieve at the Audi-
torium Speaker Series 
session on June 25. Ju-
lie Andrews, renowned 
entertainer, author, 
mother and dame, re-
minded us of the magi-
cal wonder of musical 
theatre and books, the 
former incorporated 
into the latter in her 
recent stage adaptation 
projects. The special session celebrated 
American Libraries’ centennial.

The atmosphere in the ballroom was 

Andrews Named National Library Week Chair
filled with admiration, adoration, and 
memories of the pleasure that Andrews’ 
work has brought to generations. 
Having been warned by Kniffel to 

hang on to their seats, 
the already expectant 
crowd was treated to a 
15-minute montage of film 
clips spanning the career 
of this modern icon, from 
the child star to bloopers 
from The Julie Andrews 
Hour television program 
to Victor/Victoria. In 
the tradition of ALA 
speakers that have cross-
generat iona l  appea l 
and just simply delight 
audiences, this session 
was a winner. Perhaps 
the only disappointment 
is that Dame Andrews left 

her fans wanting more, as she gave 
her eloquent yet concise speech about 
words, wisdom and wonder.

“I so applaud the work you do and 
the difference you make in the lives of 
our youngsters,” Andrews said to the 
full house. She congratulated American 
Libraries on 100 years of publication 
and expressed her deep appreciation at 
being selected as the chair for National 
Library Week 2008. “The library takes 
the gift of reading one step further” and 
is an antidote to the isolation of the 
web. Aware of current hot-button issues 
in libraries, Andrews said she would 
rather have her children “learn the 
word ‘scrotum’ from the library than an 
Internet website,” a statement which 
received an enthusiastic response.

Irritated about the recent label of 
“celebrity author,” Andrews has been 
writing children’s books for 35 years, 
is an advocate for literacy, and has 
recently given her name to a series 
of books that feature new authors 
as well as out-of-print classics. The 
Julie Andrews Collection is available 
through HarperCollins.

Julie Andrews

By Stacy L. Voeller
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead

Marian Wright Edelman, 
Founder and President 
of the 

Children’s De-
fense Fund, 
spoke passion-
ately about the 
plight of chil-
dren in our 
country dur-
ing the ALSC 
C h a r l e m a e 
Rollins Pres-
ident’s Pro-
gram on June 
25. The pro-
gram is named 
for Rollins, one of the visionary fore-
mothers in our profession who was 
a children’s librarian extraordinaire 
as well as the living embodiment of 
best practices.

Edelman thanked the librarians 
in the audience for “making a 
difference to children. Books are 
such important things. Reading is 
a window to the world … libraries 
are community-gathering places 
for all ages, and we must also 
instill a love of reading to parents 
and grandparents. This inter-
generational commitment to literacy 
is important, and adults need to be 
able to read to their children.” 

Edelman explained why adults 
are “what’s wrong with today’s 
children.” Children are “being 
raised by TV and the Internet and 
peers as opposed to by parents or 
grandparents. Drug houses are 
always open, schools, churches 
and even libraries are not. Adults 
are telling children one thing and 
doing another.” 

Edelman asked that “librarians try 
to reach out to foster care children” to 
help break the foster care cycle. She 
also made a plea that libraries “find 
a way to support grandparents. Six 
million households in this country 
are run by grandparents who need 
respite. Special programming for 
the grandchildren taken care of 
by their grandparents would be 
wonderful.”

She wanted librarians to think 
hard about making the library a 
safe-haven and welcoming place 
for children to come to. Through 
the Healthy Child Campaign and 
the proposal of the All Healthy 
Children Act (S.1564/HR 1688), the 
CDF has “laid out a vision for the 
United States, to be achieved by 
2015, to end child poverty, and to be 
put in place for child in America.” 
This Act will allow for one “simple 
system so that all states follow a 
national eligibility standard with 
one class of benefits for all children 
because God didn’t make different 
classes of children.”

