
Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award 
   for Exemplary Humanities Programming 

Sponsored by the American Library Association Cultural Communities Fund and the National Endowment for 
the Humanities in cooperation with the American Association of School Librarians  

 
Application Guidelines 

What is the Purpose? 
The purpose of the Sara Jaffarian award is to recognize, 
promote and support excellence in humanities 
programming in elementary and middle school libraries 
that serve children K-8.  To promote and encourage 
school libraries interested in developing outstanding 
humanities programs, a professional development 
presentation will be made by a representative of the 
winning library.  The focus of this presentation is to 
share the school’s program as a model for inspiration 
and adaptation by other school library media programs. 
 

What is the Award? 
The Sara Jaffarian Award is an annual award 
recognizing a school library that has conducted an 
exemplary program or program series in the humanities 
during the prior school year.  It consists of (1) a $4,000 
cash award, (2) a plaque and (3) the promotion of the 
winner as a model program for other school libraries. 
 

What is a Humanities Program? 
The intent of the award is to recognize humanities 
programs which expand student horizons beyond “basic 
education.” A humanities program can be focused in 
many subject areas, including but not limited to social 
studies, poetry, drama, art, music, language arts, foreign 
language and culture. Programs should focus on 
broadening perspectives and helping students understand 
the wider world and their place in it.  The humanities 
program should be initiated and coordinated by the 
school librarian and exemplify the role of library 
programming in advancing the overall educational goals 
of the school.   
 

What Types of Libraries are Eligible? 
Any elementary or middle school (public or private) 
library or any school library program in the United 
States that serves children in any combination of grades 
K-8 and is staffed by a state-certified librarian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How Does a Library Apply? 
Application for the Sara Jaffarian award is in the form of 
a self-nomination submitted online to the Sara Jaffarian 
Award Committee by an elementary or middle school 
library in the United States, on a humanities program or 
program series presented during the prior school year 
(2011 – 2012). The application form is available at 
http://apply.ala.org/jaffarian.   

 
What is the Deadline for Applying? 
Applications must be submitted online by December 
15, 2012 at 11:59 p.m. Each application submitted by 
the deadline will be acknowledged by an automatic 
email. The winning library will be notified in April and 
announced in June. 

 
 
What are the Criteria for Selection of the 
Award Winner?  
• Excellence, appeal and innovation of program 

content and presentation. 
• Impact, as evidenced by involvement and awareness 

of parents, administrators and community leaders 
(through letters of support) and documentation of an 
evaluation component.  

• Evidence of collaborative relationships in 
developing the programming. 

• Relationship of the programming to the curriculum 
and evidence of a curriculum component for 
classroom treatment of the humanities theme(s) or 
topic(s) emphasized in the program. 

• Leadership of the library in planning and 
coordinating the program. 

• Demonstrated involvement of students in a creative, 
active learning experience. 

• Replicability of the program as a model for other 
schools to adapt or implement.  


