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Hands-on Learning Activities for “Illustration as Art—Technique” 
(Article appeared in the September 2007 issue of Book Links.) 

• Swamp Angel Related Activity: Zelinsky painted the pictures in Swamp Angel on 

wood veneer to match the story’s rural Tennessee setting. Provide a variety of 

textured papers and have children draw a picture that relates to that texture. (For 

instance, a picture of the beach could be drawn on sand paper using oil pastels, or 

wallpaper could be used for a picture of a child’s bedroom.) Afterward, discuss how 

the texture enhances the pictures. 

• Nursery Crimes Related Activity: Carving into a wax-coated plate with a fine needle 

requires time and patience. Have students examine Geisert’s illustrations to see how 

his lines make up a scene. Thin lines close together form shadows and contrast, while 

tiny dashes suggest textures.  

     Many of Geisert’s books feature pigs as the main characters. After examining 

Geisert’s illustrations, have children think of a favorite character and invite them to 

draw a picture with a fine black marker using only lines. 

• Duke Ellington Related Activity: Have students make their own rainbow 

scratchboards. Instruct them to fill the entire surface of a piece of cardboard with 

colored crayon patterns. Then have them cover the whole surface with black oil pastel 

or black crayon (or India ink if you have time to let the cardboard dry). Using the tip 

of a paper clip or the point of a pair of scissors, scratch out a drawing and reveal 

surprisingly colorful results. 

• Hondo and Fabian Related Activity: Invite children to try this simple yet 

challenging exercise. Using only a pencil and paper, create an illustration by filling 
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an entire page with smooth tones. Transition from areas of light to dark and try to not 

show the pencil strokes. Because there are different types of graphite, children could 

experiment with a variety of sticks and pencils to see which works best. 

• Golem Related Activity: The late Wisniewski credited his paper-cutting skill to 

years of designing and producing shadow plays. Have children hold interestingly 

shaped objects in front of a light source to create shadows. Then have them trace the 

shadows onto paper and cut them out. These shapes will be unlike any they may have 

tried to cut on their own. As a group, children could also create a mural picture 

entirely out of cut paper. 

• In the Small, Small Pond Related Activity: Making paper can be messy but fun. If 

you have the room and the materials, visit the Baltimore County Public Library’s 

Web site at http://www.bcplonline.org/kidspage/kids_flem_papermaking.html to find 

Denise Fleming’s recipes for making both simple and elaborate paper.  

     If you don’t have enough space to do this activity, find examples of handmade 

paper at an art supply store and collect things made from paper, such as bags, boxes, 

egg cartons, newspapers, and magazines. Have children compare which papers are 

thickest and thinnest. Which ones are smooth, and which have the most texture? 

• Visiting Langston Related Activity: Invite students to create “hero collages” 

honoring people they admire using a variety of textured and colored papers and 

pictures from magazines. Instruct them to paint or draw details on the collages to add 

depth. 