Attendees 
crowd the 
exhibit floor, 
admiring book 
displays, as the 
exhibits open. 
Events on the 
floor included 
author signings, 
LIVE! @ your 
library® Stage 
readings, the 
Library Product 
Spotlight, 
and the 
SupERTuesday 
Closing 
Reception.

Marian Wright 
Edelman

Making the 
Library a Safe 
Haven
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CognotesBy Kay Ikuta
Inglewood Public Library

PLA President Susan Hildreth 
introduced keynote speaker, 
renowned author Armistead 

Maupin, the evening of June 25 at the 
PLA President’s program. 

He said it was ironic that he, a gay 
man, came to speak to librarians, 
replacing Elizabeth Edwards, who in 
turn went to San Francisco for the Gay 
Pride Parade, a stop on the campaign 
trail.

Maupin, author of Tales of the City, 
The Night Listener and latest novel, 
Michael Tolliver Lives, answered the 
perennial author interview question—
“Where do you get your ideas?” He 

Armistead Maupin — Happy in His Life and Work
replied, “From unsuspecting friends 
and family.” Several years ago his 
sister told him about a “weird habit 
her mother-in-law had—wearing a 
paper bag over her head during her 
gynecological exam” and he included 
used this in his writing. “Fiction offers 
you the chance to get closer to the 
truth.”

Another question he is quite often 
asked is, “What advice do you have for 
people suffering with their sexuality?” 
He responds that it is best to “be 
yourself.”

Maupin graciously thanked the 
audience and said, “I appreciate 
librarians because you appreciate my 
writing.”Armistead Maupin

The Yellow Swarm has turned 
into a Blue Wave this year.  
Building on the volunteer efforts 

in New Orleans last summer over 200 
attendees rose early on the mornings 
of June 22 and June 26, donned blue 
T-shirts, and fanned across the city to 
help libraries, build houses, refurbish 
parks, and feed the hungry to show 
that “Libraries Build Communities.”

Coordinated by the ALA Chapter 
Relations Office and the District of 
Columbia Library Association volunteers 
participated in 23 projects, including 
assisting understaffed and under-
funded colleagues at school libraries, 

processing and cataloging new books, 
and weeding outdated materials.

Other volunteers walked over to 
Martin Luther King Library — the 
main branch of the D.C. Public Library 
— to help clean a special collection 
of illustrated children’s books, and to 
assist in processing a backlog of recent 
acquisitions.

Volunteers were not only helping 
inside the libraries but outside as well, 
sprucing up the grounds of Woodridge 
and Takoma Park branches, building 
a house for Habitat for Humanity, and 
helping out at the Capital Area Food 
Bank.

‘Libraries Build Communities’ in D.C.

Volunteer Faith Bogdanik
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iccbooksusa
www.iccbooksusa.com

A publishing division of the United States Council for International Business.

International business titles on 

ICC rules and regulations in finance, 

law, trade terms, advertising and 

environment.

Order online at www.iccbooksusa.com or 

call 212-703-5066 for customer service.

By Mary Graves
Long Island University

Four speakers who have gone 
through ALA’s internship pro-
gram, stressed ways in which 

that experience has contributed to 
their professional success, encour-
aged others to give it a try during the 
June 24 “Launch Yourself!” program 
sponsored by ALA’s Membership 
Committee and NMRT.

“All you have to do,” said Larissa 
Gordon, a present intern from Arcadia 
University, “is fill out an online volun-
teer form on the ALA Web site.” In-
ternships are generally for two years 
and applications should be submitted 
by December for the following year. 

Marcia Boosinger, Auburn Uni-
versity, was one of the very first ALA 
interns. She advised that before appli-
cants filled out that form, they do some 
research concerning the committees 
they’d like to intern with. 

Not all of the ALA’s 41 committees 
have interns. She and the other panel-
ists urged applicants to get in touch 
with committee chairs, either online 
or at the meetings they hold. “Just 
show up to a meeting and say hi,” 
said Amanda Roberts, president of the 
New Members Round Table.

