
 

 

A MEMORIAL RESOLUTION HONORING NICOLETTE WARISSE SOSULSKI  

 

Whereas the American Library Association (ALA) and entrepreneurial community 

accepts the loss of an inspiring, innovative, and generous colleague, with the May 15, 

2019 death of Nicolette Warisse-Sosulski;  

 

Whereas Nicolette Sosulski was a powerful participant in the Information Age as a 

leader in business librarianship, reference services, readers’ advisory, mentoring, library 

education, and business development;  

 

Whereas Nicolette was all that a 21st century librarian should be: a motivated 

information professional, relentless about investigating a research question, creative in 

identifying areas of need and developing plans to meet those needs;  

 

Whereas Nicolette had an insightful gift for connecting both people to information and 

people to other people by fostering professional and personal relationships;  

 

Whereas this bibliophile and search ninja contributed to economic development in 

Portage, and in Michigan;  

 

Whereas she worked as an OCLC staff librarian and was a constant and influential 

figure in virtual reference;  

 

Whereas Nicolette was grateful for her many mentors and, in turn, constantly gave 

back, inspiring others as an instructor and guest lecturer in several library education 

programs, as a committee member in RUSA, as a reader of manuscripts, and as a 

collaborator in shaping ideas;  

 

Whereas she was an accomplished author with an exceptional voice advocating for 

compassionate and connected library services, leaving us a body of humorous and 

profound Booklist columns, articles and book chapters;  

 

Whereas Nicolette was a model of professionalism, winning the 2011 Business Reference 

And Services Section (BRASS) Award for Excellence in Business Librarianship for 

distinguishing herself in the field of Business Librarianship and outreach to local business 

owners;  

 

 



 

Whereas this Librista more recently won the 2019 Margaret E. Monroe Library Adult 

Services Award, sponsored by NoveList, for developing innovative modes of service in 

areas including business librarianship, the reference interview, virtual librarianship, 

assistance for those with medical and insurance questions as well as being recognized 

for her work as a column editor for Reference and User Services Quarterly (RUSQ); 

 

Whereas she seemed to anticipate our needs with her 2018 award-winning article : 

“Excuse Me, Is There a Loss Section?” Readers’ Advisory to the Grieving and Bereaved” 

(Public Librarian Online, March/April 2017);  

 

Whereas she frequently demonstrated her genuine passions for rescuing animals, 

cookbook collecting, and, of course, cooking;  

 

Whereas Nicolette Warisse-Sosulski was tenacious, curious, smart, enthusiastic, funny, 

kind, mindful, and loved; and 

 

Whereas her true legacy lies in the profound effect she had on the countless people 

she mentored and touched throughout her career, now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

 

(1) recognizes the significant contributions and service of Nicolette Warisse Sosulski in 

her brief but impactful career and mourns her untimely death; and 

 

(2) honors the memory of Nicolette Warisse Sosulski by celebrating her service to library 

education in mentoring, ALA’s Public Library Association (PLA), and the ALA’s 

Reference and User Services Association (RUSA); and  

 

(3) extends its sincerest condolences to her sons, Peter and Nicholas, and surviving 

family members including parents Doris and Nicholas and sisters Jeanine Warisse Turner 

and Michelle Warisse Reeder.  

 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association  

Tuesday, June 25, 2019, in Washington, DC.  

   
Mary W. Ghikas, Executive Director and 

Secretary of the ALA Council  

 


