
2018-2019 ALA CD#19.17__62617_act 

2019 ALA Annual Conference 

 

Evaluating Library Collections: An 

Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights 
 

 

Libraries continually develop their collections by adding and removing resources to maintain 

collections of current interest and usefulness to their communities. Libraries should adopt 

collection development and maintenance policies that include criteria for evaluating materials. 

Reasons for inclusion or removal of materials may include but are not limited to accuracy, 

currency, budgetary constraints, relevancy, content, usage, and community interest. The 

collection-development process is not to be used as a means to remove materials or deny access 

to resources on the grounds of personal bias or prejudice or because the materials may be viewed 

as controversial or objectionable. Doing so violates the principles of intellectual freedom and is 

in opposition to the Library Bill of Rights. 

 

Some resources may contain views, opinions, and concepts that were popular or widely held at 

one time but are now considered outdated, offensive, or harmful. Content creators may also 

come to be considered offensive or controversial. These resources should be subject to 

evaluation in accordance with collection-development and collection-maintenance policies. The 

evaluation criteria and process may vary depending on the type of library. While weeding is 

essential to the collection-development process, the controversial nature of an item or its creator 

should not be the sole reason to remove any item from a library’s collection. Rather than 

removing these resources, libraries should consider ways to educate users and create context for 

how those views, opinions, and concepts have changed over time. 

 

Failure to select resources merely because they may be potentially controversial is censorship, as 

is withdrawing resources for the same reason. Library workers should consider the cataloging, 



classification, and display of resources to ensure that they are discoverable and readily available 

to the populations they are meant to serve.  

 

The American Library Association opposes censorship from any source, including library 

workers, faculty, administration, trustees, and elected officials. Libraries have a profound 

responsibility to encourage and support intellectual freedom by making it possible for the user to 

choose freely from a variety of offerings.  

  

 

Adopted February 2, 1973, by the ALA Council; amended July 1, 1981; June 2, 2008. Adopted 
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