Interning “has a real effect on 
leadership positions,” indicated Boos-
inger. “One-third of all interns as of 

ALA Internships Mark Path to Leadership

By Frederick J. Augustyn, Jr.
The Library of Congress

The ALA Office for Literacy and 
Outreach Services sponsored 
a presentation June 24 titled 

“Senior Sizzle: Library Links with Se-
niors.” Susan Rhoads, Schimelpfenig 
Library (Plano, Texas) spoke about an 
innovative program using community 
volunteers to connect non-mobile se-
nior citizens with library materials. 
This Texas city has a laudable senior 
center available for those able to access 
it. Sandy Gillman, later assisted by the 
city volunteer supervisor Robin Popik, 
met the challenge of bringing non-mo-
bile older people in care centers. Back 
into conversation by founding in 1999 
the predecessor to what is now Library 
Links With Seniors (www.planolibrary.
org/LibraryLinks.html). 

Mature volunteers with a sense 
of nostalgia and a wish to work with 
seniors plan monthly programs from 
30 to 60 minutes in length focusing on 
a popular theme such as pioneer his-
tory or Veterans’ Day. Volunteers often 
utilize amplifiers so that all members 
of the group can hear better and use 
such periodicals as Reminisce and 
Good Old Days and resources available 
through www.bifocal.org and www.
elderson.com.

On June 25 ALA’s Reference and 
User Services Association (RUSA) 

Greater Recognition of the Abilities 
of Seniors Evidenced in Community   

and the AFL-CIO’s Joint Committee 
on Labor Services to Library Groups 
sponsored a forum addressing recent 
research on aging, cognitive well-being, 
and political activism. Gene D. Cohen, 
M.D., Ph.D., Director of the Center on 
Aging, Health & Humanities at George 
Washington University has established 
several programs on aging including 
one to raise awareness among young 
people and maintains that we need to 
see potential, not just problems, among 
the aged. The new neuroscience of the 
twenty-first century has revealed that 
“older people have done remarkable 
things not in spite of aging but because 
of it.” Common assumptions about the 
elderly are often false and “the mature 
mind” is often more synchronized. Old-
er adults use both sides of their brains 
more often than younger people. 

Scholarly research on creativity dur-
ing the second half of life is relatively 
new. “Pragmatic creativity” or “an 
inner push” often increases with age 
during a so-called “liberation phase” 
from one’s mid 50s on. People are more 
willing to take chances in some con-
texts when they think that they may 
not get another opportunity. 

The Alliance for Retired Americans 
was established in recognition of 
the fact that more baby boomers are 
turning sixty all the time. Executive 
Director Edward F. Coyle, stated that 
a boomer turns sixty every 7.5 seconds. 
Seniors tend to vote in large numbers 
and they form the backbone, and often 
the heart and the soul, of political cam-
paigns. The Alliance arose to harness 
seniors as a political force to lobby for 
the housing, transportation, and qual-
ity of life issues that matter most to 
them and to endorse candidates that 
AARP was not set up to do.

October, 2005, came to chair division 
committees, [and] twenty percent of 
them grew to become ALA committee 
chairs.”

Ria Newhouse, Metropolitan State 
University (Minn) recommended 
that applicants make sure to mark 
at least three choices of committees 
they would like to participate on. 
The legislative committee and the 
intellectual freedom committee are 
hard to get appointed to, but “once 
you are on one committee, it moves 
fast, and you will be asked to serve 
on others.” 

There is a drive right now to get 
more members involved, so this is a 
perfect time to start. Roberts stressed 
that NMRT was accepting committee 
members through July. 

Gordon indicated that it is neces-
sary for ALA interns to attend both 
the Midwinter Meeting and Annual 
Conference and that interns pay their 
own way when attending these con-
ferences.   

