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Resolution on Developing Library Security Policies in keeping with ALA Policy 

 

Whereas the rate of police violence in the United States is far higher than peer nations. 

(Picheta, R., & Pettersson, H.); 

 

Whereas that violence disproportionately affects people of color and especially Black people 

(ibid);  

 

Whereas the US arrest rates are higher than other nations and those arrests also 

disproportionately affect Black people (ibid);  

 

Whereas over-policing and mass incarceration are factors that drive people more deeply into 

poverty (DeVuono-Powell et al);  

 

Whereas trauma experiences can become deeply ingrained in individuals’ stress responses and 

impact their responses to conflict in any context, making ‘trauma-informed’ practices that take 

this impact into account crucial when dealing with vulnerable populations (Benedict);  

 

Whereas using alternative methods like restorative justice and de-escalation tactics to create 

personal connections and encourage accountability is highly effective (International Institute for 

Restorative Practices); 

 

Whereas there is a growing body of research and guidance exploring how these practices can 

be used in libraries (Cooke, Library Freedom Project);  

 

Whereas libraries have successfully used public health experts and social workers to reduce 

emergency calls to police (Johnson, Et Al; Malachowski);  

 

Whereas ALA Policy B.8.10 states “it is crucial that libraries recognize their role in supporting 

(people experiencing poverty, which include people experiencing homelessness,) so they may 

participate fully in a democratic society, by utilizing a wide variety of available resources and 

strategies;  

 

Whereas ALA Policy B.3.2  states  "[Libraries] must seek to provide an environment free of 

racism, where all are treated with respect and dignity."; 

 

Whereas ALA Policy B.2.4 states "ALA opposes any use of governmental prerogatives that lead 

to the intimidation of individuals or groups”;  

 

Whereas The American Library Association has called upon its members to support initiatives to 

end police violence against Black people, to combat the systemic racism that infects our society, 

and to speak out against all attempts to restrict First Amendment rights (2019-2020 ALA 

CD#19.9);  
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Whereas exposing any patrons--especially Black patrons, Indigenous patrons and patrons of 

color and/or those who are experiencing poverty or homelessness--to police contact may result 

in loss of their lives or livelihoods, a risk incompatible with the aforementioned ALA policies; and 

 

Whereas libraries can minimize this risk by adopting policies that avoid using police in a punitive 

role (Cooke, Robinson, Library Freedom Project); now, therefore, be it  

 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members 

 

Directs the ALA President to convene a working group representative of different types 

of libraries, and including other experts as the President deems appropriate, to create 

guidance on library security policies that is in keeping with the above values and 

recommendations, takes into account the unique needs of each library type, and 

incorporates available community resources. 

 

  

Mover: Tara Brady, SRRT Councilor 
Seconder: Gina Kromhout, GameRT Councilor 
 

 

References: 

 

American Library Association. ALA Policy Manual. Retrieved June 8, 2020, from 

http://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/policymanual 

 

American Library Association. (2020, June 23). “2019-2020 ALA CD#19.9, Resolution 

Condemning Police Violence Against BIPOC, Protesters, and Journalists.  

 

Benedict, A. (2014, April). Using Trauma-Informed Practices to Enhance Safety and Security in 

Women’s Correctional Facilities Retrieved June 18, 2020, from 

http://pacenterofexcellence.pitt.edu/documents/Using-Trauma-Informed-Practices-Apr-

14.pdf 

 

Cooke, Nicole A. “The Intersectionalism, Cultural Awareness, and Restorative Justice Issue.” 

Young Adult Library Services, YALSA, June 2018, 

cdn.coverstand.com/53337/523589/50597d900b589140a0aff77fb1f2ebc000294de7.pdf  

 

DeVuono-Powell, S., Schweidler, C., A. W., &amp; Zohrabi, A. (2015, September). Retrieved 

June 25, 2020, from https://ellabakercenter.org/sites/default/files/downloads/who-

pays.pdf 

 

Johnson, K., Mathewson, A., & Prechtel, K. (2014, Jan). From crisis to collaboration: Pima 

county public library partners with health department for library nurse program. Public 



2019-2020 ALA CD # 45 

2020 ALA Virtual Council Meeting 

 
Libraries, 53, 32-35. Retrieved from https://search-proquest-

com.i.ezproxy.nypl.org/docview/1505316007?accountid=35635 

 

Library Freedom Project. (2020, June 09). It's not enough to say Black Lives Matter - libraries 

must divest from the police. Retrieved June 26, 2020, from 

https://medium.com/@libraryfreedom/its-not-enough-to-say-black-lives-matter-libraries-

must-divest-from-the-police-2ab4adea58f1  

 

Malachowski, M. (2014). Public libraries participating in community health initiatives. Journal of 

Hospital Librarianship, 14(3), 295-302. 

 

Picheta, R., & Pettersson, H. (2020, June 8). American police shoot, kill and imprison more 

people than other developed countries. Here's the data. CNN.com. Retrieved from 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/08/us/us-police-floyd-protests-country-comparisons-

intl/index.html 

 

Robinson, B. No Holds Barred: Policing and Security in the Public Library. Retrieved June 26, 

2020, from http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2019/no-holds-barred/ 

 

Wachtel, Ted. Defining Restorative. Nov. 2016, Retrieved June 10, 2020, from 

www.iirp.edu/restorative-practices/defining-restorative/  

 

Version:  6/27/2020, 2:54AM EST 

 