Sarah Morris, Illinois College of 
Optometry, agreed, saying that she 
has paid for all of her conferences. 
“It has been a lot of out-of-pocket 
expense,” she said, but adding that 
the experience has given her a lot 
of confidence. “When I started this 
my resume was empty and now it 
is full.” 

Preliminary Results 
From Public Library 
Study Released
Final report to be published 
September 2007

ALA presented initial findings 
from the 2007 Public Library Fund-
ing & Technology Access Study at 
the ALA Annual Conference. These 
included:  more than half of U.S. pub-
lic libraries now offer free wireless 
access; library staff in more than half 
of public libraries provide assistance 
to patrons applying for or access-
ing e-government; and 68 percent 
of libraries offer online homework 
resources — serving the educational 
needs of more than 36 million school-
age children. The final 2007 report 
will be available in September. More 
information, including links to more 
than a decade of related research 
conducted by the Information Insti-
tute at Florida State University, is 
available at www.ala.org/plinternet-
funding. The project is made possible 
by funding from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation and the ALA.
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Catch the Show at 
the Wilson Theater

Giveaways at 
Every Show!

Drawing for an 
Apple iPod or a 

Luxurious
Gift Basket!

Details at 
www.hwwilson.com/ala

Bash Cash on Saturday

Toll-Free: 800-367-6770 • Tel: 718-588-8400 
Fax: 718-590-1617 or 800-590-1617
E-Mail: custserv@hwwilson.com

H.W. Wilson
www.hwwilson.com

Database 
Demonstrations
& Previews
• EXPANDED Art Museum Image 

Gallery

• NEW Current Issues: Reference 
Shelf Plus

•  NEW Library Literature & 
Information Science Retrospective 
1905-1983

•  NEW Applied Science & Technology 
Index Retrospective 1913–1983

•  NEW Sears List of Subject 
Headings, 19th Edition

REGISTER FOR A FREE TRIAL
www.hwwilson.com/trial

Less Searching, More Finding

Visit H.W. Wilson
Booth #1901

Hundreds of conference attendees 
and guests lined up on June 22 at 
the Washington Convention Center, 
eager to step up to the red carpet and 
through the doors to see the much-an-
ticipated new documentary, The Holly-
wood Librarian: A Look at Librarians 
Through Film. More than 5,000 were 
seated when the screening began.

The film, written and directed 
by Ann Seidl, features author Ray 
Bradbury and Katharine Hepburn’s 
youngest sister as well as a broad 
range of librarians from around the 
U.S., providing a comprehensive look 
at who librarians are and how they 
provide the many services in the 
nation’s libraries. Seidl says it’s her 
attempt to balance the perennially ste-
reotypical image. The 95-minute film 
is the first-ever movie about American 
librarians.

After the house lights came up, 
the stars from across the country 
came up to take their bows. National 
Public Radio librarian Kee Malesky 
addressed the audience, praising the 
documentary’s clear message that 
librarians are indispensable to the 
functioning of society.

Seidl has plans to distribute the 
film, funded in part by the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, later this 
year.  Details are available at http://
www.hollywoodlibrarian.com.

Incoming President-Elect Jim 
Rettig (right photo) shares 
a laugh with Judy Blume as 
he prepares to introduce 
her at the Auditorium 
Speaker Series. Nancy Pearl 
(lower left photo) delivers 
her presentation. Irshad 
Manji  (lower right photo) 
talks about the “power of 
asking questions” at her 
presentation. 

Anthony Romero participates in the Auditorium Speaker Series June 24. 

The Book Divas, Cy-Fair Independent School District, Houston, Texas, perform 
their 1st place “Reading is Riveting” act to win the Gold Cart at the Book Cart 
Drill Team Championships, sponsored by Demco. The Gettysburg College 
librarians, Gettysburg, Pa., entertained with their version of “Gett Down With Your 
Funky Self” on the way to winning the Silver Cart. The Delaware Diamonds, from 
the Delaware Libraries, took home the Bronze Cart at the event.

The Capitol Steps perform a Supreme Court sketch as part of their routine at the 
ALA/ProQuest Scholarship Bash, also featuring comedian Mark Russell.

The Hollywood 
Librarian Debuts at 
Annual Conference
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disconnect between public perception 
and reality.

Kennedy gave examples of the harm 
being done due to the weakened envi-
ronmental laws. For instance, every 
year 640,000 children consume dan-
gerous levels of mercury in mother’s 
milk, “but you won’t read about it in 
the press.” He also pointed out that 
one-fifth of the lakes in the Adiron-

perhaps you could have written better. 
“Humility comes with the territory of 
writing a book….it has nothing to do 
with vanity.” He noted that “history 
is harsh in its judgments” contrasting 
the famous-in-her-day author Grace 
Flandreau who is not much read today 
with F. Scott Fitzgerald who wrote 
about the same era. “Unread authors 
are kept in the underground crypts of 
libraries” waiting to be rediscovered. 

This beloved raconteur drew upon 
recollections of the comforting and 
welcoming times that he spent in 
libraries throughout his life. “I am 
64 years-old and soon to turn 65… 
I remember when people smoked in 
libraries. Empty tuna fish cans were 
used as ashtrays and they were filled 
up because in the early 1960s it was 
assumed that young intellectuals 
chain-smoked.” In his three-room 
schoolhouse, Keillor started out 
“reading old books, cast-offs from 
the high school library” but classics 
of literature nonetheless. “I grew up 
loving words. Books are extraordinary 
windows that open.” 

Instead of continuing to go to the 
YMCA where a “sadist” tried to teach 
him how to swim, he went by bus a 
bit further to the Minneapolis Public 
Library.  He observed that “sports was 
all about male ego strutting around 
scared kids but the silence of the li-
brary allowed you freedom.” 

He opined that search engines are 

good for casual research, but for serious 
assistance he prefers to go to a good 
reference librarian. “I believe in books 
and paper as disciplines….I will take 
my time to create the very best docu-
ment that I can….This is a permanent 
pleasure for the rest of your life.” 

Keillor progressed toward a denoue-
ment of his reflections by asserting that 
“whenever politics gets dumb and mean 
in America, which it is now…you can 
recover your civic happiness by walking 
into your public library, still one of the 
noblest expressions of democracy.” 

He described the “ceremonial strut 
of politics that shows how tough [some 
presidential candidates] are as por-
nographic politics.” Calling libraries 

(left photo) 
Librarians 
line up for 
autographs as 
author David 
Baldacci signs 
books following 
his presentation 
June 23. (right 
photo) Terri 
Kirk, left, ALA 
Executive 
Board, prepares 
to introduce 
author Patricia 
Cornwell as she 
arrives for the 
Speaker Series 
June 23.

Keillor
Continued from page 1

“secular churches,” Keillor addressed 
the librarians assembled that morn-
ing. “The future of our country is in 
your hands….I choose not to believe 

Kennedy
Continued from page 1

that it is in the hands of bullies….
You preside over a sacred place in 
America and as a writer I thank you 
very much.”         

dacks are sterile because of acid rain 
produced by coal-fired power plants. 
He described some scientists as “bios-
titutes” for selling a version of science 
to shape an agenda that really does not 
protect the environment, but rather 
promotes corporate interests. “This 
does not just represent the destruction 
of the environment, but the subversion 
of American democracy.”

He brought the audience to their feet 
by concluding, “We cannot let this gang 
of thugs take [our ideals] away.”
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Created EqualON
WE THE PEOPLE

BOOKSHELF

A project of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) in partnership with 
the ALA Public Programs Office.

2,250 public and school (K–12) libraries will be 
selected to receive the Bookshelf—a collection of 
15 classic books for young readers related to the 
theme Created Equal. 

The Created Equal Bookshelf will include books 
focusing on the life and words of Abraham Lincoln, 
whose 200th birthday will be celebrated during the 
2008–2009 programming year.  As a special bonus, 
libraries will also receive a “History in a Box” resource 
kit on Lincoln, produced by the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
of American History.  The box contains thirty primary 
documents, teaching strategies, interactive CD-ROMs, 
DVDs, and more.

The Bookshelf program is part of NEH’s We the People
initiative, which supports projects that strengthen the 
teaching, study, and understanding of American history 
and culture.  Applications will be accepted online from 
September 10, 2007, through January 25, 2008.

To access a list of programming ideas for your 

application, visit www.ala.org/wethepeople

Free Books for Libraries

2008–2009

Public and School Librarians 
A new grant opportunity is coming your way this fall! 
Kick off the school year by applying online, beginning September 10, 2007 for the:
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the complicated messages that war has 
to offer. “It is not enough to be against 
war,” he said. “If we are 
not dedicated to active 
and honest remember-
ing, we risk losing not 
only our soldiers, but our 
historical compass.”

In relating the reality 
of this particular war, 
expansive in so many 
ways and fought in two 
theatres encompassing 
many battles, he decided 
to examine how the war 
affected four American 
towns: Luverne, Minn.; 
Sacramento, Calf.; Wa-
terbury, Conn.; and Mobile, Ala. To tell 
the stories of the brave young men who 
fought that war without the “luxury of 

Company Announces Enhanced 
Search and Social Web Features 
of AGent 3.0 

Auto-Graphics, Inc. a technology in-
novator providing library automation 
solutions for over 35 years, recently 
announced Version 3.0 of the AGent™ 
integrated library automation plat-
form. This latest release of AGent is 
focused on the end-user, with the goal of 
delivering tools to improve information 
discovery while also addressing the new 
nature of the social web. 

The enhanced functionality of AGent 

To place an Exhibitor News item 
in Cognotes at the ALA Midwinter 
Meeting in January, 2008 in Phila-
delphia, please contact Stephanie 
Hoerner at shoerner@ala.org. 

Innovative Interfaces (Booth 
3205): Come see Encore (booth 
#4132) bring together faceted search-
ing, tag cloud, reviews, and other 
cool Library 2.0 features. Encore 
works with all leading ILS systems 
and blends content, community and 
discovery into a single, seamless 
search.  

Exhibitor News

Auto-Graphics Debuts Next Generation AGent
3.0 includes: 
• Redesigned User Interface
• Improved Information Discovery 
Tools 
• Clustered Results Engine
• User Tagging Options
• Faceted Results Display
• Instant Messaging
• E-Commerce Functionality

Additional information about the 
new functionality of AGent 3.0 is avail-
able to interested media and partners 
by contacting Auto-Graphics www.
auto-graphics.com.

Burns
Continued from page 1

inattention and narcissistic self-love,” 
he interviewed veterans from these 
towns, their families, friends, and fel-
low citizens.

The audience was treated to a series 
of short clips from War, 
an interweaving of in-
terviews, footage, music, 
and still images that 
take on a life of their 
own as the camera pans 
in and out. He frames 
the story of American 
involvement by high-
lighting one overarching 
theme which is common 
to much of his work: 
There are no ordinary 
lives. We are all a part 
of this fabric of the “com-
plicated American fam-

ily,” and memory authenticates our 
relationship to this shared history. Lest 
we be caught up in the “great tyranny 

of those with boldfaced names,” we all 
must actively participate in the process 
called remembering. 

Burns returned briefly to the stage to 
invoke Abraham Lincoln, our “best poet-
President,” and the wisdom he imparted 
in his 1861 inaugural address: “The 

mystic chords of memory, stretching 
from every battlefield and patriot grave 
to every living heart and hearthstone 
all over this broad land, will yet swell 
the chorus of the Union, when again 
touched, as surely they will be, by the 
better angels of our nature.”

Ken Burns




